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“Building a liberal spiritual community that welcomes all to lives of wholeness” 

May 2018                            High Plains Church - Unitarian-Universalist                               Vol 25, No. 5 

Town Hall Meeting 
Sunday, May 6, 2018 

Hello Wonderful HPCUUer’s! 

The board would like you to know that we will be 

holding a Town Hall meeting on May 6, after the 

service.  We will share our latest updates about the 

sale of our building and our options for moving.   

There is a lot happening behind the scenes and we 

hope to have much more information to share with 

you on May 6th than we do right now.  We are also 

planning another World Cafe meeting on May 20th 

to gather your input concerning where to move. 

Thank you for being a part of this important 

process!  With your help, we will find our best new 

home. 

    To our future, 

    Rev. Dana 

High Plains Church - Unitarian-Universalist                                     1825 Dominion Way                                                          Colorado Springs, CO 80918 
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May Services - Creativity 
May 6: “Okay, Here’s What’s Real... Now, What’s Possible?” with the wonderful Rev. Michael Dowd.  

 
We will have a very important Town Hall meeting concerning the sale of our property, and possibilities 
for where to move, after the service.                                                                                                                                              

May 13: “The Creative Art of Mothering” with Rev. Dana Lightsey. It could be said that the ultimate creative act is 
giving birth.  But this is just the beginning of mothering and of caring, cleaning, holding, feeding, 
teaching, guiding children throughout their childhood and in someways, throughout their lives.  Today, 
we celebrate the act and art of mothering.  Whether you are a mother or not, perhaps you have given 
birth to new ideas, projects, even faith communities and churches.  Perhaps everyone has the experience 
of mothering, nurturing, nourishing something or someone new into existence.  Today we celebrate this 
endlessly creative act.  We will also have our annual child dedication ceremony. 

May 20: "Creative Ways to Make a Difference" with the YRUU Youth Group. Join our youth as we explore ways 
to use our creativity to make a difference in the world and celebrate our graduating seniors as they 
transition from their youth community to that of the young adults. This service will feature musical 
performances by our youth with support from Joe Uveges. 

May 27: “Endings and Beginnings” with Rev. Dana Lightsey. Life is never the same, after a loved one dies.  Our 
hearts will always hold a place of long and grief.  It is sometimes a hard reality to know that we must all 
go on with our lives without them.  This Memorial Day service will be a time to hold those losses and 
our grief and honor the memories of our loved ones. This will also be a time to honor all who have died 
serving in the military and law enforcement. 

Calendar & Services 

Events Calendar - May 2018 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 1 
 

2 
Book Club 
   6:30 pm - 8:30 pm 
Church Council 
   6:30 pm - 8:30 pm 
7th - 9th Grade OWL 
   7:00 pm - 8:30 pm 

3 
Stitchers 
   9:30 am - 11:00 am 

4 
Board Meeting 
   7:00 pm - 9:30 pm 

5 
CUUPS - Feary Ball 
   9:00 am - 8:00 pm 

6 
YRUU Youth Group 
   10:00 am - 12:00 pm 
7th - 9th Grade OWL 
   12:00 pm - 3:15 pm 
LDC Class 
   12:00 pm - 2:00 pm 

7 
Navigators USA 
   6:00 pm - 8:00 pm 

8 
 

9 
 

10 
 

11 
CUPPS Spirituality 
   6:30 pm - 9:30 pm 

12 

13 
YRUU Youth Group 
   10:00 am - 12:00 pm 
7th - 9th Grade OWL 
   12:00 pm - 3:15 pm 

14 
 

15 
 

16 
Faith Formation Meeting 
   6:00 pm - 7:30 pm  
 

17 
Stitchers 
   9:30 am - 11:00 am 
 
 

18 
Hip Parents Group     
   6:00 pm - 9:00 pm 

19 
Issues on Aging 
   10:30 am - 12:00 pm 
Metaphysical Fair 
   11:00 am - 4:00 pm 

20 
YRUU Youth Group 
   10:00 am - 12:00 pm 
7th - 9th Grade OWL 
   12:00 pm - 3:15 pm 

21 
Navigators USA 
   6:00 pm - 8:00 pm 

22 
 
 
 

