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Congregational Meeting Called 

H igh Plains church plans to call a part time Developmental Minister to 
start in August 2014. The Developmental Minister will be contracted for 

a period of three to five years, to work with us on our developmental goals.  
At the conclusion of the developmental period, the congregation has the 
option of calling that minister to serve as our settled minister. 

In preparation for calling a Developmental Minister the church conducted 
three Interest, Energy, and Partnership meetings where members and 
friends suggested and discussed the three areas that we want to work on 
with the new Developmental Minister.  This will assist the search team to 
choose a minister with  the right skill set to help us achieve these goals. 

The board consolidated the ideas collected at the three meetings.  They are: 

• Congregational growth through increased outreach and visibility in our 
greater Colorado Springs community. 

• Intentional focus on our church community, through development of our 
lay leadership, integration of newcomers. 

• Support of our volunteers; and living our values through social justice 
work in our greater community.   

The final choices will be approved, and a vote taken on whether to get a 
Developmental Minister next year, at a Congregational Business Meeting to 
be held on Sunday, December 8, following the service.  All are welcome to 
attend but only members of HPCUU may vote.  

Special Events and Holiday Services:                        The 8th Annual HPCUU Thanksgiving Day Dinner Photos 

Dec 1: Deck the Hall 

Dec 12: Blue Christmas Service 

Dec 22: Children's Pageant 

Dec 24: Christmas Eve Service 

 Guest at Your Table 

 Adopt a Family 

High Plains Church - Unitarian-Universalist                                     1825 Dominion Way                                                          Colorado Springs, CO 80918 
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Events Calendar December 2013 

Calendar 

If you would like to cancel your printed newsletter subscription or otherwise wish to be removed from the mailing 
list, please send street, email, phone, and address corrections to the HPCUU office. The pdf newsletter can be 
downloaded from www.hpcuu.org or received in an email by subscribing to the newsletter mailing list. To 
subscribe to the mailing list,  contact the office at office@hpcuu.org or newsletters-subscribe@hpcuu.org 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

1 
Deck the Halls 
   11:15 am  
Fostering Hope Team 
   11:45 am - 12:45 pm 
8th Grade OWL 
   12:30 pm - 2:00 pm 
YRUU Thanksgiving 
Potluck at All Souls 
   12:30 pm - 2:30 pm 

2 
Yoga Class 
   6:00 pm - 7:00 pm 

3 
Meals on Wheels    
11:30 am - 01:00 pm 

4 
Book Club 
   6:00 pm - 8:00 pm 
 

5 
Yoga Class 
   5:30 pm - 6:30 pm 
Steps to Membership 
   6:00 pm - 8:00 pm 

6 
Leadership Dev Con 
    
Stitchers 
   1:00 pm - 2:30 pm 
1st Friday Parent/Child    
   06:00 pm - 08:30 pm 

7 
Leadership Dev Con 
 
Steps to Membership 
   11:00 am - 1:00 pm 

8 
Congregational 
Meeting 
   11:15 am 
Foster Family Support 
   11:30 am - 01:00 pm 
YRUU at All Souls 
With OWL & COA 

9 
Yoga Class 
   6:00 pm - 7:00 pm 

10 
Meals on Wheels 
   11:30 am - 01:00 pm 
Publicity Team Meeting 
   6:30 pm - 8:30 pm 

11 
Soul Matters 
Newcomers Group  
   07:00 pm - 09:00 pm 

12 
Yoga Class 
   5:30 pm - 6:30 pm 
 

13 
High Plains Sisters 
   07:00 pm - 09:00 pm 

14 
Foothills Guitar  Recital 
   10:30  am - 1:00 pm 

15 
Del Duca-Lowrey 
Family Celebration 
   11:15 am  
8th Grade OWL 
   12:30 pm - 2:00 pm 
YRUU at All Souls 
   12:30 pm - 2:30 pm 

16 
Yoga Class 
   6:00 pm - 7:00 pm 

17 
Meals on Wheels 
   11:30 am - 01:00 pm 

18 
Board Meeting 
   6:30 pm - 9:30 pm  
 

19 
Yoga Class 
   5:30 pm - 6:30 pm 
 

20 
Stitchers 
   1:00 pm - 2:30 pm 
Hip Parents Group     
   06:00 pm - 09:00 pm 

21 
Issues on Aging    
   10:30 am - 12:00 pm 

22 
YRUU at All Souls 
   12:30 am - 2:30 pm 

23 
Yoga Class 
   6:00 pm - 7:00 pm 

24 
Meals on Wheels 
   11:30 am - 01:00 pm 
Christmas Eve Service 
   07:30 pm 

25 
 
 

26 
Yoga Class 
   5:30 pm - 6:30 pm 
 

27 
 

28 
 

29 
Church Council 
   11:30 am 
YRUU at All Souls 
   12:30 am - 2:30 pm 

30 
Yoga Class 
   6:00 pm - 7:00 pm 

31  
Meals on Wheels 
   11:30 am - 01:00 pm 
    

Be sure to check the Events Tag on the website at www.hpcuu.org for additions and corrections to the calendar.  

