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Calendar & Services

Events Calendar for January 2014
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

7
Meals on Wheels
Support
11:30 am - 1:00 pm
Morality Without Dogma
7:00 pm - 8:30 pm

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

1

2
Yoga Class
5:30 pm - 6:30 pm

3
Stitchers
1:00 pm - 2:30 pm
Parent/ Child U&I
6:00 pm - 8:30 pm

4

8

9

11

Intergenerational
Book Club
6:00 pm - 8:00 pm
Articulating Your UU
Faith
7:00 pm - 9:00 pm

Steps to Membership
10:00 am - 12:00 pm
Yoga Class
5:30 pm - 6:30 pm
SPACE Team Meeting
6:00 pm - 8:30 pm
Steps to Membership
6:00 pm - 8:00 pm

10
High Plain Sisters
7:00 pm - 9:00 pm

5
Fostering Hope Team
11:45 am - 12:45 pm
YRUU at High Plains
12:30 am - 2:30 pm

6

12
Foster Family Support
11:30 am 1:00 pm
Finance Team Meeting
11:45 am - 1:45 pm
8th Grade OWL
12:30 pm - 2:00 pm
YRUU at High Plains
12:30 am - 3:30 pm

13

14
15
Meals on Wheels
Board Meeting
Support
6:30 pm - 9:30 pm
11:30 am - 1:00 pm
Morality Without Dogma
7:00 pm - 8:30 pm

16
Yoga Class
5:30 pm - 6:30 pm

17
Stitchers/Hands
1:00 pm - 3:00 pm
Hip Parents Group
6:00 pm - 9:00 pm

18
Marian House Soup
Kitchen
7:00 am - 10:00 am
Marian House Soup
Kitchen
10:00 am - 2:00 pm
Issues on Aging
10:30 am - 12:00 pm

19
YRUU at High Plains
12:30 am - 2:30 pm

20

21
Meals on Wheels
Support
11:30 am - 1:00 pm
Morality Without Dogma
7:00 pm - 8:30 pm

22
Articulating Your UU
Faith
7:00 pm - 9:00 pm
Soul Matters
Newcomers Group
7:00 pm - 9:00 pm

23
Yoga Class
5:30 pm - 6:30 pm

24

25

26
8th Grade OWL
12:30 pm - 2:00 pm
YRUU at High Plains
12:30 am - 2:30 pm

27

28
29
Meals on Wheels
Articulating Your UU
Support
Faith
11:30 am - 1:00 pm
7:00 pm - 9:00 pm
Morality Without Dogma
7:00 pm - 8:30 pm
Soul Matters Group
7:00 pm - 9:00 pm

30
Yoga Class
5:30 pm - 6:30 pm

31

Be sure to check the Events Tag on the website at www.hpcuu.org for additions and corrections to the calendar.

January Services - Abundance
Jan 5:
Jan 12:
Jan 19:
Jan 26:

"A Young Adult’s Perspective on Abundance" with Elizabeth Hitchcock.
“Living Lives of Abundance: What Does This Mean?” with the Rev. Beatrice Hitchcock. Abundance
doesn’t necessarily have anything to do with money -- so what else is it about?
“Abundant Love” with the Rev. Beatrice Hitchcock. Kicking off the 30 Days of Love (and Action) in
tribute to Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. This will be an intergenerational service.
“Spiritual Abundance, Spiritual Maturity” with the Rev. Beatrice Hitchcock. As the 20th anniversary of
High Plains Church approaches, we’ll look at the church’s own Coming of Age process.

If you would like to cancel your printed newsletter subscription or otherwise wish to be removed from the mailing
list, please send street, email, phone, and address corrections to the HPCUU office. The pdf newsletter can be
downloaded from www.hpcuu.org or received in an email by subscribing to the newsletter mailing list. To
subscribe to the mailing list, contact the office at office@hpcuu.org or newsletters-subscribe@hpcuu.org

Minister’s Musings
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Minister’s Musings
by Rev Beatrice Hitchcock

I

begin the new year filled with hope and excitement
for the future of High Plains Church. The Rev. Howell
Lind has recently visited to inspire you with the story of
Developmental Ministry in Boulder. The Stewardship
campaign kicks off with a goal that will allow you to
fulfill your dreams. The Aesthetics Team is working on a
beautiful installation of colored fabric panels and photos
for the social room. Adult Faith Formation is offering
classes to stimulate your minds and inspire spiritual
growth. A 20th Anniversary Celebration ad hoc team is
planning a dinner and concert next month. A new team
of Pastoral Care Associates is available to listen to
members and friends. More people are participating in
Soul Matters, deepening themselves around the monthly
theme. The Music and Publicity Teams are working on a
spring concert series….
Exciting things are happening at High Plains Church as
you grow into your mission and prepare for
Developmental Ministry. This is a wonderful way to
begin a new year!

