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of Northern New Mexico among the orange
mesas and box canyons of the desert
wilderness. But mostly it's just FUN!
About 100 people attend WUULF every
year, mostly from around the Southwest but
some from as far away as the east coast. One
of the biggest contingents is always from
High Plains---usually at least 12-15 of us are
in attendance. Many of the attendees are
"regulars"--folks who come back year after
year.

Features
Articles

Vol 23, No 5

8

M

any of you have heard talk of going to
"WUULF" summer camp (and many
of you have already gone!). What is
WUULF? It stands for Western Unitarian
Universalist Life Festival, and it’s a weeklong intergenerational summer camp. It's
also a spiritual retreat for religious liberals,
and a chance to spend a week at the historic
at beautiful Ghost Ranch, in a remote section
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1825 Dominion Way

Imagine a week of being surrounded by
people who are open to you and your ideas.
Someone else does the cooking. You sleep in
rustic motel-like accommodations, or you
camp in a campground with hot showers
and unlimited FREE ice (now THAT'S
luxury!). There's a brief worship service in
the mornings, happy hour every afternoon
and sing-alongs at night. You can attend
lectures, discussions and workshops on
numerous topics. You can learn a new art
form, like Japanese Kumihomo, or practice
one you already know--painters, sketchers,
poets, musicians, and tie dye masters
abound. You can swim, play comedic
improv games, and do yoga. You can climb
the dramatic Mt. Pedernal, which overlooks
Ghost Ranch. You can hole up in the library,
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which is open 24 hours a day. You can celebrate the
summer solstice in a moving ceremony held at a stunning
natural amphitheater. You can hike on spectacular trails
uncharted by the US Forest Service. You can take a nap
whenever you feel like it. You can tour Georgia
O'Keeffe's former home in nearby Abiquiu, and you can
take a whitewater rafting trip on a local river. If you
brought children, they are off happily being supervised
by a WUULF staff member every other day. If you
brought a teenager, he or she might be preparing for the
landmark coming of age ceremony at week's end. You
can make some new friends, or you can make friends
with someone you see every week at church but
somehow never find the time to talk to. And the best part
about this rich and varied list of activities? Everything on
it is OPTIONAL! You can do what you feel like doing, or
you can do nothing at all!
This year's program theme is “Fun, Facts and Faith.":
Camilla Dodson, the daughter of a Lesotho chief will
bring the Fun; Sherry Burr, an expert on international law
will bring the facts; and Nathan Mesnikoff, director of
spiritual care and volunteer services at Memorial
Hospital, will bring the faith. Take a look at the website
for more info on both the program and myriad of other
activities.

On the map, Ghost Ranch doesn't look all that remote-Santa Fe is 60 miles away, Albuquerque maybe twice
that. But as you drive around a bend in the road and
enter the ancient Piedra Lumbre geologic formation, you
are in a different world. The nagging stresses of daily life
that keep you awake nights drop away as the stunning
natural beauty changes your perspective. And when you
leave, you are likely to take that new perspective with
you.
You don't have to be a UU to go to WUULF. You just
have to be open to a week of relaxation, connection, and
growth. If you have children, you just have to be
prepared to give them a lifetime of happy summer
memories.
If you're interested in attending WUULF this year, act
fast--registration closes May 1, 2016 or when 125 people
are registered, whichever comes first. Registrations
received after May 1, 2016 are subject to availability.
Check out the WUULF website at www.wuulf.org, or
talk to Rick Helvey, a current WUULF board member, or
Amy Plapp, a long time attendee, at coffee hour
following a service at High Plains. Hope to see you there!

