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“The Dis-Ease of Religion”

T

om Stella, co-founder and director of Soul Link, Inc., will
be the main speaker 10:00 am Sunday, April 7, 2013 at
High Plains Church – Unitarian Universalist. Stella will
speak on “The Dis-Ease of Religion.”

“Carl Jung has said that religion can be a defense against the
experience of God. In our culture, and others, many people
hold onto religious beliefs and practices in order to
experience a sense of security rather than as a means to
discover ultimate truth. When we’re open to its true
meaning and purpose, religion often leaves us with a sense
of dis-ease rather than comfort, a holy dissatisfaction that is
meant to fuel a quest for the spiritual.”
Stella is a visiting associate professor at Colorado College in
the Religion Department. He is a hospice and workplace chaplain, spiritual director, retreat
facilitator, the author of three books:
“A Faith Worth Believing: Finding New Life Beyond the Rules of Religion,” “The God
Instinct: Heeding Your Heart’s Unrest,” and his newest book, “Finding God Beyond
Religion: A Guide for Skeptics, Agnostics and Unorthodox Believers Inside and Outside the
Church.” Stella is co-founder and director of Soul Link, Inc., a local non-profit whose mission
is to create opportunities for spiritual seekers to meet and nourish one another’s souls.

5 Broken Cameras at Penrose Library

W

ondering why Israeli settlements are
completely incompatible with Middle East
peace? Come see the first-ever Palestinian film to be
nominated for best documentary, 6:30 pm April 2 at
the Penrose Library Carnegie Reading Room, 20 N.
Cascade Ave. "5 Broken Cameras" is a first-hand
account of life and nonviolent resistance in Bil'in, a
West Bank village surrounded by Israeli settlements
in violation of international law. The film was shot
by Palestinian farmer Emad Burnat, who bought his
first camera in 2005 to record the birth of his youngest son, Gibreel. Co-directed by Burnat
and Israeli filmmaker Guy Davidi, the scenes follow one family's evolution over five years of
village upheaval.
Refreshments will be provided by the J&P Middle East Peace Project. For more information
on the film or project, contact Jimi Hummer at jimihummer@charter.net.

High Plains Church - Unitarian-Universalist

1825 Dominion Way

Colorado Springs, CO 80918
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Calendar & Services

Events Calendar April 2013
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

1

2
Meals on Wheels
11:30 am - 1:00 pm
Superhero Academy
6:00 pm - 8:00 pm

3
Intergen. Book Club
6:00 pm - 8:00 pm

4
Yoga Class
5:30 pm - 6:30 pm
Fellowship Team
6:30 pm - 8:00 pm

5
Stitchers
1:00 pm - 2:30 pm
Parent/Child U & I
6:00 pm - 8:30 pm

6
Superhero Academy
10:00 am - 12:00 pm
1:00 pm - 3:00 pm
4:00 pm - 6:00 pm

7
New to UU
11:30 am - 12:00 pm
YRUU at All Souls
12:30 am - 2:30 pm

8

9
Meals on Wheels
11:30 am - 1:00 pm
Superhero Academy
6:00 pm - 8:00 pm

10

11
Yoga Class
5:30 pm - 6:30 pm

12
Parent & Child Group
6:00 pm - 9:00 pm
HiPS-High Plain Sisters
7:00 pm - 9:00 pm

13
Superhero Academy
10:00 am - 12:00 pm
1:00 pm - 3:00 pm
4:00 pm - 6:00 pm

14
U&I Facilitators
11:00 am - 1:00 pm
Foster Family Support
11:30 am - 1:00 pm
Finance Team Meeting
11:30 am - 1:30 pm
YRUU at All Souls
12:30 am - 2:30 pm

