Page 1

High Plains News
“Building a liberal spiritual community that welcomes all to lives of wholeness”
February 2013

High Plains Church - Unitarian-Universalist

Vol 20, No 2

Building Beloved Community

Columns
Minister’s Musings

4

Faith Formation

5

President’s Post

8

CFO Report

9

Photos from the "Building Beloved Community" event held at the Jefferson Unitarian Church
in Golden, CO and the MLK overnight youth activity.

Features
Board Minutes

10

Social Action

12

Articles

13

Parade Down Colfax

Jess and Tracy

Bailey

Jessica, Thandeka, Beatrice
High Plains Church - Unitarian-Universalist

1825 Dominion Way

Magnolia

Alcira
Colorado Springs, CO 80918

Page 2

Calendar & Services

Events Calendar February 2013
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

1
Stitchers
1:00 pm - 2:30 pm
Parent/Child U&I
6:00 pm - 8:30 pm

2

3
New to UU
11:30 am - 12:00 pm
Leadership Workshop
12:00 pn - 3:00 pm
YRUU at All Souls
12:30 am - 2:30 pm

4

5
Meals on Wheels
11:30 am - 1:00 pm

6
Book Club
6:00 pm - 8:00 pm
Write On! Workshop
7:00 pm - 9:00 pm

7
Yoga Class
5:30 pm - 6:30 pm
Forgiveness Workshop
6:30 pm - 8:30 pm

8
High Plains Sisters
7:00 pm - 9:00 pm

9

10
Chocolate Festival
11:30 am - 12:00 pm
YRUU at All Souls
12:30 am - 2:30 pm

11

12
Meals on Wheels
11:30 am - 1:00 pm

13
Book Sale
6:00 pm - 8:00 pm
Compassionate Comm.
6:30 pm - 8:00 pm

14
Yoga Class
5:30 pm - 6:30 pm

15
Stitchers
1:00 pm - 2:30 pm

16

17
Finance Team
11:30 am - 1:30 pm
YRUU at All Souls
12:30 am - 2:30 pm

18

19
Meals on Wheels
11:30 am - 1:00 pm

20
Board Meeting
6:30 pm - 9:30 pm
Write On! Workshop
7:00 pm - 9:00 pm

21
Yoga Class
5:30 pm - 6:30 pm
Forgiveness Workshop
6:30 pm - 8:30 pm

22

23
Intro to HPCUU
9:00 am - 2:00 pm

24
YRUU at All Souls
12:30 am - 2:30 pm

25

26
Meals on Wheels
11:30 am - 1:00 pm

27
Compassionate Comm.
6:30 pm - 8:00 pm

28
Yoga Class
5:30 pm - 6:30 pm

Be sure to check the Events Tag on the website at www.hpcuu.org for additions and corrections to the calendar.

Upcoming Services
Feb 3: "Imbolc - the Return of the Light” with Dianne McRae and Julia Mesnikoff - Imbolc is what parts of
Celtic culture call the day half-way between the Winter Solstice and the Spring Equinox. It is a time when we
can see the days lengthening as we begin to emerge from Winter's darkness, when we start to solidify plans
for the year ahead. Join us in creating a space where we can settle to the work of opening our hearts to one
another and starting the seeds of a new spring. This is an intergenerational service! As befits both earthcentered tradition and childlike attention spans, there will be room for wiggling, cheerful light-welcoming
songs, a time to bless the seeds for our coming gardens, and a lovely candle-lighting ritual with girls from the
congregation in the role of Brigid.
If you would like to bring some seeds to be blessed as part of the service, please do!
Feb 10: “Celebrating Darwin” Dr. Joseph W. Pickle, Jr. Professor Emeritus of Religion at Colorado College.
Joe will explore Darwin’s relationship with the religion of his time and his impact. Darwin established that
Change is more important in understanding our world than Permanence.
Feb 17: “Building Beloved Community: A Social Justice Approach” Kierstin Homblette is Beloved
Community Coordinator for the Mountain Desert District’s Denver/Boulder congregational cluster. She will
share insights and strategies from her experience supporting UU congregations in justice-focused community
-building, as well as a new paradigm from “Love Beyond Belief” introduced by the Rev. Dr. Thandeka.
Workshop follows at 12:00.
Feb 24: “Envisioning the Future of High Plains Church” with the Rev. Beatrice Hitchcock. We’ll begin the
exciting process of creating a current Vision and Mission for HPC with a new (and less time-consuming)
process designed to engage the entire congregation.