 

Blue Christmas Service 
Thursday, December 12th  

By Rev Beatrice Hitchcock 

H igh Plains Church will offer its first Blue Christmas 
service to members, friends, and the community 

this year, on Thursday, December 12th, at 6:30 pm.  Blue 
Christmas services are offered because the world is not a 
perfect place, and sad things can and do happen to 
people during the holidays.  This service is for those who 
have lost a loved one, are lonely or depressed, have 
painful memories of past holidays, are worried about 
others who are hurting, or dread the holiday season for 
any reason.  It is a short service, with soft lighting, 

readings, music, and an opportunity for those present to 
light a candle and say why they are there. The service is 
followed by a simple supper of bread and soup, and an 
opportunity to talk with the friendly people from High 
Plains about their sorrows.  Invite any friends you think 
might benefit. 

Members of the Transition Team, Worship Team, and 
Pastoral Care Associates have all volunteered to help 
with this service and supper.  More help may be needed 
to provide soup and bread for as many members of the 
community as have need, and to be a good listener for 
them.  Please let me know if you can help: Rev. Beatrice – 
minister@hpcuu.org. 
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December Services - Wonder 
Dec 1: “Awake: Wonder as Reflection” with Amanda Udis-Kessler. As the Thanksgiving weekend comes to a close 

and Advent begins, how might we think about the experience of wonder in ways meaningful to all of 
us? This service considers wonder through contemplation of Thanksgiving and Advent as seasons of 
wonder and through the music of Peter Mayer. 

Dec 8: “Miracles, Magic, and Awesome Beauty: The Wonder of It All” with the Rev. Beatrice Hitchcock.  In a 
season that abounds with wonder and delight, what is it that moves us to suspend disbelief and embrace 
the magic? 

Dec 12, 6:30 pm: "Blue Christmas Service" Blue Christmas services are for those who have lost a loved one, are 
lonely or depressed, have unhappy memories of past holidays, or dread the holiday season for whatever 
reasons. It is a short interfaith service, with soft lighting, readings, music, and an opportunity for those 
present to light a candle and say why they are there. The service is followed by a simple supper of bread 
and soup, and an opportunity to talk with the friendly people from High Plains about their sorrows. 

Dec 15: “The Wonder of Welcome” with Rev. Beatrice Hitchcock.  As a land of immigrants, we wonder, ‘What is it 
that makes a place home?  How do we know when we are home?”  In our highly mobile society, one 
might ask, “What does it feel like to have a home?”  This service explores the wonders of hospitality, 
family, traditions, and unconditional love. 

Dec 22: Posada Pageant with the Children of HPCUU and Alcira Estevez.  Join in this traditional Latin American 
festival as the children seek a resting place for Mary and Joseph. 

Dec 24, 7:30 pm: Christmas Eve Service with the Rev. Nathan Mesnikoff.  Bring a candle from home for the altar – 
pillar, tea light, or taper in a holder.   

Dec 29: “Chocolate & Champagne Year-End Communion: The Wonder of Endings and Beginnings” with Dianne 
McRae.  Celebrate the end of 2013 and beginning of 2014 with our Chocolate and Champagne 
communion.  In this service we incorporate the wonders of memory, anticipation, and the importance of 
bringing both of these into the immediacy of life in the present. We hope that you can join us as we 
celebrate with a toast to these facets of our lives. Non-alcoholic beverages will also be available.  

Guest at Your Table 
By Betty Davis 

O ur Guest at Your Table program is going strong! So 
many families and friends have brought human 

rights home and are welcoming "guests" into their lives 
Thanks to your support, the Unitarian Universalist 
Service Committee is working throughout the United 
States and around the world to advance human rights. 

The beautiful Stories of Hope booklet introduces you to 
people whose efforts in partnership with UUSC have 
helped change people's lives. Each week, with family and 
friends, we can focus on a different story of hope as we 
gather and consider our many blessings. 

If you have not yet picked up your Stories of Hope 
booklet and Guest at Your Table box, you can do so at the 
Social Action table in the church sanctuary or by 
speaking with Betty Davis, our Guest at Your Table 
coordinator. Your gift to Guest at Your Table is tax 
deductible - please be sure to complete the form in the 
back of the Stories of Hope booklet to receive your 
acknowledgement. And remember, gifts of $100 are 
eligible to be matched by the UU Congregation at Shelter 
Rock, doubling your support. 

Deck the Halls 
By Amy Plapp 

I t’s time to Deck the Halls!  Please join the Fellowship 
Team after church on Sunday December 1st for 

refreshments, music, and holiday cheer.  The Faith 
Formation Team will also be providing a table of 
supplies and inspiration for making homemade 
ornaments for the church tree.  All ages are welcome.  So 
plan on allowing some time to unwind and get into the 
spirit of the season! 

