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Everyone Deserves…PrideFest 2015 

By Beth Blakney Ingham 

P ridefest is approaching quickly and we need 
to get ready to march in the Parade to show 

our support for the LGBTQ community.  Once 
again, we are marching with All Souls UU 
Church.  The date is Sunday, July 12, and the 
parade starts at  
11 am sharp.  Therefore, church will start at 9:00 
am on that Sunday only so the parade 
participants have time to get to downtown and be 
in place by 10:45.  The parade route is about a 
mile long.  It starts at Tejon and Cimarron and 
goes north on Tejon to Colorado where it turns 
left and proceeds to America the Beautiful park 
where Pridefest is held.  Everyone should wear 
one or more colors of the rainbow (HPCUU T-
shirts are often a good choice), a hat and good 
walking shoes.  Sunscreen and water are also a 
good idea, and we plan to have cold bottles of 
water at the end of the route for everyone. 

This year's theme is “Everyone Deserves…” We 
have banners that have that phrase printed on 
them, and we will be making signs that list things 
everyone deserves based on the Seven UU 
Principles.  And if we have enough people, we 
will carry additional banners and signs.  So we 
need you to march and to carry a banner or a 
sign.  If you are interested in participating in the 
parade, just plan on showing up at Tejon and 
Cimarron by 10:45 on Sunday June 12.  Everyone 
is welcome.  Parking is on nearby streets or there 
is pay-parking in the city parking garages.  Since 
you will be walking back from America the 
Beautiful Park, you might want to park 
somewhere in between.  If you would like to help 
with the organizing and sign making, we could 
use a few more people so please contact 
welcoming@hpcuu.org or any of the Welcoming 
Congregation committee members:  Beth Blakney
-Ingham, Mike DelDuca, Julie Feuerbach, Carol 
Harper, Sheila McElroy or Carol Montgomery. 

High Plains Church - Unitarian-Universalist                                     1825 Dominion Way                                                          Colorado Springs, CO 80918 

N o union is more profound than marriage, for it embodies the highest ideals of love, fidelity, 
devotion, sacrifice, and family. In forming a marital union, two people become something greater 

than once they were. As some of the petitioners in these cases demonstrate, marriage embodies a love 
that may endure even past death. It would misunderstand these men and women to say they 
disrespect the idea of marriage. Their plea is that they do respect it, respect it so deeply that they seek 
to find its fulfillment for themselves. Their hope is not to be condemned to live in loneliness, excluded 
from one of civilization’s oldest institutions. They ask for equal dignity in the eyes of the law. The 
Constitution grants them that right.     Justice Anthony Kennedy 
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July Services - Creativity 
July 5:    "Perspectives on Independence Day" with Julie Feuerbach, Dianne McRae, and Glenn Rohlfing. There are 

many ways we might reflect on the meanings, challenges, and promises of Independence Day in the US. 
Three such approaches will be provided by members of our congregation. Join us for a thought-
provoking service. 

July 12: "Queer Creativity" with Amanda Udis-Kessler. For Pride Weekend this year we'll consider the connection 
between queerness (sexual and otherwise) and creativity, concluding with the idea that creativity itself is 
a queer phenomenon in some ways. For everyone of any sexuality who experiences themselves as 
creative or who appreciates creativity in the world more broadly. TIME CHANGE: This service begins 

at 9:00 am in order for High Plains to get to the parade on time. 

July 19: “Imagine” with Rev Dana Lightsey. It is far too easy to let fear and anxiety dominate our thinking and 
determine our actions in this world we live in. But focusing on fear and anxiety shuts down our ability to 
think creatively. Somehow, we must grow a new vision of justice and peace in the world, and to do this, 
we need all the imagination and creativity we can muster. Come, let’s explore the possibilities together! 

July 26: "'In'spiration" with the “Hear, Here!” Poetry Group. "Hear Here!" the locally loved and nationally known 
poetry organization of the Pikes Peak region will be hosting a service centered around "In"spiration. 
Where does the need to create come from? We will share poems, stories, and discuss the creative process 
of a poet! From all that inspires us, the role of the imagination, and the need to "dig in" to discover what 
gems lie below the surface. 

