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M

ark your calendar today for the 6th
annual HPCUU Church Picnic on
Sunday, August 25th! This is always a fun
event for our church family, with delights
for all ages, and this year will be no
exception. Immediately following church,
we’ll gather outdoors in the picnic area next
to the golf course, and the fellowship team
will grill hot dogs and provide buns,
condiments,
and beverages.
In addition,
we’ll have a
potluck of the
usual excellent
side dishes and

High Plains Church - Unitarian-Universalist

1825 Dominion Way

A few volunteers are needed to help with set
up (shade structures, grills, etc.) and cleanup; sign-up sheets will be available in
church in mid-August. And don’t forget to
bring something for the potluck!

Colorado Springs, CO 80918
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Calendar & Services

Events Calendar August 2013
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

1
Yoga Class
5:30 pm - 6:30 pm

2
Stitchers/Hands
1:00 pm - 3:00 pm
Parent/ Child U&I
6:00 pm - 8:30 pm

Saturday
3

4
New to UU
11:30 am - 12:00 pm

5

6
Meals on Wheels
11:30 am - 1:00 pm

7

8
Yoga Class
5:30 pm - 6:30 pm

9
10
Parent & Child Group
6:00 pm - 9:00 pm
HiPS- High Plain Sisters
7:00 pm - 9:00 pm

11
Foster Family Support
11:30 am - 1:00 pm

12

13
Meals on Wheels
11:30 am - 1:00 pm

14
Board Meeting
6:30 pm - 9:30 pm

15
Yoga Class
5:30 pm - 6:30 pm

16
Stitchers/Hands
1:00 pm - 3:00 pm
Hip Parents Group
6:00 pm - 9:00 pm

17
Issues on Aging
10:30 am - 12:00 pm

18
YRUU at High Plains
12:30 am - 2:30 pm

19

20
Meals on Wheels
11:30 am - 1:00 pm

21

11
Yoga Class
5:30 pm - 6:30 pm

23

24

25
YRUU at High Plains
12:30 am - 2:30 pm
Annual Picnic
11:30 am - 1:30 pm

26

27
Meals on Wheels
11:30 am - 1:00 pm

28

29
Yoga Class
5:30 pm - 6:30 pm

30

31

Be sure to check the Events Tag on the website at www.hpcuu.org for additions and corrections to the calendar.

August Services Theme: Possibility
Aug 4:

“Are You the Person You Think You Are? On Unexplored Possibilities” with Rev. Beatrice
Hitchcock, Interim Minister.

Aug 11: “A Changing Church: What’s Possible Now?” with Rev. Beatrice Hitchcock.
Aug 18: “Turning Possibility Into Reality” with Cindy Fesgen, HPC Board Member and Worship Associate,
Principal of The da Vinci Academy.
Aug 25: “Saving the World: What’s Really Possible” with Rev. Beatrice Hitchcock.

If you would like to cancel your printed newsletter subscription or otherwise wish to be removed from the mailing
list, please send street, email, phone, and address corrections to the HPCUU office. The pdf newsletter can be
downloaded from www.hpcuu.org or received in an email by subscribing to the newsletter mailing list. To
subscribe to the mailing list, contact the office at office@hpcuu.org or newsletters-subscribe@hpcuu.org

Minister’s Musings
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Minister’s Musings
by Rev Beatrice Hitchcock

T

he worship and Soul Matters theme this month is
Possibility. Possibility is central to Unitarian
Universalist faith. While others saw humankind as
fundamentally depraved, early Universalists saw a
possibility for redemption in everyone. While many saw
the suffering of life as payment for eternal happiness in
heaven, early Unitarians saw the possibility of heaven on
earth. The early Christian Unitarians and Universalists
believed in a good God who wanted the best for us. God
would not give up on us, so we should not give up on
God. Perhaps this makes us a religion of “Why not?”
As a UU mystic, I believe in possibility. “There are more
things in heaven and earth, Horatio, than are dreamt of
in your philosophy” (Shakespeare, “Hamlet,” Act 1,
Scene 5.) I don’t know what all is out there in the world
or the universe, or even inside me, but I believe in the
possibility of things imagined and unimagined. Why
not?
But what about you, personally? Are you open to the
question of “Why not?” Do you believe in possibilities?
These are your questions this month. One woman put it
this way…
“When I think of possibility, I think of all the
things, people, opportunities, on which we close
the door, automatically.