Adopt a Family 
By Gail Ballare and Alcira Estevez 

O ur annual Adopt-a-Family Program starts soon. 
Pick up your gift tag from the little tree on 

December 8th. We will be delivering all the wrapped 
gifts and scrip on Christmas Eve to three families.  This 
program has been a High Plains tradition for many years 
and deserving families in the community have enjoyed 
the wonderful gifts that you have given. Gifts are a 
combination of needed items and ones that are just for 
fun! 

 

Services 
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A s the closing of the year 2013 approaches, I am filled 
with delight at the progress you have made as a 

congregation.  The Interest, Energy, & Passion 
Partnership meetings of November were well-attended, 
and participation seemed whole-hearted.  You have 
considered many valid areas in which you are willing to 
commit yourselves, and the Board has sifted through 
those to find the three with the most congregational 
energy behind them.  Engaging a Developmental 
Minister for the next fiscal year (which is up for a vote on 
December 8th) will give you a strong opportunity to grow 
into your mission and become the program-size church 
you have been on the cusp of for so long. 

Your willingness to follow through with your 

commitment to your developmental goals and work 
cooperatively with a developmental minister will make 
all the difference in the world to the future of High Plains 
Church.  The goals you have been asked to commit to as 
a congregation are: congregational growth through 
increased outreach and visibility in our greater Colorado 
Springs community; intentional focus on our church 
community, through development of our lay leadership, 
integration of newcomers, and support of our volunteers; 
and living our values through social justice work in our 
greater community.  Working in partnership with your 
minister, you will surely achieve your goals. 

With high hopes for your future, 
Rev. Beatrice Hitchcock 

Minister’s Musings 

Minister’s Musings 
by Rev Beatrice Hitchcock 

 

 

M y heart is full right now with the spiritual growth and dedication to this church I have seen in the last few 
weeks.  I have no wishes other than for you to go forward into developmental ministry, ready to do what it 

takes to make this church succeed in its mission. 

Minister’s Schedule 
Rev. Beatrice Hitchcock: office phone 260-1080 x 2, cell phone 907 841-0738, email minister@hpcuu.org.  Regular office 
hours are Tuesday – Thursday, 10:00 am to 4:00 pm.  I am available at other times by appointment.  Friday and 
Saturday are sermon-writing days at home. I will be visiting family in California from Dec 22nd to the end of the year. 

 Tues, Dec 3 Office Hours   12:00 pm – 4:00 pm 

 Wed, Dec 4 Office Hours    10:00 am – 4:00 pm 

 Thurs, Dec 5 Office Hours    10:00 am – 4:00 pm 

 Sun, Dec 8 Service     9:00 am – 11:30 am 

  Business Meeting   11:30 am  

 Tues, Dec 10 Office Hours    10:00 am – 4:00 pm 

  Publicity Team    6:30 pm – 8:30 pm 

 Wed, Dec 11  Office Hours    10:00 am – 4:00 pm 

  Newcomers Soul Matters 7:00 pm – 9:00 pm 

 Thurs, Dec 12 Office Hours    10:00 am – 4:00 pm 

  Blue Christmas    5:30 am – 9:00 pm 

 Sat, Dec 14 Wedding Rehearsal   1:00 pm 

 Sun, Dec 15 Service     9:00 am – 11:30 am 

  Wedding Celebration   11:30 am 

 Tues, Dec 17 Office Hours    10:00 am – 4:00 pm 

 Wed, Dec 18 Office Hours    10:00 am – 4:00 pm 
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I  write this from an airplane overlooking a sea of white 
clouds, which through the eyes of a child could easily 

be mistaken for fields of freshly fallen snow. I think this 
is what my 5 year old niece might say if she were here, 
her childish sense of wonder not yet trampled by logic 
and reason, and for this I envy her. I still remember being 
a child, struck by wonder at every turn, constantly 
absorbed by thoughts of how the world works, why am I 
here and why am I a human and not a cat or a ladybug or 
a dolphin. Now such moments are few and far between, 
as we grow older we are taught (whether intentionally or 
not) not to spend time on such silly notions, but to 
instead focus on the “important” things such as school 
and getting good grades, then later, work and career 
advancement. Instead of living from a place of wonder 
we exist in a world of facts and figures; what once came 
so naturally becomes a distant memory, relived far too 
infrequently in our adult years.  

About an hour ago I was walking slowly down the jet-
bridge, wishing to myself that the exceedingly long line 
of people in front of me would move just a bit faster so 
that we might all get on the plane today, when I heard a 
small voice behind me say, “Is this is airplane?” and 
instantly I was transported back in time 25 years, to the 
first time I was walking down a jet bridge with my 
parents when I asked the exact same question. I 
remember the sense of wonder and excitement I felt, the 
same I heard in the voice of the child behind me today 
and suddenly I smiled, no longer annoyed by the long 
line ahead of me. The woman standing in front of me 
turned to look over her shoulder at the youngster and 
caught my eye with a smile. We both chuckled and 
struck up a conversation, reminiscing about travelling as 
kids and how exciting it was. Our conversation 
continued as we walked, ever so slowly, toward the 
plane and before I even realized it we were on the aircraft 
and taking our seats.  

