
I brought the first boughs of pine into
my home tonight. That fresh smell ren-
dering a certain knowing of the 
indigenous practice of my Celtic ances-

tors to have green in the house. To remind us that the
cycles of life and growth will be returning once winter
is gone. 

So many ceremonies and rituals at this time of year are
timed to welcome the light back from the darkest night.
We seem to source our basic hope from the acknowl-
edgement that the longest night begins to, yet again, turn
toward the sun — every year. 

But before we rush to take away the dark, let us remember
that Winter Solstice in many cultures has also been 
celebrated as the resting time of the year. Persons seek
the dark as a place of rest — where we can acknowledge
what has been, and what is leaving.
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December Dates
Rememberto

Dec. 3 — Newcomers Class
Dec. 8 — Inter-Religious Service 

with guest Marguerite Cantú 

Dec. 9 — Facing Death Class
Dec. 13 — Las Posadas
Dec. 14 — Journaling Class
Dec 15— All Youth Holiday Bazaar and Party
Dec. 15— Our “Blueish” Holiday Service
Dec. 20 — World Café: The Four Directions 

with Marguerite Cantú
Dec. 22 — Carol Service and Lost Island Mini-Golf 

Dec 24 — Christmas Eve Service
Light of Love Around the World

Dec 25–Jan 1 — Church Office Closed

Dec 29 — New Year’s Eve Ritual 
Chocolate & Champagne 

Dear High Plains Family, 

Continued on page 2

Gently Enter the Holiday Season!  
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Continued from front page

Minister’s Musings

Sometimes, it seems that our daily existence can place 
a veil between ourselves and the deeper mysteries of
life. We can get caught in believing that our mundane 
existence is so distant from whatever possibility we are
hoping for.  With love, it reminds me that it has been 
almost a year that we have been together now, and it
feels as if we just have our feet under us.  We have only
found some ground to stand on, let alone turn toward
the next cycle of growth.  

Yet winter reminds us that life energy is just under-
ground, being strengthened by rest, renewing itself, so
that the return of life may lead to a flowering rather than
be dissipated by being used prematurely. 

So, when the blessing of the purest darkness comes, see
if you can relax, loosen the clutch around your heart, 
release the breath you have held for so long, and drop
behind the veil of the darkness that has drawn itself all
around us like a blanket. There is an invitation to take its
hand, or maybe take the hand of the one sitting next to
you and cuddle up close, because none of us makes this
journey alone.

In that spirit, you are invited to several special holy-
day services this month. Come rest and celebrate in
community as we as we stand together in this awe-full
mystery at our fingertips. 

It has long been the goal of sacred ceremony and ritual
— no matter what the tradition — to make time for a
deeper way of knowing. I believe that making that kind
of time is a human longing, and it is absolutely essential
for the health of the human spirit.  So, what we are
doing during this time of year is no small thing.

If you take it seriously, winter is the time when you can
make a way into that place of unity with the bright

causality that sits at the center of all creation.  We can
expand our capacity to be in contact with the spark
inside — the particular little nugget of gold in the 
center of each of us — that just like a seed coddled
in the dark womb of the earth, ever holds the poten-
tial for the unfailing renewal of life.  

To do so, is to make real the power of the infinite 
in the center of each of our beings.  To do so, is to
know the place of infinite mystery where our lives are
contained in some larger truth.

May this season bring you the nourishment of the
dark, and enough light to fill any void.

I think over again my small adventures, my fears, 
These small ones that seemed so big. For all the things
I had to get and to reach. And yet there is only one
great thing. The only thing. To live to see the great
day that dawns. And the light that fills the world.  

– Inuit Song

-Rev. Julia
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December Services

We will look at what to do about the problem of jour-
neying through this life with the illusion that we are
traveling alone. As we look into our theme of "awe"
this month, Rev. Julia reflects on numinous 
experiences that help us to know we are part of a
larger spiritual reality. 

Come explore Native American spirituality as different
from "religion" and understand the major values and
beliefs that drive the practices of modern indigenous
peoples. We will also ask the question: Why the resur-
gence of Traditional ways globally — now?

Mini-golf fun and more (go to page 4 for full details)

The holidays often set up big expectations that are
hard if not impossible to fulfill. People sometimes
keep up the smiling face or the “family front” just
to look like they are creating what a holiday should
be, but inside they are feeling differently.  Ironi-
cally, the holiday season often brings difficult 
feelings for folks:  loss of
love, exclusion from family,
holiday overwhelm, etc…
One of the primary responsi-
bilities of a congregation is to
gather up wisdom and sup-
port to hold one another dur-
ing these times. Rev. Julia
and Sonya Bergeron will
offer this ritual and worship.

