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n Sunday April 1st we had a wonderful Stewardship Kick
Off, which has led to a productive Pledge Drive. We hope
to have all pledge cards in by May 6th. If you have yet to turn in
your pledge card please drop it in the yellow and green box at
the church. You can also email me with your pledge
zanjann@gmail.com. If you have any questions please call 719684-3068.

HiPCUUlers Final Concert
By Jonathan Herdt
As Dale Hohm is moving out of state, after 10
years of fantastic music, the HiPCUUlers will
present their final concert in the Sanctuary
immediately after the service on Sunday, May 20.

Academy MiniGolf is now open for the season.
May 13, 2012, Mothers
Play for Free on
Mother’s Day.
All members and
friends of HPCUU will
receive a rain check ticket good for the entire
2012 season for every full priced ticket
purchased now through Memorial Day weekend.
For more information , go to
www.academyminigolf.com.

High Plains Church - Unitarian-Universalist

1825 Dominion Way

Spring Hours (May 4 - May 20)
Monday - Thursday:
Friday:
Saturday:
Sunday:

CLOSED
3:00 pm - 7:00 pm
11:00 am - 7:00 pm
Noon - 7:00 pm

Summer Hours ( May 27 - August 18)
Monday - Thursday:
1:00 pm - 9:00 pm
Friday, Saturday, Holidays: 11:00 am - 9:00 pm
Sunday:
Noon - 9:00 pm

Colorado Springs, CO 80918
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Calendar & Services

Events Calendar May 2012
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

1

2
HiPCUUlers
7:30 pm - 9:00 pm

3
Yoga Class
5:30 pm - 6:30 pm
Y.E.P. HS Youth Group
6:00 pm - 8:00 pm
Beltane Ritual
7:00 pm - 8:00 pm

4
Stitchers/Hands
1:00 pm - 3:00 pm
HiPS - HP Sisters
7:00 pm - 9:00 pm

5

6
Sunday Service
10:00 am - 11:30 am
Fostering Hope Team
11:30 am - 1:00 pm

7

8

9
Worship Team Meeting
7:00 pm - 9:30 pm
HiPCUUlers
7:30 pm - 9:00 pm

10
Yoga Class
5:30 pm - 6:30 pm

11

12
Compassionate
Communication
Workshop
9:00 am - 12:00 pm

13
Sunday Service
10:00 am - 11:30 am

14

15

16
Pastoral Care Team
6:00 pm - 8:30 pm
Board Meeting
6:30 pm - 9:30 pm
HiPCUUlers
7:30 pm - 9:00 pm

17
Yoga Class
5:30 pm - 6:30 pm
Y.E.P. HS Youth Group
6:00 pm - 8:00 pm

18
Stitchers/Hands
1:00 pm - 3:00 pm
Parent/Childcare U&I
6:00 pm - 8:30 pm

19
HPCUU Issues of Aging
7:00 pm - 9:00 pm

20
Sunday Service
10:00 am - 11:30 am

21

22

23

24
Yoga Class
5:30 pm - 6:30 pm

25

26

27
Sunday Service
10:00 am - 11:30 am

28

29

30

31
Yoga Class
5:30 pm - 6:30 pm

Be sure to check the Events Tag on the website at www.hpcuu.org for additions and corrections to the calendar.

Upcoming Services
May 6: Forward Through the Ages - Rev. Roger Butts - Part 1 of a 2 part sermon series as I wrap up
my ministry among you at High Plains. A reflection on the power and promise of Unitarian
Universalism.
May 13: In the Fullness of Dreams - Rev. Roger Butts - Part 2 of a 2 part sermon series as I wrap up
my ministry among you at High Plains. A reflection on the power of dreams, imagination and story.
A final sermon, a blessing, and a fond farewell.
May 20: Past Perfect, Future Perfect...Present Tense - Nathan Mesnikoff - All of us live caught
between our memories of the past, hopes for the future, and our experience of the present
moment. How do we, individually and as a congregation, develop a clearer vision of where we've
been, where we are, and where we hope to be?
May 27: I Hope We Dance - Amanda Udis-Kessler. Joy is an important but sometimes underappreciated aspect of our life together as a community. Join Amanda for reflections on some of the
meanings (and power) of joy.
If you would like to cancel your printed newsletter subscription or otherwise wish to be removed from the mailing
list, please send street, email, phone, and address corrections to Nicole McCrary. The pdf newsletter can be
downloaded from www.hpcuu.org or received in an email by subscribing to the newsletter mailing list. To

Roger’s Reflections
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Roger’s Reflections
by Rev. Roger Butts

What is ahead...