Minister’s Musings
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Minister’s Musings
by Rev Beatrice Hitchcock, Interim Minister

A

s I write this, I have just come from a day with the
Rev. Dr. Thandeka in Golden, Colorado. Our
leadership workshop today was called “Our Hearts
Speak, Are We Listening?”
The essence of the six-hour workshop was that all of us
come to church feeling lost or wounded or unseen or
lacking something. The foundation of every religion is
the transformation of these emotions into something
positive – feeling found, or healed, or seen, or finding
something – an experiential change in our true self.
What makes this religious is that it happens in
community and requires a sense of connection with
others. The beliefs of any particular religious community
are secondary.
This was a more complex and theologically grounded
version of what I told you the first time I spoke at High
Plains Church – that you should leave the service feeling
better than you did when you came in. We explored
some ways to do this today, and you’ll see them soon at
High Plains.
Tomorrow’s workshop is called “Building Beloved
Community: Love Beyond Belief.” You’ll learn more
about this on February 17, in a worship service and
afternoon workshop with Beloved Community
Coordinator Kierstin Homblette.

Next week I travel to the UU Minister’s Association
Institute for Excellence in Ministry for a week of
continuing education. All of the workshops and
trainings that I attend are to better serve you as your
interim minister. The society we live in is changing
rapidly, and becoming more stressful and challenging as
it does so. Ministry has to change also, to keep pace. The
Unitarian Universalist Association and its Mountain
Desert District are working hard to help us all keep up,
ministers and lay people.
Churches are a part of this complex world, and like most
organizations, they have to change, or die. Change is
rarely welcome, yet it is necessary if the church is not to
become irrelevant. This is not change for the sake of
change, but change as a response to the changing world
around us, and the changing dynamics of your
congregation.
On February 24th, you’ll begin the process of envisioning
the future of High Plains Church. Choosing your path is
important, exciting work. The vision you create will
guide your church leadership as you enter the next stage
of your congregational life.
With love, Beatrice

Workshop - Building Beloved Community: Love Beyond Belief
Sunday, February 17, 12:00 – 4:00 pm. Learn more about Beloved Community and Small Group Justice Ministries with
Kierstin Homblette, Beloved Community Coordinator for the Boulder/Denver UU church cluster. “Beloved
Community is a religious vision of social change that shifts the dominant activist paradigm to a more life-enriching
mode of healing and restorative justice. We see our congregations becoming models of Beloved Community, as
envisioned by our Universalist forebears and other people of faith such as Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Beloved
Community is bold, transformative, and inspirational.”

Are you New to UU?
Do you have questions about Unitarian Universalism? Do you want to know more about us? Join Reverend Beatrice Hancock for a short get together on
the first Sunday of each month. Childcare will be provided. Questions? Contact Reverend Beatrice or Gail Ballare at gailballare@gmail.com.
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Minister's Schedule
Sun, Feb 3

Service 10:00 am – 11:00 am,
New to UU 11:30 am – 12:00 pm
Turning Points & Moments of Grace 12:00 pm – 3:00 pm

Tue, Feb 5

Office hours 9:00 am – 3:00 pm

Wed, Feb 6

Office hours 9:00 am – 3:00 pm

Thu, Feb 7

Office hours 9:00 am – 3:00 pm
Forgiveness workshop 6:30 pm – 8:30 pm

Sun, Feb 17

Service 10:00 am – 11:00 am
Building Beloved Community Workshop 12:00 pm – 4:00 pm

Tues, Feb 19

Office hours 9:00 am – 3:00 pm
Come As UU Are 6:00 pm – 8:00 pm

Wed, Feb 20

Office hours 9:00 am – 10:30 am
FRUUMA Denver 1:00 pm – 3:00 pm,
Board Meeting 6:00 pm – 8:00 pm

Thu, Feb 21

Office hours 9:00 am – 3:00 pm
Forgiveness workshop 6:30 pm – 8:30 pm

Sat, Feb 23

Intro to UU class 9:00 am – 2:00 pm

Sun, Feb 24

Service 9:00 am – 12:00 pm

Mon-Wed, Feb 25-27 - 21st Century Faith Formation, Denver
Thu, Feb 28

Office hours 9:00 am – 3:00 pm
Worship Team 7:00 pm – 9:00 pm

The Rev. Beatrice Hitchcock keeps regular office hours on Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday, except when meeting
out of the office. Friday and Saturday are sermon-writing days at home. Monday is her day off. Italics indicate offsite meetings.
Beatrice will be in Alaska from February 9 – 16 to celebrate her husband’s 80th birthday and complete a week of routine medical
follow-up.

