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Holiday Events 

High Plains Church - Unitarian-Universalist                                     1825 Dominion Way                                                          Colorado Springs, CO 80918 

Transgender Day of Remembrance 
November 20 at All Souls UU Church 

Thanksgiving Potluck 
November 27 

Holiday Healing Service 
December 3 at 7:00 pm 

Greatest Christmas Pageant Ever 
December 21 at 10:00 am 

Lessons and Carols 
December 24 at 7:30 pm 

Deck the Hall 
November 30 at 11:30 am 

Holiday Bazaar 
December 14 at 11:30 am 
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December Services - Compassion 
Dec 3:  “Holiday Healing Service” at 7:00 pm with Rev. Dana Lightsey. Do the holidays bring up feelings of 

sadness or loneliness or heartbreak for you?  We know how the holidays can be an especially painful 
time making feelings of loss much more difficult and profound.  Please join us for this quiet interfaith 
healing service of readings and music to remember and honor those relationships and loved ones who 
are missing from our lives this holiday season.  Refreshments and conversation will follow the service. 

Dec 7:   “Lost In Translation” with Rev. Dana Lightsey. The New Testament we know today was translated and 
written by the Greeks, then translated into Latin, then into English. Yet Jesus was not Greek, nor were his 
disciples and followers. They were Jewish and spoke in Aramaic. This service will take a new look at the 
wisdom teachings from the New Testament as translated directly from the Aramaic language based on 
ancient, Aramaic texts from Syria, and from the Dead Sea Scrolls. 

Dec 14:  “Leading from Any Seat” with Amanda Udis-Kessler. Leadership is often a challenge for congregations, 
but what if we are thinking about it in too narrow a way? What if there are many kinds of leadership? 
What if, in fact, everyone at High Plains could be a leader right now, right where they are? We'll consider 
this new approach to leadership, one that is much less dependent on team and Board positions and 
much more dependent on the actions we all take in support of High Plains. 

Dec 21:  “Greatest Christmas Pageant Ever” with the Children and Cindy Bosch. 

Dec 24:  “Lessons and Carols” - Christmas Eve at 7:30 pm with Rev. Dana Lightsey. Please join us for this 
beautiful evening of traditional lessons and carols.  From proclaiming the birth of Jesus, to the quiet 
beauty of lighting candles and singing Silent Night, this evening service will be a celebration of the 
magic of Christmas. 

Dec 28:  “Lifting Our Voices and Hearts In Song” with Joe Uveges. Come celebrate the holidays with readings 
and carols led by Joe Uveges and others. 

Calendar & Services 

Church Calendar December 2014 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 1 2 
Meals on Wheels 
   11:30 am - 1:00 pm  

3 
Volunteer Staff Meeting 
   3:00 pm - 4:00 pm 
Holiday Healing Service 
   7:00 pm 

4 5 
Stitchers 
   1:00 pm - 2:30 pm 
YRUU Leadership Dev 
Conference 
   3:00 pm - 4:00 pm 
Parent/ Child U&I 
   6:00 pm - 8:30 pm 

6 
YRUU Leadership Dev 
Conference 
   3:00 pm - 4:00 pm 

7 
Fostering Hope Team' 
   11:45 am - 12:45 pm 
YRUU Leadership Dev 
Conference 
   3:00 pm - 4:00 pm 

8 
Publicity Team Meeting 
   7:00 pm - 9:00 pm 

9 
Meals on Wheels 
   11:30 am - 1:00 pm  

10 
Staff Meeting 
   2:00 pm - 4:00 pm 
Membership Team 
   6:00 pm - 7:30 pm 

11 
 

12 
Guitar Recital Setup 
   2:00 pm - 4:00 pm 

13 
Foothills Guitar Recital 
   9:00 am - 2:00 pm 
Christmas Pageant 
Rehearsal 
   4:00 pm 

14 
Foster Family Support 
   11:30 am - 1:00 pm 
Holiday Bazaar 
   11:30 am  
YRUU at High Plains 
   12:30 am - 2:30 pm 