why even consider that we could change the
world?’
We tell ourselves so many small things about who
we are and what we are capable of, that our own
words drown out the possibility of anything else. I
actually think there's comfort in that because it
stops us from having to face our fears, our
loneliness, our perceived inadequacies.”
This woman’s spiritual journey led her to ask the
question, “Are you willing to consider the possibility that you
are not who you think you are?” A fine question for UU’s to
ask.
So this month, I ask you to consider the possibility that
you are not who you think you are -- you are not as
limited as the story you tell yourself about you. Consider
the possibility that you might be more, that life can be
more, that today can be more than you imagined or
expected.
Say “Yes” to possibility, “Yes” to “why not?”
With love and hope for all the possibilities in your future,

Beatrice

Such as, ‘I will never see eye to eye with my
sister.’
‘I couldn't possibly leave this job to start my own
business.’
‘I will never have close friends like...’
‘I will never really make a difference, so why
bother?’
‘UU's will always be a small, select faith;

Thank you all for a lovely July in Alaska with my
husband, family, and friends. Other family members are
visiting us in August and I will take a day off while they
are here, 8th to 12th. I will also be taking my daughter to
her college in Wisconsin, 17th to 20th.

Are you New to UU?
Do you have questions about Unitarian Universalism? Do you want to know more about us? Join Reverend Beatrice Hancock for a short get together on
the first Sunday of each month. Childcare will be provided.
Questions? Contact Reverend Beatrice or Gail Ballare at gailballare@gmail.com.
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Minister’s Schedule

Minister's Schedule

T

uesday, Wednesday, Thursday, I keep office hours from 11:00 am to 5:00 pm. I am available other hours and days
by appointment: minister@hpcuu.org. Please note the change from my previous office hours [9 – 3]. (My home
gets so hot during the day that I can’t get any housework done in the evening, so I am going to use the cooler morning
hours for chores.) Friday and Saturday are usually sermon-writing days at home. Monday is my day off. Italics
indicate off-site meetings.
Thu

1

11:00 am – 5:00 pm

office hours

Sat

3

9:00 am – 1:00 pm

Worship Associate training

Sun

4

9:00 am – 11:30 am

worship

11:30 am

Church Council

Tue

6

11:00 am – 5:00 pm

office hours

Wed

7

12:00 pm

meeting

1:30 pm – 5:00 pm

office hours

Sun

11

9:00 am – 12:00 pm

worship

Tue

13

11:00 am – 5:00 pm

office hours

Wed

14

11:00 am – 4:00 pm

office hours

4:00 pm – 6:00 pm

Transition Team

Thu

15

11:00 am – 5:00 pm

office hours

Wed

21

11:00 am – 5:00 pm

office hours

Thu

22

11:00 am – 5:00 pm

office hours

6:00 pm

Veterans Gathering

9:00 am – 11:30 am

worship

11:30 am

Picnic

Sun

25

Tue

27

11:00 am – 5:00 pm

office hours

Wed

28

11:00 am – 5:00 pm

office hours

Thu

29

11:00 am – 5:00 pm

office hours

Sat

31

6:00 pm

Life Touch photo team

9:00 am – 12:00 pm

Pastoral Care Training

Faith Formation
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Faith Formation
by Jessica Laike
“Although no one can go back and make a brand new start, anyone can start from now and make
a brand new ending.”
Carl Bard

I

don’t know if you’ve noticed but the days are already
beginning to shorten. The nearly imperceptible shift
from the long days of summer to the early evenings of
fall and winter is upon us and with it comes shopping for
new clothes and shoes, backpacks and lunch bags. In just
a few short weeks schools will be back in session
marking the passage of yet another year in the lives of
our children. While as adults we mark the beginning of a
new year in January, for those whose life revolves
around school, the mark of a new year is that of the first
day of classes. Each fall, students are given a clean slate,
an opportunity to reinvent themselves anew, with new
teachers, new classmates, sometimes even a new school.
Last year’s class clown could become this year’s honor
student, last year’s teen mom could become this year’s
valedictorian; their futures are unwritten.
I don’t know about you, but every now and again I miss
that cycle of getting a clean slate every fall. As adults our
lives just seem to tick on, unaware of the passage of time;
each day repeating the last, unless we change it. What we
seem to have forgotten is that we can begin anew each

