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High Plains Auc�on 

Saturday, November 7
th

 

6:00 pm – 9:00 pm 
Come experience the roaring twen�es and bid for exci�ng 

items 

like a Bed and Breakfast get away in Vero Beach, Florida 

 

Hear Live Entertainment: Listen to Local Musician and 

Saxophonist Kenny Johnston.  

Costumes are Op�onal 

 

YOU DO NOT NEED A BABYSITTER:  

Movie and Popcorn for the kids!  
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November Services - Ancestry 
Nov 1: "All these Gifts" with JD Martin and Jan Garrett. We are delighted to have special performing artists Jan 

and JD returning to HPCUU to share their music and message once again. Come and enjoy this 
beautiful, uplifting service.  Rev. Dana will also be joining in on some of the music. 

Nov 8: “Honoring All Who Serve” with Rev. Dana Lightsey. This service is our opportunity to lift up all those who 
serve or have served in the military for Veteran’s Day.  We will explore the many roles of our Unitarian 
and Universalist ancestors with the military and take time to honor our rich military heritage and the 
never-ending pursuit of world peace.  Come join with me in honoring those who serve. 

Nov 15: "Celebrating our Ancestors" with Dianne McRae and the Worship Team.  

Nov 22: "Seven Generations" with Rev. Dana Lightsey. The Native Americans always planned for the future from 
the perspective of seven generations into the future.  Indigenous people from all over the planet are 
urgently calling on us to change our short-sighted ways that are destroying the planet and our children’s 
future.  This interactive, Multi-Generational service will explore our own wishes for all of our 
descendants, the responsibilities passed down to us from our ancestors, and how we will each work to 
make the world a better place for our children’s, children’s, children and beyond.  Rev. Dana will share 
some of the wisdom from presentations at the Parliament of World Religions. 

Nov 29: "Great Expectations...or not!” with Annabel Carney and the Leadership Development Team. Come join 
HPCUU’s Leadership Development Team as they explore how our expectations affect our contributions 
and gains." 

Calendar & Services 

Events Calendar - November 2015 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

1 
Bible Study 
   12:00 pm - 1:00 pm 
YRUU Halloween 
Overnight 
   ...3:00 pm 

2 
Navigators USA 
   6:00 pm - 8:00 pm 

3 
Simple Church Meeting 
   4:00 pm - 5:30 pm 

4 5 
Stitchers 
   9:30 am - 11:00 am 

6 
1st Friday Parent/Child    
   06:00 pm - 08:30 pm 

7 
Annual Auction 
   5:00 pm - 10:00 pm 

8 
Foster Family Support 
   11:30 am - 01:00 pm 
YRUU Youth Group 
   11:30 am - 1:30 pm 
Bible Study 
   12:00 pm - 1:00 pm 
   

9 
 

10 
 

11 
SGE Facilitators 
   6:30 pm - 7:30 pm 

12 
 
 

13 
Peter Mayer Concert 
   7:30 pm - 10:00 pm 

14 
Path to Membership 
   9:00 am - 12:00 pm 

15 
Finance Team 
   11:30 am - 1:30 pm 
YRUU Youth Group 
   11:30 am - 1:30 pm 
Bible Study 
   12:00 pm - 1:00 pm 

16 
Navigators USA 
   6:00 pm - 8:00 pm 

17 
 

18 
Board Meeting 
   6:30 pm - 9:30 pm  
 

19 
Stitchers 
   9:30 am - 11:00 am 
 
 

20 
 
Hip Parents Group     
   06:00 pm - 09:00 pm 

21 
Issues on Aging    
   10:30 am - 12:00 pm 

22 
YRUU Youth Group 
   11:30 am - 1:30 pm 
 

23 
 

24 
 

25 
Church Council 
   6:30 pm - 8:30 pm 
 

26 
 
 

27 
 

28 
 

29 
YRUU Youth Group 
   11:30 am - 1:30 pm 
 

30 
 

31 
 

Be sure to check the Events Tag on the website at www.hpcuu.org for additions and corrections to the calendar.  
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Minister’s Musings 
by Rev Dana Lightsey 

O ur theme for the month 
of November is 

“Ancestry”.  What does it 
mean to be a people of 
“Ancestry”?  I often wonder 
about my ancestors, what 
would they think of our world 

today?  What advice might they give us?  Would that ad-
vice be worth listening to?  Mostly I think about how baf-
fled they would be by our world and how we live. 