This is an all-ages gathering for those who love the
joy of singing traditional Christmas carols and 
listening to a story of generosity and hope for hu-
mankind. And, then we will gather afterward to
share some hot chocolate together in Fellowship
Hall! Come share the “present” of your presence
with each other.  Michael and the Worship Team
welcome you and your family members.  

In staying with our inter-religious exploration of
this church year, we will celebrate traditions of wel-
coming light and hope during the darkest time of
the year from different cultures around the globe.
In the joy of a giving spirit, we ask each family to
bring a dozen Holiday cookies or your favorite
dessert treats to share after this service. 
Fellowship Team will provide hot cocoa, spiced
cider and cold cider.  Enjoy this new tradition of
gathering with your church family before you rush
home to other festivities!  

We stand in the gateway to a new year, in a 
moment of reflection as we remember the past and
imagine the future — memories of difficulty and
triumph (and most of all, of those times of 
endurance, keeping on, and life-in-the-middle).
Today we remember with the sweet/bitterness of
chocolate, we claim the hope for tomorrow with a
champagne toast. Bring your memories and dreams.

December 1

December 8
A Personal Look at the Traditional, Spiritual
Beliefs and Practices of Contemporary 
Native American Indians

The Illusion of Traveling Alone

December 15
Our Blue-ish Holiday

December 22

December 24

Followed by Trip to Christmas
Festival at Lost Island

"Lessons and Carols" Sunday

7:30pm Christmas Eve Service:  
Light of Love Around the World

December 29th

New Year's Ritual — 
Chocolate & Champagne 

All Services begin at 3:30 pm unless otherwise noted

Guest Speaker: Marguerite Cantú 
Go to page 5 for more information
on Marguerite Cantú 



Happenings...

SECOND ANNUAL TRIP to CHRISTMAS FESTIVAL at LOST ISLAND
Join your HPCUU friends for some outdoor (and 
indoor) holiday fun during our second annual trip to 
the LOST ISLAND CHRISTMAS FESTIVAL.
Lost Island is a family fun center located at the former
High Plains Church property (1825 Dominion Way).  The
festival will feature 36 holes of miniature golf, holiday
lights, large outdoor fireplace, indoor playground and
outdoor inflatables.  Hot chocolate, cider and s'mores
will also be available as well as a food truck ( for supper).
Come enjoy some holiday fun with us!!!!!!

COST: GROUP RATE of $7 per person (regular
price is $10 for adults and $8 for 12 and under, 55 and
up). This includes unlimited play for all attractions. 
Please identify yourself as being with High Plains
Church to receive the group rate.

DATE: Dec. 22, Bad weather date: Dec. 29

TIME: Right after our church service 
and fellowship hour

LOCATION: 1825 Dominion Way, CS 80918

Twelve adult HPCUU guests will join Sue Neufeld and
DavidVoigt in their home for a New Year’s Eve game night
at 6:30 pm to raise money for the church. There will 
be drinks and snacks, a soup and salad meal, and dessert.  

The bidding will start at $20. The top 12 bids will win
the event. The BID SHEETS will be found in the Fellow-
ship Hall after church starting this Sunday, December
1st.  Bidding will close on Sunday December 21st and
winners will be announced after church that day.

Questions? Ask Sue Neufeld or Gretchen Hein.

In the joy of a giving spirit, we ask each family to
bring a dozen holiday cookies, or your favorite
dessert treats, to share after our Christmas Eve
service.  Fellowship Team will provide hot cocoa,
spiced cider and cold cider.  Enjoy gathering with
your church family for a awhile before heading home
to other festivities.

Holiday
Cookies  

for 
Christmas Eve

7:30pm Christmas Eve Service:  
Light of Love Around the World

New Year's Eve Party/Fund Raiser
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Inter-Religious Services

Guest speaker, Marguerite Cantú will be
leading a creative Four Directions exercise
for the World Café on FRIDAY, Dec. 20th
from 6:30-8:30pm to help discern our per-
sonal and collective vision for the New Year.
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Our November World Café had to be cancelled
due to the snow. But Rabbi Walli Carranza gave us
a Sunday reflection earlier in the month on Judaism
— entitled,  “It's not just about the Golden Rule” —
sharing about the birth of Judaism, and what it
means to be Jewish in today's world.  She also spoke
at Unity, on November 17, 2019 on this topic. 
If you would like to listen to the message, go to:
https://unityrockies.org/media

Our next Inter-Religious service will be on 
Sunday, Dec. 8th.  We will explore Earth-based
Traditions.