15

16
Meals on Wheels
11:30 am - 1:00 pm

17
Board Meeting
6:30 pm - 9:30 pm

18
Yoga Class
5:30 pm - 6:30 pm
Y.E.P. HS Youth Group
6:00 pm - 8:00 pm

19
Stitchers
1:00 pm - 2:30 pm
Hip Parents Group
6:00 pm - 9:00 pm

20
Superhero Academy
10:00 am - 12:00 pm
1:00 pm - 3:00 pm
4:00 pm - 6:00 pm
Issues on Aging
10:30 am - 12:00 pm

21
YRUU at All Souls
12:30 am - 2:30 pm

22

23
Meals on Wheels
11:30 am - 1:00 pm
Superhero Academy
6:00 pm - 8:00 pm

24

25
Yoga Class
5:30 pm - 6:30 pm

26

27
Superhero Academy
10:00 am - 12:00 pm
1:00 pm - 3:00 pm
4:00 pm - 6:00 pm

28
YRUU at All Souls
12:30 am - 2:30 pm

29

30
Meals on Wheels
11:30 am - 1:00 pm
Superhero Academy

Be sure to check the Events Tag on the website at www.hpcuu.org for additions and corrections to the calendar.

Upcoming Services
April 7: “The Dis-Ease of Religion” with Tom Stella. Carl Jung has said that religion can be a defense
against the experience of god. In our culture, and others, many people hold onto religious beliefs and
practices in order to experience a sense of security rather than as a means to discover ultimate truth.
When we're open to it's true meaning and purpose, religion often leaves us with a sense of dis-ease
rather than comfort, a holy dissatisfaction that is meant to fuel a quest for the spiritual.
April 14: “The Fire of Commitment” with Rev. Beatrice Hitchcock. High Plains Church has been
examining its purpose, considering its mission, and learning about small group justice ministry. How
do you put it all together so your minds and souls are ablaze, your hunger and passion call you, your
religious convictions give you deep assurance, and Unitarian Universalism’s promise finds fulfillment?
Your future is beginning.
April 21: Earth Day with Brent Dubach. Intergenerational service. The modern environmental
movement is 23 years old on April 22nd. Where are we now?
April 28: Poetry Sunday! April is poetry month. Celebrate the best of American and international
poetry. Share your favorite poet, or a poem of your own. Contact Rev. Beatrice to participate.
If you would like to cancel your printed newsletter subscription or otherwise wish to be removed from the mailing
list, please send street, email, phone, and address corrections to Mandy Morrow. The pdf newsletter can be
downloaded from www.hpcuu.org or received in an email by subscribing to the newsletter mailing list. To
subscribe to the mailing list, contact Mandy Morrow at office@hpcuu.org or newsletters-subscribe@hpcuu.org

Faith Formation
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Faith Formation
by Jessica Laike
“I know there is strength in the differences between us. I know there is comfort, where we overlap.”
― Ani DiFranco

I

have been reminded over the past month just how
important community is, in all its forms. As I worked
with the high school youth group to develop their talking
points around religious bullying and what they wanted
to share with the younger students and their parents, this
was one of the main themes that came up, “remind them
that they are not alone, they have a community here to
support them,” and “this community is what helped me
get through it.” These are powerful messages, they say
that this community of ours has value, has strength, has
the ability to comfort and to heal. It is so easy to feel
alone and isolated when we encounter storms in our life.
Our society has conditioned us to think this way, that
being independent means never asking for help, that
strength comes from persevering – alone. We have the
ability to be more connected to the people in our life now
more than any time in history, and yet most people do
not even know the names of their neighbors. The
majority of people today have traded in their villages for
social networks and while many might not be willing to
trade their networks for villages, I think – if we work at it
– we can have both.
Authentic connection, authentic community is perhaps
more important now than ever before, and also harder to
find. These days community must be intentionally
sought out and it must be nurtured. Communities, like
any relationship, must be tended to and cared for, lest
they slowly and quietly wither away before finally
disappearing all together. Like muscles in our bodies,

communities must be put to use to remain strong, they
must be stretched and exercised on a regular basis and it
is the responsibility of each member to do their part. So
here’s a list of things we can all do to remind ourselves
what it truly means to be part of a community, to be part
of a village….
Reach out - allow the strength of the group to support
you when you are going through a tough time. Be
honest. Bring your full authentic self. Gather often, for
any reason. Eat together. Do good work, together.
Laugh , cry, sing and dance together. Be vulnerable. Ask
for help and in turn, give it when you can. Trust each
other. Share experiences together. Get dirty, sweaty and
smelly together. Forgive each other. Welcome new
members with open arms. Be kind to one another.
Practice radical hospitality. Above all else – Love. Love
each other, love life, love yourself.
We are among the lucky few in this day and age who do
have this kind of community, this kind of village, but we
must never forget that it takes time and intentional effort
to maintain it. Think about what you can do to
strengthen this community, and then do it! We all have
wonderful gifts that could enrich and enliven our village,
but they can only do so when they are shared. What is
yours?
In faith,
Jessica