Background on Dr. Joseph W. Pickle, Jr., our speaker for Darwin’s Birthday
By Tim Oliver

P

rofessor Emeritus of Religion at The Colorado College, where he has taught since 1964, Joe Pickle was born and
raised in Denver, and earned a BA (cum laude, Honors in philosophy) at Carleton College, in Minnesota, a BD
magna cum laude at Chicago Theolog-ical Seminary/University of Chicago and a MA and Ph D at The University of
Chicago
He has taught courses in philosophy of religion, the history of Christian thought, American religion, modern
theology, Judaism and Islam as well as interdisciplinary courses in science and religion, medieval culture, renaissance
culture and western civilization. He has also organized and directed interdisciplinary summer institutes on Radical
Politics and Culture, War and Peace, Mythology, Ethics and Professional Life, and Contemporary Africa, and has
served as Chairman of the Religion Department and as Acting Dean of the Summer Session.

His continuing research is on religion and science and on 19th and 20th century Christian thought. He was ordained in
the American Baptist Convention, and is currently an active member of the First Congregational Church, United
Church of Christ, in Colorado Springs. Joe was an advisor to the group that broke away from All Souls Unitarian
Church for a number of years in the 1970s.

Faith Formation
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Faith Formation
by Jessica Laike
“It is a blessing each of us was born. It matters what we do with our lives. What each of us knows
about god is a piece of the truth. We don’t have to do it alone.”

L

ove. The month of February rolls around and it
seems to be everywhere you look. Red and pink
hearts, boxes of chocolates and images of a cherubic
cupid with his bow of arrows. This is certainly one
representation of love, but the one I want to lift up to you
today is so much more. The idea I want to lift up is that
of loving BEYOND belief. The love I speak of is not a
romantic love, it is the love described by Plato and Jung
as the concept of Eros. Eros is in its essence the desire for
wholeness, for "psychic relatedness", a desire for
interconnection and interaction with other sentient
beings. To “love beyond belief” is to connect with and
accept someone beyond what they believe they deserve.
It means that an individual’s beliefs will not impact our
ability to love them, to connect with them, to care for
them, and to honor their inherent worth and dignity.
There is a quote which is commonly used throughout
Unitarian Universalist circles, and while it may not be
immediately apparent, this quote is about love, about the
idea of Eros. The quote is this:
It is a blessing each of us was born. It matters what we do with
our lives. What each of us knows about god is a piece of the
truth. We don’t have to do it alone.

This is our good news - a UU gospel message if you will.
You may be thinking to yourself – ok I like it, it sounds
good, but what does it have to do with Love, in fact the
word doesn’t even appear anywhere in the quote! So
let’s break it down and look at each statement, starting
with the last.
We don’t have to do it alone.
Life can be hard, and unfair. Every day of the week,
wherever you might go, you are surrounded by people
who are living with grief, uncertainty, regret, anxiety.
Some us here are dealing with health challenges, physical
pain and scary diagnoses. Many of us have emotional
pain, feelings of self-doubt or depression, fear or
loneliness. We worry about those around us, our
economy, our country, our world and those who live and
die in oppression or misery. With all our burdens, it’s
easy to think we are alone and separate.
We live at a time that celebrates the individual and it

makes us forget how important we are to one another.
Let’s think about those who have made our success
possible, those who’ve made our lives good: Our
ancestors, our teachers, the founders of our schools,
museums, libraries and recreational programs, friends
and social workers, public safety and medical
professionals, custodians and construction workers. It’s
just not possible to live and to thrive without being
dependent on other people! This is why we come
together in religious community. We come together to
remember that we are not alone, to renew our hope.
Eros – a desire for interconnection and interaction with
other sentient beings = You don’t have to do it alone.
What each of us knows about god is a piece of the truth.
This very idea is what makes us so unique among
religious organizations. We give value to each and every
one of our ideas about god. Some among us may say,
“God is not a useful concept! Most ideas of God are not
based on evidence!” Okay, that’s a piece of the truth. Yet
others may say, “I have a personal relationship with
God.” That’s a piece of the truth too, as is the image of
the Goddess on the altar in your corner at home, and so
is the practice of sitting in silence every day for a certain
length of time. So is the experience of rock climbing,
surfing, snow boarding, gardening, painting, singing or
reading. We gain pieces of the truth from astronomy and
poetry, from genetics and geology and so much more.
What each of us knows is a piece of the truth … about
Life with a capital L. This is another reason why you
don’t have to do it alone: Instead of the stubborn
isolation of certainty, we hope to learn from different
perspectives. We strive to welcome doubt in our
spiritual lives and thus we come together in community
to love each other beyond our individual beliefs.
It matters what we do with our lives.
Whatever we do to spend our time, how we do it makes
a difference: whether we are working, retired from our
work lives, or… looking for work. Whether we’re
studying, volunteering, child-rearing, or resting; it does
make a difference if we are reliable, helpful, generous,
and kind. It matters if we practice compassion. We can
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choose to be calm when we could be aggressive. We can
act out of our values when we’d prefer to retaliate out of
our hurt. The quality of our intentions and actions can
make a difference. The first quality of Eros is a desire for
wholeness – something which can only be achieved
through living lives of meaning.
It’s a blessing each of us was born.
It is easy to think that the “us” in this statement just refers
to our friends and family, or perhaps “us” as Unitarian
Universalists, but this statement means more than that.
“Us” includes mean people, people we disagree with,
people we dislike and those who enrage us on the
freeway or the TV news, this “us” means ALL of us. It’s
not easy to affirm this, but consider…
When we hear that somebody has had a baby, or when a
baby has become part of a family through adoption, we
smile. We say congratulations, because each child is a
blessing, no matter the circumstances of the child’s birth.
We affirm this value at church by preparing to welcome
those who come here. We show intentional hospitality to
newcomers as well as to those already a part of the
congregation. Each arrival is a gift. Each person’s time
and presence is a gift of themselves. All people are
worthy of welcome and caring, for all people are children
of the same Spirit.