23 
 

24 
 

25 
CUPPS Spirituality 
   6:30 pm - 9:30 pm 

26 
 
 

27 
YRUU Youth Group 
   10:00 am - 12:00 pm 

28 
 

29 
CUPPS - Full Moon 
   6:30 pm - 9:30 pm 

30 
 

31 
 

    

Be sure to check the Events Tag on the website at www.hpcuu.org for additions and corrections to the calendar.  
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O ur monthly theme for May is “Creativity”.  What does it mean to be a people of CREATIVITY? 

“I invented this rule for myself to be applied to every decision I might have to make in the future. I would 
sort out all the arguments and see which belonged to fear and which to creativeness, and other things being 

equal I would make the decision which had the larger number of creative reasons on its side. I think it must be a 
rule something like this that makes jonquils and crocuses come pushing through cold mud.” 

Katharine Butler Hathaway 

What would you do if you were in a tough financial situation, unable to afford your home, and trying 
to find some other place you could move that would be acceptable?  Many of us have faced similar 
situations in our lives and it is scary.  It brings the fundamentals of survival, the lowest section of 
Maslow’s hierarchy, into great focus. 

And, what would you do if a kind and generous relative or friend invited you to move into an 
apartment in their house because they see what a difficult situation you are in and they want to help.  
And, because they believe in you and your potential.  They also like you and would love to have you 
around.  Oh, and by the way, they will only charge you a fraction of what it is worth because they 
want to help you get back on your feet.  How would you feel?  What is this gift worth? 

Kindness and generosity like this tends to be rare and elusive, even counter-cultural in our society 
today.  And yet, this is exactly what has happened to us here at HPCUU.   

Unity Spiritual Center in the Rockies has been considering the possibility of us moving in with them 
for about four months now.  After numerous discussions and town hall meetings, on March 18, 97% of 
the congregation voted to invite us to move in with them.   

Our board met with their board last week to begin getting to know one another.  After introductions, 
Rev. Ahriana Platten, the minister at Unity, explained to our board that they truly want to help us.  
They love the idea of us moving in with them, getting to know one another, and collaborating with 
them on common efforts to affect important change in our community.  They too are passionate about 
doing the work of interfaith, which means bringing faith communities together to build relationships, 
learn from one another, and work together on common values.  They want us to help them make Unity 
an Interfaith Center. 

A year and four months ago, 92% of our community stated on a survey that you agreed with, or 
strongly agreed with the idea of creating an Interfaith Center.  Many of us thought all was lost when 
Vista Grande UCC decided they didn’t want us to move in with them.  However, Unity has extended 
an invitation to fulfill this exciting and compelling vision that gives us all a greater purpose and 
meaning for HPCUU to thrive into this new century. 

Minister’s Musings 

Minister’s Musings 
by Rev Dana Lightsey 
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In addition to inviting us to move in with them, they are offering us very generous financial terms, 
which we will share with you at the town hall meeting on May 6.  Why are they doing this?  Because it 
is in their mission to be generous and they believe in us and our potential, as a congregation.  This is 
not about money for them.  Instead, they feel that this is the next step in deepening their spiritual 
growth and maturity. 

You are intelligent people and I know you want to think this, and all of our options, through for 
yourselves and we want to involve you in this decision.  Unity is not the only choice before us.  We 
continue to explore other options including sharing space with other faith communities (including All 
Souls UU), holding services at a school, and other potential rental opportunities.  Each option has its 
own process that must be explored.   

To help all of us discern the best path forward with Unity, they have invited us to visit their place for 
two open house events.  The first is on Friday, May 11 from 4:00 pm to 7:00 pm.  The second is on 
Saturday, May 12, from 2:30 pm to 5:00 pm.  We will also have a Sunday service at Unity either on May 
13 or May 20 at 4:00 pm in the afternoon.  I’ll get back to you asap to confirm the date and details. 