They would really struggle to make sense of our world.  
We might be relatively used to it, but we too struggle to 
make sense of it all.  More and more I feel a deep discon-
nect with my ancestors because our world is so different 
and our values, beliefs and social structures are dramati-
cally different.  As different as our worlds are, I can’t help 
but think that they would ask us, “how could you let 
things get so out of hand?” 

And yet it wasn’t just us.  We are a continuation of those 
who have come before us.  Everything they did has led us 
to this most remarkable and terrifying moment in human 
existence.  We are at a mega-historic crossroads of surviv-
al or utter destruction for our planet.  In many ways, we 
are still living out of the old paradigm of conquering and 
domination, whether by war or by consumerism and 
global trade policies.  This continues to contribute to runa-
way greenhouse gas emissions and other irresponsible 
destructive acts to our environment all for the short term 
gain of more money and power.   

Author, speaker, activist, and innovative Christian leader, 
Brian McLaren spoke at the Parliament of World Religions 
that I recently attended.  I was so delighted and moved to 
hear him say,  “Many of the stories that we have told our 
children have been destructive.   Such as ‘God has given 
us the earth to do whatever we want. That the earth will 
be destroyed anyhow so do whatever’. We need new sto-
ries.  The movement we need must transform organized 
religions to organizing religions. We must realize that the 
burning of fossil fuel is inextricably linked with the burn-
ing of people. We need religion like we have never need-
ed it before. Tell a new life-giving story of repentance and 
working together. May our religions become what they 
were meant to be - schools of love that will bring us to-
gether to save our world.” 

Our world is challenging us in ways our ancestors never 
faced.  They never faced the very real possibility of caus-
ing the destruction of their entire world no matter how 
much they might have believed in the second coming.  
And yet, they managed to moved the arch of the moral  

 

 

universe closer toward justice and equality and compas-
sion, which has paved the way for us to do the same in 
their footsteps. 

The issues may have been different, but the greatest teach-
ings throughout history have always been the same, we 
must treat each other with genuine care, concern, and 
compassion.  We make a safer, freer, and better world by 
building relationships instead of walls.  And, we are all 
connected, so when one suffers injustice we all suffer in-
justice and we all have the responsibility to address op-
pression and injustice on behalf of each other and the 
earth. 

I know the media likes to tell us that religion is at the root 
of many if not all of our wars, but this is quite simply not 
true.  Oppression and injustice are the fertile ground for 
hatred and war.  As many stated from the Parliament, 
“We need religion now more than ever.”  The great reli-
gious scholar, Karen Armstrong put it this way, “I am not 
in this business of compassion because I am filled with 
love. I am filled with dread that if we don't do something 
about it now we won't have a world. Compassion is not 
comfortable. We must foster feelings of discomfort for the 
suffering for others. We live lives of utter privilege. Let 
those images linger and take in that suffering into our 
own selves. It must be a spiritual practice the grain of 
sand that does the work to make a pearl.” 

My friends, we are rather accustomed to being nice, keep-
ing our thoughts and beliefs to ourselves, and staying 
comfortable at the expense of making a difference in the 
world.  Our religious ancestors chose to step into their 
discomfort and it is time we too move into action.  Most of 
the people you might be afraid of offending will actually 
thank you for taking a stand and many will even stand 
with you.  The practice of avoiding stepping on anyone’s 
toes out of fear that someone might disagree only serves 
to keep us paralyzed.  This is not the path for helping any-
one and we cannot grow into better human beings by 
staying comfortable.  

I have been passionate about and very involved in inter-
faith work for many years.  Over the next many months I 
will be connecting with other faith communities here in 
Colorado Springs to collaborate in the work of shifting the 
world’s paradigm into one that will build and sustain a 
new future for our children, and our children’s children.  
Will you join me?  Ready or not, now is the time. 

With love and determination, 
Rev. Dana Lightsey 
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Faith Formation 
by Jessica Laike 

 

 

What’s Happening in Faith Formation? 
Please note that this is not meant to be a comprehensive list of everything that has happened in the church in regard to 
Faith Formation, but instead to serve as a highlight reel of the last month and a look at what is coming up in the next 
month. 

What happened in October: 

October 1: Muhammad of Arabia: His Roots and His Promise with Larry Sargent Session 1 
October 4: YRUU Youth Group trip downtown to explore the reality of homelessness in Colorado Springs 
October 8: Muhammad of Arabia: His Roots and His Promise, Session 2 
October 9 – 11: Nine of our youth attended the Mountain Desert District Youth Fall Conference in Grand Junction 
October 18: Children’s Chapel – Single Act of Kindness: Making blankets 
October 31: YRUU Youth Group Halloween Party  

Coming up in November: 

All Month:  Song Chapel for children in PK – 5th Grade on Sunday mornings from 10:00 – 10:20 am 

November 6-8: 9th Grade Trip Retreat at Foothills Unitarian Church in Fort Collins, CO 
November 13-15: Leadership Development Conference at First Universalist Church of Denver 
November 15: Deadline to sign-up for a vignette in the Holiday Pageant 
November 17 7:30 – 9:00 pm: Pacific Western Region Youth Ministry Webinar 

If you have a group which you believe works toward the goals of Faith Formation please contact Jessica at 
dff@hpcuu.org about including your meetings on the monthly list of Faith Formation Programming events.  