A

s we prepare to say goodbye to one another on
May 13, I wanted to share with you how honored
I've been to be walking alongside you as your minister
these last three years. Your future is bright and your
voice is so very, very important for northern Colorado
Springs.
I wanted to share with you that I have accepted a
position as Organizer for Coloradans for Alternatives to
the Death Penalty. My focus will be on organizing faith
communities. The organization will focus on trying to
pass legislation to abolish the death penalty in Colorado
in 2013. I have volunteered with Coloradans for

Alternatives to the Death Penalty for a couple of years
now, so I am really excited to be joining the team as a
professional full time organizer.
None of us know what is truly ahead, but another name
for the Spirit of Life is "That Love That Will Never Let
Us Go," so as you proceed with your plans may you
know the spirit of life and love as a very real presence in
your life and plans.
Blessings on the way,

Roger Butts

The President’s Post
by Danielle Heimer

I

have just a few brief notes this month. Firstly, as we
approach Rev. Roger’s final Sunday with us, I would
like to thank him for his ministry with High Plains and
wish him well in his future. As I’ve reflected on the
lessons I’ve learned from him, one important idea
emerged and that’s of being fearless in attempting new
things. Rev. Roger has always been willing to step out
and see what happens and if things fail, well, that’s ok
too. In church life, I think it’s sometimes tempting to stay
with what is known and safe, but it’s worthwhile to take
risks also. Even when things don’t work out as we’ve
anticipated, there is much that we can figure out and
learn from the attempt. So as we move forward into the
next chapters of our life in this community, let’s remind
each other to do so in a spirit of curiosity and
fearlessness!

Secondly, a reminder that the annual Stewardship Drive
is wrapping up. If you have not yet turned in your
pledge card, please do so as soon as possible. There are
blank cards and a box to turn them in at church, or you
can contact Kelly Miller, our wonderful Stewardship
Chair. We look forward to announcing the results of the
drive very soon and are grateful to those who have
renewed and increased their pledges for the upcoming
year!
Finally, the annual congregational meeting has been
scheduled to take place after the service on June 3, 2012.
A formal announcement, ballot and proxy forms will be
mailed to the congregation soon, but I wanted to share
the date!
Danielle Heimer,
President of the Board of Trustees
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Faith Formation

Faith Formation
by Laura Worley
Faith Formation is for Everyone

This is a lifespan program, so there are opportunities for all ages.
Check the calendar below for Adult opportunities.

Faith Formation Calendar:
May: Come As UU Are: Adult UU Growth And Discussion Group. Second and Fourth Thursdays, 7:00 pm
May: YEP: High School. First, Third and Fifth Thursday, 6:00 pm- 8:00 pm
May: HPCUU Issues of Aging: Third Saturday (May 19) 10:30 am - 12 noon
May: 13th: Roger's Last Sunday -- ALL children and youth join us in service through the Time for All Ages
May: 20th: Last Class Day
May: 27th: Game Day
June 13, Wednesday, 6:30 pm. intergenerational Book Club. Book:
"Welcome To The Wisdom Of The World" by Joan Chittister. High School through Adult. Please order your own
book through Amazon or your library. Rsvp dff@hpcuu.org.

Summer Volunteers Needed
- August 2012. We will be organizing trips for 6th - 12th grade Youth twice a month to attend services at All
J une
Souls Colorado Springs, Prairie, First Unitarian, First Universalist, Pueblo and Jefferson UU churches -- Driverchaperones and two larger vehicles needed each of these Sundays -- UPDATE -- we need one driver to take on once/
month driving in June, July and August, and one driver to take on ONE Sunday in August. Once a month, we will
have Game Days -- three volunteer leaders needed for each of the three days. Twice a month, we will have
Elementary classes on the theme of UU Identity -- Three volunteers needed for three of six Sundays (6 people total).
Our Youth will join us in service two Sundays/month, and our elementary Children will join us in service one Sunday
per month. Nursery care will continue to be provided for our youngest. Contact Laura (dff@hpcuuorg) to help.

