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n December 13, I attended a Black
Lives Matter rally in downtown
Colorado Springs. The rally was organized
to coincide with others held across the
country focusing on gun violence and police
violence against people of color.
We met in Acacia Park, where we were
directed to different street corners. We had
been encouraged to dress all in black and
bring our own signs, and we were given a
handout to pass out. Most passersby were
polite. Some ignored us and refused to take
a handout. Some people honked in support,
but some expressed disapproval.

“Things are NOT better.” I would have liked
to hear more what he meant by that, but
unfortunately, didn’t have the chance.
Soon after we marched from Acacia Park to
the steps of City Hall. There various
community organizers and leaders spoke,
including Nori Rost, the minister at All Souls
Unitarian Universalist Church and our own
Amanda Udis-Kessler. Nori Rost asked why
more ministers from the community were
not in attendance.
After the short speeches, the organizers
staged a “die-in”. As they read a long list of
names of Black victims of violence (and not
exclusively of police violence), we lay down
on the steps. I didn’t count how many names
were on that list, but we were all prone
before it ended.
In my opinion, the ralliers remained
respectful and peaceful, as did the small
police presence. One officer parked across
the street from City Hall. The three points
rally leaders asked for were:
1. Increasing diversity in local law
enforcement across the country. (Since the
rally I’ve learned that the makeup of the
Colorado Springs police force does mirror
the community.)

I was standing near Charles, a black man
who had come with his son and two
granddaughters. At one point, a white man
stopped. He told us he had marched during
the Civil Rights movement, and he
disagreed with us that day, because as he
said, “We’d chosen the wrong symbols,” and
“Things are better now.” I was surprised
when Charles, who to that point had
managed much more patience with this man
than I had, spoke up forcefully. He said,
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2. Enhancing surveillance and accountability
of police activity through body and
dashboard cameras.
3. Establishing citizen police review boards
and policy recommendations for officerinvolved killings.
High Plains volunteers rock!

Colorado Springs, CO 80918
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Calendar & Services

Church Calendar January 2015
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

1

2
Stitchers/Hands
1:00 pm - 2:30pm
Parent/ Child U&I
6:00 pm - 8:30 pm

3

8

9

10
Habitat for Humanity
12:50 pm - 4:30 pm

4
Church Council
11:45 am - 1:00 pm
Welcoming Cong.
Comm. Meeting
11:45 am - 2:30 pm
YRUU at All Souls
12:30 am - 2:30 pm

5

6
Meals on Wheels
11:30 am - 1:00 pm

7
Staff Meeting with
Volunteer Staff
2:00 pm - 4:00 pm
Book Club
6:00 pm - 9:00 pm
Welcoming Cong.
Renewal
6:00 pm - 9:00 pm

11
Foster Family Support
11:30 am - 1:00 pm
Welcoming Cong.
Comm. Meeting
11:45 am - 2:30 pm
Small Group Comm.
12:00 pm - 2:00 pm
YRUU at All Souls
12:30 am - 2:30 pm

12
Publicity Team Meeting
7:00 pm - 9:00 pm

13
Meals on Wheels
11:30 am - 1:00 pm

14
15
Staff Meeting
2:00 pm - 4:00 pm
Peace Song Rehearsal
7:00 pm - 9:00 pm
The Bible for Skeptics…
7:00 pm - 8:30 pm

16
Stitchers/Hands
1:00 pm - 2:30 pm
Hip Parents Group
6:00 pm - 9:00 pm
9th Grade Trip Retreat
8:00 pm ...

17
Issues on Aging
10:30 am - 12:00 pm
YRUU MLK Con
2:00 pm …
9th Grade Trip Retreat
All day

18
Welcoming Cong.
Comm. Meeting
11:45 am - 2:30 pm
YRUU MLK Con
… 12:00 pm
9th Grade Trip Retreat
… 11:00 am

19

20
Meals on Wheels
11:30 am - 1:00 pm

21
11
Staff Meeting
2:00 pm - 4:00 pm
Board Meeting
6:30 pm - 9:30 pm
The Bible for Skeptics…
7:00 pm - 8:30 pm

23

24

25
26
Welcoming Cong.
Comm. Meeting
11:45 am - 2:30 pm
Small Group Comm.
12:00 pm - 2:00 pm
Coming of Age-All Souls
12:30 pm - 2:30 pm
YRUU at All Souls
12:30 am - 2:30 pm

27
Meals on Wheels
11:30 am - 1:00 pm

28
29
Staff Meeting
2:00 pm - 4:00 pm
The Bible for Skeptics…
7:00 pm - 8:30 pm

30

31

Be sure to check the Events Tag on the website at www.hpcuu.org for additions and corrections to the calendar.

