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n Friday, Oct 11, High Plains Church’s
Habitat for Humanity teams went into
action. Two shifts, a morning shift led by
Rev Hitchcock, and an afternoon shift led by
Al Sly, went to work alongside the grateful
homeowner. She was a single mom with
three young girls, and a nursing assistant,
struggling to make ends meet.
The teams converged at the work site in
Fountain, near Fort Carson. Since the
weather was warm, we helped build a
retaining wall in the back yard, reinforced
the foundation, and prepared the floor of the
crawl space. We used “Liquid Nails” to help
cement new relationships along with the
wall.

date rather than a weekday. An
announcement will be made when the date
is chosen. All High Plains members age
sixteen or older are welcome to participate.

The afternoon crew included Al & Lori Sly,
Marshall & Vivian Wiley, and Tim Oliver.

Auction Report
By Gretchen Hein

W

ell we had quite an Auction Party last
Saturday. I think the comment I
heard most was “I had a lot of fun”. And
that was the intent: to party!

Rev Hitchcock’s morning crew consisted of
Meg Powell, Merl Will-Wallace, Karen
Clemmensen, Gail Protheroe, Andi
Hammond, Nancy Bentley, and Sam Waller.
The SPACE team (Social Progress through
Active Community Engagement) is
planning future work sessions. We will
attempt to reserve a Saturday in January
since a lot of folks asked for a weekend work

High Plains Church - Unitarian-Universalist

1825 Dominion Way

The auction was successful again, earning
about $12,500 dollars for the church. Thank
you to everyone who attended, spent
money, played piano, volunteered,
decorated for the kids and the adults, and
had fun.
I have to give a big shout out to Jessica
Laike our Director of Faith Formation for
putting in so many hours to make the
Carnival for the kids and the Auction so
successful. THANK YOU!
If you haven’t paid for your bids yet you
will be able to do that after church next
Sunday at the Welcome table.

Colorado Springs, CO 80918
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Calendar & Services

Events Calendar November 2013
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

1
MDD Central Cluster
Fall UU Gathering
Youth and Adult
Sponsors Mini-Con
Stitchers
1:00 pm - 2:30 pm
Parent/Child U&I
6:00 pm - 8:30 pm

2
MDD Central Cluster
Fall UU Gathering
Youth and Adult
Sponsors Mini-Con

3
Youth and Adult
Sponsors Mini-Con

4
Yoga Class
6:00 pm - 7:00 pm

5
Meals on Wheels
11:30 am - 1:00 pm
Fundamentalism Class
7:00pm - 8:30 pm

6

7
Yoga Class
5:30 pm - 6:30 pm
Voluntary Simplicity
7:00pm - 8:30 pm

8
High Plains Sisters
7:00 pm - 9:00 pm

9

10
Foster Family Support
11:30 am - 01:00 pm
YRUU at High Plains
12:30 am - 3:30 pm

11
Yoga Class
6:00 pm - 7:00 pm

12
Meals on Wheels
11:30 am - 1:00 pm

13
Veteran's Burial
Benefits
6:30 pm - 8:00 pm
Soul Matters
Newcomers Group
7:00 pm - 9:00 pm

14
Yoga Class
5:30 pm - 6:30 pm
Voluntary Simplicity
7:00pm - 8:30 pm

15
Stitchers
1:00 pm - 2:30 pm
Hip Parents Group
6:00 pm - 9:00 pm

16
Issues on Aging
10:30 am - 12:00 pm

17
Finance Team
11:30 am - 1:30 pm
YRUU at High Plains
12:30 am - 2:30 pm

18
Yoga Class
6:00 pm - 7:00 pm
Publicity Team
6:30 pm - 8:30 pm

19
Meals on Wheels
11:30 am - 1:00 pm

20
Board Meeting
6:30 pm - 9:30 pm

21
Yoga Class
5:30 pm - 6:30 pm
Practicing Gratitude
7:00 pm - 8:30 pm

22

23

24
YRUU at High Plains
12:30 am - 2:30 pm

25
Yoga Class
6:00 pm - 7:00 pm

26
Meals on Wheels
11:30 am - 1:00 pm
Soul Matters Group
7:00 pm - 9:00 pm

27

28
Yoga Class
5:30 pm - 6:30 pm

29

30

Be sure to check the Events Tag on the website at www.hpcuu.org for additions and corrections to the calendar.