The reflection will be, “A Personal Look at the 
Traditional, Spiritual Beliefs and Practices of Contem-
porary Native American Indians." We will 
explore Native American spirituality as different
from "religion" and understand the major values and
beliefs that drive the practices of modern indigenous
peoples. We will also ask the question: Why the
resurgence of Traditional ways globally — now? 

Guest speaker, Marguerite Cantú has ethnic origins
in the Southern Ute, Eastern Cherokee, and the
Chiracahua Apache Native American lineages. She
is a Senior Instructor Emeritus of the Department
of Communication at UCCS, and was Course 
Director for both Interpersonal & Intercultural
Communication. She offers presentations about 
Intercultural Communication & Native American 
Indian Community. She is a grandmother of four and
also a 21-Year Cancer Survivor.



Holiday Helpers Needed!
This year, on December 15th, our youth will be shop-
ping and making gifts for their holiday gift giving. How
can you be a Holiday Helper this year? We are asking
for donations of gently used items for the kids to pur-
chase (with fake money). We are in need of upscale
garage sale quality items. Items can be brought to
church and given to Heather Southard (or left on
Dawn’s desk in the front office) each week through
December 8th.  

On December 15th, the youth will be spending
their time at church secretly shopping, making gifts, and
wrapping gifts for their families.  

Thank you for your help!

Heather Southard
Faith Formation Coordinator
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December is the month in which we study Native
American and Earth-based Spirituality and the
monthly theme of Awe.  

All age groups of Faith Formation will continue
to meet in December with classes from 2–3: pm.
Then all ages will be in Whole Church Worship
at 3:30 pm.

Dates to remember: 
December 8th — Last Sunday to donate
garage sale items for Faith Formation.

December 15th — All Youth Holiday Bazaar
and Party 2–5:00 pm. 

As always, please contact Heather at: faith
formation@hpcuu.org if you are interested in
volunteering in our K-5 classroom or Nursery. 

Who believes it is December already?  Winter, in many 
cultures, is the time when people slow down and take time
for rest and reflection.  If you find yourself caught up in the
busyness of the holiday season, remember to find a few
moments every week for rest.  Listen to the rhythms of
the Earth’s cycles in this season of slumber.  On our World
Religions journey, December brings us down the path of 
Native American traditions and other Earth-based spiritual
practices.  These traditions heavily teach walking in har-
mony with the Earth and taking care of the gifts Mother
Earth gives to us.  As it is said in our Seventh Principle, we
need to take care of the earth.  Stewart Udall, a politician
who worked to expand federal public lands, stated, “The
most common trait of all primitive peoples is a reverence
for the life-giving earth, and the Native American shared
this elemental ethic: The land was alive to his loving touch,
and he, its son, was brother to all creatures.”

The animals on this planet are so diverse, and then the
planet itself is so diverse from all other objects in our
galaxy.  When I am in need of inspiration, I look to the
beauty of our Earth, all the creatures upon it, and look at
the larger picture of where we are in this galaxy.  I stand in
awe of the magnificence we call this world — our home.  
I hope you find many things around you that bring you awe
and happiness when you look at them.

This month we will be looking at these different topics as
well as preparing for the holiday season.  I am always in awe
of the knowledge our youth bring forth during classes.  And
speaking of awe, please watch for something new coming
to the Faith Formation bulletin board at the end of the hall-
way in the Unity Campus.  I hope to see lots of interaction
from all of you.  It will be great to hear about where you
find awe in your lives.

Faith Formation

Thanks,
Heather



We are still hiring for our 
Faith Formation Department
1. Sunday Afternoon Activity Facilitator

will work in conjunction with at least one church
volunteer each week to plan and facilitate an 
engaging and meaningful activity for our children
and youth each week. We are particularly interested
in teachers who have been trained in experiential
education or project based learning methods who
can lead engaging and interesting activity-based 
lessons. We have three age groups that need facili-
tators: 2-5 grade, Middle School, and High School.
Suggested curriculum is provided.  

This year our program focus is an exciting all-congre-
gation inter-religious exploration of ten faith traditions.
This project is an opportunity for our entire commu-
nity to discover the rich gifts that different faith tradi-
tions have to offer, and learn the socio-cultural context
they emerged from. This project ideally will include a
visit to each faith community that we study. 