January Services - Courage
Jan 4:
Jan 11:

Jan 18:

Jan 25:

"New Beginnings" with Cindy Fesgen and Julia Mesnikoff. Chocolate & Champagne Communion Service
"Heroes" with Rev Dana Lightsey. Our world seems to be going crazy and complex problems are escalating. We
could really use a superhero or two to rescue us about now. But those are just stories and in real life there are no
superheroes. Really? Ordinary people are making miracles happen everyday. We are the one’s we’ve been waiting
for, if we can just muster the courage
"Justice in the Shadows" with Rev Dana Lightsey. Martin Luther King Jr. Sunday. This Sunday, as we celebrate and
commemorate the life of Martin Luther King Jr., our country is filled with racial tension and unrest. What is really
going on here, and how might we respond in the most faithful way that is true to our values?
"Music Sunday" with Ellen Stapenhorst. Social change and spiritual growth happen in many ways. Non-violence,
music and the mind/body art of aikido have much in common, and can be catalysts of change. Recognizing
harmony as a natural state, in music and in relationship, has led singer/songwriter Ellen Stapenhorst to a lifetime of
seeking ways to cultivate harmony in daily life, and bring about positive change. She will share her learnings and
insights this morning through music and stories of her journey.

Minister’s Musings
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Minister’s Musings
by Rev Dana Lightsey

M

y first ministry was at the UU Church in
Cheyenne, Wyoming as their interim minister in
2010. One day the leader of our social justice committee
was rather upset and implored me to, “Do something
about this Koran burning thing.” I felt a fleeting hint of
panic.
“What do you mean, Sandi?”
“We have to stand up to this hatred against Muslims.
Could you get the Interfaith Council to host a march
through Cheyenne to the state capitol on 9/11?”
I could feel my fear begin to grow. This was my first job
as a minister and, quite honestly, I just wanted it to be
quiet and without controversy.
“I will see what I can do,” was my half-hearted, reluctant
answer. Yet, the more I thought about it, the more I
agreed with her. I saw that I wanted to play it safe, keep
quiet, maintain my comfort zone. But, at what cost?
I couldn’t get out of my head two favorite quotes by Dr.
Martin Luther King Jr.: “In the end, we will remember
not the words of our enemies, but the silence of our
friends.” Some of my best friends are Muslims. Why
would I not stand up for them now? And the other
quote, “Our lives begin to end the day we become silent
about things that matter.” This quote always reminds me
of Nazi Germany and how Hitler’s regime gained control
much because the masses didn’t challenge him, even
when they saw the travesties happening before their very
eyes.
As much as I didn’t want to admit it, Sandi was right.
And when my fellow interfaith clergy refused to be
involved, I knew they were experiencing the same
reluctance I felt, and I also knew we had to do
something. We planned to march to the state capital
building followed by an event that was both a rally in
support of our Muslim brothers and sisters and a
memorial service commemorating 9/11. Little did we
know that a radical, racist, hate group was also planning
a rally that same day with the intent to burn the Koran on
the steps of the capital. The media picked this up, and I
found myself in a TV interview for the Wyoming nightly
news. They also featured the leader of the hate group.

Powerful things happen when we face our fears and
challenge our comfort in the name of doing what is right.
During this time, everywhere I went people were
thanking me for standing up to this hatred and prejudice.
The event took on a life of its own with over a hundred
and fifty people from almost every faith community
joining us. Our actions gave rise to other interfaith, multi
-cultural events professing care and acceptance of all
people.
This was a powerful lesson for me to face my fears with
the courage of my convictions. I finally realized that I
needed to do what was right, even though I doubted
myself and didn’t want the controversy. And I needed
someone else to call these convictions into my
consciousness because I wasn’t doing it myself. This
became a defining moment not just for me, but also in the
life of the church and even the community. I experienced
how easy it is to profess our support for healing the
injustices of the world but felt reluctant to act on them.
Those words I spoke from the pulpit were meaningless
and even hypocritical unless I lived them through my
actions.
The painful truth facing us now is that our country is
hurting from issues of justice and race that are complex
and not easily solved. The issues raised by the killing of
black men at the hands of white police officers are
painful and deep. And now we have police officers
becoming targets for killing too. Emotions are running
very high and blame is being spread far and wide. It is
tempting to push it all away and rest in our comfortable
seemingly unaffected place. But when we read the news,
shake our heads, and move on with our day without
taking any action, then we afflict wounds upon our own
souls, impoverishing our own sense of humanity. Yet,
what can we do?
Our January monthly theme is Courage. I believe in
Unitarian Universalism as a force of good in the world
that has the potential to bring healing. We do this by
sitting in the fire of another’s pain, listening to their
stories, with compassion instead of judgment. We do
this by looking past the common paradigm of who’s
wrong and who’s right and which side are you are on.
(Continued on page 4)
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President's Post & Social Justice