Are you New to UU?
Do you have questions about Unitarian Universalism? Do you want to know more about us? Join Reverend Beatrice Hancock for a short get together on
the first Sunday of each month. Childcare will be provided.
Questions? Contact Reverend Beatrice or Gail Ballare at gailballare@gmail.com.
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Faith Formation

What’s Happening in Faith Formation?

P

lease note that this is not meant to be a comprehensive list of everything that has happened in the church in regard
to Faith Formation, but instead to serve as a highlight reel of the last month and a look at what is coming up in the
next month.

March:
March 2-3: 9th Grade trip retreat hosted at High Plains.
March 6-8: Jessica attended Mountain Desert District LREDA (Liberal Religious Educators Association) retreat
in Woodland Park
March 17: Colorado Springs YRUU youth group hosted “It’s Not Easy Being UU” talk-back on religious
bullying for 3rd-8th grade students and parents
March 30: All ages Easter Egg decorating party
March 31: Easter Egg hunt for PreK – 5th grade after Sunday morning worship

April:
April 12-14: Youth attend Bridging CON at First Unitarian Society of Denver
April 19-28: Mountain Desert District UU 9th Grade Trip
April 26-28: Pacific Western Regional Assembly in San Jose, CA
If you have a group which you believe works toward the goals of Faith Formation please contact Jessica at
dff@hpcuu.org about including your meetings on the monthly list of Faith Formation Programming events.

Western Unitarian Universalist Life Festival (WUULF)
How would you like to go on a memorable vacation in a
spectacular natural setting where you can spend a week
living and celebrating your UU values? Sound intriguing?
You can do it this summer (and every summer) at the
Western UU Life Festival, or
WUULF. This intergenerational summer camp takes
place in June at Ghost Ranch, near Abiquiu, New
Mexico. From its humble beginnings as a small family
camp more than 30 years ago, to its existence today as a
vibrant community of more than 100 UU’s and like
minded friends, WUULF has helped create lifelong
memories for generations of participants. The dates for
this year’s camp are June 17-23, 2013. If you have more
questions, or if you would like registration or additional
information, go to the WUULF website (www.wuulf.org) . Hope to see you at
camp! Photos by John Donlin.

CFO Report
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Dollars & Sense
by Jack W. McElroy
“Money has everything to do with religion, with the choices that we make about how to be in relationship with ourselves, our neighbors, and with the divine. Religion is about life, and life, it seems, has a
whole lot to do with money.”
Lynn Ungar

Cash Position @February 28:
At February 28, 2012, High Plains had unrestricted cash totaling $4,101. Having adequate cash to pay bills in a timely
manor becomes more of a concern as the Fourth Quarter of each fiscal year approaches. Donations from pledge income
generally drop off late in the fiscal year. The reasons are varied. Some people have already fulfilled their annual pledge
commitment. Others have drifted or moved away. But for others, particularly donors who only attend church
sporadically, they simply lose track of their commitment over time. The finance volunteers will be sending out
reminders to all who have fallen behind in their payments in the next few weeks. If you have any questions regarding
your pledge status, please contact Janet Oliver or leave a message with the Office Assistant.
Temporarily Restricted Cash at February 28 includes the following:
Capital Fund Drive
Youth Travel Fund
Playground
Aesthetics
Boiler Fund
Total Restricted Cash

39,181
2,609
57
1,562
1,500 (1)
45,290
=====

(1) Fund to provide for major property repairs/renovations.
****************************************************************************************************************************************
All questions or comments regarding HPCUU financial issues may be directed to cfo@hpcuu.org.
If you are a member in good standing and would like to receive a copy of the most recent financial schedules (January),
you may request by email. Statements shall be provided via email.
Portions of this column are taken from the Financial Report to the Board of Trustees, prepared March 9. Upon request,
again by email, any member in good standing may receive the full report.