Calendar & Services
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Events Calendar - May 2016
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

1
YRUU Youth Group
11:30 am - 1:30 pm
Islamic Society Potluck
Reflection Forum
11:45 am - 12:45 pm

2
Navigators USA
6:00 pm - 8:00 pm

3
Islam Class
7:00 pm - 8:30 pm

4

5
Stitchers
9:30 am - 11:00 am

6

7
SGE Potluck
11:30 am - 2:30 pm

8
Foster Family Support
11:30 am - 01:00 pm
YRUU Youth Group
11:30 am - 1:30 pm

9

10
Faith Formation Team
5:30 pm - 6:30 pm

11
SGE Facilitators
6:30 pm - 7:30 pm

12

13
Hip Parents Group
06:00 pm - 09:00 pm

14

15
YRUU Youth Group
11:30 am - 1:30 pm
Board Forum
11:30 pm - 12:30 pm

16
Navigators USA
6:00 pm - 8:00 pm

17

18

19
Stitchers
9:30 am - 11:00 am
Board Meeting
6:30 pm - 9:30 pm

20
Middle School
Overnight: 6:00 pm ...

21
Middle School
Overnight: ,,,9:00 am
Grounds Workday
9:00 am - 2:00 pm
Issues on Aging
10:30 am - 12:00 pm

22
YRUU Youth Group
11:30 am - 1:30 pm
4th Sunday Forum
11:45 am - 12:45 pm

23

24

25
Church Council
6:30 pm - 8:30 pm

26

27

28
Popcorn Theology
6:00 pm - 9:00 pm

29
YRUU Youth Group
11:30 am - 1:30 pm

30

31

Be sure to check the Events Tag on the website at www.hpcuu.org for additions and corrections to the calendar.

May Services - Blessing
May 1: "Unexpected Blessings" music Sunday with Joe Uveges and Rev. Dana Lightsey. Remember those moments
when the universe just drops something into your lap? How does that happen? What might we do to
instigate such blessings? This service will also welcome new members into our congregation.
May 8: "The Blessing of Birth and Life" with Rev. Dana Lightsey. This Mothers Day we are celebrating the birth of
life, which all of us have and some of us have given to our children. Life is painful and difficult and also
miraculous in every moment. The trick is finding the blessing in each moment. Come celebrate your life
and all our lives given to us by our mothers. We will also dedicate our children into the community with
this service.
May 15: "Serving with Grace: The Spiritual Value of Lay Leadership" with the Leadership Development Team.
UU minister Erik Walker Wikstrom's book "Serving with Grace" provides wonderful guidance about
how lay congregational leadership can not only support a church but also help individual lay leaders
grow and develop as human beings. During a month when our theme is "blessings", join us in
considering how the lay leadership we provide to High Plains is a blessing to ourselves, our community,
the congregation, and even Colorado Springs. The service is followed by a forum on "Lay Leadership
and Meaningful Meetings; everyone is welcome and team leads are especially invited.
May 22: "Bridging: A service of transition" with Jessica Laike. Join us as our high school youth honor the times of
transition in their lives. We will say goodbye to our graduating seniors as they share their experiences of
the youth community and look forward as they move into young adulthood. We will be welcoming in
our rising 9th and 10th graders who will be joining our YRUU Youth Group next year. We will also be
honoring our Sunday school teachers and the important ministry they provide to our children and
youth. You won't want to miss this moving service of acknowledgement, recognition and transition."
May 29: "The Blessing of Remembrance" with Rev. Dana Lightsey. Join us this Memorial Day Sunday, as we reflect
on the deep and powerful blessings of those loved ones who are no longer with us and those who gave
their lives to serve and protect our country. Join us as we share our gratitude for all the ways they have
blessed our lives.
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Minister’s Musings