(Continued from page 3)

We do this by finding the courage to wrestle with the
disturbing truths we discover in our own hearts and see
the deeper truths of injustice that touch the lives of us all.
We live our values by raising awareness to a new
paradigm that focuses on healing our world.

And all of this takes great courage. I will be talking with
you about this on Sundays. Will you join with me in the
conversation?
Faithfully yours,
Rev. Dana Lightsey

The President’s Post
by Jim Montgomery

I

t’s that time again where I sit down and try to beat an
article out of my somewhat unwilling brain. Christmas
was just yesterday so my thoughts are still there. In our
household Christmas is a very family centered time that
starts a couple of weeks early with a turducken dinner
for our extended family that lives up the front range of
Colorado. We ended up with about 16 of us enjoying
what has become our traditional turducken holiday
dinner. Thank you Jon Madden. This year we had a new
guest at the house, on the Saturday one week before the
big dinner a year old male tabby cat showed up at our
door just before we were leaving for caroling. It was
getting set to snow that night so we brought him in,

much to the disgust of Cinnamon our long time alpha
female cat. They are still working it out and probably will
still be far into next year. Christmas Eve we had a
Swedish Smorgasbord for the immediate family and
yesterday we spent the day with our daughter’s family in
Highlands Ranch. Now I am looking out the window
wondering how long I can wait for the snow to stop and I
can begin shoveling. All this was a way of saying a
belated Merry Christmas to our high plains family. If you
noticed us missing at some of the church activities these
last two weeks, now you know why.
Jim Montgomery

Act for Social Justice
By Julie Feuerbach

S

everal High Plains members, including two members of the
Social Justice Team, participated in the December 13, 2014
action centered on the NAACP #BlackLivesMatter campaign.
This campaign addresses the loss of young Black lives,
especially at the hands of police officers and self-appointed
vigilantes. Participants stood at two street corners downtown,
held signs for drivers to see, and talked to passersby. The entire
group of about 90 people then marched to City Hall, where a
number of politicians, activists and clergy spoke, and those
present held a brief die-in while two young Black people read a
list of names of African Americans killed by police and
vigilante violence in the past few years.

Amanda Udis-Kessler speaking at the Rally

"Those of us who participated recognize and respect the fact
that members of High Plains have different perspectives on this issue and we did not intend to represent the whole
congregation," said Amanda Udis-Kessler, a participant and one of the event's organizers. "However, those of us who
chose to participate feel that this kind of social justice work is an important way that we live out our Unitarian
Universalist faith, in this case affirming the First Principle of the inherent worth and dignity of every person and the
Second Principle of justice, equity, and compassion in human relations."

Small Group Ministry
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Small Group Ministry at High Plains

A

Small Group Ministry Steering Committee has
been meeting this fall with Rev. Dana to work on
issues relating to the small group activities at High
Plains. The committee has settled on its Mission as:
"Support the vision, mission, goals and overall ministry
of High Plains by revitalizing, building, promoting and
guiding an active vibrant Small Group Ministry Program
which promotes deep spiritual and personal connections
while integrating newcomers into our beloved
community."
The Members of the Steering Committee working with
Rev. Dana are:
Betty Davis
Rick Carpenter
Jill Forney

Kelly Miller
Sue Neufeld
Tim Oliver

The committee has been examining the work of other
congregations in their Small Group Ministry programs.
The members and Rev. Dana believe that a vibrant
program will be of great assistance in helping the
congregation achieve all of the Developmental Ministry
goals we set last year. The groups under consideration
include the obvious U&I and Soul Matters groups, but
also any group of members or friends that gather
frequently for whatever purpose.
One thing comes out repeatedly – there are a lot of good
ideas, but we MUST tailor those ideas to this
congregation. To help in the tailoring process, the
committee has scheduled several meetings with wider
groups of folks. We will be asking for help in identifying
Highlights and Pitfalls of our existing groups and
suggestions for new approaches. Finally we will be
addressing the practical matter of logistics.