2. Nursery Supervisors will work in conjunction
with at least one church volunteer each week 
to oversee the running of the nursery. Nursery 
Supervisors are also responsible for the safety and
cleanliness of nursery toys. Our nursery looks after
children ages 0-4 years old on Sunday afternoons
during our worship services. In addition, nursery
workers may be asked to provide multi-age 
childcare for other church events, though availability
for these events is not required. 

Basic Qualifications for both positions: 
Activity Facilitators and Nursery Supervisors must be
at least 18 years old, have previous experience working
with babies, children, and/or youth. You must pass a 
national criminal background check. Current First Aid
& CPR certification greatly preferred — you may be
asked to obtain certification within 30 days of hire. 

Application Process:  Please send resume and cover
letter to Rev Julia McKay,  minister@hpcuu.org or 
contact the same for more information.  

Faith Formation
Adult
Opportunities

in
January & February
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“Spirit in Practice" 
A series of six workshops on Monday evenings — 
January 13th through February 17th — from 6:30pm to 8pm. 
These workshops are designed to help Unitarian Universalists
develop regular disciplines, or practices, of the spirit—practices
that help them connect with the sacred ground of their being,
however they understand it.  One of the things that makes our
movement unique is that we do not insist that everyone take the
same route. Rather, we encourage people to find the path that
most suits them. And then we go a step further—at our best,
we keep gathering together to discuss and share what we've seen
and done on our journeys thus far.  Please join Sonya Bergeron,
recent graduate from Naropa University and Buddhist practi-
tioner, and others, in this grand exploration!   

"From Fear to Faith — Activating Religious 
Commitment in the Public Square"
A series of six classes  
January 18, 25, February 8, 15, 22, and 29 — 9:30 -11am 

The times we live in are deeply troubled and our communities
are divided.  We seem to have lost the interest and ability to
seek the common good, the well-being of all. Our socioeco-
nomic system appears increasingly to be ill-suited for maximizing
the conditions and opportunities for all to thrive with healthy,
happy, and harmonious lives.

Yet, into this mix come persons of deep commitment in the pro-
gressive religious tradition and belief in the strong moral values
that it promotes. We will work with the questions about how
our religious tradition can influence my civic life and shape my
participation in the public square.  So, if you wish to ready your-
self and strengthen your resolve for this coming year of crucial
engagement in our society, then please join Rev. Dr. Douglas R.
Sharp, Professor of Theology, Religion and Society (retired) for
this exploration!



Adult Learning Opportunities
Journaling Workshop
Saturday, December 14th
January 4th, and February 1st
9:30-11am
Fellowship Hall

Journaling helps us to see and know ourselves. 
It is a way to expand on half-formed thoughts —
bringing to light parts of ourselves that reside only
in our unconscious mind. Once acknowledged we
can start to work with those once hidden emo-
tions and beliefs in a new way. In this workshop
we will talk about the value and the practice of
journaling.We will have several short writing ses-
sions (that won't requiring sharing). Please bring a
journal with blank pages and a pen. Cost is $10
per class for members of HPCUU and Unity; 
$15 for nonmembers.

Facing Death with Life
Classes
December 9th
6:30-8:00pm
Fellowship Hall

We will contemplate our
own emotions, experi-
ences, and perspectives on
death and dying and we will
reflect on others’ stories
about facing their own
death and we will share
stories of objects that rep-
resent what we would like
to pass on when we die. 

Death is an experience that we all will have to face
sometime, but more often than not we avoid talking
about it. As a society, we tend to consider the subject
taboo. In the Facing Death with Life classes we will ac-
knowledge the fact that death is a part of living and we
will find out that talking about death doesn’t have to be
frightening. In this class you can be a part of a community
while you increase your comfort in talking about death
and dying; have the opportunity to discern and share
your own personal understanding and theology of death;
document your end-of-life decisions and advance direc-
tives; and explore the concept of a good death. Facing
Death with Life is a UUA curriculum.

Cost is $10 per class for members of HPCUU and
Unity; $15 for nonmembers. The cost can be reduced
by committing to all 4 classes — $35 for members of
HPCUU and Unity; $50 for nonmembers.

Sonya Bergeron will be leading both the Journaling Workshop and the Facing Death
with Life classes. She recently completed her graduate requirements at Naropa 
University and she will be receiving a Master of Divinity degree in December 2019.