High Plains Stichers/Hands
All members and friend are invited for a casual hour or two
of conversation, craft and coffeehouse
beverages. Seriously, you don't have to knit or crochet to
hang out (but be prepared for many of us to be playing with
yarn or something similar). We meet at the Coffee and Tea
Zone in the shopping center on the SW corner of
Rockrimmon and Delmonico from 1:00 pm - 2:30 pm on
the 1st and 3rd Fridays of each month.

Summer Camps
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Spirit Quest - July 8 - 13, 2012 - A Unitarian Universalist Camp for Middle Schoolers at La Foret Conference &
Retreat Center in Colorado Springs, CO. An overnight Camp where the youth stay in the yurts onsite.
QUUest Camp - July 8 -14, 2012 - A Unitarian Universalist Camp for high school youth at La Foret Conference &
Retreat Center in Colorado Springs, CO.
You can download the complete brochures with applications for each camp at www.hpcuu..org
UUism is a faith based in values. Many of our principles are rooted in the spirit of justice and equality. As UUs, we
know that we should be working for a just and equitable world, at Sprit Quest we will explore why those values
are so important to our spirituality. Camp themes and activities will echo Quuest Camp (see below), with more
action, craft and teambuilding focus.
I have the honor of being Spirit Quest Camp Director this year, and am really looking forward to spending almost
a full week with a whole bunch of great UU middle schoolers, getting to know them, watching them share and get
to know one another, developing our theme of Justice, and enhancing our growing UU community and youth
identity.
Laura Worley
Note: There is some scholarship funding available from High Plains, for either camp, so ask Laura Worley about it
if you need to at dff@hpcuu.org, 248-224-2697.
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Treasurer’s Report

Dollars & Sense
by Jack W. McElroy
“Money has everything to do with religion, with the choices that we make about how to be in relationship with ourselves, our neighbors, and with the divine. Religion is about life, and life, it seems, has a
whole lot to do with money.”
Lynn Ungar

Building a Budget – Part 2:
Last month I wrote about the schedule and process for preparing a Church Operations budget for the fiscal year beginning July 1, 2012. I erroneously stated May 20 as the date of the Annual Meeting of the Congregation. However May 20
is still the target date for completion of the budget. On May 27, a budget review session will occur at the front of the
sanctuary after the morning worship service. This will be an opportunity for members and friends to review the budget, ask questions, make comments and receive a budget booklet containing a number of documents. The Presentation
will begin at 11:30 AM. In the event that you are unable to attend the presentation but would still like to receive a copy
of the budget booklet, you can email your request to the email address at the end of this article or phone me with your
request (571-9500).

YTD Financial Highlights:
At March 31, 2012, High Plains had a cash balance of $44.4 thousand, a decrease of $28.6 thousand from June 30, 2011.
The March 31, 2012 cash balance consisted of $1.4 thousand in unrestricted cash and $43.0 thousand of temporarily restricted cash.
Temporarily Restricted Cash at March 31, 2012 included the following:
Capital Fund Drive
Playground
Aesthetics
Music Director
Total Restricted

37,387
118
3,169
2,320
42,994
=====

Donations and contributions for the nine months ended March 31, 2012, excluding Temporarily Restricted Donations
and Designated Collections, totaled $150.2 thousand and were $3.2 thousand below budget. Total Church Operations
Revenue of $166.0 thousand for the same period was under budget by $1.7 thousand.
All questions regarding HPCUU financial issues may be directed to cfo@hpcuu.org

Make your Monthly Payments Electronically
If you don’t already participate in the electronic funds transfer program for monthly pledge payments at church,
please consider doing so. Under this program, you authorize the church to transfer funds for your pledge payment
each month from your bank account to the church’s account. High Plains has offered this payment option for seven
years, and about a third of church members take advantage of it. The program is great for the church because it
helps to make revenues constant and predictable, like many of our expenses. It’s great for you because you don’t
have to remember to write a check every month—you just fill out a form one time, and the treasurer does the rest.
If you are interested in participating, or if you have questions, please talk to the church treasurer, Carol Peterson,
or to Amy Plapp, the finance team member who oversees the program. Or, just look in the “finance procedures”
binder on the church secretary’s desk and find a blank form, fill it out, and give it to Carol or Amy or leave it in the
treasurer’s mailbox at church. The forms are entitled “Direct Answers to Questions about Electronic Contribution”
and are located in one of the inside cover pockets of the notebook. Any time that you wish to change an existing
payment amount or discontinue payments, use the same form.