and every morning. There is no law which states that
each day must be exactly like those that came before it. In
fact, the only day we can ever control is today, so why
not make it exactly what you want it to be?
The life of the church is the same, while no one can
change the things that have happened in the past, each
and every day is a chance to change the future. What do
you want the future of this church to look like? Is it
strong and vibrant or continuing to struggle? Only you
can decide whether this community will thrive or not,
and the telling will not be in your words, but in your
actions. Our theme for the month of August is Possibility,
and I cannot think of a better one for us to work with as
we embark on this new academic year. This year, try
taking a page out of the students’ handbook and give
yourself the gift of a clean slate…..a world full of
possibilities where you truly can create the future you
desire.
In faith,

Jessica

What’s Happening in Faith Formation?

P

lease note that this is not meant to be a comprehensive list of everything that has happened in the church in
regard to Faith Formation, but instead to serve as a highlight reel of the last month and a look at what is coming
up in the next month.

July:
July 7-14:

Thanks to many generous members of this congregation, Kyle Adams and Jered Stalker
were able to attend QUUest and Spirit Quest UU summer camps.

August 4:

Share Your Passion - Mandalas workshop with Andrea Joiner

August 10:

Teacher orientation

August 11:

Share Your Passion - Exercise workshop with Danielle Heimer

August 18:

Fall Sunday school classes begin & weekly YRUU youth group meetings resume at
High Plains for the month of August

August:

If you have a group which you believe works toward the goals of Faith Formation please contact Jessica at
dff@hpcuu.org about including your meetings on the monthly list of Faith Formation Programming events.
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President’s Post

The President’s Post
by Jim Montgomery

W

ell it’s been almost a month and I am starting to
get more comfortable in my new position in our
church. We’ve had some positive things to report back to
you on this month.
•

•

•

Thanks to work by John Atkinson and Ed Kortman
our new website is up and running. We just need to
finish updating some of the content to get rid of those
pesky under construction signs.
Our DFF Jessica Laike has informed me that our
Faith Formation teaching roster for our children’s
Sunday morning programs is almost complete.
However we could still use some more help on the
Faith Formation Team to back up these wonderful
teachers.
That beautiful 12’ grand piano that graces our
sanctuary is now officially ours. Thank you to Tom
Ward for sticking with the process of special fund
raising and negotiating which brought it to us.

•

Karen Wilsey will be our new Office Administrator
and has already been able to put out our Order of
Service for the last part of this month and will be
officially taking up full responsibilities August 20th.
Thank you Beatrice.

We have many positive things to look forward to but we
also have some work ahead of us. Our two major
concerns in the coming weeks and months still are:
•

Working on a plan for debt reduction and income
enhancement.

•

Finding part time ministerial help for the 2014-15
church year and beyond.

Our church has been a work in progress for the last ten
years that I’ve been a member and I’m sure that will
continue for the next ten years and on into the future.
Jim Montgomery
President of the Board of Trustees

Make your Monthly Payments Electronically
If you don’t already participate in the electronic funds transfer program for monthly pledge payments at church,
please consider doing so. Under this program, you authorize the church to transfer funds for your pledge payment
each month from your bank account to the church’s account. High Plains has offered this payment option for seven
years, and about a third of church members take advantage of it. The program is great for the church because it
helps to make revenues constant and predictable, like many of our expenses. It’s great for you because you don’t
have to remember to write a check every month—you just fill out a form one time, and the treasurer does the rest.
If you are interested in participating, or if you have questions, please talk to the church treasurers, Janet Oliver or
Meighan Powell, or just look in the “finance procedures” binder on the church secretary’s desk and find a blank
form, fill it out, and give it to Janet or Meighan or leave it in the treasurer’s mailbox at church. The forms are
entitled “Direct Answers to Questions about Electronic Contribution” and are located in one of the inside cover
pockets of the notebook. Any time that you wish to change an existing payment amount or discontinue payments,
use the same form.