New Soul Matters Group Starting
By Rev Beatrice Hitchcock

F

or those wishing to try out small group ministry with
Soul Matters, a new group will meet on the fourth
Thursday of the month from January through May from
7:00 pm to 9:00 pm facilitated by Rev. Beatrice. Soul
Matters explores the theme of the month through
readings, questions, and exercises, and invites
participants to create growth and change in themselves.
Meeting days and monthly themes will be:
♦
♦
♦
♦
♦

January 22 (Abundance)
February 27 (Honesty)
March 27 (Anticipation)
April 17 (Awakening)
May 22 (Laughter)

Please contact Rev. Beatrice to participate:
at minister@hpcuu.org.

With love,
Beatrice

Thanks and Wishes
From Rev. Beatrice

T

hanks to all who helped with the Blue Christmas service: MUSIC: Amanda Udis-Kessler, Karen Wilsey,
Jessica Laike. LITURGY: Jessica Laike, Merl Will-Wallace, Michelle Bull, Cindy Fesgen, Tim Oliver, Dianne
McRae. HOSPITALITY: Merl Will-Wallace, Amanda Udis-Kessler, Michelle Bull, Karen Clemmensen, Dianne
McRae, Cindy Fesgen, Barbara Will-Wallace, Jessica Laike, Karen Wilsey. SUPPER: Alcira Estevez, Karen
Clemmensen, Barbara and Merl Will-Wallace, Gloria Carpenter, Cindy Fesgen, Dianne McRae, Tim Oliver, Gail
Protheroe.
Thank you to all who helped to make Mike Del Duca’s and Ken Lowry’s wedding celebration a
magnificent affair, especially to Carol Harper, wedding planner extraordinaire.

W

ishes

Party-makers to help Gretchen Hein plan HPCUU’s 20th Anniversary Celebration, coming up in
February. Contact Gretchen at: anniversary@hpcuu.org.
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Minister’s Schedule

Minister’s Schedule
Rev. Beatrice Hitchcock: office phone 260-1080 x 2, cell phone 907 841-0738, email minister@hpcuu.org.
Regular office hours are Tuesday – Thursday, 10:00 am to 4:00 pm. I am available at other times by
appointment. Friday and Saturday are sermon-writing days at home. Italics indicate off-site meetings.
Thur, Jan 2
Sun, Jan 5
Tues, Jan 7

office hours
service
office hours
Pastoral Care
Wed, Jan 8
office hours
SPACE Team
Thur, Jan 9
office hours
Sun, Jan 12
service
Ushers
Tues, Jan 14 office hours
Publicity Team
Wed, Jan 15 office hours
Board
Thurs, Jan 16 office hours
Sat, Jan 18
Habitat for Humanity
Sun, Jan 19
service
Tues, Jan 21 office hours
Soul Matters facilitators
Wed, Jan 22 office hours
Newcomers Soul Matters
Thur, Jan 23 office hours
Soul Matters
Sun, Jan 26
service
Tues, Jan 28 office hours
Wed, Jan 29 office hours

12:00 pm – 4:00 pm
9:00 am – 12:00 pm
10:00 am – 4:00 pm
5:00 pm – 7:00 pm
10:00 am – 4:00 pm
10:00 am – 4:00 pm
9:00 am – 11:30 am
11:30 am
10:00 am – 4:00 pm
7:00 pm
10:00 am – 4:00 pm
6:30 pm
10:00 am – 4:00 pm
9:00 am – 12:00 pm
10:00 am – 4:00 pm
7:00 pm
10:00 am – 4:00 pm
7:00 pm
10:00 am – 4:00 pm
7:00 pm
9:00 am – 12:00 pm
10:00 am – 4:00 pm
10:00 am – 4:00 pm

President’s Post
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The President’s Post
by Jim Montgomery