November Services Yearning
Nov 3: “Christian UUs: Yearning for Acceptance and Understanding” with Amanda Udis-Kessler, Alcira Estevez,
and Elizabeth Wilkinson. Unitarianism and Universalism both began as Christian religions. UUs with
varying degrees of Christian affiliation speak about their experiences in a UUism in which many are
uncomfortable and angry with the Christianity from which they came. Daylight savings ends; set your
clocks back one hour Saturday night.
Nov 10: “Unitarian Universalists and the Military: Yearning for Healing” with Rev. Beatrice Hitchcock and Joe
Nerad. Unitarians and Universalists have held different beliefs about war and the military over the
decades. The years of the Vietnam War held the most tension between the two. This Veterans Day
service aims to bring reconciliation and healing to those affected.
Nov 17: “Bullies, Bullied, and Bullying: Yearning for It to Stop” with Rev. Beatrice Hitchcock and Cindy Fesgen.
November 20th is the Transgender Day of Remembrance. In honor of those who have been tormented
and even bullied to death, whether gay, straight, bisexual or transgender, we speak of what it takes to
make it stop.
Nov 24: "Un-Thanksgiving" with Julia Mesnikoff. At this time of year when it feels practically mandatory to be
happy and grateful, cozily surrounded by family and homemade food and well-behaved children, what
do we do when we're NOT? Our theme for this month is "Yearning." Julia will talk about the yearning
for things to be different that so often coexists with holiday seasons, and some coping mechanisms.

Minister’s Musings

Page 3

Minister’s Musings
by Rev Beatrice Hitchcock

F

or most interim ministers, the second year of a twoyear interim is a time to relax and share favorite
sermons with the congregation. The hard work of the
first interim year is complete, and the congregation is
engaged in the year-long process of calling a new
minister.
High Plains Church is looking at having a half-time
minister next year, and this is an entirely different
proposition. A half-time minister will not be able to
administer as much as a full-time minister, or do as
much. With this in mind, your new office person, Karen
Wilsey, is an Office Administrator instead of an office
assistant, and Jessica Laike and I are actively working to
make sure she knows as much as possible about the
people, procedures, policies, and philosophy of the
church. This way, she will be able to answer questions
and guide others, including your new minister, in helpful
directions.
With an eye to your long-term future, I have introduced
Soul Matters groups and themed worship to provide the
depth and meaning that church newcomers are seeking.
I am working with the Adult Faith Formation team,
(currently leading Voluntary Simplicity,) to provide
adult learning experiences for the same purpose.
I am working with the Worship Team to create strong
leadership for your worship services, and training
Pastoral Care Associates, with the Rev. Nathan
Mesnikoff, to provide one-on-one care for members and
friends. These two groups will probably still meet
regularly with a part-time minister, while other groups
will function more independently.

I helped create the SPACE Team (Social Change through
Active Community Engagement), which organized the
Habitat for Humanity building project. I set up the Social
Action table, which regularly finds people yearning to be
of service, and am currently looking for someone to take
over coordinating the social service and social action
projects of High Plains Church. I also need someone to
oversee the annual Guest At Your Table program from
the UU Service Committee.
I am working with the Membership Team, which has
revised the Steps to Membership process and classes, and
created New Member paperwork, to help integrate
newcomers into the church. We are trying to serve the
needs of newcomers and the church, to create committed
members and help them find their place in this growing
system.
This year will see me attending each, I hope, of the Team
meetings, to discuss the changes that may facilitate
growth, serve the mission of HPC, and work best in
current circumstances. I am providing resources to the
Board, from a variety of UU and other sources, to ensure
that they are ready for the changes to come and prepared
to lead you in this new paradigm.
I am seeking an ad hoc group to create a 20th anniversary
celebration for High Plains Church in February. Even
with all its growing pains, which are normal for every
church, High Plains has much to celebrate and be
thankful for.
With high hopes for the future of High Plains Church,
UU, I remain, through July 2014, your interim minister.
Beatrice