We’ve all had struggles with self-doubt at one time or
another, times when we’ve felt bad, unworthy, not good
about ourselves. But when we dwell on feelings and
thoughts that there’s little of worth inside us, we’re not
only being unreasonable, we’re forgetting the very
foundation of our Unitarian Universalist values. To
diminish yourself–or anybody else–is ignore our very first
and most basic principle, the inherent worth and dignity
of EVERY person – including yourself.
There’s no need to prove yourself worthy of acceptance
and love; in our faith, it’s part of your lifetime guarantee.
We are a faith of love. Love beyond what we may believe
we deserve, love beyond boundaries, love beyond
differences, love beyond age and race, beyond
documentation, beyond sexual preference or social status.
We are a faith of love beyond belief.
It is a blessing each of us was born. It matters what we do with
our lives. What each of us knows about god is a piece of the
truth. We don’t have to do it alone.
As we journey into this month of commercialized
romantic love let us hold on to this message of love, of
Eros and know that every day we remember this , every
day we live our values, we are living in Love.
In faith and love,
Jessica

Faith Formation Events
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What’s Happening in Faith Formation?
Please note that this is not meant to be a comprehensive list of everything that has happened in the church in regard to
Faith Formation, but instead to serve as a highlight reel of the last month and a look at what is coming up in the next
month.
January:
Jan 6: Children’s R.E. classes begin new spring curricula.
Jan 11-13: 9th Grade Trip retreat at Jefferson Unitarian in Golden, CO.
Jan 20-21: Youth group attends MLK Overnight at First Unitarian Society of Denver and march in the 28th annual MLK
Day Marade in Denver.
Jan 25-27: Ten youth and adult members of High Plains attended the intergenerational Building Beloved Community
Retreat with Rev. Thandeka at Jefferson Unitarian in Golden, CO.
Coming up in February:
All Month:
Colorado Springs YRUU high school youth group will meet at All Souls Unitarian this month.
Feb 8: Registration deadline for those who want to attend the Middle School retreat, “BounceCON” at Foothills
Unitarian in Ft. Collins, February 22-23.
Feb 8-10: Youth (and Jessica) attend Winter CON in Salt Lake City, UT.
Feb 15: HP Parenting group meets at High Plains.
Feb 16: Issues on Aging group meets at High Plains.
Feb 22-23: Middle School retreat, “BounceCON” at Foothills Unitarian in Ft. Collins, February 22-23.
Feb 25-27: Jessica and Beatrice attend 21st Century Faith Formation Conference in Denver.
March 2-3: 9th Grade trip retreat hosted at High Plains.
In response to Rev. Beatrice’s moving Veterans Day service we are looking to form a Veterans Support Group. Those
interested in attending or helping to organize such a group, please contact Rev. Beatrice (minister@hpcuu.org) or
Jessica (dff@hpcuu.org) .
If you have a group which you believe works toward the goals of Faith Formation please contact Jessica at
dff@hpcuu.org about including your meetings on the monthly list of Faith Formation Programming events.
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The President’s Post
by Danielle Heimer

A

number of exciting things are underway at High
Plains--our annual stewardship drive begins soon
and we will also soon have the chance to participate in a
process to revise and update our mission and vision.
These are exciting and important tasks. Our stewardship
drive (or pledge drive) gives us the opportunity to be
financially generous to support the work of High Plains,
while the process of mission and vision is a critical time
to think about and define what truly matters to High
Plains and where we see ourselves going. Widespread
and enthusiastic participation in both of these is vital to
our health and success as a congregation.