Giving

H

ere we are again another year,
another stewardship drive. Those
of us who are working on or who have
worked on stewardship drives know
that there is a real need for us to be as
generous as we possibly can this year.
We are facing the end of High Plains as
we know it without significant help from
you the congregation. We have all
agreed to pursue goals for the
improvement of our church and to get
the help of a developmental minister to
help us achieve them but we need the
backing of all of you to make this
happen. This presupposes that you agree
with me that High Plains is worth the

effort. I have been a member of High
Plains for ten years and I have seen
highs and lows during that time. It has
been a beacon of liberal religion in
Colorado Springs and I would like it to
stay that way. We have a lot to offer
Colorado Springs, a spiritual home, a
base for liberal thought, and outreach for
those in need. I need that community of
like minds to commune with. I need a
church that will accept my somewhat
humanist/pagan views. For those
reasons and more I hope you will all join
me in giving of both your time and your
treasure to our church home.
Jim Montgomery,
President of the Board of Trustees

High Plains 20th Anniversary Celebration
Looking Back - Looking Forward
On Saturday, February 22, 2014, at 6:00 pm in the fellowship hall, we
will celebrate 20 years together as a church!
The evening will consist of candlesticks and an elegant potluck dinner,
followed by a slide show and music from several of our many talented
musicians.
If you have any photos or memorabilia that tells our story and shows
one of the early buildings, early leaders, RE classes, special speakers,
events, etc. please contact Gretchen Hein at anniversary@hpcuu.org.
If you would like to play a piece of music for the congregation after
the dinner, please contact Gretchen.
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Soul Matters & Habitat for Humanity

Soul Matters for January: Abundance
By Rev Beatrice Hitchcock

T

his month we explore abundance. What does it
mean to live a life of abundance? Does the word
“abundance” provoke anxiety in you? It is not the same
as living a life of luxury. Does it make you think of
“noblesse oblige,” and come burdened by guilt over what
you are not giving away to those more needy? As
citizens of the United States we know that we are
privileged. We have access to clean water, wholesome
food. But privilege and utilizing more than our fair share
of the world’s resources is not what abundance is about.
My grandmother Lorene was a single mother during the
depression years. She never got over saving, reusing,
repairing, recycling… She lived in voluntary simplicity
long before it came into vogue. Yet for all her saving of
fabric scraps and paper plates, she lived a life of
abundance. When she retired from being a social worker
for the city of San Francisco, she had enough money to
build a little house in the mountains. She gave small
checks to all her grandchildren on their birthdays. She
left behind a modest estate to her daughter when she
died. For Lorene, abundance was having enough. She
had enough to eat, enough to wear, a comfortable home
with a small guest room so her family could visit, books
to read… This was abundance.
Having abundance in our lives is a wonderful thing, and
doesn’t necessarily have anything to do with money. We
can have an abundance of love, happiness, friendships,
family, cleanliness and order in our households, good
colleagues, birthday wishes on Facebook, good food, time
for ourselves, sleep… An abundance of good books to
read can come from the public library. An abundance of
new clothing can come from a free clothing exchange.
The list is endless.

Abundance is a state of mind. It is a glass-half-full way
of thinking. It is about being able to set aside fear of
what the future holds, and be grateful for what we have.
Anthony Robbins said, “When you are grateful, fear
disappears and abundance appears.”
Abundance begets generosity. When we are unafraid
and grateful for what we have, it is natural to want to
share. This can manifest through acts of caring for
others, hospitality, contributing to charities, or in a
hundred other ways. Let us all strive to live lives of
abundance, knowing that we have enough, feeling
grateful for what we have, and being generous to others.
With an abundance of love and affection,
Beatrice

Habitat for Humanity Building Project
By Rev Beatrice Hitchcock

T

he SPACE Team (Social Progress through
Community Engagement) has scheduled another
Habitat for Humanity building project on Saturday,
January 18th. There are two shifts available: 8:20 am to
noon, and 12:50 pm to 4:00 pm. Each shift can have up to
ten people, ages 16 and up. We will learn more about the
location and project approximately one week before our
building date. Sign up at the Social Justice Table in the
social room, or call 260-1080 and indicate the shift you
are interested in.

