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Adopt-A-Family 
Sundays, December 2nd and 9th 

A s they've done for the past five years, 
Unity is adopting families through 

Westside Cares to provide presents and 
other assistance in creating a delightful 
holiday. This year, they have invited 
HPCUU to join them. The families are 
identified through Westside school 
counselors. 

They will have a tree with ornaments in the 
lobby and a signup sheet Sundays, 
December 2 and 9. Select an ornament, sign 
it out on the clipboard and return the 
requested gift in a gift bag with an 
identifying tag on or before Sunday, 
December 16. It is recommended that gift 
receipts be provided with clothing 
purchases. You are welcome to keep the 
ornament or attach it to the gift. Gifts may 
be dropped off Sundays or during office 
hours. As always, in addition to requested 
gifts, gift cards of all types are welcome 
(groceries, VISA, Walmart, etc.). 

Thanks in advance for your help and 
support in creating a magical holiday for 
some of our Westside neighbors! 

 

Christmas Tree Project 
Saturdays, Dec. 1st and 8th 

U nity has invited our HPCUU family to 
help provide free Christmas trees and 

decorations to members of our greater 
Colorado Springs community through 
service to the Christmas Tree Project. 

Volunteers are needed for set-up on 
Saturday, December 1 (9 :00 am - 1:00 pm) 
and for “Giveaway” Day on Saturday, 
December 8 (8:00 am - 1:00 pm). The 
Christmas Tree Project warehouse is 
located at 4575 Galley Road. To participate, 
please sign up to volunteer on Unity’s 
bulletin board. You’ll receive more details 
by e-mail. 

If you have donations of Christmas trees, 
ornaments or other holiday decorations, 
please plan to bring them to the Christmas 
Tree Project warehouse on Saturday, 
December 1st.  

P.S. - If you’re not able to “sign up” at 
church ahead of time, Ahriana has invited 

us to just “show up.” 
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Annual Stuffed Animal Collection 
Sundays, December 2nd, 9th and 16th  

E ach year, the Unity community collects stuffed animals to donate to the Marian 
House to give them to children as holiday presents or to offer comfort throughout 

the year. This year, they've invited HPCUU to participate with them. Please bring your 
donations of new or gently used stuffed animals and place them in the sanctuary on the 
seats where they can be filled with love throughout our services. The stuffed animals 
will be delivered to the Marian House after December 16th. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Calendar  

Events Calendar - December 2018 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 1 

2 
YRUU Youth Group 
   3:00 pm - 5:00 pm 
Sunday Service 
   3:30 pm - 4:30 pm 

3 
CUPPS 
   6:30 pm - 9:00 pm 

4 
 

5 
Church Council 
   6:30 pm - 9:30 pm 

6 
Stitchers 
   9:30 am - 11:00 am 
 
 

7 
 

8 
Worship Workshop 
   10:00 am - 12:00 pm 

9 
YRUU Youth Group 
   3:00 pm - 5:00 pm 
Sunday Service 
   3:30 pm - 4:30 pm 

10 11 
 

12 
 

13 
 

14 
CUPPS 
   6:30 pm - 9:00 pm 
 
 

15 
Pageant Rehearsal 
   1:00 pm - 3:00 pm 

16 
Yule Pageant 
   3:30 pm - 4:30 pm 
Holiday Bazaar 
   4:30 pm  

17 18 
 

19 
 

20 
Stitchers 
   9:30 am - 11:00 am 
Blue Christmas Service 
   6:00 pm - 7:00 pm 

21 
CUPPS 
   6:00 pm - 9:00 pm 
Board Meeting 
   6:30 pm - 9:00 pm  

22 

23 
Sunday Service 
   3:30 pm - 4:30 pm 
 
 

24 
Christmas Eve Service 
   7:00 pm - 8:00 pm 

25 
 

26 
 

27 
 

28 29 

30 
Sunday Service 
   3:30 pm - 4:30 pm 

31  

Be sure to check the Events Tag on the website at www.hpcuu.org for additions and corrections to the calendar.  
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A Season of Mystery 
“In the deep mid-winter, 
icy wind made moan. Earth 
was hard as iron, water like 
a stone.” – Rossetti, Holst 

W hether it's the mystery of a miracle of 
the sufficiency of resources, as in the 

story of Hanukkah, the mystery of the sun 
coming to rest at its lowest point of the year 
that we see in Yule, the mystery of the birth of a 
child in the Christian story of the birth of Jesus, 
the mystery of survival in a hostile environment, or any 
of the others to which we attend in this season of short days and 
long nights – this is a season of Mystery. What mystery waits to be 
discovered in this season? 