I share this story because it was then that I was struck by 
how often that sense of wonder is absent from our adult 
lives. The more I think about it, there seems to be a direct 

link between the experience of wonder and being fully 
present in the moment. When our minds our 
preoccupied I think wonder is impossible, for to be 
overcome by the inexplicable beauty/excitement/
mystery/synchronicity/joy/cosmic-greatness that is at 
the core of our very existence, one must be totally and 
completely present. It is that moment when it seems as 
though the rest of the world just fades away, leaving only 
you and the object/source of your wonder. If you are 
unsure what I mean, or can’t remember the last time you 
experienced it, go find a two year old and take them for a 
walk. Watch as their attention is caught by a rock or a 
flower or a bug and how they give that item 100% of 
their focus and you will see the wonder in their eyes. 
Then watch as something new catches their eye and the 
process begins all over again, each new item seen as a 
brand new experience, demanding all of their focus, each 
one a source of wonder.  

Imagine now if we were to bring that level of attention 
and presence to our daily lives, what sources of wonder 
have been there all along, hiding in plain sight if only we 
had taken the time to truly see. So as you embark upon 
this holiday season and all of the stress that comes with 
it, I hope you will take a few moments every day to just 
be present and allow yourself a few moments of wonder. 
Notice the beauty of a snow covered peak, be swept 
away by the smell of your favorite food, revel in the 
giggle of a child and feel the love in a friend’s embrace. 
Instead of this season being about how many presents 
you give or get, how much money is spent or how 
beautifully they are wrapped, whether you have family 
near-by or not – and the stress that comes with each of 
these, but instead let this holiday season be one of 
wonderment. After all, the most wondrous moments, the 
most precious gifts of all are those which cannot be 
counted or measured, those without weight, without 
substance.  

In faith and wonder, 

Jessica 

Faith Formation 

Faith Formation 
by Jessica Laike 

Gifts that matter have no weight. They are without substance.  
Gifts that matter most are given to us by the Hand of Life in grace: 
moonlight on fresh-fallen snow, frost delicately etched on a 
window pane, crackling fireside, bright because of who is there, 
aromas of cooked food betokening a family feast, reunion of those 
long separated, memories of holidays past, gone but not forgotten, 
anticipations of the new year yet to be, gift-givers whom we love, 
the gift of life itself.  
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What’s Happening in Faith Formation? 
Please note that this is not meant to be a comprehensive list of everything that has happened in the church in regard to 
Faith Formation, but instead to serve as a highlight reel of the last month and a look at what is coming up in the next 
month. 

What We Did in November: 

November 1 – 3:  Rev. Beatrice, Jessica and 10 youth attended the multi-generational  
 Central Cluster Kick-Off at Unitarian Universalist Church of Boulder. 

November 8 – 11:  Jessica attended the Youth Advisor Jumpstart training in Boise, ID and  
 became certified to facilitate the training for others. 

November 10:  Middle School class visited the Church of All Nations. 

November 21:  Practicing Gratitude with Dr. Amanda Udis-Kessler –  
 RESCHEDULED due to weather, new date TBD. 

November 30:  Middle School class mosque visit. 

Coming up in December: 

All Month: Colorado Springs YRUU youth group meets at All Souls UU, 730 N. Tejon,  
 EXCEPT as noted below. 

December 1:  Deck the Halls. 

December 6 – 8:  Leadership Development Conference for youth and adults in/interested in youth ministry. 

December 15:  9th Grade Trip class at First Unitarian Society of Denver, 1400 Lafayette St., Denver.  
 Middle School class Quaker visit. 
 Colorado Springs YRUU meets at High Plains  
 to attend Del Duca-Lowry wedding celebration. 

December 22:  Children’s Christmas Pageant during Sunday morning service. 

December 24:  Christmas Eve Service at High Plains 

If you have a group which you believe works toward the goals of Faith Formation please contact Jessica at 

dff@hpcuu.org about including your meetings on the monthly list of Faith Formation Programming events.  

Intergenerational Book Club 
By Heather Mitchell 

T he Intergenerational Book Club meets December 4 from 6:00 pm - 8:00 pm in the Main 
Sanctuary. This month, we are reading From the Ruins of Empire: The Revolt Against 

the West and the Remaking of Asia, by Pankaj Mishra. The publisher describes the book: 
"A little more than a century ago, independent thinkers across Asia sought to frame a 
distinct intellectual tradition that would inspire the continent’s rise to dominance. Yet this 
did not come to pass, and today those thinkers—Tagore, Gandhi, and later Nehru in India; 
Liang Qichao and Sun Yat-sen in China; Jamal al-Din al-Afghani and Abdurreshi al 
Ibrahim of the Ottoman Empire—are seen as outsiders within the main anticolonial 
tradition. But as Pankaj Mishra demonstrates in this enthralling portrait of like minds, 
Asia’s revolt against the West is not the one led by faith-fired terrorists and thwarted 
peasants; rather, it is rooted in the ideas of these once renowned intellectuals [of India, 
China, and the Middle East]." It is available through Amazon and Barnes & Noble as 
hardcover, paperback, or ebook, and also through the Pikes Peak Library District.  