Please pre-register for the Journaling Workshop and Facing Death with Life classes
by emailing info@mindfulgriefsupport.com or office@hpcuu.org8



Adult Learning Opportunities

Themed Ministry:
For those of you who are new to the idea of our monthly
themed material, let me first discuss our Small Groups, our
Covenant Groups, from that perspective. Covenant Groups
are a part of Themed Ministry at High Plains and so are Inte-
grated with Worship and Faith Formation Themes.
Let me explain. HPCUU (High Plains) participates in an 
independent theme based ministry which is based in UU
Principles. We receive materials monthly, as do 200-300 other
UU churches across the country who participate in this min-
istry. Each month, from September through July, we receive
packets for the Worship team (for Sunday services), for our
Faith Formation team (religious education – “Sunday
School”), and our Covenant Groups. 

There are various themed ministry topics available to UU
churches. Here we participate in the Soul Matters themes.
This means that the small ministry tool we use at High Plains
is the Soul Matters program.

Why do we do this?
Sharing of common themes across churches and across
church groups serves a couple of purposes.

Within High Plains, this approach integrates the spiritual life
of the congregation. The Story for All Ages at the beginning of
our service, our sermon topics, Spotify playlists and Family
Facebook links allows our congregation to discuss the inte-
grated monthly themes that are meant to inspire exploration
and definition of our UU faith / beliefs.  This helps all our
members (adults, youth and families) form a personal identi-
fication with Unitarian Universalism.

Across UU churches, common themes allow for broader di-
alog within the UU community. Members across churches
are provided with a basis for common dialog when they meet
for workshops or training, continue dialogs on Facebook —
or just move on to another church.

As the name suggests, Soul Matters Covenant Groups ARE
about exploration of our spiritual lives, but also — and most
importantly — this is all about connection to community.
SO many come to UU churches disconnected from spiritual
life or disappointed in, if not alienated, from other churches.
Soul Matters themes can help us move from what is called a
theology of DIS-connection to a community of hope and
Connection.

So, what do we do in our Covenant Groups?
Over the years, our Small Groups have been called Covenant
Groups, Soul Maters Groups, U&I Groups. Today we call
them Covenant Groups. The idea of covenant is central to
Unitarian Universalism. To quote UU materials:  A covenant
is a list of the ways we agree to be together as a group. It in-
cludes the promises, practices and behaviors that guide our
time together. We are a covenantal religion rather than a
creedal religion. In other words, we are bound by the way
we promise to treat each other, rather than by common be-
liefs and creeds. 

Our third UU principle:  “Acceptance of one another and 
encouragement to spiritual growth in our congregation”  informs
our approach. 

Every month we are provided with a themed ministry packet
for study — For example: What does it mean 
to be a People of Expectation, or of Belonging, … (to use ex-
amples upcoming this fall) — this material provides questions
to ponder and exercises to do as we go through our daily
lives. We are also provided with videos, poems, books and
music to delve into as we have the time and interest. 

We meet for a couple of hours each month. We share our
thoughts, listen to each other and to ourselves; we express
ourselves in confidence and trust. Covenant Groups provide
a safe space to delve further into the monthly themes and
into our own spiritual growth and issues of social justice. We
call these safe spaces “trusted circles”. 

Don’t think these groups are modeled on bible studies, if any
of you have that experience. Sometimes, the word “soul”
evokes those images. No – what we discuss in our groups is
not dogma.  It is creed free - these are not bible study meet-
ings. Discussions are most certainly Unitarian. There are no
right or wrong answers, no need to even speak if you wish.

From our service, 11 August 2019
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Have You ever wondered why

Smalll Group Ministry Matters?
By Barbara Blake

Join the 
Small Group Experience

For more information, please contact the co-leaders
Barbara Mitchell and Beth Blakney of the Small
Group Ministry team at sgm-steering@hpcuu.org

The new church directory is ready to be shared. You
can ask to have it emailed to you, or you can use a
Google account to retrieve the newest version when-
ever you like. If the email address we have on file for
you is a Gmail address, you may already have access:

Login to your Gmail account

Click the "nine dot" icon near the top right corner
Choose Drive

Click on Shared drives in the left column
You should see the HPCUU Member Access Files drive.

Don't have a Google account? Here are instructions to
create a Google account (this method requires making a
Gmail account): https://accounts.google.com/signup.