Calendar & Services 

Church Calendar July 2015 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

1 
Intergenerational 
Book Club 
   6:00 pm - 8:00 pm 

2 
 

3 
Parent/ Child U&I 
   6:00 pm - 8:30 pm  

4 

5 
 

6 
Navigators USA 
   6:00 pm - 8:00 pm 

7 
 

8 
SGE Facilitators' Meet 
   6:30 pm - 7:30 pm 

9 
 
 

10 
 

11 

12 
Foster Family Support 
   11:30 am - 1:00 pm 

13 14 
 

15 
Board Meeting 
   6:30 pm - 9:30 pm  
 

16 
 
 

17 
Stitchers/Hands 
   1:00 pm - 2:30 pm 
Hip Parents Group 
   6:00 pm - 9:00 pm  

18 
Issues on Aging 
   10:30 am - 12:00 pm  
Habitat for Humanity 
   1:00 pm - 4:30 pm 
No Strings Dance 
   6:00 pm - 11:00 pm 

19 
 

20 
Navigators USA 
   6:00 pm - 8:00 pm 

21 
 

22 
 

23 
 

24 25 

26 
 

27 28 
 

29 30 
 

31 
Pagan Ritual: Lammas 
   7:00 pm - 9:00 pm 

 

Be sure to check the Events Tag on the website at www.hpcuu.org for additions and corrections to the calendar.  
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G reetings, everyone from the UUA General 
Assembly in Portland, OR!  As I write this, we have 

just received the news of the historic, landmark decision 
by the Supreme Court upholding marriage equality for 
all 50 states!  Woo hoo! 

As Unitarian Universalists, we have been fighting in all 
50 states for this moment for decades.  We have been the 
ones filing the court cases, we have been the ones 
petitioning, we have been the ones building coalitions, 
and we have been the ones speaking out and singing out 
– again and again – even when it was dangerous. 

We overcame the fear and intimidation of taking an 
unpopular stand on the issue of GLBTQ rights and 
marriage equality and instead let our compassion guide 
us to bring more justice into this world.  As tempting as it 
was, we did not fall victim to the thinking that we could 
not affect change in our world.  Even when we didn’t see 
the possibility of change, we fought for it anyhow, purely 
because it was the right thing to do.  Now, today, we see 
that our efforts have contributed to a profound change in 
the lives of millions of people in the U.S. and beyond.  
We have intentionally re-created our reality. 

Our monthly theme for July is Creativity: “What does it 
mean to be a people who are Creative?”  If you think 
about it, every moment of our lives we are creating and 
building or tearing down and destroying.  Even when we 
are sleeping, our bodies are creating and destroying cells.  
In this way, day by day, we – along with all of the other 
beings in the world – shape our reality.  We each have 
creative energy.  So, how shall we spend this creative 
energy that we have? 

Yes, the Supreme Court’s decision renews my sense of 
hope for our future, but our faith calls us on.  None of us 
can be free until all of us are free, and the oppression of 
GLBTQ people is not over, and they are not the only 
people in our society experiencing oppression.  We also 
have the heartbreaking news of the massacre in 
Charleston, SC.  The signs of racism are all around us and 
we can no longer ignore the desperation that people of 
color face everyday.  

HPCUU has a long history of showing up for GLBTQ 
rights, as I am sure we will do again this July 12 for the 
Pride Parade.  But it is time, my friends, to do more.  It is 
time for us build relationships with churches and people 
of color in Colorado Springs.  It is time to challenge our 
own deeply ingrained racism that we still carry around 
within us.  It is time for us to be a part of a new wave of 
standing on the side of love with our brothers and sisters 
of color so we may begin to create a new path toward 
freedom for all.   

As UU’s, we have fostered the reputation of being the 
people who care.  All across this nation, WE are the 
people who show up!  Our world needs us to keep using 
our creative juices to continue bending the arc of the 
universe toward love and justice.  Now, with renewed 
hope, let us begin again with the never-ending guidance 
of love and compassion. 