15 16 
Meals on Wheels 
   11:30 am - 1:00 pm  

17 
Staff Meeting 
   2:00 pm - 4:00 pm 
Board Meeting 
   6:30 pm - 9:30 pm  
 

18 
 

19 
Stitchers/Hands 
   1:00 pm - 3:00 pm 
Hip Parents Group 
   6:00 pm - 9:00 pm  

20 
Marian House Soup 
Kitchen 
   7:00 am - 10:00 am 
   10:00 am - 1:00 pm 
Issues on Aging 
   10:30 am - 12:00 pm  

21 
YRUU at High Plains 
   12:30 am - 2:30 pm 

22 23 
Meals on Wheels 
   11:30 am - 1:00 pm  

24 
Staff Meeting 
   2:00 pm - 4:00 pm 

25 
 

26 27 

28 
YRUU at High Plains 
   12:30 am - 2:30 pm 

29 30 
Meals on Wheels 
   11:30 am - 1:00 pm  

Be sure to check the Events Tag on the website at www.hpcuu.org for additions and corrections to the calendar.  

31 
Staff Meeting 
   2:00 pm - 4:00 pm 
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T he monthly theme for December is compassion.  If 
you think about it, compassion is the key practice of 

every faith tradition and of no tradition at all.  We all 
need to be loved and cared for.  We feel that longing 
within ourselves and most of us naturally feel some level 
of empathy for those we are closest to.  But what about 
those challenging people?  You know, the one’s you 
might not agree with.  Mahatma Gandhi said, “It is easy 
enough to be friendly to one’s friends.  But to befriend 
the one who regards himself as your enemy is the 
quintessence of true religion.  The other is mere 
business.” 

Most of us have witnessed the incredible healing power 
of love and compassion expressed when least expected.  
This makes up many a tear-jerking moment in countless 
movies, plays, etc.  Yet, to get ourselves to engage in this 
practice is sometimes more challenging than moving a 
mountain!  Why is that?  I think it is because of what we 
must let go of before we can have honest and true 
compassion.  Sometimes we have to let go of being right, 
sometimes it is letting go of blame, or it may be a matter 
of letting go of deep hurt and pain.  Maybe one has to 
work on forgiveness first. 

Whatever comes up for you, when you feel that 
resistance toward compassion, you have reached an 
invitation for your next powerful lesson in your own 
spiritual development.  You have reached the 
opportunity to question yourself and look inward.  You 
have reached the invitation to rise above old ways of 
being and thinking and acting. 

All of the beautiful and even meaningful thoughts and 
ideas we might speak are meaningless unless we are able 
to apply these principles we believe during the dark and 
painful moments of our lives.  And when we learn to 
move more deeply into compassion we ease the journey 
for others and for ourselves.  It is now and has always 
been the path toward healing, hope and inner peace.  
This is why compassion, and all that it teaches, is the root 
of all religions. 

So no matter what religious traditions inform you this 
holiday season, may your own compassion bless you and 
bring you peace this holiday season and everyday. 

With love, 
Rev. Dana Lightsey 

Minister’s Musings 

Minister’s Musings 
by Rev Dana Lightsey 

“If we have no peace, it is because we have forgotten that we belong to each other.” ~ Mother Teresa 

 

 

Rev. Dana’s Hours 

I  love ministry and I very much enjoy serving as your 
minister.  I thank you for being so warm and 

welcoming to me these past four months.  Much has 
already been accomplished and it seems that we are off to 
a good start working toward your developmental goals.  

However, I have been working full-time in this part-time 
position since I started and now it is time for me to back 
away from my extra efforts and do my best to work only 
20 hours each week.   This means I might not answer 
your email as quickly or call you back as soon as you 
might like.  It also means that I might decline to take on 
more projects and work.  

My office hours will also change.  I will attend only on 
Sundays when I am involved in the service and will be in 
the office on the Tuesdays I am not.  My hours will be 
10:00 am – 3:00 pm.  I will also take some compensation  

 

time for some of the extra 
hours I have put in.  As 
always, please don’t 
hesitate to call me on my 
cell if there is a very 
serious or emergency 
situation.  970-590-6978.  
Thank you for your 
understanding.   
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What’s Happening in Faith Formation? 
Please note that this is not meant to be a comprehensive list of everything that has happened in the church in regard to 
Faith Formation, but instead to serve as a highlight reel of the last month and a look at what is coming up in the next 
month. 