          Services - Mystery 
 All Services begin at 3:30 pm unless otherwise noted 

Dec 2:  “The Mystery of Our Presence” with Rev. Wanda Daniel. We're 
entering the season of Mystery and the Dark as our days get shorter 
and the nights longer. Until the Winter Solstice we walk through a 
season designed to take us further and further within the depths of our 
own presence. Instead of rushing madly here and there, as we usually do 
for holiday preparations, the increasing dark calls us to be still and quiet, to explore the deepest 
aspects of ourselves, and to converse with our sacred core. Our human presence weaves a unique pattern of 
human responsibility within this sacred mystery. We do not yet understand all of who we are as humans, 
our capabilities, and our impacts here and now on planet Earth. What we know is that our journeys matter – 
to ourselves, others, and Earth. Let us explore the importance of this journey and begin. 

Dec 9:  "Cultivating Joy in Our Lives" with Amanda Udis-Kessler. What are we doing to cultivate joy in our lives? 
Let's reflect on some of the most important elements of joy and consider together how we can increase our 
individual and collective joy and make the world a more joyful place. 

Dec 16:  "Annual Pageant" with Jessica Laikeman and Dianne McRae. It will be a celebration of the Pagan Sabbat, 
one of our series of services in the round where we see one another in community. Jessica and Dianne will 
coordinate the rich stories that tell more of the mystery of our lives as humans on this Earth. 

Dec 20:  “Blue Christmas Service" at 6:00 pm hosted by Unity. Everyone experiences losses and times of sadness. 
When we see all of the jolly lights, hear the songs of celebration, and smell foods that we’ve shared with 
those we’ve lost, holidays can feel particularly cruel. This service is for whom the season is a difficult time. 
Please join us for this time of quiet, reflection, and healing.  

Dec 23:  "The story of Mary, Joseph, and Jesus", the Holy Family of Christian traditions, is one of poor people in a 
situation of unsettled, uncertain, and undependable times. Their story could be one of our modern world. 
What if they were refugees from a land torn by war, by gang violence, by famine, disease, or poverty. As we 
relate the story of modern-day refugees to that of a legendary family long ago, we see “the inherent worth 
and dignity of every person” and can expand our perspective on how we treat our neighbors. 

Dec 24:  "Christmas Eve Service" at 7:00 pm with Cindy Fesgen who will lead our candlelight service. We hope you'll 
join us for a time of carols, candles and quiet reflection on the birth of the Holy Child of Christian tradition. 

Dec 30:  "Chocolate & Champagne Communion" with Dianne McRae and Cindy Fesgen.  This is a celebration of the 
mystery of time, its manifestations in our lives of past, present, and future, and of taking stock of all of these 
aspects of our existence. Join us to toast both joys and sorrows of the past year and to celebrate the mystery 
of what is ahead. 
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Faith Formation 

Yule Pageant – December 16th 
As we continue through our series of the 8 pagan sabbats, 
our pageant this year will be celebrating Yule. We are 
looking for children and adults to help with the pageant 
this year. We are in need of folks young and old for some 
non-speaking roles as well as 4 or 5 folks to be our 
“carolers”. Carolers may have a few lines and will lead 
the congregation in song. 

Carolers should be available to stay after church for a bit 
on Sunday, December 9th, to go over the songs and their 
few lines. There will also be one rehearsal for everyone 
else on Saturday, December 15th from 1:00 pm to 3:00 pm 
(though we may end early).  

Please email Jessica Laikeman at dff.hpcuu@gmail.com if 
you are interested in participating.  