 

T he holiday season will be upon us before we know it, 
which means it is time for our annual Holiday 

Pageant! Our multi-generational pageant this year will 
explore the different ways that families of various faith 
traditions might celebrate this holiday season. Families 
are invited to sign up by November 15th to share a short 
(3-5 min) vignette/scene exemplifying how a typical 
Christian, Jewish, Muslim, Pagan, Buddhist, Hindu or 
UU family in Colorado Springs might celebrate the 
holiday season in their faith tradition.  These scenes will 
be woven together with song and narration. If a couple of 
families want to collaborate on a vignette that is perfectly 
welcome. More details are available on the online sign-up 
page here:  http://www.signupgenius.com/
go/30e0d4caaad29a0fe3-holiday 

Also, beginning on November 1st, all children from Pre-
K through 5th grade will be invited to participate in Song 
Chapel in the elementary rooms for the first 20 minutes 
each Sunday to begin learning the songs that will be part 
of this year’s holiday pageant. Song chapel will be held 
every week from November 1st to December 6th, with 
the pageant taking place during the Sunday morning 
service on December 13th. All children are invited to be a 
part of the chorus and families wishing to take a more 
active role are invited to sign up for a vignette via the 
link above. 

Jessica 
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P arents, did you know that High Plains sponsors a chapter of Navigators, USA – the national scouting program 
created by Unitarian Universalists and based around our 7 Principles? Currently the chapter serves children 5-7 

years old, however the chapter is open to adding groups for older children if someone is interested in being the lead 
organizer. If you have a child 5-7 years old or if you are interested in starting a group for older children, please contact 
Sara Balthazor at sara.balthazor@gmail.com and check out their flyer below for more information. 

Faith Formation 
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A t our October meeting, the board and Rev. Dana 
determined a plan for moving forward with our 

transition to Policy Governance.  Specifically, we 
finalized our Annual Plan for Ministry, agreed on board 
goals, developed a process and sequence for the writing 
of needed policies, and discussed the timeline for an 
annual evaluation process for assessing staff, the board, 
our overall developmental ministry, and our transition to 
Policy Governance. In addition, we are currently revising 
our annual planning calendar to help ensure that we and 
future boards stay on track with respect to required 
personnel documents, governance matters, and board 
work.  If you would like to know more about any of this, 
please feel free to contact me. 

I want to bring you up to speed with where we are in our 
strategic planning process.  Following the resignation of 
our initial chairperson due to unforeseen travel conflicts, 
two church members have graciously stepped forward 

and agreed to serve as co-chairs for the Strategic Planning 
Committee:  Kelley Ghorashi and Ann Harris.  They will 
be meeting with their committee on November 1st to go 
over the charge for the SPC from the board and to 
continue planning their next steps.  The strategic 
planning process will be inclusive; in other words, all 
members and friends will be invited to participate in 
various activities as the committee moves forward. 

Finally, I want to remind all of you that our most 
important fundraiser of the year is happening soon.  I 
hope to see all of you at our annual church auction on 
Saturday, November 7.  Gretchen Hein and her team 
always put on an amazing event, so come join us as we 
gather in community to celebrate each other and raise 
money to support the mission and programs of High 
Plains Church! 

Faithfully, 
Julie 

President’s Post 

The President’s Post 
by Julie Feuerbach 

Act for Social Justice 
Welcoming Congregation Renewal Activities 

By Julie Feuerbach - Social Justice Coordinator 

O n Thursday, October 22, High Plains Church joined with other community organizations to sponsor the showing 
of the documentary film Pictures From a Hiroshima Schoolyard, produced by Shizumi Shigeto Manale.  Close to 

200 people attended the showing at Colorado College and participated in a “Question & Answer” time after the film 
with Ms. Manale.  The film tells the story of how an unexpected act of kindness brought together the children of 
Honkowa Elementary School in Japan (at ground zero) and All Souls Unitarian Church in Washington D.C. following 
the dropping of the atomic bomb on Hiroshima.  Using the school supplies they received from All Souls Church, the 
children of Honkowa drew beautiful, colorful pictures, which were then sent back to the church.  60 years later, the 
artwork was uncovered in the church basement, restored, and returned to Japan to be reunited with the artists.   