The next community potluck with the Board and
Minister is scheduled for February 24th after the service.
We are asking for input from the congregation on the
topic--what would you like to discuss? Is there an area of
congregational life that you would like to see on the
agenda? Please submit your ideas to board@hpcuu.org or
minister@hpcuu.org! We hope to have a great turnout for
this fellowship event.
Danielle Heimer,
President of the Board of Trustees

HPCUU Dinner

Make your Monthly Payments Electronically
If you don’t already participate in the electronic funds transfer program for monthly pledge payments at church,
please consider doing so. Under this program, you authorize the church to transfer funds for your pledge payment
each month from your bank account to the church’s account. High Plains has offered this payment option for seven
years, and about a third of church members take advantage of it. The program is great for the church because it
helps to make revenues constant and predictable, like many of our expenses. It’s great for you because you don’t
have to remember to write a check every month—you just fill out a form one time, and the treasurer does the rest.
If you are interested in participating, or if you have questions, please talk to the church treasurers, Janet Oliver or
Meighan Powell, or just look in the “finance procedures” binder on the church secretary’s desk and find a blank
form, fill it out, and give it to Janet or Meighan or leave it in the treasurer’s mailbox at church. The forms are
entitled “Direct Answers to Questions about Electronic Contribution” and are located in one of the inside cover
pockets of the notebook. Any time that you wish to change an existing payment amount or discontinue payments,
use the same form.

CFO Report
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Dollars & Sense
by Jack W. McElroy
“Money has everything to do with religion, with the choices that we make about how to be in relationship with ourselves, our neighbors, and with the divine. Religion is about life, and life, it seems, has a
whole lot to do with money.”
Lynn Ungar

Tax Statements Available:
Do you require a statement of contributions made to High Plains Church UU for 2012 for your income tax records?
Statements have been printed and may be picked up at church. If you are unable to pick up your statement, please
contact Janet Oliver to arrange receipt by mail or email. On behalf of HPCUU thank you for your generosity.

This Year’s Budget Revisited:
You may recall that when the congregation approved the budget for FY2012-13, it was assumed that beginning in
January we would resume paying the full monthly amount due on the note payable to the UUA. The monthly amount
budgeted was $5,157. In December, we requested and received permission to continue to make reduced payments from
January through December of 2013. Those payments will include the monthly interest on the outstanding balance, plus
$1,000 per payment to be applied to the principal. The total monthly payment will be $3,083.
The budget also stipulated using $18,500 of restricted capital fund cash to apply to the monthly note payments. This
was the amount that was projected to be required in order to have adequate unrestricted cash to meet the church’s
operating requirements during that time frame. However, the budget contained the stipulation that “Any relief
provided by the Building and Loan Commission [UUA] on our debt service for the second half of our fiscal year shall be
used to reduce the amount utilized from the Capital Fund during the year.” The intention was to use the minimum
amount of restricted cash necessary during the six month period beginning this past January 1.
The total amount of note payments to be made from January through June, 2013, will exceed the total for the amount
paid during the proceeding six month period by $6,000. During that time we did not use any restricted cash from the
Capital Fund. Therefore, it is assumed that the amount of restricted cash used for the last half of this fiscal year will not
exceed $6,000.
The objective is to preserve as much of the Capital Fund for as long as possible to allow the church to grow our revenue
base in order to fully meet our financial obligations. There is one major disadvantage to this strategy. The UUA
Building & Loan Commission has informed us that they will not extend the date at which the note must be paid in full.
Therefore, at some point the monthly payments will be larger than they would have been had we not had reduced
payments.

Cash Position @ December 31:
At December 31, 2012, High Plains had a cash balance of $62,126, an increase of $12,381 from June 30, 2012. The
December 31 cash balance included $16,647 of unrestricted cash.
Temporarily Restricted Cash at October 31, 2012 includes the following:
Capital Fund Drive
Youth Fund
Playground
Aesthetics
Music Director
Total Restricted Cash