In joyful partnership, 
Dana Lightsey 

Minister’s Musings 

Minister’s Musings 
by Rev Dana Lightsey 

 

A Creative People 

Hear Here! affirms every individual to listen, write, and share. Since 2011 we have been 
engaged widely in the Pikes Peak region, seeking to build unity, common stories, and 
combined voices. More than time spent with microphone and pen Hear, Here! digs deep and 
plants seeds to foster inclusive, intergenerational, educational, and life-sharing community 
relationships promoting poetry as a personal investment and outlet for all individuals. We seek 
to affirm each individual’s voice and to amplify the sounds of the silenced. We host a 
community connecting night of poetry (potluck and yoga!) every first Saturday at Manitou 

Bindu and a nationally recognized poetry slam every third Thursday in the Lon Chaney Theater in the City 
Auditorium. Both events are all ages all welcome uncensored events. Hear, Here! is a component fund of the Pikes 
Peak Community Foundation (which means you can write off donations to us!).  
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Adult Education Fall Preview 
First up will be “Cakes for the Queen of Heaven: Part 1 – In Ancient Times” facilitated by Kelly Miller starting on August 18th. 
Classes will meet on Tuesday nights from 6:30 pm - 8:00 pm. This first section of the curriculum will run through September 
15th.  Cakes for the Queen of Heaven is a woman honoring adult education by Rev. Shirley Ranck. It examines pre-Judeo 
Christian cultures that may have worshiped the female as divine. Early Registration Deadline: August 11. 

Starting that same week will be our adult class of the "  Our Whole Lives: Sexuality and Our Faith"   curriculum, which we are 
producing in collaboration with All Souls Unitarian. Facilitated by Dianne McRae and Larry Norfleet, the course will meet on 
Thursday evenings from 7:00 pm – 9:00 pm beginning on August 20th. This class will cover topics such as sexual values, 
sexuality and aging, communication, spirituality and sex, relationships and sexual diversity and how they relate to our faith.  
Early Registration Deadline: August 13. 

Our third class kicking off the following week is "  The Evolution of Our Denomination: A History of Unitarian Universalism 
from Europe to America"   facilitated by Larry Sargent begins on September 2nd from 7:00 pm – 8:30 pm and will continue on 
Wednesday evenings through September 23rd. This four session class will cover: the historical European antecedents of Unitarian 
and Universalism; growth and change of UU beliefs and organization in America over the past three hundred years;  major 

personalities in our denomination's movement, and discussions of where we are today. Early Registration Deadline: August 26. 

For more details on all classes please visit the Faith Formation section of the church website at www.hpcuu.org  

Faith Formation 
by Jessica Laike 

 

 

A s you know, Anna Nemanich is moving on from working in the High Plains nursery after nearly 10 years of 
service. As sad as we are to see her go, we are thrilled to welcome Tiggy and Shanet, our new nursery caregivers. 

Here is a little background on each of them so you can get to know them each a bit better. Please take time to say hello 
to them the next time you are going by the nursery. 

My name is Tiggy Hutchinson and I will be one of the new teachers at the church nursery. A 
little bit about my background. I have worked with children from various ages for over 10 years. 
I am certified in CPR, First Aid, and Universal Precautions. I am currently getting my Bachelors 
in Inclusive Early Childhood Education at University of Colorado, Colorado Springs and hope to 
be done in another year or two. Toddlers are my favorite age group to work with because they 
are always full of energy and curiosity. My goal in the nursery is to put a structure in place that 
will create consistency for your child and one that can easily be followed by another care 
provider. I hope to bring a new energy and perspective into the church and am eager to create a 
fun and educational environment for your child.  

 

Shanet Reed-Suceska is one of our newest members of High Plains and we are thrilled that she 
has decided to join our nursery care team. Shanet grew up in a military family based in Colorado 
Springs and resides with her two young sons and husband. She works with school-aged children 
at the YMCA and is also a certified special education teacher. Shanet has also expressed that she 
is excited to begin working with younger children to further her goals of moving into work in 
early childhood education. 