What happened in November: 

November 1:  Halloween Auction & Carnival 

November 8-9: 9th Grade Trip retreat at Foothills Unitarian in Ft. Collins, CO 

November 30: Deck the Hall 

Upcoming in December: 

All Month: Colorado Springs YRUU Youth Group meets at High Plains 

December 1: Registration opens for Our Whole Lives for Young Adults 

December 5-7: Mountain Desert District Leadership Development Conference at High Plains 

 Jr & Sr High Our Whole Lives facilitator training at First Unitarian Society of Denver 

December 13: Christmas Pageant Rehearsal for MS and upper elementary kids 

December 14: High Plains Holiday Bazaar 

 9th Grade Trip class at First Unitarian Society of Denver 

December 19: Christmas Pageant Rehearsal for everyone 

December 21: Christmas Pageant 

 YRUU Holiday Party 

December 28: Intergenerational Service 

If you have a group which you believe works toward the goals of Faith Formation please contact Jessica at 
dff@hpcuu.org about including your meetings on the monthly list of Faith Formation Programming events.  

Faith Formation 

Our Whole Lives: Sexuality and Our Faith for Young Adults (22-35 years of age) 

H igh Plains and First Congregational, United 
Church of Christ, will be offering a 10-week 

class with a weekend retreat about love, relationships, 
sexual pleasure, healthy boundaries, justice, sexual 
and gender identity, mutuality and communication 
and how they relate to our Unitarian Universalist 
faith. This illuminating and deeply engaging class is 
part of the Our Whole Lives (OWL) faith and 
sexuality curriculum series that goes to the core of our 
mission here at High Plains. This curriculum has been 
specifically developed for young adults and is being 
offered for those 22-35 years of age (if you are over or 
under the age guidelines, please contact Jessica to 
discuss options as we do have some flexibility 
especially with the upper limit). The class will be 
Tuesday evenings, from February 3 through April 14, 2015, with a Saturday-Sunday retreat at La Foret in 
mid-March 2015, date to be announced. The cost is $110 for HPCUU members and pledging friends, $135 
for non-members, couples are welcome, registration will open December 1, 2014. Please note that the class 
will be for 5-12 participants, and registration will close after the first 12 paid registrations. Please note that 
scholarships are always available for those in need. If you have any questions or comments, or would like to 
inquire about financial assistance please contact: Jessica Laike, dff@hpcuu.org or (719) 581-2182 
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O n November 15th the board held what was called 
the Board Plus Retreat, meaning that the board plus 

the Team on Shared Ministry, the Leadership 
Development Team, church staff, and Tim Oliver who is 
heading up the effort to rewrite our policies and 
procedures all met for a morning retreat. Rev. Dana led 
us all in a discussion of leadership and the needs of 
HPCUU in this area. A potluck lunch was provided to 
participants by the board. The board and staff then met to 
develop board goals for the coming months at HPCUU. 
These goals are meant to help us achieve our 
developmental ministry goals not to replace them. First 
we want to work on clarifying the structures of the 
church i.e. define more closely job descriptions and just 
where our power, responsibility, and authority lie. 
Second we would like to create a strategic planning 
committee to assess our property, its uses and what we 
can do to improve it or if need be replace it. Finally we 
would like to move forward on creating a culture of 
generosity at High Plains that will make it possible to get 
us back to full time ministry as soon as possible. We also 
discussed some ongoing items such as greater visibility 
in the community as well as the creation of a Covenant of 
Respectful Relations within our High Plains family. 
These goals are ambitious and far ranging and we will 
need the help of all of you to achieve them. 

 

 
Jim Montgomery, 
President of the Board of Trustees  

President’s Post 

The President’s Post 
by Jim Montgomery 

“If you think you’re too small to make a difference, try 
spending a night with a mosquito.” (seen on a sweatshirt) 

 
Your talents are never too small; 

There’s an HPCUU team that needs you! 
 

Explore the possibilities by picking up one of the yellow sheets titled “TEAM 
INFORMATION FOR VOLUNTEERS” from the display in the church social area. 

Board 
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A Well-kept secret? 
By Heather Mitchell 

D id you know HPCUU maintains a library of books that members and friends can check out to read at their 
leisure?  It isn’t really a secret, but many people are unaware of its existence. 

The library has been available for about a year.  We currently have 210 books available for checkout. 

Want to know more?  Read the Q&A below.  Then stop by and pick out a book or two to take home and enjoy! 

• Where is the HPC Library? 

The HPCUU Library is located in the wood bookshelf near the soundboard. It faces into the Main Sanctuary. 

• How can I check out books from the HPC Library? 