CFO Report
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Dollars & Sense
by Jack W. McElroy
“Money has everything to do with religion, with the choices that we make about how to be in
relationship with ourselves, our neighbors, and with the divine. Religion is about life, and life,
it seems, has a whole lot to do with money.”
Lynn Ungar

Thoughts on the FY2012/13 Church Financial Performance:
The financial results for the year ended June 30 are still under review, as additional adjustments may be made, if
needed. However, preliminary results are summarized as follows:

Income:
Income received was less than budget, but not by much. In fact, donation and contribution revenue was almost exactly
the amount budgeted. The two sources of income that fell short were Rental Income and Net Proceeds from
Fundraisers. In the case of the former, we lost two regular tenants during the year and Yak Academy, our one
remaining significant tenant, did not have summer classes.
Once again the financial impact of Academy Miniature Golf on church finances was disappointing. The results were
near “break even” after the ten months ended April 30. During May and June excessive maintenance costs resulted in a
full year loss of $4,217. Perhaps this is an acceptable level of performance given the magnitude of allocated cost for
utilities? If so, future budgets (not the current one – its too late) should reflect realistic anticipated results.

Expenses:
Church operating expenses were extremely lower than budget! General operating costs were under budget by over
$24,000. In addition, program teams spent $3,000 less than budget. In fact, every program team was below budget.
There were two expense categories that combined for nearly $21,000 of the under budget spending. First, Other
Personnel Costs were budgeted based on more hours per month, pension benefits and a higher salary than incurred for
the Faith Formation Director. Second the budget assumed that we would begin paying the full UUA monthly mortgage
payment beginning in January. Instead we paid interest due, plus $1,000 per month for the second half of the year.
One other expense category, Denominational Assessments, was $2,500 below budget. The district office did not bill us
for the last five months dues therefore we did not pay nor expense that amount.
Now I offer a word on the outcome of the mortgage payments. Yes, we paid $11,000 less than we budgeted on the
UUA mortgage. However, in doing so we utilized $12,500 less than budget from the restricted Capital Building Fund.
This is especially gratifying given the estimated remaining life of the Capital Building Fund.

Cash Position:
At June 30, High Plains had a cash balance of $55,443, an increase of $5,698 over the same date last year. The June 30
cash balance included $10,119 of unrestricted cash.
Temporarily Restricted Cash at June 30, 2013 includes the following:
Capital Fund Drive
Youth Travel Fund
Playground
Aesthetics
Boiler Fund
Piano Fund
Scholarship
Total Restricted

34,181
376
57
1,561
2,500
5,700
949
45,324
=====

This fund is expected to be fully depleted by June 2014.

Fund to provide for major building repairs/renovations.

All questions or comments regarding HPCUU financial issues may be directed to cfo@hpcc.org.
If you are a member in good standing and would like to receive a copy of the year-end financial schedules (June), you
may request by email. Statements shall be provided via email once the annual statements are finalized.
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New Members & Fellowship

Meet Barbara and Merl Will-Wallace

B

arbara grew up on a farm in California and is retired
from a career teaching Fine Arts & Design, Special
Education, and At-Risk youth. She moved to Egypt at
the age of 57 to teach art to Egyptian students and was in
Cairo on 9/11. Barbara has also studied and practiced
African Ritual with a group led by two African Shamen
and was active in a Quaker Meeting for 20 years.
Merl was born and raised in the Midwest but moved
from Chicago to Colorado 37 years ago. He received his
bachelors and masters degrees from UCCS. Merl is a
banker with U.S. Bank.
Merl and Barbara met in 2007 and were married in 2009
and have 12 grandchildren between them. After they
married, they were looking for a compromise between
Barbara’s Quaker background and Merl’s involvement in
the Center for Spiritual Living. When they attended

HPCUU for the first time,
they felt very welcomed
and comfortable. They
wanted to feel more
connected to the church
community and became
members in October, 2012.
Barbara is on the small
Justice & Peace committee
and volunteers with Care
& Share; in her spare time,
she paints and exhibits her watercolors locally. Merl has
studied and been an avid reader on religion, spirituality
and philosophy; he is working to complete his first book,
Awakening in Change. This busy couple recently took over
as leaders of one of the U&I groups. They like the eclectic
nature of our services, especially the presence of our
children and youth and the musical accompaniment.

Fellowship Forget-Me-Nots
Please mark your calendars for these upcoming Fellowship events
Thu, Aug 1

Quarterly Fellowship Team Meeting - 7:00 pm at the home of Sue Sproul (591-2922) – All
welcome! Do you enjoy planning parties and social events? Join the Fellowship Team as we make
plans for the upcoming holiday season and beyond. We would love to have you!