 

Faith Formation 
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Dana Dancing with Youth 

 

Abel, Logan, and Nepolian with Ice Cream 

 

Morgan and Jessica 

 

Faithify Abel 

 

Jessica and Beatrice Lead a GA Workshop 

 

Josh, Abel, and Nepolian - Banner 

Photos from General Assembly 
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A s we get ready for our new church year to begin, I 
am excited for the opportunity to serve once again 

as your board president.  High Plains Church is “on a 
roll”; the energy and enthusiasm are palpable on Sunday 
mornings, and, for that, I am filled with gratitude!  I am 
grateful for all of you who have helped us to get where 
we are today, volunteering so many hours in so many 
different ways; I am grateful for a successful first year of 
developmental ministry, where changes were met with a 
willingness to give them a try; I am grateful for our staff - 
Dana, Jessica, and Karen – who continue to work 
tirelessly with us in shared ministry; I am grateful for our 
lay leaders who not only do the work of the church, they 
do it with integrity, compassion, and humor; and I am 
grateful for all the new members we have recently 
welcomed into our community, all of whom will enrich 
us with their own, unique gifts.  

I would like to take this opportunity to thank two very 
deserving, out-going board members with whom I have 
had the pleasure of working during the past year:  Kelley 
Ghorashi and Jim Montgomery.  Kelley selflessly agreed 
to serve an additional year to help with board continuity 
during our first year of developmental ministry.  She has 
served with grace and has been an integral part of this 
year’s progress.  I will miss having her on the board, but I 
am glad that she will be serving as a member of our long 

range/strategic planning team.  Jim agreed to serve as 
president of the board during a time of uncertainty about 
our future.  He effectively led the board as we completed 
our final year of interim ministry and our initial year of 
developmental ministry.  He is a skilled leader and an 
outstanding person!  I am so glad that he agreed to serve 
an additional year in the role of past president.  

I am looking forward to working with our new, 7-
member board as we enter our second year of 
developmental ministry.  I have already had the pleasure 
of working with Karen Gershanov, Jim, Amy Plapp, and 
Al Sly, all of whom are continuing on the board for 1-2 
more years.  The addition of Rick Carpenter as secretary 
and Fran Pilch as president-elect will round out a truly 
exemplary board of trustees. Working together in shared 
ministry with our talented staff (especially now that Rev. 
Dana will be ¾ time), I have faith that we will accomplish 
much in the next year! 

Finally, I look forward to working with all of you. 
Together, we can continue to strengthen this church as 
we endeavor to nurture our community, inspire spiritual 
growth, and act for social justice.  Together, we can build 
a truly remarkable church. 

With gratitude and hope, 
Julie 

President’s Post 

Pagan Ritual - All are Welcome 
by Kelly Miller 

A t Lammas sometimes called Lughnasadh, it is time to celebrate the first harvest, 
and recognize that the hot summer days will soon fade. The plants of Spring 

wither and drop their seeds to ensure the future. Grains and fruits are ready to be 
harvested and stored. We can give thanks for the bounty and variety of food on our 
tables. 

Come celebrate Lughnasadh (Lammas) on July 31st at 7:00 pm. We will have a ritual 
to mark the turning of the wheel, as well as a potluck to celebrate our first harvest. 
Please bring an item to share. Traditionally we share things that are harvested at this 
time of year. (apples, breads, grains, berries)  

As Summer passes, many Pagans celebrate the warmth and bounty by feasting together in community. We will 
save and plant seeds from this feast. If they sprout and grow, the plant will be a symbol of our connection with the 
Lord and Lady and with each other. 

Blessed Be! 

The President’s Post 
by Julie Feuerbach 
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Act for Social Justice 
By Julie Feuerbach 

I  am pleased to announce that Amanda 
Udis-Kessler and Marianne Sheldon 

have agreed to serve as co-chairs for the social justice 
team this coming year. I am grateful to them for agreeing 
to take over the leadership of this important ministry of 
the church. 

Our social justice team continues to be a small, but 
dedicated, group.  If you are interested in being part of 
the discernment process as we determine how we can 
best help our congregation live our mission “to act for 
social justice” and meet our developmental goal of 
“living our values through social justice work”, let 
Amanda or Marianne know.  There is plenty of room for 
additional team members, and we would welcome the 
new insights and enthusiasm you would bring to the 
process!  