To check out a book, fill out the sign out sheet on the side of the bookshelf. You will need to provide a phone number 
or email along with your name.  

• How long can I keep the books? 

You can keep the books for up to one month.  

• Is there a limit to the number of books I can check out at a time? 

Currently there is no limit.  

• Can I search our Library through the HPCUU website? 

Yes. Sign on through the Member login and download either an Excel or PDF version of the catalog. www.hpcuu.org  

• Can I check out a book from our Library through the HPCUU website? 

 No, not at this time. 

• Is the online catalog searchable via authors, titles, keywords? 

Yes, download either the Excel or PDF version then use either Excel "sort or search" function or the PDF "search" 
function. 

• How can I get involved with the library? 

You can write a review of a book you read and send it to Heather Mitchell and Samantha Sly at library@hpcuu.org to 
be put in the church newsletter as a community review. You can also join the volunteer library committee! Contact 
Heather Mitchell for positions and more details.  

• I lost my book! What do I do? 

You'll have to pay for a replacement book.  

 

High Plains Stitchers      NEW LOCATION! 
 
Bring your stitching project (or any easily transportable craft) and join us at a new 
location in December: 

Peak Place Coffeehouse 
2360 Montebello Square Dr. Unit H-1 

Colorado Springs 80918 

The coffeehouse has a full menu of drinks, lunch items, and snacks and is located 
in a small shopping center on the northwest corner of Academy and Montebello.  
We meet on the 1st and 3rd Fridays from 1:00 pm - 2:30 pm.  And, if you don't 
have any stitching or crafting, come anyway and just "hang out" with us! 

   Questions?  Contact Janet at  
        stitchers@hpcuu.org 
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HIGH PLAINS CHURCH is proud to be 
a volunteer organization! 

 
THANK YOU, VOLUNTEERS! 

Use of HPCUU Email Forwarding Addresses 
By John Atkinson 

On a Team? Want to contact a Team or person? 

I n order to protect the privacy of your personal email 
address, HPCUU has set up a number of individual 

and team email forwarding addresses.  These all end in 
@hpcuu.org. For example, sending an email to 
"worship@hpcuu.org" will result in your email being 
forwarded to all members of the worship team (e.g. to 
share a really great idea about a future worship service.)   

This prevents "spammers" from harvesting your personal 
email address from our public documents. Also, it makes 
it easy for members to communicate with teams. Use of a 
forwarding list by teams/groups for intra team 
communication is strictly optional.  If a team/group 
would rather just use their email software to create their 
own list to send emails that is just fine.  

Our newsletter and web site policy is to use a forwarding 
email address, not an individual’s email.  Any team (or 
person) can have a forwarding list set up or updated.  
Simply send an email to Ed Kortman at 
webmaster@hpcuu.org with your request. If you have 
any questions or problems please email Ed. 

Can't quite hear us? 
By Bill Cutts 

S unday services at HPCUU are broadcast on 88.5 FM 
within the building.  You can use your FM tuner of 

choice to amplify the broadcast for your ears.  Any small 
portable FM tuner with earphones (or earbuds) will do 
the trick.  Some smartphones and many MP3 players 
have FM tuners.  Earphones/buds usually act as antenna.   

Feel free to ask to sound board operator to check that it's 
broadcasting and that you can pick it up. 

 

Issues on Aging - Fulfillment 
By Betty Davis 

W hat does fulfillment mean to you? How does it 
feel? What is it made of? Is it the aggregation of all 

of the fulfilled aspirations of a person's life? Do you need 
to have lived most of a standard lifetime to assess it? 

Join us on Saturday, December 20, from 10:30 - noon for a 
warm and lively discussion of fulfillment. Instead of our 
regular venue (the Middle School classroom) we will be 
meeting at the home of Betty Davis and Glynn Carter, 
6230 Fencerail Hts. Call Betty or Glynn at 471-7544 if you 
need directions and to get the code to open the gate. We 
hope to see you then! 

Are you on Facebook?  
By Rev Dana Lightsey 

A round 137 of us belong to the High Plains Church 
Unitarian Universalist Discussion Group on 

Facebook.  This page is only accessible to those who are 
members. The church also has a Facebook page that is 
open and visible to anyone.  There are many wonderful 
posts that could be shared on our open Facebook page 
that only get mentioned on the discussion group page.  In 
the effort to reach out to the public, please consider 
posting to the open Facebook page for church news and 
items that you want the public to know.  You can always 
post on both. 

