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Calendar & Services

Events Calendar - December 2015
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

1

2
Book Club
6:00 pm - 8:00 pm

3
Stitchers
9:30 am - 11:00 am

Friday
4
Parent/Child U&I
6:00 pm - 8:30 pm

Saturday
5
Greening the Sanctuary
10:00 am - 12:00 pm

6
YRUU Youth Group
11:30 am - 1:30 pm

7
Navigators USA
6:00 pm - 8:00 pm

8

9

10
11
Holiday Healing Service
7:00 pm

12
Guitar Studio Recital
10:00 am - 2:00 pm

13
Foster Family Support
11:30 am - 01:00 pm
YRUU Youth Group
11:30 am - 1:30 pm

14

15
Welcoming
Congregation Meeting
6:30 pm - 8:00 pm

16
Board Meeting
6:30 pm - 9:30 pm

17
Stitchers
9:30 am - 11:00 am

18
Stitchers
9:30 am - 11:00 am
Hip Parents Group
06:00 pm - 09:00 pm
Pagan Ritual: Yule
7:00 pm - 9:00 pm

19
Marian House
7:00 am - 10:00 am
10:00 am - 1:00 pm
Habitat for Humanity
8:00 am - 12:00 pm
Issues on Aging
10:30 am - 12:00 pm

20
YRUU Youth Group
11:30 am - 1:30 pm

21
Navigators USA
6:00 pm - 8:00 pm

22

23
Church Council
6:30 pm 8:30 pm

24
Christmas Eve Service
7:30 pm

25

26

27
YRUU Youth Group
11:30 am - 1:30 pm

28

29

30

31

Be sure to check the Events Tag on the website at www.hpcuu.org for additions and corrections to the calendar.

December Services - Expectation
Dec 6: “What Do You Expect?” with Rev. Dana Lightsey. Expectations are stories that we tell ourselves that
haven’t happened yet. Expectations color our world, leading us to have anticipatory feelings that range
from excitement and anticipation to fear and dread. It is all too easy to forget, but we do have choices
about what stories we tell ourselves, and this plays a huge role in the shaping of our reality. Our UU
theology invites us to tell better and stronger stories that enrich our lives and help our world.
Dec 10: “Holiday Healing Service” with Rev. Dana Lightsey. The holidays can be an especially painful time
making feelings of loss much more difficult and profound. Please join us for this quiet interfaith healing
service of readings and music to remember and honor those relationships and loved ones who are
missing from our lives this holiday season. Refreshments and conversation will follow the service.
Dec 13: Pageant “Sacred Stories of the Light and Dark” with the HPCUU Children, Youth, Choir, Rev. Dana
Lightsey, Jessica Laike (Director of Faith Formation). This multi-generational service celebrates many
faith traditions from around the world with stories and songs performed by adults and children in our
congregation. Come support our children and families and celebrate the many faiths that are sources of
our own UU faith. This service begins at 10:00 am and finishes at 11:30 am.
Dec 20: “Sparks in the Dark” with Rev. Dana Lightsey. All of humanity and nature is connected to the cycles of
our mother earth and father sun. We have once again reached that sacred moment of stillness between
moving into darkness and moving into the light. Paradoxically, this darkest time of rest and emptiness is
also pregnant with great new hope and possibility. Come, let us celebrate the Winter Solstice together!
Dec 24, 7:30 pm: “The Gifts of Christmas” with Rev. Dana Lightsey. Please join us for this beautiful evening of
lessons and carols. From proclaiming the birth of Jesus, to the quiet beauty of lighting candles and
singing Silent Night, this evening service will be a reflection on the inner gifts of Christmas.
Dec 27: "Hopes and Expectations for the New Year" with Amanda Udis-Kessler. We often wonder what the
turning of the year will bring. Will 2016 be better than 2015? Worse? Similar? What will our personal
lives be like? Our communities? Our planet? What is our role in bringing our hopes and expectations to
fruition? Please join us in a gentle meditation on moving ahead into the new year.