Chocolate Festival
By Merle Stryker
Yes, it’s almost that time again. It won’t be long until we
celebrate the Chocolate Festival once again. Don’t plan
on making any other plans Sunday Feb 8. We’ll get you
all set up with the most scrumptious concoctions for your
Valentine a week later. Bring money to take home a treat
or eat some wonderful goodies there. We will be holding
an auction for the most sumptuous cakes. And…..there
will be some surprise activities produced by the youth
group who will be involved this year. Pictured above are
some of the cakes from years past. Please call or write
Merle Stryker if you wish to donate an item. 264-1178 or
merleandgerry@gmail.com

Meeting #1 - January 11
We would like to invite all current and past facilitators
and leaders of any small group of any description at
HPCUU to join us in a brainstorming session. We will
examine what has worked best for us in the past, review
“best practices” from the UUA 13 year history with small
groups and examine opportunities for growth in our
approach to small group ministry.
DETAILS: Sunday, January 11, 12:00 pm - 2:00 pm in the
Sanctuary. Pizza will be served. Childcare is available
upon advance request.
RSVP to SGM-Steering@hpcuu.org.

Meeting #2 - January 25
We would like to invite anyone in the congregation who
might be interested in leading a small HPCUU group in
the future to join us in building on the results of the
January 11th meeting to help design what will work best
for HPCUU in the future. All who attended the 11
January meeting are highly encouraged to attend.
DETAILS: Sunday, January 25, 12:00 pm - 2:00 pm in the
Sanctuary. Pizza will be served. Childcare is available
upon advance request.
RSVP to SGM-Steering@hpcuu.org.
After these meetings, the Steering Committee feels we
will be ready to identify pilot activities to test any ideas
that look like they will fit our congregation. In the
meantime we hope that existing groups will continue to
meet because we know that many of us cherish those
groups.
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Introducing HiP Snackers!
By Kim Doty and Ann Harris

W

e all like a little nosh after the service with our
coffee, and it's proven that all of us hang around
a little longer when there is food for coffee hour. So in
2015, membership and fellowship are pleased to
introduce Hip Snackers. No sign-ups, no cooking, we'll
assign last initials to a particular month and those folks
are asked to bring something one Sunday that month.
January will be members and friends whose last names
start with the letter "A" and "B".
HiP Snackers is designed to further the High Plains'
mission in several ways, primarily by helping the
congregation, visitors, and new members make
connections.
The program is optional, but people who can't bring
food might consider contributing to the coffee hour
donation jar. We do ask that you take any leftovers
home as we have limited food storage space.
Homemade treats are always welcome, but the idea is
to keep this easy. Simply leave your offering on the
food counter and if you're able, help the Fellowship
servers clean up.

Suggestions
Fresh fruit - Cuties/Clementines or grapes are easy
Crackers and/or Cheese
Donuts/Muffins - (Fellowship servers will cut in half or
quarters)
Cupcakes
Fresh veggies & dip or hummus
Chips
Cookies

High Plains Stitchers

Pre-popped popcorn - (this time of year you can find
canned cookies and popcorn on sale at many places)
If you find yourself with goodies and it's not your
assigned month - bring them anyway, I can assure you
that they'll be appreciated! Please contact Kim Doty at
snackers@hpcuu.org with any questions or suggestions.

Intergenerational Book Club
By Heather J. Mitchell

W

e are exploring our UU history with the theme of
Transcendentalism. This can be any book on the
topic. We will meet on January 7 in the Senior High
Room from 6:00 pm - 8:00 pm.

Issues on Aging
“The Ethical Will”
By Sue Neufeld

O

riginally an oral tradition, ethical wills have been
used by Jewish people for centuries to pass on life
lessons and ethics, such as the importance of charity.
These days, ethical wills are non-binding documents
that are increasingly seen as important legacy-building
ingredients, because they can convey a person’s deep
inner values and beliefs and pass on heartfelt wisdom
to future generations. Let’s explore how we might pass
on personal values and philosophies, and not just
assets, to our future generations. We will meet in the
Middle School classroom from 10:30 am - 12:00 pm on
Saturday, January 17. Sue Neufeld will facilitate the
discussion. All are welcome.