Sun, Aug 25

HPCUU Annual Church Picnic - following the service.

Do you enjoy planning parties and events? The Fellowship Team is always looking for new members.
Please contact Amy Plapp or Kathy Neil at fellowship@hpcuu.org.

HipHosting to begin again!
By Amy Plapp

I

t has become something of a tradition at High Plains to have an array of snacks available as
part of the traditional time of coffee and fellowship following the service. These items are
provided by church volunteers know as “HipHosts.” To be a HipHost, you can write your
name on the sign-up sheet in the fellowship area. You can sign yourself up, or sign up with a
friend or a group of friends such as your U&I group—whatever works! To give our regular
volunteers a break, the fellowship team suspended HipHost sign-ups for the summer—
although happily a number of generous souls contributed snacks anyway! Now that summer is
ending, we’ll resume the sign-ups soon. While we appreciate all contributions, it is helpful for
planning purposes if you sign up in advance and let us know when you are planning to help.
Keep an eye on the coffee counter for the sign-up sheet, which will be posted by the end of the
month. Thanks and happy snacking!

Articles 1

Changes to Joys and Sorrows Starting in
August

Pastoral Care Training, August 31

By Rev. Beatrice Hitchcock

I

O

ver the past year, I have worked with the Worship
Team to find a way to make spoken Joys and
Sorrows fit better into the spirit of the worship service.
Worship is supposed to serve the gathered community,
and when elements are used by individuals for their own
purposes, the community suffers. This becomes more
important as you seek to grow your congregation.
Some of the information shared in Joys and Sorrows is
important for the church to know, in order to “nurture a
loving, respectful religious community.” But the form of
spoken Joys and Sorrows is not the only way that
information can be conveyed.

Starting this month, spoken Joys and Sorrows will be
reserved for special occasions. Those wishing their
church community to know about births, deaths, illness
and injury, marriage and divorce, military deployment
and return, and other matters of concern to all, are asked
to email the Caring Team at caring@hpcuu.org, or me at
minister@hpcuu.org before Sunday morning, or to write
their joy or sorrow in the journal provided on the table in
the social room by the shoji screens. Please note that the
journal will be taken to the pulpit approximately five
minutes before the service begins.
Joys and Sorrows will then be shared by the minister or
Worship Associate during the Pastoral Prayer or
Meditation/Prayer. Permission to use the names of
individuals will be assumed, unless no name is given or
permission to use a name is expressly denied.
I appreciate your willingness “to change in order to
grow.” The Caring Team (caring@hpcuu.org), Worship
Team (worship@hpcuu.org), and I (minister@hpcuu.org)
are interested in your response to these changes.

By Rev. Beatrice Hitchcock
n a church the size of High Plains, it is common for a
group of people to work with the minister to provide
pastoral care to its members and friends. There is
currently only one pastoral caregiver in the congregation.
Pastoral care involves visiting, sometimes telephoning,
and most of all listening to people who are housebound,
and those suffering from grief, sadness, confusion, or
other emotional turmoil caused by life events.
Pastoral Care is not professional counseling, and it is
more about ‘being with’ people in crisis, than problem
solving for them. There are boundaries and limits to
what pastoral care-givers can do, and these will be
explained in training.
As High Plains Church is likely to have a part-time
minister starting in August 2014, it is more important
than ever to have a trained team to serve your
congregation. The whole Caring/Pastoral Care Team,
and anyone else who is interested in learning how to
serve, is invited to attend a three-hour training to be held
on August 31, from 9:00 am to noon, with me and the
Rev. Nathan Mesnikoff. Those who choose to continue in
the role of pastoral caregiver after this initial training,
will be offered additional training over the months
ahead.
Please let me know if you plan to attend so I can prepare
enough materials for everyone: minister@hpcuu.org. If
you would like childcare, please contact me by
Wednesday, August 28.

Becoming an HPCUU Member
By Kelly Miller
The journey to membership will be changing for the
upcoming year. There will be one class theme offered
twice each month. September the theme is History. If you
would like to consider making the commitment of
membership please email membership@hpcuu.org or call
Kelly Miller at (719) 684-3068.

