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by Tom Ward, Stewardship Chair
HPCUU's stewardship campaign for
the 2016-17 budget year will kick off
on Sunday, March 6th -- a mere 6
weeks away! To mark the occasion,
your Stewardship Team (Brent
Dubach, Sheila McElroy, Joe Nerad
and I) will host a bring-your-favoritesoup luncheon following the service.
(Please contact Sheila if you're eager
to share your favorite soup with
everyone!) Organizing the campaign
began with a discussion of the
church's programmatic objectives for
the coming fiscal year by the Board,
which occurred at the December
meeting, followed by a strawman
budget prepared by the CFO that
captures these objectives, tempered
by realistic expectations as to the
pledge income we can solicit and
receive and the likely results of other
fundraising events. Without a doubt,
one clear objective of the campaign is
to guarantee funding for Rev. Dana's
full-time ministry, which we can
accomplish temporarily with a fairly

modest increase in her compensation
due to our status as a "small-sized"
church. (This was fully explained in
the letter to all members and friends
that was sent out late last month.)
Although we have not yet found just
the right catchy name for our
campaign, we have agreed that our
goal will be a pledge total of
$235,000. It will require folks to
increase their pledges by 5% and for
one or more one-time special gifts to
total about $10,000, primarily as a
result of several families that were
generous donors moving away. Our
campaign brochure, currently in
preparation, will provide details of
our path forward in 2016-17 plus
words of inspiration from Rev. Dana
and President Julie. It will be part of
a comprehensive packet we will
distribute at the kickoff luncheon
and mail to those not there. In the
meantime, please start thinking
generous thoughts about your
upcoming pledge to High Plains
Church Unitarian Universalist!

STEWARDSHIP
High Plains Church - Unitarian-Universalist

1825 Dominion Way

Colorado Springs, CO 80918
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Calendar & Services

Events Calendar - February 2016
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

1
Navigators USA
6:00 pm - 8:00 pm

2

3
Book Club
6:00 pm - 8:00 pm

4
Stitchers
9:30 am - 11:00 am

5
Parent/ Child U&I
6:00 pm - 8:30 pm

6
Sufi Retreat
9:00 am - 3:00 pm

7
YRUU Youth Group
11:30 am - 1:30 pm
Bible Study
12:00 pm - 1:00 pm
Super Bowl Party
4:00 pm

8

9
Faith Formation Team
5:30 pm - 6:30 pm

10

11

12
Open Mic Night
7:00 pm - 10:00 pm

13

14
Chocolate Festival
11:00 am - 1:00 pm
Foster Family Support
11:30 am - 1:00 pm
YRUU Youth Group
11:30 am - 1:30 pm
Bible Study
12:00 pm - 1:00 pm

15
Navigators USA
6:00 pm - 8:00 pm

16

17
Board Meeting
6:30 pm - 9:00 pm

18
Stitchers
9:30 am - 11:00 am

19
Hip Parents Group
6:00 pm - 9:00 pm

20
Marian House
7:00 am - 10:00 am
10:00 am - 1:00 pm
Path to Membership
9:00 am - 1:00 pm
Issues on Aging
10:30 am - 12:00 pm
Men's Book Club
5:30 pm - 8:00 pm

23

24
Church Council
6:30 pm - 8:30 pm

25

26

27
Middle School Social
5:00 pm - 9:00 pm

21
22
Volunteer Fair
Before & After Church
YRUU Youth Group
11:30 am - 1:30 pm
Bible Study
12:00 pm - 1:00 pm
28
YRUU Youth Group
11:30 am - 1:30 pm
Bible Study
12:00 pm - 1:00 pm

29

Be sure to check the Events Tag on the website at www.hpcuu.org for additions and corrections to the calendar.