Don't want to have a Gmail account, but still want to 
access Google Shared Drives? Here's directions to make a
Google Account without Gmail: https://
www.wikihow.com/Make-a-Google-Account-Without-Gmail

Once you have an account let Dawn know at
office@hpcuu.org, and she'll add you to the member list
for the HPCUU Member Access Files drive. Or, just ask
her to send you a soft copy of the directory whenever
you need access.
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Directory 
We have updated our church directory.
If you’d like to access a copy...

Awe is an intuition for the dignity of all
things, a realization that things not only are
what they are but also stand, however 
remotely, for something supreme… Awe enables
us to perceive in the world intimations of the
divine… to sense the ultimate in the common
and the simple; to feel in the rush of the 
passing the stillness of the eternal. What we
cannot comprehend by analysis,we become
aware of in awe.

– Rabbi Abraham Joshua Heschel

If you are interested in joining a Soul Matters
covenant group or switching to another group,
please let us know. It is a two hour per month com-
mitment that often results in spiritual growth and
long-term friendships. 

The topic for the Soul Matters covenant group for
December is Awe — food for thought:

Dec: Awe
Jan: Integrity
Feb: Resilience
March: Wisdom

2019-2020
Small Group Themes
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Jill Forney
HPCUU President

President’s Postings:

Thank you to all who came out for our Interim-year
Congregational Business Meeting on November 3rd. It
was so good to see everyone and a great opportunity
for us all to get “on the same page” with where we are,
and where we are going. For those of you who couldn’t
make it, we talked about our strengths and challenges,
our financial reality, and how we begin visioning, a
process we are calling BRAVING, for the future. 

We began the meeting by acknowledging the difficulty
of holding what Parker Palmer calls “The Tragic Gap”:
that middle place between what is (the reality and the
limitations of where we are), and what’s possible (the
vision and energy for where we want to go). We hold
that place by celebrating our strengths but not “hanging
out” and getting too comfortable where we are, and 
acknowledging our challenges without falling into 
defeatism and inaction.

Strengths. It was a tough and challenging road to get
here but we have so much to celebrate. With the sale
of Dominion Way, we brought ourselves back from the
brink of financial ruin, paid all our debts, and put a nice
pot of money in the bank. We found a new home on the
Unity campus and a new minister when we welcomed
Rev. Julia McKay back home to Colorado Springs and to
High Plains, her original church community. 

We began a brave, experimental, and exciting collabo-
ration with Unity that includes the nuts and bolts work
of building and resource-sharing, and the deeper collab-
orative work of relationship-building, community-building,
and engaging in multi-cultural, multi-faith work together.
We have right-sized our leadership; hired, trained and
stabilized a new team of professional staff; re-imagined
our Faith Formation model; and are engaging in more
whole-church worship. And that is just the start! 
We are ready to begin BRAVING for our future!

Challenges: We have also experienced some loss. The
loss of Dominion Way and the independence of owning

our own building. We lost some beloved members due
to moves, personal circumstances, and grandchildren.
We lost other members due to the move to Unity, to
afternoon services, and to the fact that, in the transition,
we lost some sense of our vision and focus. Our
pledges, energy, and attendance are low; we continue
to operate on a deficit budget that is not sustainable be-
yond the 2021-2022 church year; and there are limita-
tions and inherent challenges to having a 60% minister.
If we do not find our way out of the Tragic Gap, our op-
portunities for growth are limited.

So how do we find our way out? The UUA recommends
we begin by nominating a visioning task force. Your lead-
ership team is not sure that is the right approach for
HPCUU. For starters, a large percentage of our small
congregation is already volunteering in other capacities.
In our commitment to keeping the focus of volun-
teerism and church service firmly embedded in the
realm of personal spiritual practice, we do not want to
over-extend anyone already serving. Also, we want
EVERYONE WHO HAS A STAKE IN HPCUU to have
a say in where we focus our efforts. We believe full con-
gregational participation is necessary to create a vision
that represents who we are, what we care about, what
we are good at, and what is in our capacity.