Board of Trustees Minutes
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High Plains Church—Unitarian Universalist
Board of Trustees Minutes
April 18, 2012
In attendance: Danielle Heimer, Gloria Carpenter, Jack McElroy, Al Sly, Joe Nerad, Michelle Bull, Laura Worley
1. Check-in
2. Opening words / Chalice lighting
3. Reading of the Board covenant
4. Good stuff
Recent services have been well-received.
There is good discussion about services and other topics on the Facebook discussion group.
The stewardship campaign appears to be going smoothly.
5. Interim progress
a. The interim team includes John Atkinson, Sheila McElroy, and Liz Wilson.
b. The team completed the interim ministry application and submitted it on time to the UUA.
c. A transition timeline is posted on the bulletin board, on the web site, and on the Facebook discussion group
page.
6. DFF report (full report will be on the website)
a. The bridging ceremony was Sunday April 22. High School Seniors were bridged into young adulthood, and
8th graders into the high school youth group.
b. Michelle Wine is taking on a leadership role in the Faith Formation team.
c. The first intergenerational book club meeting went very well.
d. John Atkinson and Andi Hammond formed the Adult Faith Formation sub-team.
e. The “Come as UU Are” (formerly the Newcomers group) now is now part of Adult Faith Formation.
7. Finance Team report
a. Cash availability is extremely tight.
b. Income from reloadable King Sooper cards has declined in recent months.
c. The Church Council team expenses are almost $8,000 under budget so far.
d. Janet Oliver and Meighan Powell will take over the Treasurer role from Carol Peterson in May.
e. Jack moved that the Board direct the Executive Team to develop standard rental rates, with preference to
members in good standing, that will be applied on a consistent basis; for existing renters who are not in
compliance with the standard, renegotiate or exercise the 90-day option to terminate the agreement. Joe
seconded, and the motion passed unanimously.
8. Budget discussion
a. The Board reviewed the draft preliminary budget for the coming fiscal year, created by the Finance Team.
The Board and the Finance Team will finalize the budget before the Annual Congregational Meeting.
9. Planning for congregational meeting
a. Danielle and Gloria are both unavailable on May 20, the proposed date of the meeting.
b. The meeting must be held in the final two months of the church year.
c. The Board agreed to hold the meeting on Sunday, June 3.
10. TOM interview progress
About 40 interviews have been conducted
11. Words for next month - Michelle
12. Closing words
Respectfully submitted,
Michelle Bull, Board secretary
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HPCUU Caring & Social Action

HPCUU Caring
Please keep in your hearts ...
−
−
−
−

Rick Helvey whose sister died
Liz Wilson who celebrated her 6th Anniversary
Celina Arsenalt whose father died a year ago
Jan Gugeler whose father is dying

− Jeanne Ramsberger whose son in law committed
suicide
− Judy Sargent who is recovering from heart surgery
− Alan and Karen Gershanov who became grandparents
of a boy named Henry

The Caring Team is here for you ...

W

hether you need a helping hand, an ear to listen, a ride to the doctor, meals delivered to your home, or other
assistance, the Caring Team is here to help. Please let us be there for you, and please notify us of any of our
members and friends who may need help. Contact team lead Candy Birgers candy2631@yahoo.com, or 287-6630 , or
other members of the Caring Team: Phyllis Dunn, Michelle Bull, or Meighan Powell.

Peace Camp!
By Lori Sly

P

eace Camp is an exciting
alternative summer day-camp,
immersing kids in the basics of
peace, justice and sustainability. Peace Camp 2012 is
scheduled for Monday through Friday, July 16-20 at Beth
-El Mennonite Church, 4625 Ranch Dr. Children ages 6-13
will choose different crafts and projects every day to
focus on Peace with Self, Peace with Neighbors, Peace
with the Earth, Peace with the World and Becoming
Peace Builders. There's also an enchanting overnight
campout Friday night at Rocky Mountain Mennonite
Camp - parents can join the fun or pick up children
Saturday afternoon. Tuition is $125.
High school-aged kids ages 14-18 can also join the
Counselors-in-Training team, learning to mentor the
younger ones in an exciting hands-on experience-based
program. Tuition for CITs is $50. Spaces are limited and
some scholarships are available. For more information or
to print out a registration form, visit www.ppjpc.org or
contact Melissa Allen at peacecamp@ppjpc.org or (719)
632-6189.