40,181
3,360
57
1,561
320
5,479
=====

All questions or comments regarding HPCUU financial issues may be directed to cfo@hpcc.org.
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High Plains Church—Unitarian Universalist
Board of Trustees Minutes
January 16, 2013
Chalice lighting and covenant
Minister's Report
Highlights - good Healing Focus group; healing ritual coming up.
Keep working on lavish communication.
Good job to Joe on proposal for streamlining teams.
New office assistant is Mandy Morrow.
Not a lot of participation guest at our table. Ten donations. Plus Christmas Eve.
Lots of participation in Beloved Community training coming up, 12.
We need to support our community minister by providing support with professional development.
Come to the healing ritual Saturday.
DFF report
Denise Kafayan donated 30 large jars for kids to fill with good things that happen during the years.
Kids loved it. Registration and attendance is up. Teaching spots are full.
Cindy Bosch is the point person for RE. She will be reaching out to others to help with kids RE. Parent
volunteers will greet people and help parents sign in children, including visitors. Larry Sargent will be the
adult RE point person. He will have several other people supporting him as well.
Beloved Community training is coming up. Two teams plus more are going.
Nice feedback from parents and students was recently received about the RE program.
Kelly Miller, Stewardship
Skit for stewardship campaign will be on March 10. The theme is Superhero Academy.
She presented list of financial contributing members for the board so they could certify membership for the
UUA. Stewardship will check with those who received ministerial pass last year to see if they still need it.
The board approves of the efforts of the stewardship team.
There is a need for a co-chair for stewardship and membership.
The goal this year is $295,000 because that is our operating budget.
We have recently been collecting $170,000 most years.
$2500 is the average pledge needed to meet expenses.
70% of people upped their pledge last year by at least 10%.
Minsters who are looking at a church are advised to see if the church has been able to meet the recommended
salary for the previous minister/interim minister.
Al moved that members who have not been contributing for the last 18 months be removed from the church
roster. Jack seconded the motion. All voted yes to Remove 6 people from the church membership due to the
fact that they did not pledge in the last 18 months per the by laws.
Finance
Item 1. We are under budget currently and that is good, however, we are not making the projected building
rental and we are not selling enough scrip. It was suggested that Tim Oliver give a presentation to share the
benefits of scrip which he has done before resulting in increased participation.
Jack proposed taking only the amount needed from our reserves in order to make the interest plus $1000 on
the mortgage beginning in January.
(Continued on page 11)
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(Continued from page 10)

Item 2. We have a stock account set up and we have a member that is contributing stocks to pay their
pledge. We will sell it immediately and take the value.
Item 3. Piano - Jack proposed that we acknowledge that we received the Meismann offer to buy the piano.
We will put together a team and get a real assessed value, look at life cycle costs, use Linda Densmore's
thoughtful questions, have a board member be the contact person. The board agreed that we should put
together a piano task force together. The congregation will be solicited for membership and be charged with
reporting to the board in February.
Item 4. Workers compensation - is paid in advance and then an adjustment is made at the end of the year.
We under withheld on 2012 for one employee and we corrected that and paid it. We will need to readjust the
2011 deductions and contact the employee so they can resubmit their taxes. We will pay the error that was
made on our part.
Executive session at 9:02 pm.
Exited executive session at 9:10 pm.
Ice in parking lot: how can we take care of it?
The board discussed a variety of possibilities and expressed their appreciation to John Atkinson for clearing
a path in the ice so people can safely access the building.
A suggestion was made to use carpet strips to make safe pathways into the building temporarily as has been
done in the past. Keep the carpet strips under FF table for easy access. Ask executive team for advice and
help finding or purchasing carpet. We will communicate with team leaders about the location of carpets and
responsibility of putting out the carpets.
We will also consult with Building Executive Team about other solutions.
Snowplow contract - can we bid it out? They have not done a great job. Perhaps better snow removal would
help prevent some of the melting/run-off issues.
Danielle will talk to Jonathan to the snowplow contract.
Danielle and Jack will talk to executive team.
Church Council
1. Vision mission information - team perspective as well as individual participation will be encouraged.
2. Team descriptions and how they collaborate with other teams will be submitted as an annual report.
3. Budget preparation - teams will estimate needs and justification for them
4. Proposal for reorganization - was positively received. The board is asking for feedback. We are planning
to share it out to more people with clear explanation. And asking for feedback.
John Atkinson and Ed are improving the web site and it is great! Publicity is meeting on the 17th.
A discussion on pictures of children on the website vs. facebook will be held.
Vision and Mission: The board has no intention of keeping the mission and vision a closed process. We
want everyone to participate in the process. Multiple opportunities will be provided so that everyone has a
chance to participate. Follow up from December: there was none
Will meet additionally on January 30 at 6:30 pm to address:
Synthesis of the interim process survey and communication plan.
Fluent in Faith - closing words
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Social Action