February Services - Desire
Feb 7: “Passion and Compassion: The Ache for a Better World” with Amanda Udis-Kessler. Our theme this month
is “Desire”. Unitarian Universalists are known for spending a lot of time in our heads and relying on
rationality, but that's not all of who we are. What role does desire, especially embodied desire, play in
our commitment to and work for social justice? How are we connected through desire with those who
suffer needlessly because of their social groups? And as we enter into Black History Month, what does
history have to do with our desire for a world where both the inherent dignity and worth of all and the
interconnected web of existence are affirmed?
Feb 14: “Living on the Side of Love” with Rev. Dana Lightsey. “Love is in the air” on this Valentine’s Day! Yet,
there is so much more to love than just being “in” love. This month, as we explore the theme of “desire”,
what are our deepest desires for ourselves and our world and how can we make them happen? How
can we build a sustainable world that we love for ourselves and all beings? This Sunday is the
culmination of the UUA’s yearly 30 Days of Love From Martin Luther King, Jr. Sunday until Valentine’s
Sunday. Come, let’s spread the love.
Feb 21: “Oh Brother Where Art Thou” Music Sunday with Joe Uveges.
Feb 28: “Broken Open” with Rev. Dana Lightsey. Our monthly theme of “desire” brings many questions. What
desires do we have that hide underneath our everyday routines? Which desires are life-giving and
energizing for us, and are we allowing those desires to blossom fully? Or, do we for some reason, keep
them muted, closed down, hidden away in a safe place where they won’t frighten us? So often, this
closing down also means becoming numb to life. Let this service be an invitation to the heartbreak of
living fully alive and broken open.

Minister’s Musings
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Minister’s Musings
by Rev Dana Lightsey

Fall in love with
the agony of love
not the ecstasy
then the beloved
will fall in love with you -- Rumi

W

hat is “your heart’s desire”, really? What is it that
you long for, really, really long for? Do you know
that deep, deep longing that can never be answered but
moves us with the very passion for living, itself? When I
think of this, I think of classical music, that, when
performed at their best, leave us in tears. This
transcendent moment moves us beyond words, beyond
stories to the very essence of the passion of living. But
this passion, this desire is the kind that gives you
heartache. This is what Rumi is talking about when he
tells us to, “Fall in love with the agony of love”.

There is much in this world to break our hearts. Let us
not resist or hide from them any longer. And there is
much in this world that can bring us fully alive. Let’s not
resist those anymore either. So what is it for you? Is
there something that gives you great joy and fills you
with life’s energy, but you hold yourself back? Is there
something that seems so amazing and powerful that it
scares you to pursue it? What would it be like if we each
let go of THAT fear, even just a little bit, even for a few
moments – long enough to change our routine, at least
once, maybe twice?

It is all too tempting to play it safe and hold back from
this level of passion and surrender. To allow one’s heart
to be broken like this, over and over, means allowing
oneself to be deeply vulnerable, beyond where most of us
are willing to go. And yet, in the end, what do we have
to lose? The cost of playing it safe and holding back is
numbness and lifelessness. The ultimate experience of
life isn’t to go numb to no longer feel life or to get to our
own deaths safely. It is to live brightly and fully
experience all the heartbreak of living, for with the
heartbreak comes the most powerful feelings of love and
joy and connectedness possible.

Perhaps this month is an invitation to all of us to give
ourselves permission to fan those flames of our deepest
desires and to come more fully and brilliantly alive.
Think how that would impact the world around us! May
it be so, and may we make it so!

The Sacred Invitation - A Sufi Retreat
with Dana Lightsey

D

o you need a break, time to rest and renew
your spirit, but don't have time to get away?
Dana Lightsey is offering a six-hour spiritual retreat
on Saturday, February 6, from 9:00 am - 3:00 pm.
This retreat will include spiritual teachings and
spiritual practices from various faith traditions
including Sufism. This will include meditation and
Dances of Universal Peace. This will be both a time
of deep sharing and quiet solitude. Lunch, drinks,
and snacks will be provided. Cost is $35.00. Funds
go to the HPCUU auction fund. Contact Dana
Lightsey (revdana@hpcuu.org) or the church office
(office@hpcuu.org or 719-260-1080) if you are
interested in attending.

Passionately yours,
Rev. Dana Lightsey
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Faith Formation

Faith Formation
by Jessica Laike

What’s Happening in Faith Formation?
Please note that this is not meant to be a comprehensive list of everything that has happened in the church in regard to
Faith Formation, but instead to serve as a highlight reel of the last couple months and a look at what is coming up in
the next month.