THANKS… to Brian Delaney, who faithfully organizes the Marion House Soup Kitchen crew every other month.
A WISH… I am looking for a small team to help organize a 20th Anniversary Celebration for High Plains Church.
This anniversary is coming up in February – a great time for a party.
A Social Justice Coordinator, to hold quarterly meeting with the leads on HPC’s various social justice and social
service projects, update the Social Justice table information as needed, and direct people interested in social justice
work to the group of their choice.
A UU Service Committee representative to coordinate the annual Guest at Your Table program. UUSC provides all
the information and materials necessary.
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Minister’s Schedule

Minister’s Schedule
My regular office hours are Tuesday through Thursday, 10:00 am – 4:00 pm. I am available at other times by
appointment. Friday and Saturday are my sermon writing days at home. Monday is my day off.
Italics indicate off-site meetings.
Fri Nov 1
MDD Central Cluster gathering, Boulder
Sat Nov 2
MDD Central Cluster gathering, Boulder
Sun Nov 3
service
9:00 am – 11:30 am
Worship Associate Workshop
12:00 pm – 2:30 pm
Mon Nov 4
Board Retreat
5:30 pm - 10:00 pm
Tues Nov 5
office hours
10:00 am – 4:00 pm
Wed Nov 6
office hours
10:00 am – 4:00 pm
Thur Nov 7
office hours
10:00 am – 4:00 pm
Voluntary Simplicity
7:00 pm – 8:30 pm
Sat Nov 9
Transition Team
9:30 am
Sun Nov 10
service
9:00 am – 11:30 am
Caring Team
11:30 am
Tue Nov 12
office hours
10:00 am – 4:00 pm
Wed Nov 13
office hours
10:00 am– 4:00 pm
VA Burial Benefits
6:30 pm
Soul Matters
7:00 pm – 9:00 pm
SPACE Team
Thu Nov 14
office hours
10:00 am – 4:00 pm
Voluntary Simplicity
7:00 pm – 8:30 pm
Sat Nov 16
Steps to Membership
10:00 am – 12:00 pm
Sun Nov 17
service
9:00 am – 12:00 pm
Tue Nov 19
office hours
10:00 am – 4:00 pm
Wed Nov 20
office hours
10:00 am – 4:00 pm
Board
6:30 pm – 9:00 pm
I will be in Alaska from Nov 21 to Dec 2, to celebrate my 25th wedding anniversary, see my doctors and have regularly scheduled
medical tests, and celebrate Thanksgiving with my family. I will be available by phone at 907 841-0738. The homestead is off the
electric grid, so electronic communication is less reliable.

Halloween Auction Photos (More photos on the next page)

Halloween Auction Photos
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Faith Formation

Faith Formation
by Jessica Laike
“In the end…maybe we must all give up trying to pay back the people in this world who sustain our lives. In
the end, maybe it's wiser to surrender before the miraculous scope of human generosity and to just keep
saying thank you, forever and sincerely, for as long as we have voices.” ~ Elizabeth Gilbert