Fourth Sunday Donations

Issues on Aging Discussion Group

by Alcira Estevez

By Betty Davis

T

D

he fourth Sunday recipient for
February is the Colorado Springs
Fine Arts Center (FAC). The FAC offers visual, theatre
and educational art experiences. The Taylor Museum of
Art hosts traveling exhibits as well as the permanent
collection. Special collections include Native American
and Hispanic Art, as well as 20th Century Fine Art. The
SaGaJi Theatre presents a variety of dramatic plays and
musicals during the year Bemis School of Arts offers
classes for all ages, as well as, Saturday Family
Adventure Day. Bemis art classes include drawing,
watercolor, acrylic and oil painting, printmaking,
ceramics, sculpture, mosaics, jewelry making, art history,
photography, and drama. The FAC is a 501(c)(3)
organization.
If you have a suggestion for a Fourth Sunday Recipient
contact Alcira Estevez through the HPCUU office,
office@HPCUU.org

Membership Team Announcement
By Susan Majors

T

he Membership team is happy to announce that Judy
Sargent will be the New Member Outreach person
for the team. Judy will be interviewing new members to
find out a little about them and their families, what their
passions and interests are, and their thoughts on their
path to membership. She'll include some of that
information into short articles for the newsletter (with
pictures) so we can all meet our new members.

o you remember the circumstances when you first
really realized that you weren't going to live
forever? Sorry if there are those of you who haven't had
this epiphany yet, but it will happen some day. In
February we will be sharing these stories with each other
and reflecting on our emotions about how old we are -"regret," "surprise," "contentment," "gratitude," or
something else. Please join us on February16 from 10:30 noon in the middle school classroom. The discussion will
be much richer for your presence. If you have questions,
call Betty Davis at 338-9297.

Chocolate Festival
By Meryl Stryker

H

ave a great time AT CHURCH
on Sunday February 10 when
you stay for the awesome Chocolate
Festival after the service.
Don’t plan on making any other plans that Sunday or
you will surely miss out. This is a fundraiser for the
church as well as a lot of fun for you. Bring money to
take home a treat or eat some wonderful goodies there.
Please call or write Merle Stryker if you wish to donate
an item. We could use large items for people to take
home.
264-1178 or merleandgerry@gmail.com

P.S. We will be holding an auction for the most
sumptuous cakes.

Introduction to UU & High Plains Class
By Tim Oliver

H

ave you thought about making “this church, your church?” If you would like to know more about Unitiarian
Universalism and High Plains, we have a class for you! The next Intro to High Plains Class will be held
Day:
Date:
Time:

Saturday
February 23, 2013
9:00 am – 2:00 pm

It’s a way to learn more about the history and tenets of Unitarian Universalism, and the history and workings of High
Plains Church. It’s also a great way to meet other newcomers. This class is a prerequisite for membership, unless you
have been a UU before, but we encourage even old UU’s to take the class to learn about the things that make High
Plains special. Taking the class, however, does not obligate you to join the church.
Childcare is available and lunch will be provided.
Please see or email Tim Oliver at membership@hpcuu.org for more information.

Articles

Opportunity to Become a Hero …

Forgiveness Workshop

By Kelly Miller

By Rev. Beatrice Hitchcock, Interim Minister

F

T

ebruary will be a busy time for the Stewardship
Team. We will have rehearsals for our Stewardship
Kickoff March 10th. Everyone is invited to a special
service long skit. Please wear a superhero shirt if you
have one. There will also be an opportunity for everyone
to attend a “Super Hero Academy” in March and April.
(More details to come)
This year the goal of Stewardship is to raise enough
pledged funds to cover our operational budget. This is a
change in thinking and will require us all to rethink the
way we give to High Plains.
Stewardship is the responsible management of the
resources entrusted to our care. In the context of a liberal
religious community, stewardship is a ministry.
Abundance can be found when all engage as stewards of
the faith community and its resources.
Stewardship does indeed deal with money, but it must be far
bigger, far more holistic than that. For money is the symbol, the
powerful symbol, of our ongoing need for control. But as we
begin to think of life in terms of what we have instead of what
we lack, then we can dare to let go of the things that hold us
back and strategize together as faithful stewards instead of
fearful owners.

here are two sessions left for the forgiveness
workshop. Meeting on Thursday, February 7, and
February 21, 6:30 pm – 8:30 pm. Childcare will be
provided if requested by Monday of a workshop week.
Written materials from the first session will be available
in the brochure rack, or email me for an electronic copy.
Forgiveness is not pardon; it doesn’t gloss over or excuse
a hurt. Forgiving is not the same as forgetting; it is not
safe to forget that someone might continue to hurt us.
Forgiveness is not reconciliation, which requires two to
participate, although, at its best, forgiveness may lead to
reconciliation. Forgiving heals ourselves of hurt, anger,
and resentment.
Forgiveness is a process, not an event, and this workshop
is designed to lead you gently through honoring the hurt
and forgiving yourself; understanding and forgiving the
other; and reclaiming your open heart.
Please let me know if you plan to participate so I can
prepare enough materials for everyone:
minister@hpcuu.org.