Please do all you can to join us for the service and this important Town Hall meeting on May 6.  The 
service with Rev. Michael Dowd will be terrific!  His humanist perspective will resonate with many of 
you.  Hopefully, we will also have news for you about potential buyers of our property.  The Rev. 
Jonipher Kwong, our contact person with Mountain Desert District and the Pacific Western Region, 
will be there to lend his support and answer any questions from the perspective of the denomination.  
The board and I will share with you details of all our options.   

The generosity and kindness being shown to us from Unity touches me beyond words.  They are doing 
this because they are living their values in the world.  In our response to their invitation, I ask you to 
consider how we want to live our values in the world.  How do we want to deepen our ability to 
respond with a generosity of spirit?  What are the next steps for our search for truth and meaning in 
our lives?  How do we strengthen the web of existence of which we are a part?  And, what does this 
move have to do with any of these questions? 

After much waiting, it appears that there might finally be the glimmerings of light at the end of the 
tunnel.  Our theme of “Creativity” is fitting for us right now.   At last, it might soon be time to switch 
from waiting mode into creating mode.  May we make the most of the opportunities given to us.  We 
are ready! 

May our path forward be blessed with clarity, understanding and ease.  May it be so. 

In partnership, 

Rev. Dana Lightsey 

Minister’s Musings 
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What’s Happening in Faith Formation? 
 

All Month (every Sunday): Nursery from 10:00 am to 11:15 am 

  PK-8th Grade Classes from 10:15 am to 11:15 am 

  YRUU from 10:00 am to 12:00 pm 

 

Wednesday, May 2: 7th - 9th Grade OWL from 7:00 pm to 8:30 pm 

Sunday, May 6: 7th - 9th Grade OWL from 12:00 pm to 3:30 pm 

  YRUU music rehearsal with Joe from 11:30 am to 12:30 pm 

Monday, May 7: Navigators USA (a co-ed UU scouting group) from 6:00 pm to 8:00 pm 

Friday, May 11: CUUPS Spirituality Class from 6:30 pm to 9:30 pm 

Sunday, May 13:  Child/Baby Dedication Ceremony 

  7th - 9th Grade OWL from 12:00 pm to 3:15 pm 

Wednesday, May 16: Faith Formation Team meeting (off-site) from 6:00 pm to 7:30 pm 

Friday, May 18: Open Covenant HiP Parents’ Group from 6:00 pm to 9:00 pm 

Saturday, May 19: Issues on Aging from 10:30 am to 12:00 pm 

Sunday, May 20: Multigenerational Youth Service 

Monday, May 21: Navigators USA (a co-ed UU scouting group) from 6:00 pm to 8:00 pm 

Friday, May 25: CUUPS Spirituality Class from 6:30 pm to 9:30 pm 

Sunday, May 27: Last day of regular Sunday School classes 

 

Jessica will be on-site three Sundays this month, May 6th, 20th and 27th, May 13th will be her week off. A member of the Faith 
Formation team will be available to answer questions and serve as the Faith Formation point person when Jessica is not on-site. 

 

If you have a group which you believe works toward the goals of Faith Formation please contact Jessica Laikeman at 
dff@hpcuu.org about including your meetings on the monthly list of Faith Formation Programming events. 

 

RE Summer Program - Volunteers Needed!  

D o you have a hobby or passion you would like to share with our children and youth? Well, this summer is your 
opportunity to do so just choose one Sunday between Memorial Day and Labor Day to lead an all ages 

workshop for our children and youth . You pick the topic, our only request is that the supply needs be limited to basic 
craft supplies we have on-hand. We’ll also have a “second adult” on-hand to lend support (and if you have someone 
you’d like to bring, even better!) Email Jessica at dff@hpcuu.org to sign up! 

20s and 30s Young Adult Group 

D id you know that we have a group specifically for members in their 20s and 30s? This group gets together on a 
monthly basis for potluck game and movie nights (usually Friday or Saturday nights). Come join us and meet 

other UUs your age! Our next gathering will be in mid-April, as schedules permit.  Email Dan Keating at 
youngadults@hpcuu.org for more information or to let us know you’re interested in joining! 