I

n the spirit of the upcoming holiday I am dedicating
my article this month to thanking all of the amazing
people without whom our recent Halloween Carnival
wouldn’t have been possible.
First and foremost I must express my deepest gratitude
to Cindy Bosch who was not only there to help with all of
the planning over the last few months, provide most of
the supplies for the games and brought a ton of
decorations but who also absolutely took charge of the
decorating and directing our volunteers on Saturday
when I was beginning to get a bit frazzled. Cindy, you
are amazing and I couldn’t have done it without you!
Next on my list are Ken Lowry and Mike DelDuca, from
decorations to prizes, spider webs to pumpkins, while
many contributed to the cause, these guys went above
and beyond (as seems to be their way), not only donating
the items we needed but also coming several hours early
to help us set it all up. Thank you for always being there
when I need a hand.
Of course, no matter how much help I had with planning
or how many donations of pumpkins and decorations,
the carnival truly could not have happened without the
youth who spent their entire Saturday putting it all
together (after staying up late together watching scary
movies). Thanks to Sam Stephens, Rileigh Adams,
Amanda Latham, Justin Cowles, Morgan Day, Austin
Sustarsic, Annie Porter, and Vas Vlcek who made tasty
treats, carved a crazy number of pumpkins, made
scarecrows, decorated the grounds, created the scavenger
hunt AND the haunted cave, as well as Tiffani Latham,
Richie Williams and Kendra Burdick who were a huge
help in the morning with goodie making and pumpkin
carving though they were unable to stay for the
afternoon decorating session. I especially want to
highlight Sam Stephens, Amanda Latham, Rileigh
Adams, Justin Cowles and Morgan Day who were not
only there for the set up but also stayed to work the
carnival that night! Of course I never would have been
able to wrangle all of those youth had it not been for the
help of the fantastic Austin Herdt who came and spent
the night with us and stayed as long as he could on
Saturday despite having thrown out his back the day
before.

I also want to recognize a couple of middle school youth
who came early to help us decorate and get ready, Jered
Stalker came with his mom Katina Yost as well as Kenzie
Bosch and her grandmother who came with Cindy and
worked all afternoon.
We also had some great help from a number of young
adults in our community, Josh Meisman, Sebastian
McCrae and John Pegler and his cousin all came in on
Saturday afternoon to help us decorate the grounds and
get everything set up for the carnival games. Josh also
stayed and helped man the carnival games that night
with Kaitlin Miller. Heather Mitchell and Amanda
Nuefeld also volunteered as our fantastic face painters
for the evening while Colten Peed gave us a fright as our
Haunted Cave’s zombie.
Of course our night would not have been complete
without our tarot card reader so even the adults could
join in our carnival fun. Thank you to Cherie Bisler, a
newcomer to our community, I cannot tell you how
grateful and excited I was that you volunteered to be a
part of this wonderful night. I look forward to seeing you
around the church, and given how popular you were, I
hope you won’t mind if I come calling on you for the
spring carnival as well.
Lastly, of course, there are all of you who so generously
donated toys and prizes, decorations and pumpkins,
food stuffs and scarecrow clothes. I know there are more
people who contributed than those listed here as there
were many weeks when I would come in to find new
items for the carnival which had magically appeared in
my office. Though there was no name attached to the
items, know that you are appreciated, whoever you are.
Now for those I do know of, Danielle and Kyle Heimer,
Jack and Sheila McElroy, Beth Ingrham, Gail Prothroe,
Bobbi Forster, Blue Rehema and Karen Wilsey, Diane
McRae, John Atkinson and Nancy Bentley, Jim and Carol
Montgomery, Elizabeth Wilkinson, Beatrice Hitchcock,
Gretchen and Bill Hein, Kelly Miller and Michael and
Celina Arsenault; whether your items were donated or
on loan, used or not, you have my sincerest gratitude for
your generosity.
(Continued on page 7)

Faith Formation
(Continued from page 6)

Finally, last but most certainly not least, the auction
maven herself, Gretchen Hein, without whose fantastic
idea to combine events and willingness to collaborate,
this event would not have been brought into existence.
Thank you for believing in me and trusting in my vision
of what this event could be – now just imagine how great
we can make next year!
In closing I want to acknowledge all those who weren’t
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named in this article but who helped out in some way or
another, the middle schoolers who upon arrival helped
run the games for the younger kids or joined in with
haunting the cave. The countless parents who helped
kids with the scavenger hunt or counted their money for
the kid’s toy auction. Most especially I want to thank all
of you who decided to come out and join us for this
wonderful evening. No matter how much preparation
we’d done, how many Oreo spiders we’d made or
pumpkins we’d carved, none of it would have mattered if
no one was there to enjoy it, so thank you for making our
efforts worthwhile.