Rev. C. K. Robertson, Transforming Stewardship

This Day in Unitarian Universalist History
by Dr. Frank Schulman
February 1, 1786

A

aron Bancroft was ordained as minister of the Second Congregational Church, later
called the First Unitarian Church, in Worcester, Massachusetts In 1825 he became
the first president of the American Unitarian Association.

High Plains Stitchers
Bring your stitching project and join us at a NEW LOCATION starting on
November 2: La Tartine at 1420 Kelly Johnson Blvd, 80920. This location has a
full lunch menu as well as beverages and yummy pastry items. We meet on the
1st and 3rd Fridays from 1:00 pm - 2:30 pm. And if you don't have any stitching,
come anyway and just "hang out" with us!
Questions? Contact Janet at
stitchers@hpcuu.org
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Announcement

POTLUCK LUNCH

You’re Invited!
Sunday, February 24th @ 11:30 am
Bring a dish to share and join Reverend Beatrice Hitchcock
and the HPCUU Board for Sunday lunch!
Discussion Topic: TBD
If you would like to cancel your printed newsletter subscription or otherwise wish to be removed from the mailing
list, please send street, email, phone, and address corrections to Mandy Morrow. The pdf newsletter can be
downloaded from www.hpcuu.org or received in an email by subscribing to the newsletter mailing list. To
subscribe to the mailing list, contact Mandy Morrow at office@hpcuu.org or newsletters-subscribe@hpcuu.org

Fellowship
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Thank You to the newest members of our Sunday morning cleanup crew: the Doty family, Rosemary
Ellenburg, and Kathy Neil. We are still looking for two more cleanup helpers as well as Team members to help
plan upcoming social activities for High Plains Church and a new Co-Lead. If you can help, see anyone from
the Fellowship Team or send an email to fellowship@hpcuu.org.

The Fellowship Team Needs YOU!!

Fellowship Forget-Me-Nots
Please mark your calendars for these upcoming Fellowship events
Thu, Jan 31

Fellowship Team meeting—Join us at 6:30 p.m. at the 3 Margaritas (just across the church parking
lot) for our every-other-monthly meeting. We’ll plan and discuss upcoming fun events at the
church like potlucks, the Chocolate Festival and activities for the next church year. Who can resist
joining a team that meets at 3 Margaritas??? Hope to see you there! Questions, please contact
Heather Ashbee at fellowship@hpcuu.org . All welcome!

Sun, Feb 10

Chocolate Festival – This event will take place after the Sunday service. Donate baked chocolate
goods and take home an assortment of Valentine treats to share with family, co-workers and
classmates. Proceeds will benefit High Plains Church. Don’t miss our most delicious fundraiser of
the year! For information or ideas of what to bring, contact Merle Stryker at
merleandgerry@gmail.com.

Sun, Feb 24

Potluck Lunch with Rev. Beatrice and the Board—the third in a series of potlucks designed to get
to know Rev. Beatrice and discuss issues related to the life of the church. Bring a dish to share and
stay for lunch after the Sunday service.

HiP Hosts in February:
Feb 3

We are still without a HiP Host for February 3rd. Can you take a turn bringing treats for our Sunday
morning coffee hour? If so, please sign up on the HiP Host board beside the coffee counter or email
fellowship@hpcuu.org.

Feb 10

Chocolate Festival

Feb 17

Mardi Gras hosted by Kim Doty and Cindy Fesgen

Feb 24

Potluck Lunch in the fellowship area, 11:30

Clean Up Volunteers Needed! Can you help with clean up after coffee hour one Sunday per month? We are
looking for two more volunteers to help load the dishwasher, wash coffee pots and wipe down the
counters. It’s not glamorous work… but it’s got to get done! If you can take one Sunday a month,
contact Heather Ashbee at fellowship@hpcuu.org.
Do you enjoy planning parties and events? The Fellowship Team is always looking for new members.
Please contact Heather Ashbee at fellowship@hpcuu.org.
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Sunday Services at 10:00 AM
Come Join Us!
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Please submit your articles for the March newsletter
by February 25, 2012

Chocolate Festival
Potluck & Discussion

Building Beloved Community Saturday Workshop

ReVISIONS by Jonathan
Specializing in Creative Home Improvements - Where ideas Become Reality
Do you need something in your world - fixed, added, or removed?
Projects include: Carpentry, Electrical, Plumbing, Painting, Plastering, Dry walling, Tiling, and many more...
Decks, Kitchens, Basements, Bathrooms, Windows, etc.
Jonathan Herdt - Cell 338-1209

Licensed & Insured

jgherdt@yahoo.com