Therefore, we are NOT asking for volunteers for a task
force. We are proposing that we capitalize on one of
our church’s critical strengths, our small group ministry
model. We have already asked the current covenant
groups to spend some of their time together over the
next few months in discussion around this topic with
materials that will be modeled after the Soul Matters
prompts. Additionally, we plan to initiate a few short-
term small groups that will focus on this exploration. If
your covenant group does not participate in the BRAV-
ING discussions, or if you are not in a covenant group,
please look for information about these upcoming
groups and make your voice heard.
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Continued from pg. 10

President’s Postings

Care Team
The Care Team is updating the list of volunteers to
help people in need in our High Plains congregation. 
If you would occasionally be willing to offer a brief
service to someone needing help, there will be sign up
sheets in our weekly bulletins with a form to fill out. 
Please fill out and give the form to a member of the
Care Team or to an usher. Or email the High Plains UU
Care Team at: careteam@hpcuu.org

Here are some things that we need help with:

• Prepare & deliver a meal •Yard/gardening work

• Take a dog for a walk •Provide minor car repair

• Provide a couple of hours of childcare 

• Help move heavy objects •Shovel snow

• Clean house •Provide respite care for 
an in-home care giver                  

• Provide a ride to &  from a doctor's office 
or grocery store or other errand

Thank you for your compassionate help!
High Plains UU Care Team 

The joint HPCUU and ASUUC Men’s Discussion
Group will be meeting each month (up through May) on the
second Thursday of the month. 

The discussions are informal, all UU men are invited, and no reservations are necessary. Contact Henry Gertzman
(719) 548-1982, or hgertzman@comcast.net, to find out where this month’s meeting will be held, or if you have
any questions.

Meanwhile, please consider how we would incor-
porate the following components into a brave new
vision for HPCUU:

-Jill

I look forward to being on this journey with you all !

Begin Building who we want to Be

Ready to take Risks

Adventurous, Ambitious, Authentic 
to who we are, and Adaptable

V iable, true to our Values

Innovative, Inspirational, Inclusive

Nurturing of ourselves and our 
community (inward and outward)

Grounded in Growth, Generous
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Keep in touch!
If you'd like the most current updates, check 

out our Facebook Page @HighPlainsCUU. 

Also, if you are not receiving 
our weekly e-blasts (via email), please email 

Michele McCann at: communications@hpcuu.org

Unfortunately we won’t be able to have a full Auction
this year. We just didn’t have enough volunteers. But
what is our favorite item to bid on? DINNERS,
EVENTS AND OUTINGS.

So we will have a Modified Silent Auction for just
DINNERS,  EVENTS AND OUTINGS. 

Bidding will start on SUNDAY, JANUARY 5th and 
bidding will continue EACH SUNDAY until SUNDAY
FEBRUARY 2nd. The Bid sheets will be out every Sunday
in the Fellowship Hall. That’s 5 Sunday’s for you to bid.

On February 9th, winners of the events will 
announced and you can pay.

This means we need the congregation to create those
amazing events we are known for and get them to

Gretchen Hein as soon as possible. 
Questions? Contact Gretchen Hein at

gretchen.hein45@gmail.com

MODIFIED AUCTION 

Upcoming Schedules
Rev. Julia:

Book Keeper

Preach: Dec 1, Office hours: Dec 3-5

Bluish Holiday Service: Dec 15, 

Office hours: Dec 17-19

World Café: Dec 20 – The Four Directions 
with Marguerite Cantú

Christmas Eve: Dec 24 

Church Office Closed: Dec 25–Jan 1

Karen Holton, Mondays 10am-2pm

Office
Dawn Bergacker, Sundays, Tuesdays,
and Thursdays from 2-5pm

Announcing a Change In Our CFO!
On November 17th, at worship it was announced that due to
personal reasons Laura Torgerson is stepping down as CFO.
Long-time member, John Ingham, has agreed to replace Laura
for the remainder of her three year term.  As a CPA by 
profession, John brings much skill to us in the financial arena. 

So, if you see Laura please thank her for her service and the
wonderful work she did to create complete alignment in our
bookkeeping and budgeting. If you see, John, please give him a
warm welcome and congratulations on becoming our new CFO!! 

Announcements...

Our music director, Michael Hawkins is looking for singers
for group type things, special performances for offertory, and
for vocal leading during services.  

He would like to have a regular choir/vocalist meeting time 
of 2:15pm with a downbeat of 2:30pm every Sunday before
service unless stated otherwise. It'll be open for walk-in's,
no auditions or nerves necessary! The more voices the better.

He’d also be happy to meet with people outside church
if they'd like some extra practice. 

This time we'll be working on Christmas things, specifically,
“In the Bleak Midwinter” and some other songs for 
December services.

Singers Wanted!
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Thanks to everyone who came joined us and made our
Thanksgiving Day potluck dinner a success!
We had a great turnout and the food was plentiful & delicious! 

We hope our Unity & HPCUU families — and our guests — enjoyed themselves.