Faith Formation 

Faith Formation 
by Jessica Laikeman 

 

 

mailto:dff@hpcuu.org?subject=RE%20Summer%20Program
mailto:youngadults@hpcuu.org?subject=Young%20Adults%20Group
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Faith Formation 

dff@hpcuu.org 

mailto:dff@hpcuu.org?subject=Child%20Dedication
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T he Rev. Michael Dowd is a former pastor and sustainable communities 
organizer, bestselling eco-theologian, and pro-science evangelist whose work 

has been featured in The New York Times, LA Times, Wall Street Journal, 
Washington Post, Newsweek, Discover, and on television nationally. His book, 

Thank God for Evolution: How the Marriage of Science and Religion Will 
Transform Your Life and Our World, was endorsed by 6 Nobel Prize-winning 
scientists, noted skeptics, and by religious leaders across the spectrum. Michael and 
his science writer, evolutionary educator, and fellow climate activist wife, Connie 
Barlow, have spoken to more than 2,000 groups throughout North America since 
2002. Michael has delivered two TEDx talks and a program at the United Nations. 
He has also conducted two acclaimed online conversation series: "The Advent of 

Evolutionary Christianity" and "The Future Is Calling Us to Greatness". Dowd's 
passion for proclaiming a pro-science, nature-honoring message of inspiration — 
what he calls "the gospel of right relationship to Reality" — has earned him the 
moniker 'Rev. Reality', as he speaks prophetically in secular and religious settings 
about our sacred responsibility to future generations. Dowd's credo (as explained in 
this 9 min video) is: "Reality is my God. Evidence is my scripture. Big History is my 
creation story. Ecology is my theology. Integrity is my spiritual path. And fostering 
a just and healthy future is my mission." 

HPCUU Day to Serve Photos 

Day of Service Photos 



Page 8 

 

 

Day of Service Photos 

HPCUU Day to Serve Photos 
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2018 Stewardship Campaign 
Thank you to the 79 households who have returned their 
pledge forms to our church.  

W e now have financial commitments for $172,500. 
Unfortunately, that is only just over half of our 

projected needs if we will be able to fully fund our paid 
staff and take care of other expenses that support the  
ministries of High Plains Church. 

High Plains’ ministries to ourselves, to our children and 
to the wider community are too important to be 
diminished by a less than robust financial commitment 
from those of us who benefit from those ministries. I 
attended an adult ed course at Eno River Fellowship in 
Durham NC, about the spiritual  implications of money 
management. The point that made the biggest impact on 
myself was this: If you want to understand where your 
dearest values lie, investigate your checkbook. 
Hopefully, HPCUU is one of your dear values and your 
checkbook testifies to that statement. 

If you have let the Stewardship Drive slip your mind, 
please take time right now to fill out your pledge form (a 
paper one was sent out a few weeks ago and there is an 
electronic form on our website, hpcuu.org). We 
appreciate hearing from you soon. 

In faith and fellowship, 
Karen Clemmensen  

Fellowship 

http://www.hpcuu.org
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Fellowship 

 

 

High Plains Stitchers 

Bring your stitching project (knit, crochet, quilting, or any easily transportable 
craft) and join us on the 1st and 3rd Thursdays of the month at La Tartine 

Bistro from 9:30 am - 11:00 am. 

Our group mainly works on their own projects - but we also create blankets for 
members/friends suffering severe illness, undergoing surgery or experiencing a 
loss, and to welcome new babies. 

The cafe is located in a small shopping center on the NW corner of Academy 
and Briargate Blvd (opposite Security Service bank, behind the Burger King). 

Don't stitch? Why not come anyway and just "hang out" with us?? 

Questions? Contact Ruby Doyle at stitchers@hpcuu.org. 
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Another baby joins our High Plains Family!  