Compassionate Communication Workshop
By Lori Sly

W

hat would it be like if we could truly live as one
family under one sky, where everyone’s needs can
be met, where we share life purposes, help and
resources? This understanding of interconnectedness is
fundamental in the work of psychologist and teacher,
Marshall Rosenberg, founder of The Center for
Nonviolent Communication, on whose model a May 12
workshop is based.

Compassionate speech and deep listening are spiritual
practices that enable us to live by the compassionate
values we cherish and to treat ourselves and others with
kindness and compassion. We’ve all been raised in a
culture of violence so this is like learning a new language.
We’ll explore obstacles to effective communication and
learn to achieve heartfelt connection, even with those
with whom we disagree. We’ll practice wholesome ways
to address and resolve difficult issues, to listen deeply
and respond from the heart so that everyone’s needs
have a greater chance of being met.
The leaders for this workshop are the Reverend Dr. Ellen
Johnson-Fay and Barry Johnson-Fay. Ellen is Minister
Emerita of All Souls Unitarian Universalist Church. She
has taken several workshops and an International
Intensive Nonviolent Communication Training Program
with Dr. Rosenberg. She has studied with Buddhist Zen
Master Thich Nhat Hanh whose understanding of
compassionate speech also informs her teaching. Her
husband Barry practiced law for twenty-two years before
becoming a middle school social studies teacher and
taught for twelve years. Barry has also taken workshops
with Marshall Rosenberg and led several workshops and
is a trained mediator.
The workshop will be held on
Saturday, May 12, 9 AM -12 PM at
High Plains Church. A minimum
of eight people must sign up by
May 6 for the workshop to be held.
Please contact Lori Sly at
sly.lori@gmail.com or 244-6588 for
further information or to sign up.
Join us!

Fellowship Team
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Fellowship Forget-Me-Nots
Please mark your calendars for these upcoming Fellowship events
Sun, May 26

Summer Potluck Lunch - Join us in the picnic area after church for a summer potluck lunch. Bring
a dish to share and stay to enjoy some food, fun and fellowship with everyone!

Wed, Jun 6

Fellowship Team Meeting - 6:30 pm at Pikes Perk (5965 N. Academy). The Fellowship Team is
always looking for new ideas to make our social times more fun, warm and welcoming. Grab a cup
of coffee and help us plan upcoming fellowship activities for High Plains Church. All welcome!
Contact: Heather Ashbee (heatherashbee@comcast.net) or Ann Harris (aharris0407@comcast.net

A huge “Thank You” goes out to all our HiP Hosts (High Plains Hosts) for providing treats for everyone to
enjoy during our Sunday coffee hour. You’re all awesome! Our hosts for May are:
May 6th:
May 13th:
May 20th:
May 27th:

The Friday Night U&I Group
The Fellowship Team - Roger’s Farewell Reception
The Stewardship Team - A Stewardship Drive Celebration
TBD

Coffee Hour at High Plains

T

he Fellowship Team will be suspending the HiP Host (High Plains Host) program for
the summer months of June, July and August. However, if anyone would like to bring
snacks to share on a Sunday morning, they will most definitely be appreciated and enjoyed
by all!
Thanks to all of our wonderful HiP Hosts for providing coffee hour snacks this year. You
are all terrific! This popular (and delicious!) program will be back in the Fall – stay tuned!

Summer Potluck Lunches are Back!
Join us in the picnic area behind the church every

4th Sunday during the summer:

May 26
June 24
July 22
August 26
Bring a dish to share and join the fun!
Good Times!
Good Friends!
Good Food!
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Sunday Services at 10:00 AM
Come Join Us!

Inside:
Send Comments to:
Send Articles to:

Stewardship Kickoff
Roger’s Final Reflections
CFO Report
Board Minutes

editor@hpcuu.org
newsletter@hpcuu.org

Please submit your articles for the June newsletter
by May 25, 2012

See YOUR business advertised here!
Contact Nicole today at 260-1080 - office@hpcuu.org - $10.00/issue

Deb Bartos
Art Lessons
Landscape and Garden Painting
for sale

Place your add here

www.yessy.com/debbiebartos
and for my work in progress
www.BartosArt.blogspot.com

ReVISIONS by Jonathan
Specializing in Creative Home Improvements
Where ideas Become Reality
Do you need something in your world fixed, added, or removed?
Projects include:Carpentry, Electrical, Plumbing,
Painting, Plastering, Dry walling, Tiling,
and many more...
Decks, Kitchens, Basements, Bathrooms, Windows,
etc.
Jonathan Herdt - Cell 338-1209