High Plains Stitchers
Bring your stitching project (or any easily transportable craft) and join us at
La Tartine at 1420 Kelly Johnson Blvd, 80920. This location has a full lunch
menu as well as beverages and yummy pastry items. We meet on the 1st and 3rd
Fridays from 1:00 pm - 2:30 pm. And if you don't have any stitching or crafting,
come anyway and just "hang out" with us!
Questions? Contact Janet at
stitchers@hpcuu.org
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Articles 2

Military Veterans Gathering, August 22

Soul Matters Groups Starting in September

With Rev. Beatrice Hitchcock

By Beatrice Hitchcock

M

S

ost of you are aware of the difficulties facing
current military members returning from
deployment. High Plains Church has many military
veterans, myself included, of different eras. If you are at
all interested in being part of a veterans group to be
supportive of these most recent vets and, perhaps,
yourselves, please join me for a conversation on
possibilities. Thursday, August 22, 6:00 pm.
Refreshments provided.

Issues on Aging Group
By Sue Neufeld

T

he “Issues on Aging” Group meets monthly on the
third Saturday from 10:30 am - 12:00 pm in the
Middle School classroom at High Plains Church.
All are welcome to attend and reminders are sent
monthly as to what topic will be discussed. We are by no
means exclusive regarding the age of participants; what
we share does not leave the room.
We have discussed issues of spirituality, aging alone,
economics, memory, holidays, children and family, life
changes, health and wellness, and inter-generational
communication. In the near future we will discuss death
with dignity, retirement planning and investing, caring
for one another, sharing our talents within our church
community, and what to do with our “accumulated
stuff.” The group decides together what we’d like to
discuss.
If you have concerns about aging, or just want to be
better informed on such topics, please join us for future
meetings. If you have questions you may contact Betty
Davis 471-7544 or Sue Neufeld 260-9625, co-facilitators.

Will Your Assets Be Protected For Your Family And Heirs?
If you think you’re protected by a simple Will, think
again. The Issues on Aging discussion group has invited
Catherine Hammond, an estate planner from the
Hammond Law Group, to meet with us to discuss how
your current plan, or lack thereof, will affect your family
for years to come. If you own a home…or you have assets
worth at least $100,000…you owe it to yourself, and to
your family, to get the facts on proper estate planning.
Join us on Saturday, August 17, from 10:30 am – noon in
the Middle School classroom behind the church. For
more information on this group, contact Sue Newfeld
(260-9625) or Betty Davis (471-7544).

oul Matters groups are a form of small group
ministry. Meeting monthly, they will address the
theme of the month in a safe and confidential
atmosphere. Soul Matters participants will encourage
each other to grow with the materials under
consideration. Soul Matters groups are a part of the
“nurture spiritual growth” aspect of your new Mission
Statement.

New Office Administrator
By Beatrice Hitchcock

P

lease be sure to welcome Karen Wilsey, who has
been hired as the new Office Administrator. She
officially starts August 20th, but you may see her in the
building before then, making up the order of service for
Sunday. Her regular hours will be 1:00 pm to 4:00 pm,
Tuesday through Friday.
In preparation for High Plains Church’s part-time
minister starting in 2014, Karen will be taking on more
administrative duties than your previous Office
Assistants. So if she calls to find out if you’ve reserved a
room for your scheduled team meeting, or if you have
anything to add to or change in the weekly
announcements, please understand that keeping things
running smoothly at High Plains is part of her job.

Photo Directory Coming
By Beatrice Hitchcock

A

t the end of September, Life
Touch Photography will be
coming to take individual and family pictures and then
create a photo directory for High Plains Church. This
will be done at no cost to the church. Life Touch makes
its money by selling photos to the families. They promise
that it is a “no pressure” process; there is no minimum
number of photos they need to sell, and no one has to
buy anything. The photos will be available before the
winter holidays. A few volunteers will be needed to
schedule appointments, and sign people in on the
photography days:

Friday, September 27, 1:00 pm – 8:00 pm
Saturday, September 28.10:00 am – 5:00 pm
Please contact Rev. Beatrice Hitchcock at
minister@hpcuu.org to help.

Articles 3

HPCUU Buys Meisman Piano

Fall Classes at HPCUU

By Tom Ward

Voluntary Simplicity
Thanks to the generosity
of about 20 members of
High Plains Church, the
church has now taken
possession of Josh
Meisman’s Kawai piano.