NEW LOCATION!

Bring your stitching project (or any easily transportable craft) and join us at a new
location in December:
Peak Place Coffeehouse
2360 Montebello Square Dr. Unit H-1
Colorado Springs 80918
The coffeehouse has a full menu of drinks, lunch items, and snacks and is located
in a small shopping center on the northwest corner of Academy and Montebello.
We meet on the 1st and 3rd Fridays from 1:00 pm - 2:30 pm. And, if you don't
have any stitching or crafting, come anyway and just "hang out" with us!
Questions? Contact Janet at
stitchers@hpcuu.org

Facebook

Page 7

HPCUU Facebook Page 2.0
Nancy Bentley
New Name for Discussion Group
Last October, Peter Bowden, UU media maven at the MDD Social Media and Membership Growth
Workshop, asked the question: “Why does your church have two Facebook pages? Other churches only
have one.”
The answer mostly has to do with privacy. Those of us in the closed discussion group are comfortable in the
knowledge that we’re among friends and that our conversations are private.
But as we aspire to grow our membership and expand our voice in the community, we need to consider
how we can put our official church Facebook page and our UU voices front and center. Right now, when
people look for us, they see the discussion group first, see that it is closed, and look no further.
As a solution, the publicity team suggests we change the name of the closed discussion group to HiP
Discussion Group. The discussion group would continue as a closed group, open only to members, family
and friends of the church with Kim Doty as the administrator. It is our recommendation that the name
change occur on January 15.
But changing the name of the discussion group is not all that needs to be done.

Posting to the High Plains Church Unitarian Universalist Facebook Page
Rev. Dana has also challenged us to look outward and post items on our official church Facebook page that
reflect our values and who we are as a community. This starts with the great work of our many teams. This
means sharing photos and discussion of meaningful services and activities such as social action
participation, service activities, and youth programs.
To assist team leads, the publicity team has established a group of “Facebook Liaisons,” or publicity team
members who will assist team leads in getting their good news out on our official Facebook page.
Don’t see your team on the list? Contact Nancy Bentley and she’ll help find a liaison for your team.
• Faith Formation (includes RE, Adult Faith Formation, OWL): Jessica Laike.
Liaison: Dan Keating
• Aesthetics: Karen Clemmensen.
Liaison: Nancy Bentley
• Caring and Pastoral Care: Meighan Powell
Liaison: Jean McIntosh
• Church Librarian: Heather Mitchell.
Liaison: Nancy Bentley
• Fellowship: Ann Harris.
Liaison: Rosie Carpenter
• Welcoming/Membership: Kim Doty.
Liaison: Nancy Bentley
• Worship & Music: Dana Lightsey & Joe Uveges.
Liaison: Rosie Carpenter
• Social Justice: Julie Feuerbach.
Liaison: Al Sly
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If you have any further questions about what to post or how, email Al Sly, administrator of the official
HPCUU Facebook page, or other members of the publicity team.

Guidelines for Posting to Facebook
Is posting to the official High Plains Church Unitarian Universalist page different from posting to the
discussion group? Yes. The official church Facebook page is our face to the outside world. When you post
there, consider the following suggestions from Emerson UU in Houston, TX and the Neighborhood UU
Church in Pasadena, CA:
•

Make your posts consistent with the Seven Principles of Unitarian Universalism.

•

Be respectful. You are representing a church, not an individual.

•

Be truthful. All posts reflect or appear to reflect policies of the church.

•

Be legal. Use the appropriate attribution to pictures, words, music, video. Respect copyright laws.
Do not post any political endorsements.

•

Do not reveal private personal information.

•

Do not advertise commercial businesses.

•

Present accurate and relevant information.

•

Be safe. Use parental waivers for children. Never tag individuals. Don’t post any home addresses.

•

Be welcoming, as long as it is directly related to the church.

The growth of our church is a shared responsibility. Let us be proud of who we are and welcome others to
join us as we grow.