Minister’s Musings
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Minister’s Musings
by Rev Dana Lightsey

O

ur theme for the month of December is
“Expectation”. What does it mean to be a people of
“Expectation”? Expectations are stories we tell ourselves.
This might be the joyous anticipation of waiting to
unwrap presents or the worry of something gone awry
when someone has not shown up at an expected time.
The moments of our lives are filled with expectations, but
expectations can also limit us because they can keep us
from seeing all of the possibilities available.
This is an important perspective to keep in mind as our
Strategic Planning Committee begins to work with the
congregation in the next few months to gather
information and ideas from the congregation about how
to best move forward into our future. The big question
for us all to consider is: How do we best bring to life the
mission and developmental goals of the church? Read
our mission statement and developmental goals and
consider your expectations and the possibilities.

Mission Statement
We are an open, welcoming, and caring faith community
where people gather to:
•
•
•

Nurture a loving respectful religious community,
Inspire spiritual growth, and
Act for social justice.

Developmental Goals
A. Congregational growth through increased outreach
and visibility in our greater Colorado Springs
community.
B. Intentional focus on our church community, through
development of our lay leadership, integration of
newcomers, and support of our volunteers.
C. Living our values through social justice work in our
greater community.
D. Achieving financial health and stability to support
our mission.
Our facility is expensive. Is this the best use of our
finances for achieving our mission and goals? How does
our facility support our ability to achieve our mission
and goals? What is the role of our finances in supporting
our mission and goals? The invitation is before us to be
in conversation about these questions and many more in
the next few months. Developmental Ministry is a time
of change and a time of re-examining our direction. By
staying open to all the creative ideas and insights of this
congregation, together we can create a new story of
possibilities.
“How are we a people of Expectation?” I believe that we
are a people who have faith and trust in each other. We
can write new stories built on the legacy of this church
that are filled with new hope for our future. By working
together, our evolving story will hold even bolder
expectations. I look forward to writing this story with
you.
In faith,
Rev. Dana Lightsey
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Faith Formation

Faith Formation
by Jessica Laike

What’s Happening in Faith Formation?
Please note that this is not meant to be a comprehensive list of everything that has happened in the church in regard to
Faith Formation, but instead to serve as a highlight reel of the last month and a look at what is coming up in the next
month.

What happened in November:
November 7:
November 6-8:
November 13-15:
November 28:

Church Auction & Kids Movie Night
9th Grade Trip retreat at Foothills Unitarian in Ft. Collins, CO
Mountain Desert District Leadership Development Conference at First Universalist Church of
Denver
Popcorn Theology for Young Adults

Upcoming in December:
December 5:
December 6:
December 12:
December 13:
December 20:

Holiday Pageant Rehearsal, 9:00 am-12:00pm
9th Grade Trip class at First Unitarian Society of Denver
Holiday Pageant Dress Rehearsal, 9:00 am-12:00pm
Multi-Generational Holiday Pageant
Children’s Chapel
High Plains Holiday Bazaar
YRUU Holiday Party
If you have a group which you believe works toward the goals of Faith Formation please contact Jessica at
dff@hpcuu.org about including your meetings on the monthly list of Faith Formation Programming events.

Holiday Pageant
Rev. Dana, Jessica and the Faith Formation team hope you will join us on December 13th for our multigenerational
holiday pageant “Sacred Stories of Light and Dark.” This multi-generational service celebrates many faith traditions
from around the world with stories and songs performed by both adults and children from our congregation. The
children have been practicing every week learning the music for the pageant and can’t wait to show off all their hard
work. Come support our children and families and celebrate the many faiths that are sources of our own UU faith.
This service will begin at 10:00 am and finish at 11:30 am.

Holiday Bazaar
Back again this year, High Plains is having a Holiday Bazaar on December 20th immediately after the service. Join us
as we transform our space into a holiday market for our kids to "shop" (no real money will be exchanged) for treasures
to give their family this holiday season, complete with a wrapping station. What do we need from you? We need
donations!
Please bring in your gently used or new items you no longer need to donate for the bazaar. De-clutter your closets and
give to the church at the same time! Donations may be placed in the box located on the small table right outside the
nursery. Please deliver all donations to the church by December 15th.