Minister’s Musings
by Rev Dana Lightsey

I

attended a ministers’ retreat a couple of weeks ago at
a small retreat center just outside of Santa Fe, NM.
This place was on a beautiful plateau on a dusty dirt road
with not another building in sight. It was filled with
beautiful fruit trees and other plants in full bloom,
delightful meditation gardens and paths. I was thrilled.
At last, a place to relax in the beauty of nature! And then
I saw my room. It was a tiny room barely big enough for
a bed and no bathroom. The bathroom was a small
outhouse that everyone shared about 20 yards away. It
was nicely decorated and had running water and
electricity, but it was so tiny there wasn’t even room to
turn around. Then I turned on the water and was struck
with this HORRIBLE smell! It was well water and it was
full of sulphur! Ugh! This place was quickly losing its
charm! The showers (three for all 20+ of us) were about
50 yards away on the other side of the compound!
All of my colleagues were having similar reactions. But
the place itself was so beautiful and enchanting and the
food was great! Soon we started talking about our “first
world problems” and maybe we just needed to change
our perspective. Yes, you had to use a flashlight to go
outside to the bathroom in the middle of the night, but
when do we ever get to see the stars in their full glory
like this? Yes, the sulphur smelled, but it made one’s
skin and hair soft and smooth.
It made me wonder about all of our ancestors who
homesteaded with wells that had sulphur and used true

outhouses without electricity or running water every
day. What about the countless people who live this way
today? It made me appreciate what we usually take for
granted and it helped me let go of my expectations. It
just wasn’t nearly the big deal we all thought it was.
We ended up having the best retreat ever and we all
voted to return. It was a powerful lesson how something
so seemingly awful can turn out to hold unexpected
blessings if we just take time to question our perspective.
Our theme this month is “Blessing”. What in your life
seems like a bother, a problem, even a curse, but if you
just shift your perspective, even slightly, there might be a
blessing or two waiting to surprise you? Maybe, just
maybe our lives are already showered with blessings
everyday but we can’t appreciate them because we don’t
see them. Gratitude is the lens that will make the
blessings clear. A perspective of gratitude is the greatest
blessing we can give ourselves no matter what is
happening in our lives.
May you bless yourself with the perspective of gratitude
to see all the amazing goodness and beauty in your life,
today and always. This shift makes all the difference and
changes everything. Singing in the sulphur showers…
Choosing to feel blessed,
Rev. Dana Lightsey

Faith Formation
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Faith Formation
by Jessica Laike

What’s Happening in Faith Formation?
Please note that this is not meant to be a comprehensive list of everything that is happening in the church in regard to
Faith Formation, but instead to serve as a highlight reel of what is coming up in the next month.
May 2, 6:00 pm:
May 3, 7:00 pm:
May 7, 9:00 am – 12:00 pm:
May 8:
May 10, 5:30 pm:
May 13:
May 15:
May 16, 6:00 pm:
May 22:
May 27:
May 28, 6:00 pm:
May 29:

Navigators USA (UU Scouting group for children age 5 and up)
Getting to Know Islam session 4
Workshop “How to Talk to Kids About Gender” at the Unitarian
Universalist Church of Boulder
Application deadline for Summer Supervisors
Faith Formation Team Meeting
YRUU Overnight
Children’s Chapel
Navigators USA (UU Scouting group for children age 5 and up)
Multigenerational YRUU Youth Bridging Service
Early Registration Deadline for Harry Potter Summer Camp
Young Adult Game Night (open to all young adults 18 – 35ish)
Final YRUU meeting before summer break
Rising 9th graders invited to attend

If you have a group which you believe works toward the goals of Faith Formation please contact Jessica at
dff@hpcuu.org about including your meetings on the monthly list of Faith Formation Programming events.

Now Hiring Summer Supervisors

S

ummer is coming!! Would you like to help run summer education classes for children? HPCUU is hiring 6
summer supervisors to run summer programming. A minimum of 9 Sundays from Jun. 5th – Sept. 4th is required.
Hours from 9:30 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. will be paid at $12/hr. Responsible for planning and executing all summer
programming, with provided curricula and guidance from Jessica Laike, DFF.
If you are interested in applying please send resume and cover letter to faithformation@hpcuu.org by May 8th.
Applicants should be over 18, have experience working with children and youth, and possess strong time
management skills and a positive attitude.
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The President’s Post
by Julie Feuerbach