What’s Happening in Faith Formation?

P

lease note that this is not meant to be a comprehensive list of everything that has happened in the church in
regard to Faith Formation, but instead to serve as a highlight reel of the last month and a look at what is
coming up in the next month.

What We Did in October
October 25–26:

Colorado Springs YRUU Halloween Overnight at High Plains.

October 26:

5:00 pm - 8:00 pm: Halloween Kids’ Carnival in conjunction with the High Plains Auction.

Coming up in November:
All Month:

Colorado Springs YRUU Youth Group meets at High Plains

November 1–3:

Multi-Generational Central Cluster Kick-Off at Unitarian Universalist Church of Boulder,
5001 Pennsylvania Ave.

November 5:

7:00 pm: Understanding Fundamentalism

November 7:

7:00 pm: Voluntary Simplicity

November 8–10:

9th Grade Trip Retreat at Foothills Unitarian in Ft Collins.

November 8–11:

Jessica attends Youth Advisor Jumpstart training in Boise, ID

November 14:

7:00 pm: Voluntary Simplicity

November 15:

Application deadline for Leadership Development Conference
for youth and advisors (Dec 6-8)

November 21:

Practicing Gratitude with Dr. Amanda Udis-Kessler

December 1:

YRUU Thanksgiving pot-luck at All Souls

If you have a group which you believe works toward the goals of Faith Formation please contact Jessica at
dff@hpcuu.org about including your meetings on the monthly list of Faith Formation Programming events.
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President’s Post

The President’s Post
by Jim Montgomery

Transformation

O

ur worship theme for this past month has been
transformation, what it is and how it can be
accomplished. It’s time to transform ourselves now, that
is our church, into the vibrant loving active religious
community that we have been and can be again. A first
step in that process will be taken at our meeting/potluck
with Nancy Bowen on the 30th of October. By the time
you read this we will have begun the process of finding a
new part time developmental minister as well as
identifying some areas in which we need help to
transform us into the community we wish to be. Two
areas in which I think help is needed are leadership and
finances. First, the Leadership Development Team as well

Covenantal Community Discussion
By Kelly Miller

N

ewcomers and long-time UU’s alike are
invited to a discussion of our Covenantal
Community. This two-hour group class is offered
twice a month (with the same content) on a
weekday evening from 6:00 pm – 8:00 pm, or a
Saturday from 10 am -12 noon. This discussion is a
part of the Stepping Stones to Membership, but is
open to anyone who would like to discover more
about Covenantal Community at High Plains
Church. However, for those who wish to become
members, this is a prerequisite. November Classes
will be the 16th and 21st

as the Church Council has noted a lack of willingness of
our members to volunteer for leadership positions within
the church. Also while we have several members that go
beyond the UUA suggested giving levels, our overall
stewardship is far below that which is needed to pay our
mortgage obligations as well as a ½ time minister. This
last area will have to be addressed before we can even
offer a minister a job here. The board will be having a one
-day fall retreat during the week of Nov 4th to address
the above issues as well as a discussion with Nancy
Bowen prior to our potluck. Hopefully these meetings
will give us direction on how to tackle the problems we
face and we can begin our transformative process.
Jim Montgomery,
President of the Board of Trustees

Universalists. But what does it mean to understand
gratitude as a spiritual discipline? In this onesession course we will consider different kinds of
gratitude practices, and you will spend some time
developing one or more gratitude practices of your
own. You will also leave with some resources and
examples of gratitude writing.
Thursday, November: 21st. 7:00 pm - 8:30 pm
At High Plains Church, 1825 Dominion Way.
Open to all.
Course cost:
$10.00 High Plains members,
$15.00 non-members.

Please pre-register with membership@hpcuu.org,
and specify which day you would like to attend and
if childcare is required.

Pre-registration with deposit required.

Practicing Gratitude

Facilitator Amanda Udis-Kessler has one regular
gratitude practice and several others for use at
strategic moments. She has preached on gratitude
several times, and does her best to read regularly on
the topic.