President’s Post

Page 5

The President’s Post
by Julie Feuerbach

T

he High Plains Church Board of Trustees has formed
a Strategic Planning Committee and has tasked them
with the development of a 3-5 year Strategic Plan. The
overarching question for the SPC is as follows: “What
should our ministry look like in three to five years?”
However, before the committee can effectively address
this question, it first needs to consider some important
questions related to our property. We have, therefore,
divided the strategic planning process into two phases.
The first phase involves coming to some decisions about
our facility and grounds. The committee will be
considering questions such as the following. How does
this property serve us as we live into our mission and
developmental goals? How might it better serve us for
this purpose? Is it meeting our present and future needs?
If so, what key steps are needed to ensure it continues to
meet these needs? If not, what key steps are needed?
What funds will be required to maintain our facility and
grounds and to pay off our debts?
Answering these and other questions related to our
property will take time and will involve input from many
individuals, teams, and committees. Additionally, the
SPC will be providing opportunities for the congregation
to engage in this process prior to developing any
recommendations for the board. The charge to the SPC is
to have this first phase completed by the end of June
2016.

The second phase will begin in July 2016 and will last 6-8
months. It will involve answering questions around our
mission and developmental goals and creating a plan for
the ministries of the church for the next several years.
How will High Plains Church fulfill its mission? How
will High Plans Church transform lives?
I want to emphasize that, even though the SPC isn’t
specifically addressing the developmental goals and
mission statement during the first phase of the strategic
planning process, the board and staff (paid and
volunteer) are continuing to do the work of
developmental ministry. Our governance and ministry
work remains focused on our mission and development
goals.
Strategic planning is an important process in the life of
the church. It takes time and commitment from many
individuals to do it right. I am grateful to Kelley
Ghorashi and Ann Harris for agreeing to co-chair this
effort and to the church members who have agreed to
serve on this committee. If you have any questions about
the strategic planning process, please feel free to contact
Kelley, Ann, Rev. Dana, or me.
Respectfully,
Julie Feuerbach,
President of the Board of Trustees

High Plains Stitchers
Bring your stitching project (knit, crochet, quilting, or any easily transportable
craft) and join us at Peak Place Coffeehouse! The coffeehouse is located in a
small shopping center on the NW corner of Academy and Montebello.
Our group mainly works on their own projects - but we also create blankets for
members/friends suffering severe illness, undergoing surgery or experiencing a
loss, and to welcome new babies :)
Day and Time: 1st and 3rd Thursdays from 9:30 am 'til 11:00 am.
Don't stitch? Why not come anyway and just "hang out" with us?
Questions: Contact Rosie Carpenter at stitchers@hpcuu.org.
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Auction

High Plains Auction Photos

Fellowship
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Articles

Small Group Experience Extravaganza!

Lost and Found

By Jill Forney

By Karen Clemmensen

A

D

re you curious about the small group experience at
High Plains Church but not sure you’re ready to
commit? We have the perfect solution!
On Saturday, January 30 all of the current small groups
are having a potluck and you are invited! We will meet in
the sanctuary fellowship hall to give all of the small
groups a chance to mingle, see who is participating in
groups, and compare notes. Anyone interested in small
groups are welcome to join us. Childcare will be
provided.
The potluck will start at 5:30 pm. After dinner we will
break into (random) small groups, led by current
facilitators, to get a feel for the small group experience.
You will have a chance to see the small group experience
in action including a time for centering, an open reading
and check-in, discussion of the monthly ministerial
themes, covenants, and facilitator roles. Reverend Dana
will also be joining us with some final words and to lead
us in check-out and closing at 8:30 pm.

ecember is the last
quarter of 2015!!
Check the "Lost and
Found" bucket for any
forgotten items. They
will be donated at the
end of this month.
Thanks

Issues on Aging
By Sue Neufeld

S

ue Neufeld will facilitate a discussion on Saturday,
December 19 from 10:30 am-12:00 pm in the Middle
School classroom on role reversal - how children of aging
parents take on new roles. How can they plan for this
and better cope? Call Sue at 260-9625 if you have
questions.

This is a no-obligation opportunity to check out the small
group experience and talk to the folks currently
participating. If you decide you want to join a small
group, signup sheets will be available.
You can always contact your small group experience
steering committee at sgm-steering@hpcuu.org.
We hope to see you there!