O

ur annual congregational meeting will be held on
Sunday, June 5, following the service. Please plan
to attend. At the meeting, we will be electing three new
board members (President-Elect, Church Financial
Officer, and At-Large member) and one new member for
the Leadership Development Team. We will also be
approving our budget for the 2016-2017 fiscal year and
some changes to our bylaws to better reflect our shift to
Policy Governance. You will be receiving your notice of
meeting later this month, which will include biographies
of the slated board and LDT candidates.
We anticipate that you may have questions about the
recommended bylaws changes and the budget for next
year. To allow sufficient time for you to get your
questions answered, we will be holding meetings to
discuss these on the following dates: (1) Sunday, May 29,
after church at 11:30 am; and (2) Sunday, June 5, before

In Memory of
Carol Christie Peterson
was born December 26,
1957, in Berkeley and
raised in Oakland,
California. She passed
away March 17, 2016 in
her home in Santa Fe,
New Mexico, after a long
battle with breast cancer.
Carol was a graduate of
The Colorado College,
Class of 1979, where she
earned a degree in
Political Science. A
Carol Peterson and John
member of the Delta
Gamma Fraternity, she was also one of two female disc
jockeys at the college radio station (KRCC). Carol earned
a Law degree at Hastings College of the Law, University
of California, in 1982. She practiced securities law in
Denver, Colorado and the San Francisco Bay Area during
her twenties.

church at 9:00 am.
In June, Reverend Dana and I plan to host a board forum
to talk about the “state of the church.” By that time, we
should have some preliminary information to share with
you about our strategic planning process findings and
will discuss the progress that has been made thus far
with our developmental goals.
I want to thank all of you who have pledged to help the
church financially this year. Together, we can help our
church to be a thriving faith community; a community
that not only inspires and nurtures us, but one that will
make a difference in the wider Colorado Springs
community and the world.
Warmly,
Julie

In 1989, Carol returned to Colorado Springs, CO and the
Colorado College, where she spent a personally and
professionally fulfilling decade as an Admission Director.
For the next decade of her life, Carol focused on
supporting her then husband, David Hennekens, with
various business ventures. Carol met her beloved
significant other, John Cobb, in 2010, and they celebrated
her last years of life together.
After learning how to knit in third grade, Carol had a
project (or ten) in her hands for the rest of her life. Over
the years, knitting brought many dear friends into Carol's
life. Her other passions included skiing, the Unitarian
Universalist church, reading, and following the news and
politics.
Carol was preceded in death by her parents, Alden (Pete)
and Shirley Peterson, and one nephew, Colton Peterson.
She is survived by her sister, Ann Alden Zeise and
husband Fred, in Milpitas, CA, her brother, Frank Pollard
Peterson and wife Sue, in Florence, MT, and her life
partner, John Cobb, in Santa Fe, NM. Other close family
members include three nephews, Scott Zeise, Travis and
Dustin Peterson, one niece, Sara Ellsworth and her son
Gavin, and her uncle’s family, Bill and Barbara Peterson
of San Rafael, CA.
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High Plains Yard Sale

Serving With Grace:

By Rick Helvey
Date: Saturday, May 14

Lay Leadership and Spiritual Practice
By Bret Wright

Place: 3120 Windjammer Drive, home of Rick Helvey
and Jill Forney

O

O

n May 15th , after services, please join your
Leadership Development Team as they host an
open forum aimed at current team and committee leads,
as well as anyone interested in taking on the rewarding
task of leadership in any capacity in the church. Our lay
leadership members will explore the meaning of “Serving
With Grace” as it applies to helping our Board,
committee, and team meeting practices become more
meaningful and spiritual. Please join the LDT in this
wonderful discussion. Bring a lunch, and be prepared to
listen and discuss.

ur yard sale will take place during the Windjammer
neighborhood yard sale, which always draws a
large crowd. This was a very successful fundraiser last
year. Items especially needed are furniture, electronics,
tools, bikes, and larger household items. Please, no
clothing or books. Donations can be dropped off on
Friday, May 13, after 1:00 pm at Rick and Jill's.
Otherwise, items can be taken to the homes of Phyllis
Dunn, 8161 Regiment Ct, or Diane Reichwein, 9245
Gingerhill Ct. after May 1.