By Amanda Udis-Kessler

UU

minister Galen Guengerich once
claimed that gratitude ought to be the
primary spiritual discipline of Unitarian

Contact: Amanda Udis-Kessler at office@hpcuu.org,
719-473-5053

HPCUU Caring

Meet KaTina Yost

K

aTina became
a member of
HPCUU in
November, 2012.
She was born in
Ukiah, California,
the county seat for
Mendocino County.
KaTina was raised
on a farm and
considers herself a “country girl”.
Her son, Jerad Stalker, is 14 years old. Since the age
of three, he has had partial complex seizures and he
has a hereditary disease called Neurofibromatosis
(NF 1). In December, Jerad will spend a week at
Children’s Hospital in Aurora, where he will
undergo testing to determine if surgery can help
relieve his seizures.
Eleven years ago, KaTina became a Certified
Nursing Assistant; she hoped that her training
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would help her learn more about Jerad’s illness.
She is currently a full-time student at Everest
College, working towards a degree as a Registered
Medical Assistant. She has finished all of the
classwork and will soon start an Externship in the
medical field. Her goal is to become a Surgical
Technician.
KaTina met Mike Del Duca and Ken Lowry when
they became Jerad’s foster parents. Although Jerad
is now living with KaTina, the friendship between
the three adults has continued. It was Mike and
Ken who urged her to join their search for a new
church home. KaTina was raised a Christian, but
wanted a more open and welcoming religion. She
enjoys the services and appreciates that HPCUU is a
religious family that is all-encompassing, no matter
where one is on their journey. KaTina’s time is
filled with school and caring for Jerad, but she is
making time to volunteer in the Pre-Kindergarten
and 1st grade classroom on Sundays. She also is part
of the Fostering Hope group at HPCUU. She is very
pleased that Jerad has also found his place in our
religious community.

Caring Corner
Please keep in your hearts ...
The Gershanov's while their daughter Jasmine deploys to Afghanistan.
The Wilkinson's, Curt on his ongoing battle with illness, Elizabeth in her roll as Caregiver and Kiya to be
strong in the face of adversity.
Logan Powell who is currently in remission from Diamond Blackfan Anemia and his family who are trying
to come to terms with this diagnosis.
The Forney-Helvey's on the death of Luna-dog.
The Caring Team is here for you ...

W

hether you need a helping hand, a ride to the doctor, meals delivered to your home, or other
assistance, the Caring Team is here to help. Please let us be there for you, and please notify us of any
of our members and friends who may need help by emailing caring@hpcuu.org. You may also contact a
member of the Caring Team: Meighan Powell, Phyllis Dunn, Michelle Bull, and Jennifer Centric
Need an ear to listen... For assistance from a member of the Pastoral Care Team contact Rev Beatrice:
minister@hpcuu.org
If you are interested in being added to a list of volunteer meal makers please send an email to
caring@hpcuu.org letting us know.
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Soul Matters

Soul Matters for November: Yearning
By Beatrice Hitchcock
What does it mean to live a life of Yearning?

W

e don’t hear the word yearning much. Perhaps we
associate it with the passionate longings of
childhood and adolescence, and think of yearnings as
something to outgrow. But yearnings are guides to our
deepest and truest selves.
Many years ago I was working on healing from some
traumatic events in my childhood. As I began to heal, a
new feeling came to me – an emptiness, and a yearning
for something to fill it, that I identified as “something
spiritual.” I felt a longing for something to fill a spiritual
void inside me. And that yearning brought me back into
a relationship with God and, eventually, into ministry.
These types of yearnings can guide us to wholeness as
human beings.
We live in a shallow, vapid, and unsustainable consumer
culture; in the face of this materialistic society, we yearn
for food for our souls. With few exceptions, the “news”
offered to Americans features one-sided political ‘spin,’
and details on the lives of “celebrities;” in response to
this, our souls yearn for beauty and depth. The lives of
21st century Americans are busier than any generations of
the past; lost in the frantic pace of modern life, we yearn
to hear our own “still, small voice within,” the desires of
our deepest selves.
This yearning is a core of every religious tradition. It
unites us in spite of our diverse beliefs. It might be called
a mystical dimension of faith. You may experience
yearning as coming from your deepest self. I might
experience it as coming from God. Either way, it calls us
to greater connection. UU theologian, Henry Nelson
Wieman, called this “The Divine Lure.” Whether or not
you call it divine, each of us yearns for it and knows that
it is sacred. These yearnings lead us back into wholeness
and integrity with our souls.
So this month, you are invited to explore your mystical
self and the “divine lure.” It needn’t be difficult. It may
be as easy as asking, “What yearning is trying to get my
attention?”
May your yearnings lead you back into wholeness and
harmony with yourself.