Faith Formation 
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T his past week the board had a very interesting 
project to work on, distilling the goals articulated 

and voted on by you the members of High Plains Church 
UU into three coherent priorities for a developmental 
minister to work with. We started out by putting into a 
spreadsheet the original topics with their number of 
votes. We then combined similar items together. For 
instance, (Grow visibility/Outreach), (Financial/
Congregational Growth) and (Congregational growth) 
were combined into “Congregational growth through 
increased outreach and visibility in our greater Colorado 
Springs community”. Likewise (Leadership/Volunteer 
development), (Welcoming newcomers), (Fellowship), 
and (Develop community) were combined into 
“Intentional focus on our church community, through 
development of our lay leadership, integration of 
newcomers, and support of our volunteers”. “Living our 
values through social justice work in our greater 
community.” was a stand alone topic that received 

multiple votes at all three meetings. Three other topics 
received many votes. Financial health we felt was 
incorporated into the Congregational growth piece and 
the board will begin to work on it now with a financial 
consultant from the MDD. While (Education/Spiritual 
development) and (Inspiring/Meaningful Sunday 
Services) are extremely important to the health of our 
church we felt that the reestablishment of a good 
working worship team under Beatrice and the expansion 
of our Faith Formation program under Jessica meant that 
neither of these areas were holding us back from further 
development of our church. I would hope that any 
minister would continue the work in these areas as a 
matter of course. Please stay for the congregational 
meeting on Sunday Dec. 8th to discuss and vote on the 
motion as set out in the “Call To Meeting”. 

Jim Montgomery, 
President of the Board of Trustees  

President’s Post 

The President’s Post 
by Jim Montgomery 

 

Goals 

Soul Matters and Worship Theme for December - Wonder 
What does it mean to be a person of Wonder?  

Wonder means different things to different people.  This month our Sunday services will explore wonder as reflection, 
and wonder as magic and mystery.  We’ll wonder about what it is that makes a home, and we’ll wonder about the 
story of the birth of a baby that has meant so much to so many for so long.  We’ll wonder about what’s coming next, 
and how best to meet it. 

Wonder as magic and mystery is beyond intellect, beyond what science and reason can define for us.  There is wonder 
in this season that brings such joy to so many hearts. With or without Christian or Jewish or pagan faith, there is 
wonder in the fact that, in this immense universe, we exist at all.  Wonder is perhaps like another dimension, like a 
miracle, something ultimately unknowable. 

It is foreign to many UU’s to think that we must sometimes let go of knowing, science, and reason.  And yet, to 
experience wonder, that may be what is required.  A song in our hymnal, I Seek the Spirit of a Child, speaks of seeking 
the wonder of a child, a child who sees delightfully, the child who sings the world alive.  To have child-like wonder is 
to open ourselves to the incredible beauty and unknowable mystery that is life. 

The first source of Unitarian Universalism is “Direct experience of that transcending mystery and wonder, affirmed in 
all cultures, which moves us to a renewal of the spirit and an openness to the forces that create and uphold life.” 

In Soul Matters this month we will look at the mysteries and wonders that we have directly experienced, and plumb 
the depths of wisdom there.  The famous scientist Albert Einstein said, "There are only two ways to live your life. One 
is as though nothing is a miracle. The other is as though everything is a miracle."  Einstein believed that everything is a 
miracle. 

(Continued on page 8) 
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Wonder need not be reserved for the extraordinary, for children, or for the holiday season.  Life is a wonder!  
Everything is a wonder!  Saint Augustine wrote that “People travel to wonder at the height of mountains, at the huge 
waves of the sea, at the long courses of rivers, at the vast compass of the ocean, at the circular motion of the stars... and 
they pass by themselves without wondering." 
You are a wonder.  What does it mean to truly appreciate the miracle and mystery that you are?  Author Kelly 
Vicstrom wrote, “Each of my days are miracles. I won't waste my day; I won't throw away my miracle."  May your 
holidays be filled with wonder and miracles leading to renewal of your spirit.   

With gratitude for the wonder of all of you, 
Beatrice 

(Continued from page 7) 

Dec 15: Save the Date! 
By Lori Sly 

O ur own Del Duca-Lowry family is tilling exciting new ground. They invite the High Plains Church 
congregation to be part of it.   