Make your Monthly Payments Electronically
If you don’t already participate in the electronic funds transfer program for monthly pledge payments at church,
please consider doing so. Under this program, you authorize the church to transfer funds for your pledge payment
each month from your bank account to the church’s account. High Plains has offered this payment option for seven
years, and about a third of church members take advantage of it. The program is great for the church because it
helps to make revenues constant and predictable, like many of our expenses. It’s great for you because you don’t
have to remember to write a check every month—you just fill out a form one time, and the treasurer does the rest.
If you are interested in participating, or if you have questions, please talk to the church treasurers, Janet Oliver or
Meighan Powell, or just look in the “finance procedures” binder on the church secretary’s desk and find a blank
form, fill it out, and give it to Janet or Meighan or leave it in the treasurer’s mailbox at church. The forms are
entitled “Direct Answers to Questions about Electronic Contribution” and are located in one of the inside cover
pockets of the notebook. Any time that you wish to change an existing payment amount or discontinue payments,
use the same form.
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High Plains Church—Unitarian Universalist
Board of Trustees Minutes
March 12, 2013
Present: Al Sly, Danielle Heimer, Kelley Ghorashi, Jack McElroy, Joe Nerad, Rev. Beatrice Hitchock
Minister's Report- see website for full report
The purpose of High Plains Church was thoughtfully considered by a large group of people after the service on Feb 24.
About 30 people attended a discussion with Board on possible forms of ministry for High Plains on March 10. Developmental
ministry and settled ministry were both seriously considered. A short list of areas in which work is needed was generated: finances,
volunteers/leadership, and growth.
A coordinator has been found for the U&I groups: Mark Fesgen. Co-chairs still needed for Fellowship and Membership Teams.
Next Stewardship campaign will need a co-chair.
Kierstin Homblette, Beloved Community Coordinator for the Denver/Boulder cluster, spoke last month and will lead a workshop
on social justice for HPC and All Souls UU Church, on March 30, at High Plains.
The board approved Rev. Beatrice to subscribe to Rev. Scott Taylor’s ‘Soul Matters’ and themed worship resources. The board
supports themed worship linked with adult faith formation. Themes start in June. The board will review how themed based
worship is going around December.
The board discussed drafting papers to gather information from new members. The data received from new members will help the
church integrate new members into church life.
Faith Formation report submitted via e-mail.
There was a slight rise in attendance of children in PreK- 8th grade.
High Plains hosted a 9th Grade Trip retreat on the first weekend of the month. All went smoothly.
The high school youth group will be hosting a talk-back seminar entitled “It’s not easy being UU,” on the topic of religious
bullying and discrimination, this Sunday (March 17) directly after the service.
BoGo Blue cards were distributed to all youth in attendance on Sunday, March 10, to sell as a fundraiser to offset registration and
travel costs to Regional Assembly and GA. Cards sell for $10 each of which we keep $5. Whatever money the youth raise will go
to offset THEIR OWN individual costs, unless the youth does not plan to attend either event, in which case it will go into the
general youth travel fund.
Al Sly is exploring how the current database at the church is being used and how to grant Mandy full access.
Finance report- Jack McElroy
Overall YTD revenues and expenses for Church Operations for the first eight months of the current year remain favorable
compared to budget. It is currently anticipated that all categories of revenue, operating and non-operating, will be below budget for
the full fiscal year. The finance team is beginning to work on the new budget.
Vote on piano- After discussion the board unanimously decided that High Plains church cannot buy the piano out of operating
funds.
The board was enthusiastic about attaching 'Standing on the Side of Love' banner to fence and a rainbow flag on the building in
support of passage of Civil Unions in Colorado.
Leadership Development Team will be requested to provide training once a quarter. The board discussed drafting a term limits
policy for HPCUU teams. With term limits we will need more training offered in a year. KG

Caring
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Caring Corner
Please keep in your hearts ...
−
−
−
−
−

Rev. Beatrice Hitchcock on the death of her father.
Alcira Esteves on the illness of her mother in Mexico.
Logan Powell on his ongoing battle.
Carol Peterson who is recovering from surgery in her ongoing battle with Cancer.
Curt and Elizabeth Wilkinson due to Curt’s worsening health.