December & January:
Welcome to Snoi Fellows and Bri Keen who joined the Faith Formation team in November!
Dec 13:

Special thanks to everyone involved, especially to the Fesgen family, the Keen Family, the Ghorashi Family,
Dianne McRae, the Southard Family, the Wright Family, the Helvey-Forney Family and the Sucska Family
for preparing and presenting our holiday skits, to the middle school class for providing narration and to Joe
Uveges and all those who made up our adult and children’s choirs for creating our wonderful music.
Finally, an extra special thank you to Rev. Dana Lightsey and Cindy Fesgen for their collaboration in putting
the production together. Thank you all!

Dec 20:

Our 2nd Annual Holiday Bazaar was a great success. Many thanks to Snoi Fellows, Bri Keen and Marianne
Sheldon for organizing the donations and getting everything set up, to everyone who donated items for the
sale, to our middle school and high school youth for assisting our younger students with shopping and
wrapping and most especially to all the wonderful people who stayed after and helped get everything
cleaned up!

Jan 16-18: Andi Hammond and Jessica accompanied 5 youth to the MLK Youth Summit at First Unitarian Society of
Denver.

Faith Formation

Jan 24: Multigenerational Superheroes worship service!

February:
Feb 14:

Children’s Chapel

Feb 23 – March 3: Jessica on Vacation
If you have a group which you believe works toward the goals of Faith Formation please contact Jessica at
dff@hpcuu.org about including your meetings on the monthly list of Faith Formation Programming events.
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President’s Post

The President’s Post
by Julie Feuerbach

B

y now, you all should have heard the exciting news
that Rev. Dana has increased to full-time, at least
through the remainder of this fiscal year. I believe this
will have a positive impact on our developmental
ministry. With this decision, Dana and the board have
demonstrated a mutual belief that Dana and our
congregation work well together, that we are making
positive changes and progress toward our developmental
goals, and that we are all committed to continuing our
combined efforts to ensure a successful developmental
ministry.
So, what is next? When the congregation voted to enter
into developmental ministry, it was with the
understanding that this would be at least a 3-5 year
process. Dana and the board initially agreed to a 3-year
contract, with the understanding that this would be
assessed periodically and could be modified. Now that
we are at the half way mark of our original 3-year

contract, Dana and the board have been assessing our
progress and are discussing our “next steps” with respect
to ministry. On Sunday, February 21, we will have a
town hall meeting after church to engage the
congregation in this discussion. Please plan to attend.
Finally, as this year’s stewardship campaign commences,
I hope you will all think deeply about the impact that
High Plains Church has had, and will continue to have,
on you as an individual, on our church community, and
on the wider Colorado Springs community (and the
world). How much greater could our impact be with the
necessary resources? You will be hearing much more
about our goals for this year’s campaign in the weeks and
months to come. I encourage you to use this time for
deep discernment as you consider your financial
investment in our future.
With much gratitude for you all,
Julie

Welcoming Congregation Team Update:
By Beth Blakney Ingham

A

ll persons have gifts. When society discriminates against individuals
solely because of whom they love or how they identify, individuals
are painfully wounded and our world loses. The Welcoming Congregation
Team has the responsibility for helping the church to be welcoming to the
LGBTQ community. Last spring, we renewed our official Welcoming
Congregation status with the UUA but the team is still working on several
projects.
First, we are having quarterly movie nights with movies that address
LGBTQ Issues either directly or tangentially. Last October we screened
“To Wong Foo, Thanks for Everything, Julie Newmar.” On Apr 15 we plan
to screen “The Imitation Game.” Look for the announcements coming up.

Pridefest is in July and we will start our planning at our April meeting. If you are interested in helping to plan our
participation in Pridefest, you can join us at the first planning meeting on April 7 at 6:30 pm at High Plains or let us
know by emailing the team at welcoming@hpcuu.org.
Finally, we are looking into finding an organization to partner with to help LGBTQ homeless youth in our
community. If you have any information about organizations that may work with these youth or this topic is of
interest to you, contact the team at welcoming@hpcuu.org.
So if you have an interest in learning how and being a LGBTQ advocate, supporting High Plains efforts, and making a
positive impact in our community, contact welcoming@hpcuu.org to join the Welcoming Congregation team.