Partners Mike Del Duca and Ken Lowry are a special couple, a gift to the church and to the whole Colorado 
Springs community. Ken and Mike began their journey into fostering children many years ago when they were 
already taking care of Ken’s step grandson from Tennessee, and Heather and Daniel needed a family. Ken and 
Mike didn’t stop there. Justin, Jerad, and John required support, too.  Eventually the Del Duca-Lowry home 
became a draw for a river of children who needed temporary respite care, as well as those needing long term 
family support.  El Paso County officials are especially grateful for their sponsor of older children who are more 
difficult to place in foster care. 

Along the way, Mike and Ken won multiple awards for El Paso foster parents of the year.  Since they have joined 
our church, we can see why. The family gets involved in service and entertainment projects, bringing hard work, 
enthusiasm and new ideas that won’t soon be forgotten. Their home lives are packed with regular meals, 
homework, sports, birth parent visits, social worker visits, therapy and medical appointments. But beyond that, 
they really know how to have fun! Dirt biking and camping have become regular summer rituals. Kayaking 
lessons were the new thing for the older kids this year. They plan holidays and birthdays big, big, BIG with 
costumes, treasure/tree hunts, and many surprises. Ken and Mike attend to every fostered child’s unique needs, as 
well as admiring his/her talents. And this is the clearest testament to Ken and Mike’s success: fostered kids (and 
their friends) who are now young adults keep coming back to hang out. None of them want to let go of this 
awesome support system with its strong family bonds. 

This year Ken and Mike decided to permanently adopt their current foster children who are under eighteen: Justin, 
Corey, Royal and Christopher.  The first step in making this process easier started with--you guessed it—more 
legal paperwork.  In order to take advantage of Ken’s military veteran benefits in a way Colorado does not allow 
for civil unions, Ken and Mike obtained a marriage license in New Mexico in October.  They plan to complete a 
Colorado adoption for Justin in November and then the other three boys in the first half of 2014. They have had to 
delay their plans a bit for the courts to have time to interpret the Colorado same-sex couple adoption rules for the 
first time. What a huge, positive impact they’re making on our community!  

This wonderful, self-designed family invites other High Plains members to celebrate their commitment on Sunday, 
December 15, 2013 at 11:15 am at the church. As you’re making your holiday plans, please keep in mind that Ken 
and Mike would love to have you participate.  

Gifts are not expected, but if you feel strongly about giving a gift, they are registered at the Target gift registry 
under Mike Delduca. Scrip gift cards for family meals out are also always appreciated. 

Family Celebration 
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Wishes and Thanks 
From Rev. Beatrice 

T hank you to Gretchen Hein who volunteered to chair 
HPCUU’s 20th Anniversary Celebration, coming up 

in February.  Volunteers are still needed to make this a 
huge success.  Contact Gretchen at: 
gretchen.hein@asd20.org. 

Thank you to Betty Davis, who stepped forward to 
coordinate the UU Service Committee’s Guest at Your 
Table program.  Contributions to UUSC will be collected 
on January 12. 

Thanks to Brett Wright, who will fill the vacancy on the 
Transition Team. 

Thanks to Julie Feuerbach who is filling a vacancy on the 
Leadership Development Team. 

Thank you to Tom Ward and Bill Plapp who will work 
with Kelly Miller on Stewardship this year. 

Habitat for Humanity Building Project 
January 18, 2014 

By Beatrice Hitchcock 

T he SPACE Team (Social Progress through 
Community Engagement) has scheduled another 

Habitat for Humanity building project on Saturday, 
January 18th.  There are two shifts available: 8:20 am to 
noon, and 12:50 pm to 4:00 pm.  Each shift can have up to 
ten people, ages 16 and up.  We will learn more about the 
location and project approximately one week before our 
building date.  Sign up at the Social Justice Table in the 
social room, or call 260-1080 and indicate the shift you are 
interested in. 

Counseling Referrals 
By Rev Beatrice Hitchcock 

T he Pastoral Care Team now has a list of counseling 
referrals. Each professional on the list has been 

personally recommended by HPCUU members or 
friends.   The Counseling Referrals list is available from 
minister@hpcuu.org, office@hpcuu.org, or any Pastoral 
Care Associate: Merl Wallace, Amanda Udis-Kessler, Bill 
Hein, Karen Clemmensen, Michelle Bull, John Atkinson, 
Gloria Carpenter, or pastoralcare@hpcuu.org. 

Information on community referrals for substance abuse, 
hunger, homelessness, mental health, and other issues is 
in a binder available on Office Administrator Karen 
Wilsey’s desk or from Rev. Beatrice.  The United Way 
also operates a free referral service for community 
resources – just call 211. 

Christmas Ornaments for Fire Victims 

M ost families take years to assemble their Christmas 
ornament collections.  In the last two years, several 

individuals and families from this church have lost all 
these treasures of a lifetime. 