High Plains Stitchers
Bring your stitching project (or any easily transportable craft) and join us at
La Tartine at 1420 Kelly Johnson Blvd, 80920. This location has a full lunch
menu as well as beverages and yummy pastry items. We meet on the 1st and 3rd
Fridays from 1:00 pm - 2:30 pm. And if you don't have any stitching or crafting,
come anyway and just "hang out" with us!
Questions? Contact Janet at
stitchers@hpcuu.org

Developmental Ministries
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Developmental Ministry-How we got here-what’s next
By HPCUU Board

I

n about the middle of the last church year the church board began to look at what type of ministry our church could
reasonably expect to get, given the state of our finances at that time. The board knew that the building fund money
would be exhausted by the end of June 2014 and this seriously limited our options for what we could afford. It was
decided that we didn’t have enough to run a standard ministerial search much less pay for a fulltime minister the
following year. This year the board was left with three possibilities: no Minister for the 2014-2015, hire a part time
minister, or hire a half time developmental minister. The board decided that our best bet for the future of our church
lay in developmental ministry, although there would be problems to overcome. First we needed the support of our
whole congregation in both hiring a developmental minister and in setting the goals this minister would help us with.
In order to achieve this we developed and followed the timeline below.

Developmental Ministry Timeline:
Oct 30

Nancy Bowen met with the board and congregation to describe developmental ministry and the
importance of setting goals.

Nov 5

The board had a short retreat to plan how the congregation would set their goals and to discuss future
financial hurdles.

Nov 10,15,17

Informal congregational meetings for finding what goals the congregation would be willing to put
their support and passion behind.

Nov 20

A board meeting where we distilled many similar goals down to three that we felt the developmental
minister could work with:
Congregational growth through increased outreach and visibility in our greater Colorado Springs
community.
Intentional focus on our church community through development of our lay leadership, integration of
newcomers, and support of our volunteers.
Living our values through social justice work in our greater community.

Dec 8

A congregational meeting where we voted on the goals and added one more:
Achieving financial health and stability to support our mission.

Dec 9

Rev Howell Lind met with the congregation to describe how the Developmental Ministry program
worked in Boulder.

It should be noted that Rev Beatrice was present at all the above meetings and Jessica Laike our DFF was very helpful
during the Nov. 20th meeting.
The board has put together a search team to first tell prospective ministers what our expectations for a half time
developmental minister will be and what his/her package might look like. The search team members are Dianne
McRae, Joe Nerad, Samantha Sly, and Glynn Carter. In early January our District Executive, Nancy Bowen, will find
local developmental ministerial candidates who will fit our needs i.e. have the expertize to help us with our stated
goals.
The final piece of the puzzle will be a successful stewardship drive. This drive will be starting in January, and we will
need to have a significant rise in our pledge income in order to have the money necessary to hire a minister. If our
drive is successful it will show prospective ministers that we are serious and support the goals that we have set out.
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Stewardship Campaign Begins This Month
By Kelly Miller
HPCUU’s 2014-15 stewardship campaign will officially
get underway in early January with the mailing of a
stewardship packet to all our members and friends. The
packet will comprise an introduction, brochure, giving
guide, pledge form, and an invitation to attend our
Celebration Sunday service on February 9th, 2014. The
theme this year is “All Aboard the HPCUU Express”!
The heart of our campaign will be one-on-one
conversations between our campaign team members and
all potential donors about their financial commitment to
the church.
Our campaign is starting and will be ending considerably
sooner than in previous years, as we must know our
financial circumstances for 2014-15 in order to conduct a
realistic search for a part-time Developmental Minister
(DM). The budget forecast approved by the board calls
for hiring a half-time DM, who will join us in late
summer. It also includes a moderate expansion of the
Faith Formation program plus modest increases in
compensation for our music director and office
administrator and added funds for outside speakers to
compensate for a reduced ministerial presence in the
pulpit.
Unfortunately, we will exhaust our building fund at the
end of the current fiscal year and therefore must increase
our pledge income substantially to make up the
difference. The Unitarian Universalist Association has
generously agreed to a reduced mortgage payment about
$1800 per month below the initially agreed amount, but
even this plus the contraction in ministerial support to
half-time still leaves us with the need to increase our
pledge income by about 15%. And because our
membership has shrunk somewhat over the past several
years, the inconvenient and certainly unsettling truth is
that this translates into an increase in everyone’s pledge
by about 25%.
HPCUU is at a crucial juncture on the eve of its 20th
anniversary, which we will be celebrating in February.
What will the next 20 years bring? Our nation appears to
be working its way out of the Great Recession, and it
would be very gratifying and reassuring if we could