Soul Matters groups are open to people who would like to
explore the monthly worship and Soul Matters themes more
deeply and create change in themselves. The fourth Tuesday
evening group is full, but another one can open if there is
interest. The fourth Wednesday evening group is designed for
newcomers and open all year round. (In November this group
will meet on the 13th.) Both meet 7:00 pm – 9:00 pm in the
High School Room. More groups will open as facilitators
become available, so let me know if you’re interested:
minister@hpcuu.org.

Issues on Aging
By Sue Neufeld

N

ovember’s Issues on Aging – How do Seniors and
Their Adult Children Manage the Challenges of
Aging Together?
Seniors and their adult children must feel empowered
and supported in the decisions they must make as they
face the challenges of aging together. Changing needs
must be addressed, and the earlier the better. It is
important to keep communicating regularly, and not just
on special occasions, in order to have an honest
conversation about huge issues. We need to keep things
open and friendly, so we’re not afraid to have those “big
conversations” about money, illness, later-in-life care,
and yes, death. How can we avoid a sticky situation in
the future? Join us in our Issues on Aging discussion
group the third Saturday, 16 November, from 10:30 am 12:00 noon in the HPCUU Middle School Classroom. All
are welcome.

Middle School RE
By Cindy Bosch

T

he Middle School RE Class wants to invite all
members and friends of High Plains Church to
attend with us as we visit Vista Grande Community
Church at 10:00 am November 3rd, and Church of All
Nations Northeast Campus at 9:00 am November 11th.
Services are about an hour for both. We will carpool
from High Plains Church to the locations. On the 3rd I
would like to leave High Plains no later than 9:30 am and
on the 11th at 8:30 am. Members can meet us there, if
they prefer.
Contact Cindy Bosch at serendipitous_cyn@yahoo.com
for address and location. Come with us to experience the
weekly worship service of our Christian brothers and
sisters as our children learn about other faiths. This will
take the place of our normal Middle School RE for these
days.

Articles

Guest at Your Table

Intergenerational Book Club

By Beatrice Hitchcock

By Heather Mitchell

T

T

he Unitarian Universalist Service Committee
holds an annual fundraiser, the Guest at Your
Table program, to support its programing. The
UUSC partners with grassroots community
organizations in countries around the world, in four
different program areas: civil liberties, economic
justice, environmental justice, and humanitarian
crisis.
By celebrating Guest at Your Table, you are helping
nurture a spirit of gratitude and "justice, equity, and
compassion in human relations." Guest at Your
Table fosters understanding and awareness of
UUSC's human rights work.
Guest at Your Table provides information about
several people with whom UUSC is working. This
year, they are featuring people who have
empowered others to realize their human rights.
These people are your “guests,” and UUSC asks you
to share your blessings with them to support our
shared mission from November 17th through
January 12th.
Last year, High Plains Church became a Creating
Justice Banner Society, with over 25% of its
members becoming members of UUSC! This year
HPC could become a Vision of Justice Banner
Society if it has 50% of its members joining UUSC.
Rev. Beatrice is currently coordinating this program,
but a replacement will be needed for next year.
UUSC provides all the needed information and
materials, so it is quite easy