CFO Jack McElroy met with Josh on July 12th, and the
two signed a bill of sale transferring ownership of the
piano to HPCUU. The sale price was $10,000, consistent
with a professional appraisal of the piano obtained earlier
in the year. The funds were obtained by means of a lowkey fundraising effort conducted with the approval of the
Board of Trustees in a manner designed to avoid
interference with the then-ongoing stewardship
campaign. The piano was thoroughly adjusted and
tuned at the time of the appraisal and is in excellent
condition. HPCUU can now look forward to many years
of beautiful music from this wonderful instrument!

Let's Get Personal
Writing Your Stories
By Gretchen Cutts
•

Write your memories
Record family stories before they’re lost
• Capture your own history
• Create an heirloom
•

N

ot a writer? That’s okay. We promise to show you
some tricks to set you toward your goal, whether
it’s one treasured story or a book full of memories.

Three Thursdays in September:
12th, 19th and 26th. 7:00 pm - 8:30 pm
At High Plains Church, 1825 Dominion Way. Open to all.
Entire course for only:
$15 High Plains members,
$18 non-members.
Pre-registration with deposit required.
Maximum participants 12.
Contact: GretchenSCutts@aol.com. 719-534-0387.
Facilitator Gretchen S. Cutts is a former magazine and
newspaper columnist, editor and author, with both training
and experience in writing memoirs.
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This class will focus on strategies and philosophies for
living simpler lives both spiritually and practically. The
instructor is the High Plains Interim Minister who lived
many years in Alaska under what most of us would
consider primitive conditions.
Oct. 3, 10, 24, Nov. 7, 14 Thursdays 7:00 pm - 8:30 pm
Leader: Rev. Beatrice Hitchcock
Cost: $20.00 members; $25.00 non-members

Fundamentalism: Jewish, Christian, and Islamic
The format of this class will include some lecture,
readings, video, and discussion on the topic and nature
of fundamentalism in the three major monotheistic
religions. Larry Sargent holds a masters degree in
cultural history and a doctorate in special education with
a heavy dose of cognitive psychology.
Oct. 15, 21, 29, & Nov. 5 Tuesdays 7:00 pm - 8:30 pm
Leader: Dr. Larry Sargent
Cost: $20.00 members; $25.00 non-members

Practicing Gratitude
We will consider different kinds of gratitude practices
and the opportunity to develop one or more of our own
gratitude practices. Dr. Udis-Kessler holds a Ph.D. in
sociology and is an administrator at Colorado College.
Nov. 21 Thursday 7:00 pm - 8:30 pm
Leader: Dr. Amanda Udis-Kessler
Cost: $5.00 members;; $7.00 non-members

WUULF Reunion and Sing-along
By Amy Plapp
Ever been to WUULF, thought about going to WUULF,
or heard of WUULF? If the answer is yes, please joins us
for an evening of music, fun, and fellowship at High
Plains on Saturday, August 31st, at 7:00 p.m. WUULF, the
Western UU Life Festival, is a week-long
intergenerational summer camp held every year at the
Ghost Ranch Conference Center near Abiquiu, NM. A
number of High Plains members and the families
attend. If you would like to learn more, or if you've been
to camp in the past and would like to reconnect with old
friends, please join us! This event is not being advertised
to the general public but rather is intended for members
of our extended church family. Please bring a snack to
share and any musical instrument you would like to
play. The singing will be lead by Laurie Simmons of Fort
Worth, TX, a member of the WUULF board and long time
WUULF musician.
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HPCUU
1825 Dominion Way
Colorado Springs CO 80918
719-260-1080
Member of Unitarian Universalist Association

Sunday Services at 10:00 AM
Come Join Us!
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editor@hpcuu.org
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Church Piano
Fall Classes

Please submit your articles for the September newsletter
by August 26, 2013

ReVISIONS by Jonathan
Specializing in Creative Home Improvements - Where ideas Become Reality
Do you need something in your world - fixed, added, or removed?
Projects include: Carpentry, Electrical, Plumbing, Painting, Plastering, Dry walling, Tiling, and many more...
Decks, Kitchens, Basements, Bathrooms, Windows, etc.
Jonathan Herdt - Cell 338-1209

Licensed & Insured

jgherdt@yahoo.com