January 25 Service Speaker
Ellen Stapenhorst has been writing and performing
music for decades, beginning in the coffee houses of
southern California in the Sixties. She has been active in
movements throughout her life, from civil and human
rights, peace and environmental to personal
transformation. She holds a black belt in the martial art

of Aikido (“the way of harmony”), which has a goal to
redirect attacking energy so no one is harmed and life is
served. She’s spent over two decades offering programs
on conflict resolution and personal growth using aikido
principles. Her music reflects her values and concerns,
and she engages her audiences with humor and
thoughtfulness.

Of Course We’ll Continue!
We, High Plains Volunteers, will continue working toward an equitable, peaceful world
during 2015 and beyond. We are, after all, “a volunteer organization.”
Yep, we work hard, and we always appreciate ways to work more efficiently. Here are
some handy tools to use as we toil toward common goals:
1. The yellow flyers displayed in the common area provide information about volunteer
opportunities and a form to complete and leave when you’re interested in joining a Team.
2. The Volunteer Coordinator is Gretchen Cutts, and she will help you find volunteers if
you’re a Team Leader, or to find a Team if you’re a Volunteer seeking placement. Contact
her at volunteer@hpcuu.org
3. HPCUU volunteers are highly appreciated. We constantly seek the names of those who the church needs to thank.
Tell us about those folks, including yourself, by contacting Karen at office@hpcuu.org, Rev Dana Lightsey at
minister@hpcuu.org, or Gretchen Cutts at volunteer@hpcuu.org.

Israel and Palestine
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Israel and Palestine 2014
Part 6: Meeting a “Terrorist”
By Lori Sly

T

he Hamas Party equals terrorism. Period. That’s
what America’s politicians and media taught me:
one dimension, indivisible, with no liberty and no justice
for any Jew, or any other who supports a Jew. I found out
when I visited Palestine that they’re lying to me, and
maybe also to themselves. They’ve turned the United
States and Israel into Batman and Robin protagonists,
and Palestinian leadership into the Scarecrow antagonist,
who specializes in evil deeds and instilling fear. But that
kind of all-good-or-all-evil, comic-book thinking, or
“splitting,” as psychologists might call it, doesn’t fit any
real world situation I have ever personally encountered,
including this one.
On May 21, our group went by small bus to a home in
Beit Ummar, in the outer suburbs of Jerusalem. There we
met a suited gentleman with a white flowing headdress,
a lovely family, and an elegant garden. He was a member
of the Hamas Party, and a former mayor of the town of
Beit Ummar, deposed by Israelis because of his
membership in the party.

Alqam Cousins
At first we were to have a short discussion and leave
afterward. But conversations were friendly, long, and
intense. He eventually invited us to stay for lunch.

Alqam Matriarchs with Listening Group

Farhan Alqam, Former Mayor of Beit Ummar
Right away, Farhan Alqam broke many Muslim
stereotypes. He was proud that his oldest daughter was
attending engineering school, and that his next oldest
daughter was planning to. He told us he preferred
nonviolence. Being a member of the party was his way of
resisting the military occupation of his community. He
was elected democratically and thus, he said the Israelis
had no right to depose him.

Farhan involved his family-women, girls and boys alikein setting up tables and serving food. He acted as a
gracious host and served us with a stream of drinks and
fresh food. All the while he was clearly tuned into his
family, and they to him. He seemed to tell them what to
do with mere glances of encouragement and approval,
and they sought it, without any signs of fear. Their eyes
were full of respect and love.
Also when he talked to us, a sincere heart shone through
his words. I was on my guard, as I realized charming
manners in public can disguise ugly behavior in private.
Didn’t some Germans during World War II put on an
amiable and staunchly religious front, and meanwhile
run cruel concentration camps? I watched for signs of
deception in Farhan, and I didn’t find them.
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Israel and Palestine
houses were. He believes he was put in jail because the
Israel authorities knew he would be likely to protest the
bulldozers on behalf of his whole town.
His longest incarceration turned out to be eleven months.
The real criminals next to him in jail were allowed to see
their families more often than administrative detainees.
His jailers used many tactics to humiliate administrative
prisoners, including stripping them naked and taking
them blindfolded on long trips in the desert without food
or water. While he was detained, his family struggled
without his income and guidance, unsure of how long he
would be gone, when they could see him, and what
would happen to him.

Alqam Son Serving Visitors
He spoke honestly and civilly, telling the Jewish women
in our group that he thought it was fair that Jews coming
after a certain time in history should go back where they
came from, rather than staying on land in homes they
took from Palestinians already there.