The Caring Team is here for you ...

W

hether you need a helping hand, an ear to listen, a ride to the doctor, meals delivered to your home, or other
assistance, the Caring Team is here to help. Please let us be there for you, and please notify us of any of our
members and friends who may need help by emailing caring@hpcuu.org. You may also contact Team lead Meighan
Powell at apixxie@gmail.com or 719-243-4786, or other members of the Caring Team: Phyllis Dunn, Michelle Bull,
Jennifer Centric or Rachel Ekhaml.

Paci ic Western Regional Assembly April 26-28, 2013 San Jose, CA
Online registration is available through April 19. No advance registrations accepted after April 19.

Join our four western UUA Districts in making history this spring as we come
together in a Regional Assembly to explore and celebrate
The Rev. Christine Robinson
Friday night’s Opening Celebration includes the inspiring challenge of our featured speaker,
the Rev. Christine Robinson, Senior Minister of First Unitarian Church of Albuquerque.

Full Community:
Regional Assembly is an event inclusive of intergenerational community throughout our weekend together. In addition to
age specific programming for children and middle schoolers, youth, young adults and adults of all ages will be participating
in the energizing workshops, transformational worships and community building experiences that will transcend our district
borders.

For more information contact: http://pwruua.org
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Fellowship

HiP Hosts are needed for April and May!
All Members of High Plains Church are encouraged to take at least one turn a year bringing snacks for our
Sunday morning Fellowship Hour. We're now booking HiP Hosts for April and May!
Being a HiP Host is fun and easy ... and it's a great way to celebrate your special occasions (birthdays,
anniversaries, graduations, holidays, etc) and meet new people at church. Just sign up on the big board at
the coffee counter or email fellowship@hpcuu.org to reserve a date on the HiP Host calendar!
Wondering what to bring? How about some fresh fruit or veggies, cheese and crackers, breads and
spreads, muffins, or a coffee cake? And you don’t have to be a great baker to be a HiP Host – ready-made
treats from the grocery store or Costco in any quantity are just fine!

Fellowship Forget-Me-Nots
Please mark your calendars for these upcoming Fellowship events
Thu, Apr 4:

Fellowship Team Meeting - 6:30 pm at 3 Margaritas (beside the church parking lot). The
Fellowship Team is always looking for new ideas to make our social times more fun, warm and
welcoming. Grab a bite to eat or a beverage and help us plan upcoming fellowship activities for
High Plains Church. All welcome! Contact: fellowship@hpcuu.org

Coffee Hour at High Plains – A huge “Thank You” goes out to all our HiP Hosts (High Plains Hosts) for providing
treats for everyone to enjoy during our Sunday morning coffee hour. You’re all awesome!
Our hosts for April 7th are – the Women’s U&I Group
If you can take a turn in April or May, please sign up at the coffee counter or send an email to
fellowship@hpcuu.org to reserve your date.

High Plains Stitchers
Bring your stitching project (or any easily transportable craft) and join us at
La Tartine at 1420 Kelly Johnson Blvd, 80920. This location has a full lunch
menu as well as beverages and yummy pastry items. We meet on the 1st and 3rd
Fridays from 1:00 pm - 2:30 pm. And if you don't have any stitching or crafting,
come anyway and just "hang out" with us!
Questions? Contact Janet at
stitchers@hpcuu.org

Articles

The Fellowship Team
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How do I pledge this year?
Where do I get my pledge form?
by Kelly Miller

L-R: Rosemary Ellenburg, Kathy Neil, Amy Plapp,
Karen Gershanov, Ann Harris, Gail Protheroe, Heather
Ashbee - Team Lead, Karen Clemmensen
(not pictured) Paula Buczac, Phyllis Dunn, Sue Sproul,
Kathy Kortman

Wanted - Your Team Photo

This year pledge forms are available by attending
Superhero Academy. There are many opportunities
during the month of April. Tuesdays (April 2, 9, 23 and
30) from 6:00 pm to 8:00 pm. Saturdays from 10:00 am to
12:00 pm. Other times are available on Saturdays. I am
also available to come to U&I or affinity groups. If you
have any questions or would like to sign up please email
stewardship@hpcuu.org, or call Kelly Miller 719-6843068. Thank you for giving of your time.