Articles

Page 7

Issues on Aging

Strategic Planning Committee (SPC) Update

By Betty Davis

By Ann Harris

A

F

s the years go by even the most active of us are
confronted with challenges to our myth of
invincibility as we notice changes in our physical bodies
– reductions in strength and ability. So much of our
popular culture seems to focus on the denial of aging
rather than embracing its reality. In our Issues on Aging
discussion this month we will give each other the gift of
compassionate listening – to our fears, to what we have
observed about our bodies, and the challenge of living
with the reality that death is inevitable. With acceptance
often comes wisdom and joy, and we will share, too,
what we have learned about living fully in this stage of
our lives. Please join us on Saturday morning, February
20, from 10:30 am – noon in the middle school classroom.
Everyone, of any age, is welcome to attend.

International Women's Day:
By Fran Pilch

E

very year the United
Nations' designated
International Women's
Day is celebrated in
Colorado Springs. This
year the theme is "Women
Finding their Voices
Through Art." There will be brunch, art exhibits, and
three speakers on the power of art, at the beautiful Pinery
on the Hill, on Saturday morning March 5. The event
will be emceed by the fabulous Birgitta DePree of the
MAT. Details and reservations at www.IWDColoradosprings.org All are welcome, not just the
ladies!!!

ebruary and March will be busy months for the SPC!
We’re going to be interviewing HPCUU board
members, paid staff and teams/committees. The
purpose of these interviews will be to gather information
to help us answer the critical question posed by the
board: “What should HPCUU’s ministry look like in five
years?” As part of answering this question, we’ll examine
how our current facility helps support our ministry.
As the interviews are being conducted, written surveys
will be made available to the congregation as another
means of providing input. After the interviews have
been completed, we’ll be holding several town hall
meetings to seek additional input from members of the
congregation who have not provided input during the
interview process. All HPCUU voices will be important
to this process and we ask for your help and support as
we embark on this important mission.
SPC members are John Atkinson, Kelley Ghorashi, Ann
Harris, Lee Linnenburger, Larry Sargent and Michelle
Wine.

Annual Chocolate Festival
By Fran Pilch

G

et ready for the annual High Plains Chocolate
Festival, to be held on Sunday, February 14th after
the church service! Sign up sheets for chocolate
contributions will be available every Sunday starting on
January 17th. All chocolate creations will be gratefully
received - cupcakes, cookies, candies, cakes, puddings!
Or you can email Fran Pilch at franpilch@gmail.com to
let her know what you will be bringing. What a great
way to celebrate Valentine's Day!

High Plains Stitchers
Bring your stitching project (knit, crochet, quilting, or any easily transportable
craft) and join us on the 1st and 3rd Thursdays from 9:30 am - 11:00 am. Our
group mainly works on their own projects - but we also create blankets for
members/friends suffering severe illness, undergoing surgery or experiencing a
loss, and to welcome new babies :)
Our Location for this month is - La Tartine Bistro!
The cafe is located in a small shopping center on the NW corner of Academy and
Briargate Blvd (opposite Security Service bank, behind the Burger King).
Don't stitch? Why not come anyway and just "hang out" with us?
Questions? Contact Rosie Carpenter at stitchers@hpcuu.org.
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Intergenerational Book Club
By Heather Mitchell

T
W

hat's more fun than watching the Broncos in the
Super Bowl? Watching it with friends at church!
Let's get together and watch the Super Bowl at church on
Sunday, February 7 at 4:00 pm. Bring snacks to share and
your own drinks. We will have a donation basket out to
pay for childcare. We will have the game playing in the
fellowship hall

Volunteer Fair
and on a screen in
the sanctuary.

T

he Church
Council and
all of the Church
Committees will
be hosting a
Volunteer Fair on February 21 before and after the church
service in the Fellowship Hall. Please stroll through on
your way into the service and on your way out. Stop by
the various committees displayed and become familiar
with all of the wonderful volunteer opportunities at High
Plains Church. This informal “meet and greet” will give
you a chance to ask questions, sign up to help out, and
get involved in making our church the BEST!

Policy Governance Discussion
By Julie Feuerbach, Board President:

I

f you have questions or want to learn more about our
transition to Policy Governance but were unable to
attend the forum on January 10, please contact me at
president@hpcuu.org. We want to ensure that everyone
in the congregation has an opportunity to learn more
about what this transition means for HPCUU and to get
his/her questions answered. I will try to set up a time for
discussion that works for those of you who express an
interest.