he Intergenerational Book Club meets
December 4 from 6:00 pm - 8:00 pm in the Main
Sanctuary. This month,
we are reading From the
Ruins of Empire: The
Revolt Against the West
and the Remaking of
Asia, by Pankaj Mishra.
The publisher describes
the book: "A little more
than a century ago,
independent thinkers
across Asia sought to
frame a distinct
intellectual tradition that
would inspire the
continent’s rise to
dominance. Yet this did not come to pass, and today
those thinkers—Tagore, Gandhi, and later Nehru in
India; Liang Qichao and Sun Yat-sen in China;
Jamal al-Din al-Afghani and Abdurreshi al Ibrahim
of the Ottoman Empire—are seen as outsiders
within the main anticolonial tradition. But as Pankaj
Mishra demonstrates in this enthralling portrait of
like minds, Asia’s revolt against the West is not the
one led by faith-fired terrorists and thwarted
peasants; rather, it is rooted in the ideas of these
once renowned intellectuals [of India, China, and
the Middle East]." It is available through Amazon
and Barnes & Noble as hardcover, paperback, or
ebook, and also through the Pikes Peak Library
District.

High Plains Stitchers
Bring your stitching project (or any easily transportable craft) and join us at
La Tartine at 1420 Kelly Johnson Blvd, 80920. This location has a full lunch
menu as well as beverages and yummy pastry items. We meet on the 1st and 3rd
Fridays from 1:00 pm - 2:30 pm. And if you don't have any stitching or crafting,
come anyway and just "hang out" with us!
Questions? Contact Janet at
stitchers@hpcuu.org
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Thanksgiving Dinner

Web Wonders
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Web Wonders: Helpful Hints about the HPCUU's website.
By John Atkinson
The High Plains' website has many new and useful features. Each month this column highlights a few of these
features, especially as they are added or changed.
Features highlighted this month include:

1. Online Store
Working with CafePress we have developed an online shopping experience
for you to purchase everyday items displaying the HPCUU logo or unique
art. Items that can be purchased include: T-shirts, jewelry, mugs, cups, cell
phone covers, bags and many other items. The quickest way to access our
online store is to click on the "quick link" in the left column on the home
page. This will take you to the "Online Store" page of our website, then click
on the CafePress. Or, on the navigation bar hover over "Giving," then on the
drop down list select "High Plains Online Store."

2. Accessing the Members Only section
Want to find a member's phone number? Want to find church policies and
procedures? Want to read copies of board meeting minutes? These and
many other "church confidential" items are available on the members only
section of our website. Click on the "Member Login" icon on the lower left
of the home page. This will take you to a page where you can enter you user name and password. Don't
have a user name and password... just click on "request" on the login page and send your proposed User
Name to the webmaster.

3. Quick links to upcoming events
To see a quick list of up coming
events look at the bottom of the
home page under the title
"Upcoming Events." You will find
the date and short title of upcoming
events. Left click on the underlined
short title and you will be taken
directly to the page of the website
that describes that event in detail.

4.Past Sermons: Video, Audio and Print
We keep an ever-expanding number of video and audio recordings of past
sermons as well as texts of past sermons in the "Worship/Sermons" section of
the web site. On the home page, hover over "Worship" then "Sermons," then
select your choice of format: Print, Audio, or Video sermons.
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HPCUU
1825 Dominion Way
Colorado Springs CO 80918
719-260-1080
Member of Unitarian Universalist Association

Sunday Services at 10:00 AM
Come Join Us!

Inside:
Habitat for Humanity
Auction Report

Send Comments to:
Send Articles to:

editor@hpcuu.org
newsletter@hpcuu.org

Soul Matters
President's Post

Please submit your articles for the December newsletter
by November 25, 2013

ReVISIONS by Jonathan
Specializing in Creative Home Improvements - Where ideas Become Reality
Do you need something in your world - fixed, added, or removed?
Projects include: Carpentry, Electrical, Plumbing, Painting, Plastering, Dry walling, Tiling, and many more...
Decks, Kitchens, Basements, Bathrooms, Windows, etc.
Jonathan Herdt - Cell 338-1209

Licensed & Insured

jgherdt@yahoo.com