Holiday Bazaar – December 16th 
Back again this year, High Plains is having a Holiday 
Bazaar on December 16th immediately following the 
service. Join us as we transform our space into a holiday 
market for our kids to "shop" (no real money will be 
exchanged) for treasures to give their family this holiday 
season, complete with a wrapping station. What do we  

 

need from you? We need donations! 

Please bring in your gently used or new items you no 
longer need to donate for the bazaar. De-clutter your 
closets and give to the church at the same time! 
Donations are being collected in the church office.  

Please deliver all donations to the church by December 
13th.  

Faith Formation Team Needs YOU! 
Our Faith Formation team is in need of some new 
members! If you are interested in supporting our faith 
formation programming from behind the scenes then 
we’d love to have you! We meet once a month and take 
on supporting roles in helping our program run 
smoothly. Responsibilities may include serving as Faith 
Formation point person (mostly greeting visitors and 
pointing people in the right direction) when Jessica is not 
onsite, following up with visiting families by email, 
helping to decorate the Faith Formation bulletin board, 
etc.  

Please email faithformation@hpcuu.org if you are 
interested in joining us! 

Faith Formation 
by Jessica Laikeman 

 

 

What’s Happening in Faith Formation? 
 All Month (every Sunday):   Nursery care for 4yrs and under from 3:15 pm to 4:45 pm 

 Sunday, December 2: YRUU Youth Group from 3:00 pm to 5:00 pm 

 Sunday, December 9:  YRUU Youth Group from 3:00 pm to 5:00 pm 

  Music Rehearsal for the pageant from 4:45 pm to 5:30 pm 

 Saturday, December 15:  Pageant Rehearsal from 1:00 pm to 3:00 pm 

 Sunday, December 16:  Multigenerational Yule Pageant & Holiday Bazaar 

 Wednesday, December 19: Faith Formation Team meeting (via Zoom) from 6:00 pm to 7:30 pm 

 Sunday, December 23:  No Classes for PK-8th  

 Sunday, December 30:  No Classes for PK-8th 

  Coming of Age for 9th-10th graders from 3:00 pm to 5:00 pm 

Jessica generally works 3 Sundays each month. Jessica will be on-site December 2nd, 16th and 30th. December 9th and 

23rd will be her weeks off. A member of the Faith Formation team will be available to answer questions and serve as 
the Faith Formation point person when Jessica is not on-site. 

If you have a group which you believe works toward the goals of Faith Formation please contact Jessica Laikeman at 
dff@hpcuu.org about including your meetings on the monthly list of Faith Formation Programming events. 

mailto:dff.hpcuu@gmail.com?subject=Yule%20Pageant
mailto:faithformation@hpcuu.org
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Leading Worship Workshop 
The Power of Our Presence 

By Wanda Daniel 

W henever we stand and speak, our mere presence communicates a statement and holds a conversation. As we 
each bring a uniqueness to the table and as each situation holds different elements, so we design our 

presentations with a fluidity that honors both self and other. We ride rivers of energy with intentionality and 
spontaneity. We are not in control, yet we are at the helm. Usually our speaking journey does not arrive exactly 
where we charted initially. At the same time, we give what we prepare and we receive what is present. 

During our time together, we'll explore several elements of a powerful talk/conversation. We'll experience those 
moments in our own shoes as well as observe others' moments. We'll teach each other and learn from each other. I 
invite you to bring your strengths and your perceived weaknesses. We'll begin to weave tapestries of presence that 
will evolve with integrity and enduring power. 

W e have several spots available for members of the congregation to attend this workshop, from 10:00 - 12:00 pm 
on Saturday, December 8. It is free.  It will take place in the Fillmore Center (Religious Education building just 

north of the church). If you have an interest in finding out more about what it means to lead worship and how to do 
this in a meaningful way, please let Dionne Myers, the Office Goddess, know of your interest at 719.260.1080. We 
would love to have you attend this with the members of our Worship Team. Attending the workshop does not 
obligate you to lead services. Perhaps it will light a flame in your heart that reveals a hidden passion for sharing in 
ministry to our congregation. 