Also, when one searches for High Plains Church 
Unitarian Universalist on Facebook the discussion group 
appears to be our primary page since is the first thing to 
pop up.  The suggestion has been made to change the 
name of the discussion group to HiPs Discussion Group 
to fix this, so our open Facebook page would come up 
first.  We would like to gather your input about this, so 
please let Nancy Bentley or Rev. Dana Lightsey know 
any thoughts or questions or concerns you have about 
changing the name of the discussion group.  Many 
thanks! 
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Israel and Palestine 2014 
Part 5: Women of the Wall 
By Lori Sly 

O n May 16 in Jerusalem’s Old City, our group 
listened to a woman who co-founded an 

organization called “Women of the Wall.” They 
regularly demonstrate for women to be given the 
right to wear prayer shawls and hold the Torah at 
the Western Wall, a privilege only Jewish men 
share.  Based on the title of the event in our 
schedule, I felt predisposed to like and support her, 
given that she was advocating for wider women’s 
rights. But my reaction to her in person surprised 
me. If I were graded on my competence in 
compassionate listening, this session would have 
received the lowest grade of the trip. 

We met Bona Haberman in the Cardo thoroughfare, 
beneath the modern Jewish Quarter buildings in the 
Old City. Our group sat on coliseum-like cement 
steps next to the subterranean ruins of an ancient, 
colonnaded market.  

A mosaic of the city was embedded in the wall 
across from us. Tourist groups often stopped there 
to have their pictures taken by it. Once, a rude tour 
guide stopped in front of it and talked loudly to his 
assembly, regardless of us already holding a session 
there; we had to scrunch in to hear our speaker. 
Intermittently, a black cat, one of many stray cats 
wandering the city, rubbed against us while we 
listened.  

Bona was a thin woman 
who wore her graying 
hair in a bun, topping it 
with a pillbox hat. She 
dressed in a flowing, 
long skirt. She had an 
ultra serious aura about 
her even when she 
smiled. 

I admired that she was 
an activist; to buck the 
rules of any culture 
requires a great deal of 
courage. But I had a 
difficult time empathizing with her chosen form of 
activism. I am a person who resists praying, which 
I’m sure played into my judgment. In my latest 
priority scheme, acting on values is much more 
important than assessing them, praying about them, 
or even writing. 

Although I was supposed to be listening to uncover 
the needs and values we had in common as 
humans, I couldn’t get much past thinking about 
our differences. Based on other listening 
experiences, I knew there might be bonuses to be 
reaped by refusing to judge. But I was overpowered 
by a yearning to reprioritize her life for her.	 

The first judgment I made was about her emphasis 
on form over function. Although I agreed that 
women should be allowed to pray a certain way if 
men are, I deemed her preferred form of praying as 
ostentatious, and thus not much worth fighting for. 
Later, this thought made me realize that I had 
bought into Christian biblical guidance that prayer 
is supposed to be between you and God, not you 
and other humans. Somewhere along the way I was 
taught that praying in a closet would be fine with 
God, and it was this “lesson” that was sitting in 
judgment. And having to have a shawl and a 
Torah—does God really care? If one does believe in 
the power of prayer, is praying that way any more 
from the heart, or any more sincerely executed 
because others are there or physical objects are held 
in the hand? Because of her insistence on a public 
forum, wasn’t it instead a disguised form of 
coercion of others, rather than a genuine desire for 
personal connection to God and direction from 
Him?  

Israel & Palestine 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Women of the Wall Founder 

Mosaic in Wall Near Cardo 
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In hindsight I can see that, especially for a person 
who doesn’t pray herself, this is a silly sort of 
judgment. It comes out of someone else’s 
interpretation of the Bible’s New Testament, one 
that I’d never closely evaluated for myself. But I 
didn’t deduce that while I was judging. My 
judgment was automatic, and the reasons 
unconscious. 

Secondly, I judged her priorities. Of all the things to 
change in the world, how could anyone, especially 
anyone who lives in this place of constant conflict, 
choose this public display of prayer to be the most 
important? So many people in the explosive Middle 
East, including huge numbers of children who’d 
never had the chance to be in charge of things, were 
struggling to simply stay alive and eat regularly. 
Why not help them instead? I saw her as at a 
different level on Maslow’s Hierarchy of Needs than 
her whole neighborhood, as disconnected and 
uncaring during her search for personal satisfaction 
and glory. She was filling the jar of her life with 
grains of sand, leaving no room for the big rocks.  