Inspired by the film, the HPCUU Social Justice and Faith Formation teams joined together to plan our own single act 
of kindness.  Members of the congregation helped make fleece comfort blankets which will be distributed in the near 
future to homeless youth and young adults in Colorado Springs. 

On Sunday, October 25, Shizumi was a guest speaker at High Plains Church.  Following the service, she participated 
in a panel discussion about the “costs of war”, joining fellow panelists Brianna Keen, Jonathan Keen, and Amanda 
Udis-Kessler for an interesting and thought-provoking discussion.   
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High Plains Auction 
By Gretchen Hein 

H igh Plains Auction with a Roaring Twenties theme 
for decorations and optional costumes, will be on 

November 7th from 6:00 pm to 9:00 pm at the church. 

High Plains Auction,  our biggest fundraiser, has been a 
tradition for years. It helps us raise money for our church 
while having fun with our fellow church members. 

Thank you to everyone who has sent in a donation for 
the Silent Auction and the Live Auction.  The booklet is 
published and in your email. You may still send in your 
donations or fill out a form that is on the Membership 
table by the door. We will publish the booklet again the 
night before the Auction, November 7th with all the 
additions we hope to receive in the next few weeks. 

For those who don't know what a Silent Auction is, 
picture the sanctuary filled with tables and on the tables 
will be items with a bid sheet under them that you will 
write your name on when you want to place a bid. The 
point of bidding is someone else can and will put a 
higher price on and item and you’ll have to use strategy 
to be the one who gets the last bid on the sheet before we 
stop the Silent Auction.  

At the end of 2 hours 6:00 pm to 8:00 pm, we stop the 
bidding and pick up the bid sheets and if you were the 
last to bid you would win your bid and receive the item. 
Then we start the LIVE Auction of items starting at 
$100.00. When all the Big Ticket items have been won the 

Auction is over. And the next day at church we provide 
everyone with a printout of what they won and you pay 
for them. 

Along with the bidding, there are 3 raffles during the 
Silent Auction. When you come in the door you will be 
able to purchase raffle tickets for these gift card raffles as 
well as drink tickets.  We have appetizers to munch on, 
and there will be cocktails, wine, soft drinks and water to 
purchase. 

This year we have some very wonderful entertainment 
from a friend of John Donlin, Kenny Johnston and his 
band, who will play 1920’s jazz for us while we’re 
bidding.  

If it’s not on your calendar, get it on now!  November 7, 
2015 from 6:00 pm to 9:00 pm. 

See you there everyone!!! 

Issues on Aging 
By Betty Davis 

T he Issues on Aging discussion group will meet on 
Saturday, November 21, from 10:30 am - noon in the 

middle school classroom. With holidays approaching we 
decided to share thoughts about the positive aspects of 
aging and gratitude for what we have. Come join us in 
the spirit of fun and thanksgiving. Anyone is most 
welcome to attend regardless of your age. If you have 
questions about this group, contact Betty Davis at 471-
7544. 

  

Jan Garrett and JD Martin to Perform at the November 1st Service 

JD Martin has written 5 Number One, and 10 Top Ten, country and pop hit singles, and his 
songs have been recorded by such luminaries as Reba McEntire, B.J. Thomas, Peter Cetera, 
Atlantic Starr, and Kathy Mattea.   
Jan Garrett is a jazz singer with a poet’s soul….a master music teacher, award winning 
songwriter, performance coach, wilderness vision quester, and (yes) Certified laughing 
Instructor who has toured with Steve Martin and John Denver, and has appeared on the 
Tonight Show and in Rolling Stone. 
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Grounds Headed for a Cooler Workday 
By Vivian Wiley 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

G rounds will be gathering together on Saturday November 21st for a workday that will give families a chance 
to join in fall/winter activities at the church outdoors. New winter workdays offer an unplanned way to get 

ahead: clean brush, fallen leaves gathered, tree branches cut up, trim hedges, sweep walkways, cut trees, and more.  
Needed are leaf blowers (none work), chain saws, and electric hedgers and more.  In October trees were brought 
down, cut up, and towed; sheds were organized in warm weather, and as pictures show a couple of new helping 
hands attended, but more are needed and welcome! 

 

Grounds 
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High Plains Stitchers 
 
Bring your stitching project (knit, crochet, quilting, 
or any easily transportable craft) and join us at 
Peak Place Coffeehouse! The coffeehouse is 
located in a small shopping center on the NW 
corner of Academy and Montebello.  