Faith Formation 

 A People of Mystery? 

U nitarian Universalists love puzzles. We proudly 
announce that we are the religion that loves 

questions and questioning. Or to put it another way, we 
love figuring out life’s mysteries. 

But what if mystery isn’t just something to figure out? 
What if it’s also something to be listened to? This is the 

lesser recognized call of our faith. Being a people of 
mystery isn’t just about engaging life as a marvelous 
puzzle. It’s also about allowing yourself to be spoken to 
by life’s wonder. One of the most elegant articulations of 
this comes from the poet Mary Oliver, a much-loved 
poet of Unitarian Universalists. In her poem, Wild 
Geese, she writes, 

Whoever you are, no matter how lonely, 

the world offers itself to your imagination, 

calls to you like the wild geese, harsh and 
exciting— 

over and over announcing your place in the 
family of things. 

Oliver’s call to listen for life’s announcements implies a 
letting go. Mystery is funny this way. You can’t make it 
speak. Indeed the more you pursue the answers to life’s 
mysteries; the more distant they become. If we want 
mystery to speak, it seems we have to be willing to be 
caught off guard. UU humanist minister and poet, David 
Breeden, captures this beautifully when he writes, 

 

I dug and dug 

Deeper into the earth 

Looking for blue heaven 

Choking always 

On piles of dust rising 

Then once 

At midnight 

I slipped 

And fell into the sky 

Slipping, and then falling into the sky. Is there a better 
way to describe our dance with mystery? Isn’t this what 
all the great mystics have been trying to tell us from the 
start? That sitting at the heart of mystery is not the 
unknown, but unity. We fall into mystery and it falls 
into us. Its voice is one that whispers, “I am you and you 
are me.” Mystery doesn’t put up barriers; it dissolves 
them. Haven’t all of us faced the wonder and mystery of 
a sunset, the stars, a baby’s first cry or a lover’s wet kiss 
and thought to ourselves, “Who I am does not end at the 
barrier of my skin”? 

So friends, this month, let’s let ourselves fall in and open 
up. So many opportunities to slip into the sky and let it 
slip into us. Let’s put down all the puzzling and the 
figuring out. Just long enough to notice that life isn’t 
simply trying to stump us. It’s also trying to connect 
with us. 
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The President’s Post 
by Ann Harris 

 

A s we enjoy the holiday season and the end of 2018 approaches, I am 
struck by the profound sense of gratitude I am feeling.  

I am grateful for the members and friends who have chosen to make the 
transition with us from 1825 Dominion Way to 1945 Mesa Road. 

I am grateful for the warm welcome that Rev. Ahriana and the Unity 
community have given us as we’ve settled into our new church home at the 
Unity Center.  

I am grateful for the first-time visitors who join us on Sundays to learn more 
about HPCUU and Unitarian Universalism.  

I am grateful for the dedication and hard work of the board, MET, Church 
Council and HPCUU staff to serve our congregation and to advance the work 
of our church.  

I am grateful for the countless volunteers who greet us on Sundays, prepare 
and lead our worship services, provide inspiring music, lead us in song, teach 
our children, work with our youth, serve us coffee and treats - and clean up 
after us. 

I am grateful for the opportunities to serve our new community on the 
west side of Colorado Springs and support those who are less fortunate 
than we are.  

I am grateful for the interfaith outreach and community service projects 
that members have encouraged us to participate in.  

As we look ahead to the new year, I am grateful to be on this journey with you!  

In faith, 
Ann Harris  

                  With Gratitude 
                           Guest House 

            Written by 13th Century Persian poet, Rumi 

This being human is a guest house. 
Every morning a new arrival. 

A joy, a depression, a meanness, 
some momentary awareness comes 

As an unexpected visitor. 
Welcome and entertain them all! 

Even if they’re a crowd of sorrows, 
who violently sweep your house 

empty of its furniture, 
still treat each guest honorably. 

He may be clearing you out 
for some new delight. 

The dark thought, the shame, the malice, 
meet them at the door laughing, 

and invite them in. 
Be grateful for whoever comes, 

because each has been sent 
as a guide from beyond. 