Issues on Aging for May:

There is a signup sheet at church for volunteers to work
at the sale on May 14.

Enabling Your Well-Being
By Sue Neufeld

Questions? Contact the Yard Sale Team at
yardsale@hpcuu.org or call the office at 719-260-1080.

W

Book Club
By Heather J. Mitchell

B

ook Club will meet on June 1 at 6:30 pm in the Main
Sanctuary. Our theme is Immigration. Some suggestions:

The Weight of Shadows: A Memoir of Immigration &
Displacement by José Orduña,
A Nation of Nations by Tom Gjelten,

e were not able to meet in April, due to snow; so
we will discuss the April topic on Saturday,
May 21 from 10:30 am - 12:00 noon. Sue Neufeld will
facilitate a discussion about methods to enable your wellbeing as you age. What are some of the longevityboosting habits you currently embrace with regard to
lifestyle, exercise, diet, or personal care? Bring your ideas
of what is working for you, and challenges you see now
and for your future. Our discussion may inform our
future meetings.

Small Group Experience
By Jill Forney

We Need New Names by NoViolet Bulawayo (a novel).

B

ack by popular demand! The Small Group
Experience facilitators are having another SGE
potluck. We got such rave reviews on the last one, we
wanted to open the opportunity to more folks. This is
your no-obligation opportunity to check out the small
group experience and find out why they are so popular,
fulfilling, and important to the church.
On Saturday, May 7, the potluck will start at 11:30 am.
After lunch we will break into small groups, led by
experienced facilitators, and Reverend Dana will lead us
all in check-out and closing words at 2:30 pm. RSVPs are
appreciated but not necessary. Childcare will be
provided.
You can always contact your small group experience
steering committee for more information at
sgm-steering@hpcuu.org.
We hope to see you there!

Articles
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Islamic Society Potluck Reflection Forum

T

hank you! to everyone who planned, cooked, and attended the potluck with the Islamic Society! It was a
tremendous success and we look forward to continuing to build our relationship with the Muslim community.
We will take time to discuss and reflect about our experiences and conversations from the potluck this Sunday (May
1) after the service. Please come and share your insights, questions, and other comments from the evening as we
decide how we want to move forward.

High Plains Stitchers
Bring your stitching project (knit, crochet, quilting, or any easily transportable
craft) and join us on 1st and 3rd Thursdays at La Tartine Bistro from
9:30 am - 11:00 am.
Our group mainly works on their own projects - but we also create blankets for
members/friends suffering severe illness, undergoing surgery or experiencing a
loss, and to welcome new babies :)
The cafe is located in a small shopping center on the NW corner of Academy
and Briargate Blvd (opposite Security Service bank, behind the Burger King).
Don't stitch? Why not come anyway and just "hang out" with us??
Questions? Contact Rosie Carpenter at stitchers@hpcuu.org.

Page 10
HPCUU
1825 Dominion Way
Colorado Springs CO 80918
719-260-1080
Member of Unitarian Universalist Association

Sunday Services at 10:00 AM
Come Join Us!
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Please submit your articles for the June newsletter
by May 26, 2016.

Rev Dana's Hours:
Tue, Wed, Thu: 11:00 am - 3:00 pm
Please don't hesitate to call her at 970-590-6978
if there is a serious or emergency situation.

editor@hpcuu.org
newsletter@hpcuu.org

Office Hours:
Mon, Thu: 8:30 am - 12:30 pm
Tue, Wed, Fri: 1:00 pm - 5:00 pm

Contact the Publicity team at publicity@hpcuu.org if you would like to place an add in the HPCUU Newsletter.

ReVISIONS by Jonathan
Specializing in Creative Home Improvements - Where ideas Become Reality
Do you need something in your world - fixed, added, or removed?
Projects include: Carpentry, Electrical, Plumbing, Painting, Plastering, Dry walling, Tiling, and many more...
Decks, Kitchens, Basements, Bathrooms, Windows, etc.
Jonathan Herdt - Cell 338-1209

Licensed & Insured

jgherdt@yahoo.com