Welcoming Congregation Renewal Activities 

By Beth Blakney Ingham 

I n other news, the congregation voted unanimously to 
renew our Welcoming Congregation status at the 

membership meeting on May 31st.  In the 1980s and 90s, 
when the word “welcoming” became a code word for 
lesbian, gay, and bisexual people, the Unitarian 
Universalist Association launched a Welcoming 
Congregation Program to help us learn how to undo 
homophobia—and later, transphobia (prejudice against 
transgender people)—in our hearts and minds, our 
congregations, and our communities.  To be a Welcoming 
Congregation proclaims we are welcoming of the LGBTQ 
community.  It means that we don’t just tolerate or even 
just accept people who are LGBTQ, but rather we 
celebrate having them in our congregation. 

Our congregation was certified as Welcoming in 2000 
and again in 2004.  The UUA recommends congregations 
renew their certification every 5-10 years so in 2014, the 
Welcoming Congregation Renewal Committee (WCRC) 
was formed and has been working for 1 ½ years to 
complete the process.  The church vote was the second to 
last step, and the final step was to send in a report to the 
UUA LGBT committee.  It takes about a month for them 
to review the report and to send us our renewal. 

In the meantime, even though the WCRC has completed 
its primary purpose, the members of the committee have 
decided to continue and have taken on a few tasks such 
as organizing our participation in Pridefest, presenting 
quarterly movie nights and reaching out to the LGBTQ 
community in Colorado Springs.    If you would like to 
become involved in the WCRC (now the WCC since we 
have renewed), email welcoming@hpcuu.org. 

Daytime Covenant Group Coming Soon 
By Sue Neufeld 

M erle Stryker has kindly offered to facilitate a new 
daytime Covenant Group.  The group will meet 

monthly at HPCUU on the 2nd Thursday at 2:00 pm.  If 
you are interested in joining this group, please contact 
Merle at 260-1178.  For more information on what 
Covenant Groups are, pick up a new brochure at the 
Welcome Table or contact the SGM Steering Team at  
sgm-steering@hpcuu.org. 

Workday, July 11 
By Bill Cutts 

C ome help us maintain 
our yard.   We have 

two mowers to use.   We 
have at least 4 hoes to fight 
back weeds pushing 
through the mulch (with 
luck we get them before 
they seed for next year's 

weeds).  We need trash patrol.  We need some weeding 
between the modules and 
sanctuary.  We need 
weeding, weed whacking 
and general spruce up in 
the picnic area including 
trees growing in the fence 
by the batting cage area.  
Come with your own 
project and we'll try to help. 

Drinks and snacks provided or bring your own. 

Midsummer Dance 
by Sheila McElroy 

HPCUU will have a no strings attached Midsummer 
Dance from 7:00 pm - 10:00, pm July 18.   

No stings attached; just fun, community, and lots of 
dancing and conversation.  Just bring your favorite music 
that can be played through the sound system.  If you 
would like to be DJ for the evening just let Al Sly know.  
We'll have a boom box too, just in case.  Bring a snack to 
share and your favorite beverage to share or not.  If you 
need a baby sitter please email or call Sheila McElroy.   

Volunteers will be welcomed for cleanup. 

Call Sheila McElroy with questions. 

 

Social Justice 
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Intergenerational Book Club 
By Heather J Mitchell 

The Intergenerational Book Club meets July 1 in the Main Sanctuary from 6:00 pm - 8:00 pm.  
Our topic is women in the Civil War. This can be fiction or nonfiction.  Here are some 
suggestions, available from Amazon or the Pikes Peak Library District. For nonfiction, 
Stealing Secrets: How a Few Daring Women Deceived Generals, Impacted Battles, and 
Altered the Course of the Civil War by H. Donald Winkler, or for fiction, Mrs. Lincoln's 

Dressmaker by Jennifer Chiaverini.  

Dave Carpenter "Care Package" 
By Rosie Carpenter 

The care package for Dave Carpenter and the 
20 soldiers in Dave's section will be available 
for donations through November. There are 20 
soldiers in Dave's section. Three are married, 
the rest are single. 