President’s Post 
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Fellowsuip 

Chalica 
By Karen Clemmensen 

C halica is a holiday celebrated by Unitarian 
Universalists. It came from a group of UUs in 2005 

who wondered what it might look like to create a new 
UU holiday.  Traditionally Chalica begins on the first 
Monday in December and lasts seven days (Dec. 3-9, 
2018) although some UUs celebrate for seven weeks 
beginning in January. 

Our seven principles are the focus of this uniquely UU 
celebration. Each day (or week beginning in January) a 
chalice or candle is lit and activities center around 
honoring that principle. The idea is to not only focus on 
the meaning of that day’s principle, but to also do an 
action to live out that principle.  

 

There is a Chalica Facebook page, a Chalica blog, Chalica-
themed songs on YouTube and a Pinterest page. One UU 
church RE Director created a booklet for children 
(https://www.scribd.com/document/37185106/Chalica
-book). May these resources encourage you and your 
family to  celebrate our UU principles and core values 
during this year’s holiday season. 

HPCUU Inclement Weather Notifications 
By Ann Harris 

I f our 3:30 pm Sunday service or other church activities 
are cancelled due to inclement weather, please be on 

the lookout for an e-mail from the Announce List and/or 
Ministry Tracker. Cancellation notifications about 
Sunday services will be sent by noon. Our website 
(http://www.hpcuu.org) and Facebook page will also be 
updated to reflect the cancellation.  

 

December O's through Z's 
If your last name begins with the letters O through Z, please pick one 
Sunday this month to bring a snack to share during our Coffee Hour 

after church: 

    Holiday baking, appetizers, cheese and crackers … anything goes! 

Questions: E-mail HipSnacks@hpcuu.org 

High Plains Stitchers 

Bring your stitching project (knit, crochet, quilting, or any easily transportable 
craft) and join us on the 1st and 3rd Thursdays of the month at La Tartine Bistro 
from 9:30 am - 11:00 am. 

Our group mainly works on their own projects - but we also create blankets for 
members/friends suffering severe illness, undergoing surgery or experiencing a 
loss, and to welcome new babies. 

The cafe is located in a small shopping center on the NW corner of Academy 
and Briargate Blvd (opposite Security Service bank, behind the Burger King). 

Don't stitch? Why not come anyway and just "hang out" with us?? 

Questions? Contact Ruby Doyle at stitchers@hpcuu.org. 

https://www.scribd.com/document/37185106/Chalica-book
https://www.scribd.com/document/37185106/Chalica-book
http://www.hpcuu.org
mailto:HipSnacks@hpcuu.org?subject=HiP%20Snacks
mailto:stitchers@hpcuu.org
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  HPCUU 

  1945 Mesa Road 

  Colorado Springs CO 80904 

 

 719-260-1080 

 

Member of Unitarian Universalist Association 

Sunday Services at 3:30 pm 

Come Join Us! 
 

 

Revisions by Jonathan 
Specializing in Creative Home Improvements  - Where ideas Become Reality 

Do you need something in your world - fixed, added, or removed? 

Projects include: Carpentry, Electrical, Plumbing, Painting, Plastering, Dry walling, Tiling, and many more... 

Decks, Kitchens, Basements, Bathrooms, Windows, etc. 
 

Jonathan Herdt - Cell 338-1209                        Licensed & Insured                        jgherdt@yahoo.com                       

Inside: 
 
Faith Formation 
President's Post 
Holiday Services 
Auction & Thanksgiving Potluck Photos 
 

 
Send Comments to: editor@hpcuu.org 
Send Articles to:   newsletter@hpcuu.org 
 
All articles for the January newsletter must be received by the 
end of day on December 26, 2018. 

Contact the Publicity team at publicity@hpcuu.org if you would like to place an add in the HPCUU Newsletter. 

 

 

 

Office Hours: 

Sunday:   3:00 pm  - 5:00 pm 

Monday thru Wednesday: 11:30 am - 3:00 pm 
Thursday:   11:30 am - 4:30 pm 