We are grateful to each of you for the role(s) you played in making it a success!  

Thanks to Cindy, Peg, Kathy, Ed, Heather and Gail for showing up 
on Wednesday afternoon to help set-up.  We got a lot done in two hours 

and the Fellowship Hall looked great!!  

Special thanks to:
Ann Harris for organizing and over-seeing this event.

Kathy Kortman for the beautiful centerpieces, they really made
the Fellowship Hall look extra festive!

Cindy Walters & Jennie Centric for cooking the whole birds for us. Yum, yum, yum!  

Michele McCann for handling all the publicity for the event 
and for the crock pot turkey. It was delicious!

Peg Nugent for your darling turkey craft, your turkey hat and
those fabulous take-home food boxes which were a total hit!!!!  

Karla Crescenta — Thanks for adding drumming to our event!

Heather Southard — Thanks for getting the SignUpGenius 
set up and helping to teach how to manage the signups!

And to Rev. Julia for doing the blessing in the sanctuary.  

We had lots of help with clean-up, but a special thanks
to Michele & Gail who stayed to the bitter end! 



Interested in placing an ad in next month’s newsletter? Email: communications@hpcuu.org 

Specializing in Creative Home Improvements  — Where ideas Become Reality
Do you need something in your world — fixed, added, or removed?

Projects include: Carpentry, Electrical, Plumbing, Painting, Plastering, Dry walling, 
Tiling, and many more... Decks, Kitchens, Basements, Bathrooms, Windows, etc.

Jonathan Herdt 719-338-1209 cell
jgherdt@yahoo.com

Licensed & Insured

HPCUU
1945 Mesa Road
Colorado Springs CO 80904

Member of Unitarian Universalist Association

Sunday Services at 3:30 pm
Come Join Us!

Office Hours
Sunday: 2-5pm
Tues. & Thurs: 2pm–5pm

All articles for the October newsletter must be 
received by the end of the day on Oct. 25, 2019

Send articles and photos to: communications@hpcuu.org

Bookkeeper’s Hours
Mon & Wed: 10am-2pm

Rev. Julia’s Hours
Tues–Thurs: Noon-9pm

In an effort to live more deeply into the reality of beloved community, we will be offering a small space
in the newsletter each month for members and friends to share important milestones in their lives. 
If you have something important happening personally that you would like the congregation to know
about, please submit a small 2– 3 sentence note about it by the 25th of each month to communica-
tions@hpcuu.org

Caring Co<ec7ons...

www.hpcuu.org

facebook.com/HighPlainsCUU

Office: 719.260.1080

HiP 2019 Board
Jill Forney, President
President@hpcuu.org

Ann Harris, Past President
PastPresident@hpcuu.org

Gretchen Hein, President Elect
PresidentElect@hpcuu.org

Laura Torgerson, 
Chief Financial Officer
CFO@hpcuu.org

Sam Waller, Secretary 
BoardSecretary@hpcuu.org

All articles for the January newsletter
must be received by the end of the day 
on Dec. 20, 2019

Send articles and photos to: communications@hpcuu.org

Interested in placing an ad in next month’s newsletter? Email: communications@hpcuu.org 

Specializing in Creative Home Improvements  — Where ideas Become Reality
Do you need something in your world — fixed, added, or removed?

Projects include: Carpentry, Electrical, Plumbing, Painting, Plastering, Dry walling, 
Tiling, and many more... Decks, Kitchens, Basements, Bathrooms, Windows, etc.

Jonathan Herdt 719-338-1209 cell
jgherdt@yahoo.com

Licensed & Insured

Office Hours
Sunday, Tuesday & 
Thursday: 2pm–5pm

Bookkeeper’s Hours
Monday: 10am-2pm

Rev. Julia’s Hours
Tues–Thurs: Noon-9pm

In an effort to live more deeply into the reality of beloved community, we will be offering a small space
in the newsletter each month for members and friends to share important milestones in their lives. If you
have something important happening personally that you would like the congregation to know about,
please submit a small 2– 3 sentence note about it by the 25th of each month to communications@hpcuu.org

Caring Connections...

Jill Forney, President
President@hpcuu.org

Ann Harris, Past PresidentPast
PastPresident@hpcuu.org

Gretchen Hein, President Elect
PresidentElect@hpcuu.org

John Ingham, 
Chief Financial Officer
CFO@hpcuu.org

Sam Waller, Secretary 
BoardSecretary@hpcuu.org

HiP Board