A series of unsupported assumptions poured onto 
my valuation of her, and I’m now ashamed to reveal 
them.  

The truth was, I knew little about her. I’d hardly 
begun to imagine all the reasons praying in this way 
might be important. I, playing the typical 
industrialized American, elevated individual 
practical efficiencies beyond all other forms of truth. 
I discounted many possibilities, including the 
power of assisted prayer or meditation in producing 
clarity of thinking, the respect accorded to religious 
leaders in the local area, and the creation of closer 
community through common ritual. 

It was absurd to assume someone born with 
different genetics, raised by a different set of 
parents, a member of a different religion and nation, 
who never had any of my exact experiences, would 
have my priorities for her different life. I was in no 
logical place to judge her. Yet, I still did it. My own 
indignant righteousness would not be quieted. I 
was only smart enough to keep the judgmental 
thoughts to myself, but not to control them within 
my mind.  

I did manage to reflect aloud on another aspect of 
her life that she had shared with us. She was 
involved with interactive theater, and this drew me 
to her. So I stayed with the safer subject, telling her, 
truthfully, I’d love to be in one of her audiences. I 
never said what I was thinking about her un-
prioritized praying. 

The overall result was that, unlike most of my other 
compassionate listening experiences, I barely heard 
most of what she said. It was a lost opportunity for 
deep connection and learning. 

Since that trip, I’ve had to ask myself again and 
again, why did I consider it my role to force my 
particular framework of priorities onto this 
woman’s life? I’m uncertain of many other things 
about life, so why did I experience an impulsive, 
unfounded certainty of wrongness when I heard her 
speak?  

Afterward I considered that one of the few things I 
do feel consistently certain about, at a gut level, is 
that it’s wrong to hurt other people, if you can avoid 
it. But I doubt she was hurting anyone by what she 
was doing.  

I learned through compassionate communication 
lessons that my strong reaction to someone else’s 
story has more to do with my own unmet needs 
than hers. If I can redirect my energies away from 
indignant judging, and toward understanding my 
own reaction, I might grow as a person. So I 
surveyed some possible needs: belonging, and 
purposeful activity. 

Did I crave belonging, or inclusion? Did I resent that 
I personally had no place in her life’s top vision of 
praying as a Jew at the Wall? Maybe there was a 
tiny element of truth to this, but it definitely didn’t 
feel like the core of my reaction. 

On the other hand, did I feel that she was wasting 
my precious, limited time in the Holy Land? I would 
rather have been supporting a different person’s 
mission through my listening. I’m goal-oriented, 
and drawn to efficiencies. I prefer each of my 
individual actions to fit into some wider logical 
scheme of actions, and not to waste time on 
unproductive paths. I envisioned my contribution to 

Israel & Palestine 
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peace in the Middle East with an inclusiveness of all 
types of people; her vision of a better world was, at 
least in this conversation, confined to women like 
her.  

But she is larger than that one conversation we had. 
Bona had an aura of strength, heroism and 
determination about her, built on something 
significant. I discounted that as my mind was 
spinning about other things. 

The session with 
Bona has led me 
to think more 
about the benefits 
of having power 
with people 
rather than over 
them. So if I had 
simply told her 
what to do, based 
on my priorities, 
and she did it, 
what might be 
lost? Each of us 

filters our experiences by peering into ourselves, 
our gods and our inherited histories. Even when we 
go through the exact same situation in place and 
time, we come out of it with different perspectives. 
Varied personalities and cultures lead us to notice 
different details.  We can also learn from each other, 
right now, to help fill in gaps (of ignorance, bias, 
distraction, influence, or faulty memory). We all 
have these imperfections to some extent; I’ve never 
met a soul without them. Sharing perceptions is a 
good thing, a step toward wholeness for all of us. 
The more dissimilarity of others whom we meet and 
listen to, the bigger the effort is in closing gaps, but 
also the bigger the payoff. For instance, through the 
lens of Meyers Briggs personality types, if I, an 
“INTJ Mastermind,” share viewpoints with an 
“ESFP Performer”--my opposite in gathering 
impressions from the world--we each become more 
capable of exercising individual repressed ways of 
perceiving. Through the alternate lens of 
Enneagram types, if I could’ve willed myself to 
have patience with hearing Bona, if I could’ve 
briefly shed my single “solved” version of a perfect, 
efficient world, I might’ve absorbed something she 
had to fill in my gaps. I could gain useful 

information from comparing the similarities, 
differences, successes and failures of our unique 
cultures. But I could only do that if I wasn’t so 
wrapped up in my own “right position” such that I 
couldn’t hear about one important aspect of her life. 