Our group works on their own projects - but we 
also create blankets for members/friends suffering 
severe illness, undergoing surgery or experiencing 
a loss, and to welcome new babies :) 

Note - New Day and Time: 1st and 3rd Thursdays 
from 9:30 am 'til 11:00 am.  

Don't stitch? Why not come anyway and just 
"hang out" with us? 

Questions: Contact Rosie Carpenter at stitchers@hpcuu.org. 
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Thanksgiving Day Potluck 

HPCUU will be holding a Thanksgiving Potluck again this year on 
Thursday, November 26th at 1:30 pm! Details will follow soon. Be sure 

to put this on your calendar if you haven't made other plans yet! All 
members, friends and guests are welcome. Last year, we had lots of fun 
in addition to having ALL your favorite holiday foods - but you only have 

to cook/buy 1 or 2 dishes! 
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WHY DO I VOLUNTEER?     by Lynn Whitacre, Volunteer Team Co-chair 
 
I think of volunteering for High Plains as wonderful exercise. You know you need exercise to keep fit and motivated. It makes 
you feel alive after you’ve “worked out." You tell yourself that you can take an hour or more every week to make your life 
really meaningful. You have to put aside the excuses! We all have them. I know there are family and obligations, but Sunday 
mornings or for special events? 
 
I’m talking about the hour to usher on a given Sunday. I’m talking about the Welcome Table volunteers at the front door who 
might need your help. And what about Fellowship – heck, do it as a couple! Or, we are all quick to drink and eat; why not go 

behind the counter one Sunday and interact in a new way in the Fellowship issue? There are many ways to serve at High Plains. 
Have you checked them out? 
 
Listen, I’m a child of the 50s, and girls weren’t exactly encouraged to get physical except in a school gym! I hate real exercise, 
so why do I compare it to volunteering, which I love? I consider volunteering as my “sacred servant” which comes from the 
Hindu faith known as “Seva.” It is giving back more than money to support my spiritual community – it is putting my gratitude 
for life into a physical state to help in a small way my Sunday place of peace and love. 

 
WHY DO YOU VOLUNTEER?     by Gretchen S. Cutts, Volunteer Team Co-chair 
 
Lynn’s provocative essay (above) inspired me to Google “benefits of volunteering.” I learned that there have been hundreds of 
studies on the subject, and from them I’ve made a list.  
 
Check your reasons for volunteering at HPCUU: 
____ 1. Strengthens my community. 
____ 2. Increases social and relationship skills. 
____ 3. Provides valuable family togetherness time. 
____ 4. Increases self-confidence. 
____ 5. Gives sense of purpose, energizing my life with new people and experiences.  
____ 6  Helps me stay mentally healthy; helps fight depression, reduces stress and anxiety. 
____ 7. Helps me stay physically healthy (especially when working outdoors, wink wink). 
____ 8. Contributes possibilities for career advancement via job skills practice and meeting people in my field. 
____ 9. I take advantage of the opportunities to give back. 

 
HOW MUCH ARE VOLUNTEERS WORTH? 

In 2013, churches averaged $23.07 in benefits for 
each hour their volunteers donated. 

www.independentsector.org/volunteertime  
 

HOW MUCH IS ENOUGH? 
Research shows that just 2-3 hours per week, or about 100 hours per year, 

confers the most benefits to 
both volunteers and their chosen cause. 

Corporation for National and Community Service. 

Volunteers' Page 
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  HPCUU 

  1825 Dominion Way 

  Colorado Springs CO 80918 

 

 719-260-1080 

 

Member of Unitarian Universalist Association 

Sunday Services at 10:00 AM 

Come Join Us! 

 

 

ReVISIONS by Jonathan 
Specializing in Creative Home Improvements  - Where ideas Become Reality 

Do you need something in your world - fixed, added, or removed? 
Projects include: Carpentry, Electrical, Plumbing, Painting, Plastering, Dry walling, Tiling, and many more... 

Decks, Kitchens, Basements, Bathrooms, Windows, etc. 
 

Jonathan Herdt - Cell 338-1209                        Licensed & Insured                        jgherdt@yahoo.com                       

Inside: 
 
Minister's Musings 
Faith Formation 
President's Post 
Auction 
 

 
Send Comments to: editor@hpcuu.org 
Send Articles to:   newsletter@hpcuu.org 
 
Please submit your articles for the December newsletter 
by November 25, 2015 
 

Contact the Publicity team at publicity@hpcuu.org if you would like to place an add in the HPCUU Newsletter. 