Drinking with UUs
by Sheila McElroy

T

Have you heard the Unitarian Universalist joke about the
UU who died, and was off on the great journey? He
came to a crossroad in the lane, with three directional
signs. One said, “This way to Heaven.” Another said,
“This way to Hell.” And the third said, “This
way to Coffee Hour.” Of course the Unitarian
Universalist went to Coffee Hour.

Issues on Aging

The above bit of humor explains how important our
Coffee Hour is. It is an essential element in the Sunday
morning ritual at High Plains Church.

by Sheila McElroy
he Publicity Team would like to take your team’s photo
and publish it in the HPCUU newsletter, on the HPCUU
web site and other church publications so our congregation
knows who you are and what you do. Please contact Al Sly or
Sheila McElroy to make an appointment for the photo.

by Betty Davis
Please join us on Saturday, April 20 from 10:30 am - 12:00
pm as we continue to explore issues on aging together in
the middle school classroom. The discussion this month
will begin with letting go of who we used to be and
embracing who we are now. Who knows where it will
lead us? All are welcome to participate.

Peace Camp Early Bird Tuition Offered
by Lori Sly
Peace Camp 2013 is scheduled for Monday through
Friday, July 15-19 at Beth-El Mennonite Church. Peace
Camp is an exciting alternative summer day camp
immersing kids in the basics of peace, justice and
sustainability. Children ages 6-13 will choose different
crafts and projects every day to focus on Peace with Self,
Peace with Neighbors, Peace with the Earth, Peace with
the World and Becoming Peace Builders. There's also an
enchanting overnight campout Friday night at Rocky
Mountain Mennonite Camp--parents can join the fun or
pick up children Saturday afternoon. Tuition is $125--but
they're offering a $100 Early Bird rate for anyone who
registers by April 15. To get more information or to
register, visit www.ppjpc.org/programs/peace-camp.

During Coffee Hour we chat about our week, the
Sunday’s sermon and special music. We welcome
visitors and newcomers. We might also do a little work
concerning our current special interest, social action, or
the children’s May Fair Carnival. We might check the
HiP-Host sign-up chart for Sunday morning openings.
HPCUU’s Coffee Hour would not be possible without
the Fellowship Team. They make the coffee, coordinate
the food and make sure everything is cleaned up. For
that we are thankful.
Did you know they also coordinate Thanksgiving and
Christmas pot lucks, Deck the Hall, the Annual Picnic
and help with Church special events? For that we are
thankful.
The Fellowship Team meets bi-monthly at 6:30 pm at 3
Margaritas (just across the church parking lot). They will
plan and discuss upcoming events. And who could resist
joining a team that meets at 3 Margaritas?
If you would like to join this team or just go by and visit
contact Heather Ashbee at fellowship@hpcuu.org.
You might also be interested in the Unitarian Universalist
Service Committee’s coffee project. Here is a link for
more information: http://www.uusc.org/coffeeproject
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Sunday Services at 10:00 AM
Come Join Us!
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Please submit your articles for the May newsletter
by April 25, 2013
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ReVISIONS by Jonathan
Specializing in Creative Home Improvements - Where ideas Become Reality
Do you need something in your world - fixed, added, or removed?
Projects include: Carpentry, Electrical, Plumbing, Painting, Plastering, Dry walling, Tiling, and many more...
Decks, Kitchens, Basements, Bathrooms, Windows, etc.
Jonathan Herdt - Cell 338-1209

Licensed & Insured

jgherdt@yahoo.com