Just for Fun
By Sheila McElroy

W

ant to get together with
other HPCUUs Just For
Fun? Have you ever wanted
to recite your poem, tell a
story, play an instrument,
release your inner comic?
Well, now you can. Friday,
January 8, 2016 we will gather
in the Sanctuary for open mic night. You will have 5
minutes each time you are at the mic.
Bring a snack to share and your favorite drink to share or
for yourself. Volunteers to help clean up are appreciated.
Second Friday of each month from 7:00 pm - 10:00 pm.
Questions – Sheila McElroy

Honor Memories with a Gift to HPCUU
By Sheila McElroy

H

olidays and memorials are important markers in
time. Gifts to HPCUU can be a meaningful way to
celebrate or honor the memory of a special person while
also supporting our church. To make a donation, please
include the name of the person you are remembering and
the name and address of those you would like us to
notify of your gift. HPCUU will send a special note card
in acknowledgement to share your thoughtfulness. We
suggest a minimum gift of $25.00 for each tribute.
For memorial donations that reach $100.00 or more, your
memorial will be recorded on the Remembrance Plaque
found in the church fellowship hall.

Volunteer's Page
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Volunteers' Page
News

L

ynn Whitacre is the new Leader of the Volunteer Coordinating Team, replacing Gretchen
Cutts, who has held that position since April 2014. Lynn offers warm thanks to Gretchen and
promises to continue the tradition of promoting High Plains’ culture of volunteerism. Gretchen
says that she is sure she’s transferring the Team to good hands, and will be around to help if Lynn
calls.

Questions & Answers About Volunteering At High Plains
Q: Who volunteers at High Plains Church Unitarian Universalist?
A: Most High Plains members volunteer at some level during each church year. A church year is July 1 through the
following June 30. We are currently in church year 2015-16 (July 1, 2015 – June 30, 2016).
Q: What do they do when they volunteer?
A: Sometimes, volunteering means giving an hour or two for a special event. Sometimes it is committing to a
quarterly task, such as changing a bulletin board. At other times, it includes attending monthly meetings or
coming in during the week to do bookkeeping or landscaping. Some volunteers serve as ushers, greeters and food
servers at Sunday services, while others work from home at other tasks. Our volunteers do pretty much everything
it takes to run our buildings, land and congregation.
Q: Why do people volunteer at HPCUU?
A: Many volunteer to give back. They volunteer to meet new friends, learn new skills and relieve stress. The benefits
of volunteering include increasing social and relationship skills, family bonding, physical and mental fitness and
learning job skills.
Q: How are HPCUU volunteers organized?
A: The wide variety of volunteer opportunities at HPCUU are organized to provide the maximum number of choices
for members to give their time in ways that are pleasant and meaningful to them.

Spotlight On the Wileys

M

arshall and Vivian Wiley are one of several family volunteer teams at High
Plains. Marshall heads the Buildings and Grounds Council and Vivian is
Grounds Team leader. Both have spent many hours on the church’s five acres this
year, improving grounds that had been neglected for too long.
Why do they volunteer? “Because it has to be done,” says Marshall. “We enjoy our
volunteering,” Vivian adds. “It’s inspiring to turn a piece of land into something
that looks nice.”
The Wileys encourage everyone to pick up trash that constantly blows onto the grounds, and to join them on work
days. Keeping our public face attractive is a never-ending task that needs many caring people
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Sunday Services at 10:00 AM
Come Join Us!
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Please submit your articles for the January newsletter
by December 26, 2015

Contact the Publicity team at publicity@hpcuu.org if you would like to place an add in the HPCUU Newsletter.

ReVISIONS by Jonathan
Specializing in Creative Home Improvements - Where ideas Become Reality
Do you need something in your world - fixed, added, or removed?
Projects include: Carpentry, Electrical, Plumbing, Painting, Plastering, Dry walling, Tiling, and many more...
Decks, Kitchens, Basements, Bathrooms, Windows, etc.
Jonathan Herdt - Cell 338-1209

Licensed & Insured

jgherdt@yahoo.com