I was able to imagine what it might be like to lose my
freedom and contact with my family, and to be
humiliated in the way that he was while in jail. I yearned
to reach out and rescue him from this uncertain, unjust
existence. We should protect society only from criminals
who do harm to others. As far as I knew, he did not fit
that category. The women in our group who had visited
the area many times before, said that they had heard of
and read reliable reports about the jailing of Palestinian
leaders many times, even those who preached
nonviolence, and had committed no crime. I trusted these
women.
Farhan’s wife, who only spoke Arabic, dropped tears
down her cheeks when our compassion for the family’s
troubles was translated to her.
He talked about his difficult life in an area occupied by
Israeli Defense Forces, where he was always watched
with mistrust. Then he took us through his garden of
vegetables, fruit and flowers. Andrea, an organic
gardener herself, liked that he had a barrel of “manure
tea,” which they agreed was a superb fertilizer.

Alqam Flower Garden
Farhan had been in jail twice as an administrative
prisoner. Administrative prisoners are not charged with
anything in particular and are held indefinitely.
The first time he went to jail, his son noticed he was put
there right before the bulldozers came to his area to raze
Palestinian homes. He was given no reason. Although his
own house wasn’t destroyed, many of his neighbors’

Two Jews and a Muslim Talking Organic Gardening

Israel and Palestine
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Grandma Alqam Bonding with Tali, a Canadian Jew Brought up in Southern Israel
I related with both daughters bound for engineering
work, encouraging one of them not to make some of the
mistakes I had made with that. I was surprised by how
much hope they showed for the future, given what the
family had been through already.
At the end of the banquet and discussions, Farhan’s old
mother, in her fancily embroidered gown, left on a tractor
driven by her grandchildren. The contrast between
elegant clothes and earthy mode of transportation, made
me chuckle.
The earnest effort of Mr. Alqam to associate with us
foreigners, Ms. Alqam’s tears, and the quiet affection of
Grandma Alqam toward several Jewish members of our
group, moved me toward a more powerful empathy for
the whole family. The encounter between the two groups
quashed doubts I had about the power of compassionate
listening to help heal deep rifts between different tribes
of people.
Before this trip, my semi-conscious script to myself was
that there is no such thing as an entire group of people
made up of individuals, every one with zero redeeming
qualities, except possibly groups formed primarily on the
basis of hate. Hamas is a hate group, if I listen to the
collective voice of America.
Now when I hear “Hamas” on the news, my introduction
to Farhan has made me forever think of it in a different
way. A similar encounter a friend had in Israel recently
with another Hamas member also support this difference.
Hamas seems more like our Democratic or Republican
party than the wholesale terrorist group that American
media constantly portrays. Parties can have extremists,
but they don’t define the whole party. Aren’t America’s
Ku Klux Klan (KKK) members also political party
members, as well as a sort of terrorist group? And does
that make their whole affiliated party into lynchers? And

if Timothy McVeigh, the Oklahoma City bomber,
happened to be a Republican, does that make all
Republicans terrorists? Furthermore, something I learned
from a friend was that the KKK changed over time.
Apparently parts of it started as an effort to resist
carpetbaggers from claiming family farms after the
United States’ Civil War. My friend’s grandparent quit it
at the point when it became an organization to oppress
black people.
The most incessant propaganda says that Hamas is
committed to the destruction of Israel. But Khaled Hroub,
a Cambridge University scholar, considered a world
leading authority on Hamas, says this phrase is "never
used or adopted by Hamas, even in its most radical
statements." The oft-quoted "anti-Jewish" 1988 Charter
was the work of "one individual and made public
without appropriate Hamas consensus. The author was
one of the 'old guard' "; the document is regarded as an
embarrassment and never cited. For more information,
see http://johnpilger.com/articles/breaking-the-lasttaboo-gaza-and-the-threat-of-world-war.
Let’s let Hamas be represented by what they actually do,
and grant them the reality of a changing party made up
of individuals. When their leadership decides to fire
missiles into areas populated with civilians, from areas
populated with civilians, condemn their choices. When
they protect their own people, demand equal rights
under the law using nonviolent methods, and show
tolerance for other religions, praise those choices. If
anyone like Farhan steps up to lead them, laud his
efforts, and reject Israeli efforts to jail him. Right now
America’s political position is that every single one in
Hamas is so evil, that we can’t even hold a discussion
with them. And yet, I did, with an ease that amazed me. I
think it’s reasonable to expect our leaders do the same.
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