Men's Book Club
By Rick Helvey

T

he Mens Book Club will have its first
meeting on Saturday, February 20 at
5:30 pm at Panera Bread at 7344
Academy Blvd. We will discuss the book
Natural Acts by David Quammen.

o coincide with the upcoming
General Assembly theme of
Interfaith, the Intergenerational
Book Club is reading books about
interfaith. Some suggestions: Being
Both: Embracing Two Religions in
One Interfaith Family by Susan
Katz Miller, which is in the
HPCUU Library, and Practical
Interfaith by Steven Greenebaum.
We meet February 3 in the Main
Sanctuary from 6:00 pm - 8:00 pm.

Personnel Committee Volunteers Needed

W

e are in need of 3 people to serve on our Personnel
Committee. Ideally, at least one of the members
should have some Human Resources experience and/or
knowledge. This is an important board committee that is
currently not filled. If you are interested in being on this
committee and/or would like more information about
what this job entails, please contact Julie Feuerbach at
president@hpcuu.org.

BACA Mission Statement

B

ikers Against Child Abuse
(BACA) exists with the
intent to create a safer
environment for abused
children. We exist as a body of
Bikers to empower children not
to feel afraid of the world in
which they live. We stand ready
to lend support to our wounded
friends by involving them with
an established, united
organization. We work in conjunction with local and
state officials who are already in place to protect children.
We desire to send a clear message to all involved with the
abused child that this child is part of our organization,
and that we are prepared to lend our physical and
emotional support to them by affiliation, and our
physical presence. We stand at the ready to shield these
children from further abuse. We do not condone the use
of violence or physical force in any manner, however, if
circumstances arise such that we are the only obstacle
preventing a child from further abuse, we stand ready to
be that obstacle.

BACA will be our February Fourth Sunday Donation Recipient

Fellowship
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Plastic Spoons and Forks? Thanks but No Thanks!
By Robin Laborde

A

s part of our participation in the Green Sanctuary Program, High Plains Church is dedicated to using fewer
resources and being mindful of the choices we make.

In an effort to cut down on the waste we generate, the Fellowship Team has been using donated silverware for our
coffee services for quite some time. The knives, forks, and spoons we put out for coffee service are washed and reused. It’s a small thing, but every bit helps.
That’s why we’re saying “No thanks!” to any further donations of plastic cutlery. Please, if you have plastic ware
to donate, consider giving it to our friends at the Marion House Soup Kitchen. Or better yet, swear off the plastic
and use silverware for your next event!

Movie Night: The Imitation Game

T

he Welcoming Congregation Team is hosting a movie night. The feature film is The
Imitation Game. This movie was an 87th Oscar and 72nd Golden Globe Awards winner; and
was the highest-grossing independent film of 2014.

The Imitation Game describes the real-life accomplishment of a British mathematician, Alan
Turing, who with others tries to crack the enigma code, decrypting German’s intelligence
codes, during World War II. This historically based biography raises a moral dilemma
regarding advance access to information and the “greater good,” as well as documents the
impact of being a gay man during that time. Rated PG-13.
Join us on Friday, April 15 at 7:00 pm at High Plains Church. Popcorn will be provided. If you would like, bring an
appetizer or a dessert to share, and bring whatever you would like to drink. Childcare will be provided if you RSVP
for it to Welcoming@hpcuu.org.
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Sunday Services at 10:00 AM
Come Join Us!
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Please submit your articles for the March newsletter
by February 24, 2016

Rev Dana's Hours:
Tue, Wed, Thu: 11:00 am - 3:00 pm
Please don't hesitate to call her at 970-590-6978
if there is a serious or emergency situation.

editor@hpcuu.org
newsletter@hpcuu.org

Office Hours:
Mon, Thu: 8:30 am - 12:30 pm
Tue, Wed, Fri: 1:00 pm - 5:00 pm

Contact the Publicity team at publicity@hpcuu.org if you would like to place an add in the HPCUU Newsletter.

ReVISIONS by Jonathan
Specializing in Creative Home Improvements - Where ideas Become Reality
Do you need something in your world - fixed, added, or removed?
Projects include: Carpentry, Electrical, Plumbing, Painting, Plastering, Dry walling, Tiling, and many more...
Decks, Kitchens, Basements, Bathrooms, Windows, etc.
Jonathan Herdt - Cell 338-1209

Licensed & Insured

jgherdt@yahoo.com