On December 1st or 8th, please bring Christmas ornaments 
to share with the members and friends of High Plains 
Church who lost their homes in the Waldo Canyon fire 
and the Black Forest fire.  These may be ornaments from 
your own collection, or ornaments made or bought for 
the occasion.  There will be tags for you to designate their 
significance, or say who they are from.   

On Sunday, December 1st, there will be ornament-making 
materials available at church to deck the halls here, or 
donate to the people who lost theirs. 

The families and individuals who will receive ornaments 
are: Maryse Levenson, Julie and Jon Feuerbach and sons, 
Lori and Al Sly, Kim Doty and children, Samantha Sly, 
Tamara Latham and children. 

Choose Compassionate Consumption 

T he Unitarian Universalist Service Committee (UUSC) 
offers a variety of gift ideas that allow you to live 

your values. By purchasing gifts from the UUSC, you 
don’t have to do hours of homework to know what 
materials are made by unions or cooperatives for fair 
wages and which ones are made in sweat-shops by 
underpaid laborers or children.  All the UUSC’s offerings 
respect the rights of workers and help protect the 
environment. 

The UUSC has expanded their offerings this year to 
include fair-trade foods and candles, eco-friendly cooking 
and cleaning supplies, and sustainable wrapping paper.  
All your purchases help to support the year-round work 
of the UUSC.  Check them out at shop.uusc.org, or see 
their catalog at the Social Justice table, and choose 
compassionate consumption this year. 

Issues on Aging 
By Betty Davis 

T he Issues on Aging group will meet on Saturday, 
December 21, from 10:30 am- noon in the middle 

school classroom. We are all still works in progress. This 
month we will reflect on how our opinions and 
perceptions have changed as we age -- about possessions, 
about what is important, and what we want to 
accomplish with the rest of our lives. Anyone with 
thoughts to share is most welcome to attend regardless of 
your age. If you need more information, contact Betty 
Davis at 471-7544. 

Articles 
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Membership 
By Kelly Miller 

W ould you like to have a voice in Developmental 
Ministry at High Plains? 

Membership is a public commitment: to support the 
values and principles of liberal religion; to support and 
encourage one's own and others' efforts to grow 
spiritually; and to support the congregation and the 
denomination. 

Following are specific ways in which we serve as 
members of our religious community. Keep in mind that 
these are goals for a lifetime and are not accomplished all 
at once! 

1. Attend regularly. Be an active participant by attending 
services or working with the Religious Education 
program. 

2. Work on your spiritual development. There are many 
avenues, starting with reading, reflecting, and 
becoming more observant of yourself, others, and the 
natural world. Participate in adult enrichment courses, 
work on lay-led services, share in a men's or women's 
group. Help people in need through the social justice 
program. Spiritual growth is a life-long endeavor that 
is up to each individual, with the support of the 
congregation. 

3. Serve the congregation by giving your time and 
talents. Working together on the many tasks needed to 
run our congregation, small or large, is the best way to 
get to know others. As time allows, choose activities in 
which you can put your talents and interests to work 
and that you will find most rewarding. Even relatively 
simple tasks, such as helping with coffee, are 
important because they foster community.  

4. Participate in the democratic process. Attend 
congregational meetings, get informed, and exercise 
your right to vote. Our next meeting is December 8th! 

5. Pledge.  Giving financially, as one is able, is crucial to 
the health of the congregation and its ability to serve 
its members and the community at large.  If you have 
not already made a pledge, ask for a pledge form. A 
Pledge Committee Member will call you. 

6. Be involved in service to others. Our congregation is 
involved in a number of activities that provide ways in 
which we can serve the larger community. 

7. Connect to the wider UU movement. Read the UU 
World, the Unitarian Universalist Association's 
magazine, which each member receives.  Attend 
conferences or workshops with other UUs.  Get 
involved!  

Why Join? 

The first is spiritual. In the words of a UU minister, the 
Rev. William Murry, "It means that you believe and are 
committed to the principles, values and life attitudes that 
Unitarian Universalism embraces. It is signifying publicly 
that you stand with a group of people who have a 
particular outlook on life and religion, and it is a 
commitment to walk with those people and to support 
this congregation and what we stand for. Spiritually, 
joining this church is an act of self-definition and 
commitment to an ongoing journey of self-discovery." 

Another is a more practical, institutional reason. Only 
members can vote. While this does not affect most of our 
week-to-week experience at HPCUU, when important 
decisions need to be made, you may want to have your 
say. You can only do this officially if you are a member.  

If you would like to make HPCUU your church please 
contact membership@hpcuu.org for more information. 

Members and Friends Directory  
by Kelly Miller 

M any of you will have noticed that you recently 
received a copy of the Members and Friends 

Directory.  Thanks to the efforts of our Office 
Administrator (Karen Wilsey) we have updated our file 
and emailed the directory to all current Members and 
Friends.  Let me say a few words about this directory.  

1. It contains information (e.g. phone numbers, email 
addresses) that is confidential within the church.  It is 
inappropriate for anyone to give this information (for 
any purpose) to someone not on the list of members 
and friends, and it is inappropriate for this information 
to be used for anything other than communications 
about church business.  

