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Calendar & Services

Events Calendar - July 2016
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

1

2

3
Potluck with Vista
Grande
12:30 pm - 2:30 pm

4

5

6

7
Stitchers
9:30 am - 11:00 am
Strategic Planning
6:00 pm - 8:30 pm
Meditation
6:30 pm - 7:15 pm

8
Jim Scott Concert
7:00 pm - 9:00 pm

9
Grounds Workday
9:00 am - 2:00 pm

10
Foster Family Support
11:30 am - 01:00 pm

11
Harry Potter Day Camp
9:00 am - 3:00 pm

12
Harry Potter Day Camp
9:00 am - 3:00 pm

13
Harry Potter Day Camp
9:00 am - 3:00 pm
Membership Team
6:00 pm - 7:30 pm

14
Harry Potter Day Camp
9:00 am - 3:00 pm
Meditation
6:30 pm - 7:15 pm

15
Harry Potter Day Camp
9:00 am - 3:00 pm
Hip Parents Group
06:00 pm - 09:00 pm

16
Issues on Aging
10:30 pm - 12:00 pm

17
Finance Team
11:30 am - 1:30 pm
Church Council
11:30 am - 1:00 pm

18

19

20

21
Stitchers
9:30 am - 11:00 am
Meditation
6:30 pm - 7:15 pm

22

23

24

25

26

27

28
Meditation
6:30 pm - 7:15 pm

29

30

31

Be sure to check the Events Tag on the website at www.hpcuu.org for additions and corrections to the calendar.

July Services - Freedom
July 3: "The Pursuit of Freedom" with Jon Keen and HPCUU's Jazz Ensemble. On this day before July 4th, Jon Keen will share
his insights as a passionate UU, a student of history, and his work in the military. What is freedom and what is the
price of freedom for each of us? What lessons might we learn from the WWII generation? Special jazz music
presented by Fran Pilch, Tom Ward, Amy Plapp, Steve Nye, and Dana Lightsey. Don't forget the community potluck
with Vista Grande Community Church after the service!
July 10 at 9:00 am: "Together We Stand" with Rev. Dana Lightsey and Rev. Clare Twomey. Please join us for this combined
service with High Plains Church, UU and Vista Grande Community Church (UCC). This service brings together our
two communities for the common goal of supporting rights and equality for all LGBTQ people. Recent hate crimes
and hate speech have been a sad demonstration that our work to end the oppression of the LGBTQ community is
not over. Come join us for this service as we combine our support to multiply our efforts for positive change toward
the treatment of our loved one's who happen to be gay, lesbian, bisexual, transgender, or queer.
The service begins an hour early at 9:00 am and will end at 10:00 am so everyone can participate in the Gay Pride
Parade in downtown Colorado Springs.
July 17: "Gaia, Mother Earth and the Oneness of Everything" with Jim Scott. We will celebrate the earth with Jim's original
songs and readings along with his personal reflections on the idea of Mother Earth or "Gaia" being one living
organism. Our "spiritual response" in word and action is so timely now, as "the spirit of life on earth is in crisis".
Jim's uplifting songs provide the balance to the wake up call, leaving us a vision and inspiration to take the healing
into our own hands.
July 24: "The Keys to Freedom" with Rev. Dana Lightsey. Our monthly theme this month is "Freedom". There are certain kinds
of freedom that only we, as individuals, can grant ourselves. A certain longing may arise in us that calls us to live
much differently than we are. Perhaps we feel trapped by our circumstances. As UU's, our faith tradition
encourages us to live a meaningful and fulfilling life by answering our deepest calling. What is that for you? What
is the key to your freedom?
July 31: "Magic in All: The Wisdom of Harry Potter" with the Faith Formation Team. Come welcome the High Plains children,
teachers, and Faith Formation Team, who will share life lessons and experiences from their "Chalice of Fire" summer
camp in this multigenerational service.