If you would like to contribute to the care 
package for Dave's section, a collection box 
will be available on the buffet counter. Items 
for consideration include homemade cookies, 
gourmet coffee, cardboard scented air 
freshener (must be cardboard), hand cream, 
chap stick, men's fitness magazines also car 
and sports magazines, and puzzle books. The 
package will be sent when the box is full.  
Many thanks for supporting one of our 
members. 
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High Plains Stitchers 
 
The Stitchers meet on the first and third Fridays of each month at 1:00 pm.  
 
Because of the July 4th holiday, we will not meet on July 3rd.    
 
On July 17, we will meet at HPCUU to continue our lap quilt project for future needs of church 
members/friends who have a serious illness or surgery.  We will continue work on our second 
quilt so we will need people to help with sewing and ironing.  Those who want to bring other 
stitching projects are welcome. 
 
Questions?  Contact Janet at stitchers@hpcuu.org  

 Volunteers' Page 
“We vote in elections once a year, but when we volunteer, we vote  

everyday about the kind of community we want to live in.”      anonymous 
 

It Happened in June 
The new Volunteer Bulletin Board (VBB) displays stars for the many High Plains groups which keep 
our church a fun, rewarding, meaningful community. For creating it we thank Carol Montgomery; Rosie 
Carpenter and her daughters Heather, Bea and Carys; Karen Clemmensen. 
 

Outdoors, fifteen volunteers worked to improve our ‘curb appeal’ on June 13, and still others have 
stepped up to work on our grounds at other times. We especially thank Larry Sargent for help with 
mowing and weed-whacking, Dennis Downey for general maintenance and yard work, and Jim 
McCreavey for installing and re-filling several bird feeders on our grounds. Watch for details of the 
Saturday July 11 outdoor workday, or contact Bill, at grounds@hpcuu.org.  
 

It Will Happen in July 
Snapshots wanted. Our next VBB display will feature High Plains Volunteers in action. Between now and September 
15, please take photos and send them to Gretchen Cutts at volunteer@hpcuu.org. She will print them for our fall VBB.  
 
July and every month. When the Stitchers meet, they work on blankets and other gifts handcrafted for HPC members 
with serious illness, surgery, or new babies. Thank you! 
 
If you are a volunteer looking for meaningful work, or a leader needing volunteers, contact Gretchen at 
volunteer@hpcuu.org 
 
Tips For Keeping Happy Volunteers 
 
1.  Establish shared visions.        13.  Set specific and realistic goals. 
2.  Thank privately, thank publicly, thank often.      14.  Make it fun. 
3.  Assure adequate budget, facilities and materials.     15.  Keep punctual. 
4.  Assign only meaningful tasks.       16. Agree on clear terms of office. 
5.  Establish and use clear reimbursement procedures.                    17. Conduct exit interviews. 
6. Remember both group and individual needs.      18. Meet only when needed. 
7. Be alert to subtle clues: body language; absences;     19. Keep your word. 

unfinished assignments. 
8.  Arrange a private chat when sensing unhappiness. 
9.  Stay flexible. 
10. Provide clear communication channels: up; down; sideways; routine; special needs. 
11. Give support with: calls, emails, texts, smiles, answers, adequate agenda time. 
12. Communication, communication, communication. Before. During. After. 
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  HPCUU 

  1825 Dominion Way 

  Colorado Springs CO 80918 

 

 719-260-1080 

 

Member of Unitarian Universalist Association 

Sunday Services at 10:00 AM 

Come Join Us! 

 

 

ReVISIONS by Jonathan 
Specializing in Creative Home Improvements  - Where ideas Become Reality 

Do you need something in your world - fixed, added, or removed? 
Projects include: Carpentry, Electrical, Plumbing, Painting, Plastering, Dry walling, Tiling, and many more... 

Decks, Kitchens, Basements, Bathrooms, Windows, etc. 
 

Jonathan Herdt - Cell 338-1209                        Licensed & Insured                        jgherdt@yahoo.com                       

Inside: 
 
PrideFest 
Minister's Musings 
 
President's Post 
Social Justice 

 
 
Send Comments to: editor@hpcuu.org 
Send Articles to:   newsletter@hpcuu.org 
 
Please submit your articles for the August newsletter 
by July 26, 2015 

Contact the Publicity team at publicity@hpcuu.org if you would like to place an add in the HPCUU Newsletter. 