I f you haven’t been in the nursery recently you might not have known that Khadeja Pierre (one of our Nursery 
supervisors) was expecting her first child. Early in the morning on April 23rd Khadeja gave birth to a healthy baby 

boy named Kingston. Please send along your congratulations to the new family by helping them out with a meal. 
Please visit their mealtrain at https://mealtrain.com/wyyk41 

Articles 

High Plains Book Club 
By Heather Southard 

H igh Plains Book Club next meets on Wednesday, May 2, 2018.  We meet at 
6:30 pm in the church sanctuary.  Our theme for May is World War II.  You 

may read fiction or non-fiction.  Come ready to talk about your book and to help 
pick the next theme.  We are always looking for new members and look forward to 
meeting new people.  Please join us for a great night of book discussions.  If you 
have any questions, please see Heather Southard. 

Thank you.  Heather S 

https://mealtrain.com/wyyk41
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Articles 

Issues on Aging 
A Happier You 

S ue Neufeld will facilitate a discussion/exploration of what makes people happy, how having a rosy 
outlook on life can improve your health, and some ways to get happier.  This topic will appeal to all 

ages, not just seniors; so I hope we will have good attendance.  We will meet in the Middle School 
classroom on May 19th from 10:30 am - 12:00 pm and will also discuss what topics you would like to see 
explored and how frequently you would like to meet in the future.  

Spring has Sprung and so has the Scrip Program 

Your Purchases Matter to our Bottom Line 

Support the work of HPCUU 

Beginning Sunday, April 29 and every Sunday in May, you will 

be able order (on a pre-paid basis) your favorite scrip gift cards 

as well purchasing cards currently in stock.  

A few examples of the 800+ cards available from Great Lakes 

are: 

 Staples & Office Depot,  

 REI,  

 Petco & PetSmart,  

 Dillard’s & Macy’s 

Go to the Great Lakes website to see a complete list of 

vendors:  

https://www.shopwithscrip.com 

FAVORITES available for immediate purchase at the 
scrip table: 

Panera…Starbucks…Noodles & Co…Bed Bath…
Chipotle…Taco Bell…Target…Walgreens…Einstein’s…

Home Depot…Lowe’s 

Starting in June, the program shifts, with orders being taken 

TWICE a month and cards distributed 2 weeks later. Ideally, on 

the First and Third Sunday’s, with modifications depending on 

other church activities. 

https://www.shopwithscrip.com
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Articles 

tinyurl.com/QUUest18 

tinyurl.com/SpiritQUUest18 

http://www.tinyurl.com/QUUest18
http://www.tinyurl.com/SpiritQUUest18
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  HPCUU 

  1825 Dominion Way 

  Colorado Springs CO 80918 

 

 719-260-1080 

 

Member of Unitarian Universalist Association 

Sunday Services at 10:00 AM 

Come Join Us! 
 

 

Revisions by Jonathan 
Specializing in Creative Home Improvements  - Where ideas Become Reality 

Do you need something in your world - fixed, added, or removed? 

Projects include: Carpentry, Electrical, Plumbing, Painting, Plastering, Dry walling, Tiling, and many more... 

Decks, Kitchens, Basements, Bathrooms, Windows, etc. 
 

Jonathan Herdt - Cell 338-1209                        Licensed & Insured                        jgherdt@yahoo.com                       

Inside: 
Town Hall Meeting on May 6 
Rev Michael Dowd Service 
 
Day to Serve Photos 
Stewardship Campaign 
 

 
Send Comments to: editor@hpcuu.org 
Send Articles to:   newsletter@hpcuu.org 
 
All articles for the June newsletter must be received by the end of 
day on May 26, 2018. 

Contact the Publicity team at publicity@hpcuu.org if you would like to place an add in the HPCUU Newsletter. 

Rev Dana's Hours: 
Tue, Wed, Thu: 11:00 am - 2:00 pm 
Please don't hesitate to call her at 970-590-6978 
if there is a serious or emergency situation. 

Office Hours: 
Mon thru Fri: 10:00 am - 2:00 pm 