Minister’s Musings
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Minister’s Musings
by Rev Dana Lightsey
“If you have come here to help me, then you are wasting your time. But if you have come because your liberation is bound up with mine, then let us work together.”
—Aboriginal Activists’ Group

I

first learned about the notion of freedom from
studying the revolutionary war and the principles on
which our country was founded. For decades I
considered myself “free”. But the more I have learned of
oppression and even slavery in our world today, I realize
that other’s oppression is oppressive to all.

This is an exciting time, for we can do so much more
together than we can do in isolation. VGCC social justice
values are very similar to ours and they are willing
partners. At the very least, we are building a social
justice coalition to strengthen our impact in Colorado
Springs and beyond.

This month, as we explore the theme of “freedom”, we
will look at freedoms given by our government, the need
for freedoms that are absent or diminished for many in
the U.S. and across the world, and we will consider the
personal freedoms we are given, but may not live as fully
as we could.

Interfaith work, whether it is with VGCC or with the
Islamic Society or other faith communities, always has
the effect of teaching us about ourselves and our own
faith tradition. Just when we think we are learning about
others, we find that we are challenged to discover more
about ourselves and there is always freedom in that.
Working together in partnership with many
organizations and groups, including those in need,
enables us to build meaningful relationships that guide
our work to end oppression and strengthen everyone’s
freedom.

This month begins an important time in the life of
HPCUU as we begin to discern our possible relationship
with Vista Grande Community Church. We are having a
potluck with our two communities at HPCUU on July 3,
at 12:30 pm to begin getting to know each other. The
following week, we will join together (an hour early at
9:00 am) to support LGBTQ rights and freedoms on July
10, with a collaborative worship service led by myself
and VGCC minister, Clare Twomey. Our communities
will then participate together in the annual Pride Parade
in downtown Colorado Springs.

Bostyn Kay Bennett
By Rev Dana Lightsey

M

any of you have been asking about my
daughter's baby, so I wanted to let you
know that baby, Bostyn, was born on Tuesday,
June 21 at 7:44 pm (PDT). She is, of course, as
beautiful as can be and we are all delighted to
welcome her into the world!
Thanks for asking about her!

So this is an invitation to discover new relationships and
grow new personal and community freedom for the
benefit of all. Freedom is about having choices. I hope
you choose to be a part of this great, life-changing work,
for yourself and for countless others.
In partnership,
Rev. Dana Lightsey
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Faith Formation

Faith Formation
by Jessica Laike

Getting to know Vista Grande Community Church
Potluck, Sunday, July 3 at 12:30 pm
Bring a dish and come greet the folks from VGCC.
We hope you will bring a dish to share (see below) and join us!
A-E Appetizer
F-J Main Course
K-O Salad/Side Dish
P-S Beverages
T-Z Dessert
Please bring enough to feed 6-8 people, label your food (recipes are appreciated), and put your name on anything that
needs to return home with you. This promises to be an event filled with fun, good food, and community.

HPCUU and VGCC at PrideFest
Combined Service, Sunday, July 10 at 9:00 am
HPCUU and VGCC for a combined worship service on July 10 at 9:00 am for PRIDE FEST. After the service, we
J oin
will participate in the Pride Parade. Our theme is “Everybody Deserves…” and all the marchers and riders will
carry signs with what “everybody deserves” such as the right to marry and the right to use the bathroom of their
choice.
On the day of the event, church will start at 9:00 am and get out promptly at 10:00 am so we can all get down to the
parade. Before and after church, we will have poster board and markers so you can make your “Everybody Deserves”
sign. Dress in rainbow colors, preferably with a HPCUU or a UU shirt. Don’t forget your hat and your sunscreen.

Everybody deserves somebody
who makes them
look forward to tomorrow

President’s Post
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The President’s Post
by Fran Pilch

Hello everyone!