Understanding individuals and their human needs, 
rather than blaming and judging, is what will help 
us make the world into a better place for ourselves 
and others.  

Still, I have yet to answer all my questions to myself 
about my inability to be fully present and open to 
understanding Bona. Thinking back on it now, I 
could’ve asked her: 

What experiences in your life led you to protest the 
current rules for praying? 

What need does praying fulfill in you? 

How is praying different for you at the Wall than 
other places?  

What would be added by having a shawl and 
Torah? 

If this situation is resolved, how might things be 
better for you? How might it be better for others? 

At that moment in the Cardo, I couldn’t be in a 
relationship with her over her mission of praying. 
These questions could’ve given me the key.  

I’m confident that my confession of shortfall in 
listening will impact my future. I need to be able to 
suspend my master plan for the world, letting go of 
my anger or impatience at those who don’t follow it, 
in order to hear what others have to teach me. And 
given that everyone else is at least slightly different 
than me, each has something to teach.  

We are on this earth with a collection of other 
humans who are both more talented and more 
imperfect than us. If we choose to connect, we open 
the possibility of improving all of our lives in a way 
where the whole effort becomes greater than the 
sum of individual efforts. The first step in 
connecting, better than we have in the past, is 
letting go of judgments and interruptions in order to 
deeply listen to someone else. I will improve next 
time. I will! 

Israel & Palestine 

Western Wall Women's Side 
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Newsletter Ads 

Want to promote your business or service to Church Members and Friends? 
Place an Ad in the HPCUU Newsletter 

By Nancy Bently 

A s the New Year begins, this is a perfect time to place an ad about your business or service in the High Plains 
Newsletter for a nominal fee. Don’t hide your talents under a hat. Spread the word to members and friends.  

Advertisers must be designated either members or friends of HPCUU by the treasurer. Once this is established, ad 
copy and ad payment are sent to the publicity team for approval prior to publication. The advertiser needs to provide 
all camera-ready ad copy in digital .jpeg format. Both payment and camera-ready ad copy must be provided 7 days 
prior to the next newsletter deadline. If an ad is rejected by the publicity team, any payment will be refunded. 

Once approved, the publicity team lead will notify the newsletter editor of the ad’s start date and size. The publicity 
team will then place ad payments in a cash receipts envelope for the church treasurer/s.  

When the prepaid period for the advertisement has been completed, the publicity team lead will send an expiration 
notice to the newsletter editor to remove the ad from the newsletter. 

Advertising Rates  
  
 
  
  
 

 

  Time         
Size Per Quarter Per Year   Four Quarters 

Price 
Per Year rate 

savings vs. Four 
Quarters 

1/8 Page  $      20.00  $     50.00    $      80.00  $          30.00 
1/4 Page  $      30.00  $     70.00    $    120.00  $          50.00 
1/2 Page  $      40.00  $    100.00    $    160.00  $          60.00 
Full Page  $      60.00  $    150.00    $    240.00  $          90.00 
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 1825 Dominion Way 

 Colorado Springs CO 80918 

 

 719-260-1080 

 

Member of Unitarian Universalist Association 

Sunday Services at 10:00 AM 

Come Join Us! 

 

 

ReVISIONS by Jonathan 
Specializing in Creative Home Improvements  - Where ideas Become Reality 

Do you need something in your world - fixed, added, or removed? 
Projects include: Carpentry, Electrical, Plumbing, Painting, Plastering, Dry walling, Tiling, and many more... 

Decks, Kitchens, Basements, Bathrooms, Windows, etc. 
 

Jonathan Herdt - Cell 338-1209                        Licensed & Insured                        jgherdt@yahoo.com                       

Inside: 
 
Holiday Events 
Minister's Musings 
 
Church Library  
Palestine & Israel Part 5 

 
 
Send Comments to: editor@hpcuu.org 
Send Articles to:   newsletter@hpcuu.org 
 
Please submit your articles for the January newsletter 
by December 26, 2014 