2. There are three ways to get a copy of the directory:  
• on a periodic basis, as the Membership team 

makes significant changes to the Directory, the 
Office Administrator will email an updated list to 
members and friends 

• any member or friend not using email can ask the 
Office Administrator for a printed copy of the 
directory 

• a PDF file of the most recent directory can be 
downloaded from the Members section of the 
website. If you don't have access to this section 
please click on the blue "Member Login" icon on 
the lower left of the website home page and 
follow the instructions. 

If you have any questions please contact me at 
membership@hpcuu.org 

Membership 
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Church Email Lists 
By John Atkinson 

O ver the years the church has used a number of email 
lists to communicate in various ways to members, 

friends and interested persons.  A number of years ago 
we had something called the "all" list which was 
misleading since it did not include all members, and was 
renamed "forum". 

Currently we have three email mailing lists for "church 
wide" communications.  These are:  

1.  The "Announce" list. 

Use: This list is used to send out weekly announcements 
and special announcements of general interest to 
members (such as important meetings or closings of the 
church due to inclement weather.) It is vitally important 
that every member of the congregation with access to 
email be on this list. 

Limitations: Only the Minister, DFF, President, 
Newsletter Editor, and the church Secretary can send 
emails to this list.  

To subscribe: To get on the list send an email to 
office@hpcuu.org.  New members are routinely added to 
the list. Typically the membership chair or office 
administrator sends an email to the webmaster with a list 
of new names and email addresses.  However, any 
person (member, friend or interested party) can ask to be 
put on the list. This is often initiated by a visitor filling 
out a yellow card or making a phone call or sending an 
email to the Office Administrator.  

Security and Management: There are no formal 
screening processes of persons asking to be put on this 
list.   

To unsubscribe: Anyone may ask to be removed from 
this list. To be taken off the list send an email to 
office@hpcuu.org or click on the announce-unsubscribe 
link at the bottom of any announce email. 

2.  The "Newsletters" list. 

Use: This includes anyone who wishes to receive an 
email copy of the monthly newsletter.  

Limitations: Only the newsletter editor may send emails 
to this list.  

To subscribe: To get on the list, or be taken off the list 
send an email to newsletter@hpcuu.org (or click on 
Subscribe from the website newsletter page,). 

Security and Management: This is an automated list (i.e. 
the subscription and un-subscription is done by the 
software.)  However, the web master can take email 
addresses off the list and can block addresses from being 
added to the list. 

To unsubscribe: To unsubscribe click newsletters-
unsubscribe link from any newsletter email. 

3.  The "Forum" list. 

Use: This includes anyone who wishes to converse with 
other members, friends and interested persons about 
church matters.   

Limitations: A major difference between this list and the 
"Announce" list is that any person with an email address 
already on the list may send any email they wish to all 
members of the list.   

To subscribe: To get on the list, click on Subscribe from 
the website Members page or send an email to 
webmaster@hpcuu.org.   

Security and Management: This is an automated list (i.e. 
the subscription and un-subscription is done by the 
software.)  However, the web master can take email 
addresses off the list and can block addresses from being 
added to the list. 

To unsubscribe: To get off the list, click on forum-
unsubscribe from a forum email. 

If you have any questions please email Ed Kortman at 
webmaster@hpcuu.org 

Church Email Lists 

High Plains Stitchers 
 

Bring your stitching project (or any easily transportable craft) and join us at  
La Tartine at 1420 Kelly Johnson Blvd, 80920. This location has a full lunch 
menu as well as beverages and yummy pastry items. We meet on the 1st and 3rd 
Fridays from 1:00 pm - 2:30 pm. And if you don't have any stitching or crafting, 
come anyway and just "hang out" with us!  
 

Questions?  Contact Janet at 
stitchers@hpcuu.org 
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 HPCUU 

 1825 Dominion Way 

 Colorado Springs CO 80918 

 

 719-260-1080 

 

Member of Unitarian Universalist Association 

Sunday Services at 10:00 AM 

Come Join Us! 

 

 

ReReReReVISIONS by Jonathan 
Specializing in Creative Home Improvements  - Where ideas Become Reality 

Do you need something in your world - fixed, added, or removed? 
Projects include: Carpentry, Electrical, Plumbing, Painting, Plastering, Dry walling, Tiling, and many more... 

Decks, Kitchens, Basements, Bathrooms, Windows, etc. 
 

Jonathan Herdt - Cell 338-1209                        Licensed & Insured                        jgherdt@yahoo.com                       

Inside: 
 
Developmental Ministry 
December Soul Matters - Wonder 
 
Del Duca-Lowry Commitment Celebration 
 

 
Send Comments to: editor@hpcuu.org 
Send Articles to:   newsletter@hpcuu.org 
 
Please submit your articles for the January newsletter 
by December 26, 2013 
 