demonstrate that are about to accomplish a similar feat!
With everyone’s support and a dollop of good fortune,
we can hire a capable DM who will work diligently with
us to chart a path forward to really begin making a
difference, both in the congregation and in the
community. This will capture interest and respect and
bring back old members and attract new ones. The
church’s financial state will firm up, and the first priority
when this occurs will be to increase the DM’s hours so
that the pace of recovery can accelerate. Thus the board
asks everyone to take a deep breath, and maybe a drink
or two, and start thinking about really bumping up his/
her pledge this year. All aboard the HPCUU Express!

Guest at Your Table
By Betty Davis

O

n January 12, we'll close our Guest at
Your Table program to support human
rights activities by the Unitarian Universalist
Service Committee (UUSC).

In recent weeks, our Guest at Your Table materials and
Stories of Hope booklet have taught us about real people
engaged in struggles for justice in the United States and
around the world. They have also taught us about our
own power to change the world and inspired us to share
our blessings to support the Unitarian Universalist
Service Committee and the many amazing people they
partner with.
Before bringing back your Guest at Your Table donation,
be sure to convert your cash and coins to a check made
out to "UUSC Guest at Your Table" and complete the
form on the box. Remember that all donations of $100 or
more will be matched by the Shelter Rock congregation
in upstate New York.
Bring the check and the completed form back to the
church by January 12 and place them in the box
designated "Guest at Your Table donations" on the social
action table. We'll announce the results of our Guest at
Your Table program as soon as possible. If you miss
bringing back your Guest at Your Table box by January
12, please return it to Betty Davis, our Guest at Your
Table coordinator, at your earliest opportunity. Thank
you.

January’s Issues on Aging
By Sue Neufeld
On January 18, 2014 from 10:30 am -12:00 pm in the Middle School classroom, we
will be discussing our hopes and expectations for the New Year. All are welcome
to join in our monthly discussions. Sue Neufeld will be our January facilitator.

Web Wonders

Page 9

Web Wonders: Helpful Hints about the HPCUU's website.
By John Atkinson
The High Plains' website has many new and useful features. Each month this column highlights a few of these
features, especially as they are added or changed. Features highlighted this month include:

1. Latest Information on Upcoming Events
Whenever you access the home page of HPCUU website
look in the left column for new quick links or new icons
that will let you know about new upcoming events. As an
event nears (such as the Blue Christmas Service on Dec.
12) you may see an icon linking to information about this
event, program or web feature. Also, remember to look
under "Upcoming Events" at the bottom of the home
page; you may have to scroll down to see this.

2. Who created the item in a photograph or graphic?
Almost all of the photos and graphics (with the exception
of the home page picture rotator) have a "hover over
feature." Just hover your cursor over any picture or
graphic and a small text box will open with the
attribution of that item.

3. Our Picture Rotator
The picture rotator on the home page shows seven
different "views" of church life with associated text.
Clicking on the small dots (bottom right of the picture)
will advance the picture otherwise the picture advances
automatically after seven seconds. Left clicking on the
picture takes you to the appropriate 2nd level page (e.g. if
you are looking at the Adult Education picture and left
click you will be taken to the Adult Education page of the
website.)

4. Past Sermons: Video, Audio and Print
We keep an ever-expanding number of video and audio
recordings of past sermons as well as texts of past
sermons in the "Worship/Sermons" section of the web
site. On the home page, hover over "Worship" then
"Sermons," then select your choice of format:Print, Audio
or Video sermons.
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Sunday Services at 10:00 AM
Come Join Us!
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Please submit your articles for the February newsletter
by January 25, 2014

Developmental Ministry

ReVISIONS by Jonathan
Specializing in Creative Home Improvements - Where ideas Become Reality
Do you need something in your world - fixed, added, or removed?
Projects include: Carpentry, Electrical, Plumbing, Painting, Plastering, Dry walling, Tiling, and many more...
Decks, Kitchens, Basements, Bathrooms, Windows, etc.
Jonathan Herdt - Cell 338-1209

Licensed & Insured

jgherdt@yahoo.com