A

s of July 1, I take over the responsibilities of
President of the Board of High Plains Church. In
this, my first message to you as President, I want to
express my gratitude to the outgoing Board members –
the incredible Jim Montgomery, the unstoppable Al Sly,
and the irrepressible Amy Plapp! The past year has
proven to be highly educational for me – I have learned a
lot about our church and all the wonderful people who
work to make it the vibrant organization it has become.
Jim has dedicated the past three years (and more) to
church leadership. Al never seems to lose his sense of
humor and demonstrates to all of us how we can serve
our community and the world. Amy has spent countless
hours putting our financial house in order and
recommending wise financial initiatives. On behalf of all
of us, THANK YOU to these outgoing board members.
A word about Julie Feuerbach: Julie has been a terrific
leader, and she has truly dedicated herself over the years
to the mission of High Plains. She is wise, extremely well
organized, and has taken on much of the burden of
reviewing and rewriting our policies to bring them into
line with the Governance-Ministry model we have
adopted. She will continue on the board as the “mentor”
President under our new system of the “three year
president term – one as President-Elect, one as Acting
President, and one as Past-President” You cannot
possibly know the effort she continually puts into High
Plains! Thank you, Julie!

As a board we had a highly productive year in 2015-16.
We initiated the Strategic Planning Committee that is
undertaking a broad review of where we are and where
we might head as a church, especially in terms of our
facility. We have begun a dialogue with Vista Grande
church (UCC), exploring ways in which we might
cooperate. We have begun thinking seriously about
safety and security issues. Through Rev Dana’s
initiative, we have developed a positive relationship with
the Colorado Springs Muslim Community. And so much
more!
I very much look forward to working with the new
board. Our new members are Glenn Rohlfing, PresidentElect; Tom Ward, CFO, and Karen Clemmensen, at-large
member. I plan to be in the church most Wednesdays,
and would always welcome the opportunity to talk with
you about High Plains. One of my favorite poems begins
with “I live my life in ever- widening orbits.” I hope to
get to know each and every one of you! Most of all, thank
you for what you have done, currently do, and will do in
the future for High Plains!
Fran Pilch,
President of the Board of Trustees

Jim Scott

F

rom his work with the Paul Winter Consort, where he was co-composer of
their celebrated "Missa Gaia/Earth Mass" Jim has long been an activist for
peace and the earth with his music. Former co-chair of the UU Ministry for the
Earth, Jim helped create the ""Green Sanctuary"" program. His songs of earth
have educated and inspired audiences across the US and the world and his "Earth
and Spirit Songbook", supported by a grant from the Fund for Unitarian
Universalism, has been widely acclaimed by UU congregations.
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Social Justice

Colorado Springs Pridefest
By Beth Blakney Ingham

We are still looking for a trailer, flatbed truck or a pickup truck to use in the parade. If you have one you will
be willing to loan to us or even drive for us, please
contact Welcoming@hpcuu.org.

Fourth Sunday Donation
By Amanda UdisKessler

O

T

he Colorado Springs Pridefest Parade is Sunday July
10th. We will be collaborating with Vista Grande
Community Church to sponsor a float and march in the
parade. Our theme is “Everybody Deserves…” and all
the marchers and riders will carry signs with what
“everybody deserves” such as the right to marry and the
right to use the bathroom of their choice.
On the day of the event, church will start at 9:00 am and
get out promptly at 10:00 am so we can all get down to
the parade. Before and after church, we will have poster
board and markers so you can make your “Everybody
Deserves” sign. Dress in rainbow colors, preferably with
a HPCUU or a UU shirt. Don’t forget your hat and your
sunscreen.

ur 4th
Sunday
recipient in July,
in keeping with
LGBT Pride
month, is the Educational Fund of One Colorado. One
Colorado describes itself as "the state’s leading advocacy
organization dedicated to advancing equality for lesbian,
gay, bisexual, and transgender (LGBT) Coloradans and
their families. We effectively advocate for LGBT
Coloradans and their families by lobbying the General
Assembly, executive branch, and local governments on
issues like safe schools, transgender equality, relationship
recognition, and LGBT health and human services. We
also work to change the hearts and minds of everyday
Coloradans on LGBT issues. Through our public
education efforts where we tell the stories of the barriers
LGBT Coloradans face every day, we have started to
change public opinion about LGBT families in Colorado."
Our donations will go specifically to the One Colorado
Educational Fund in order to support the arm of the
organization that works to change hearts, minds, and
public opinion about Colorado LGBT people and
families. Please donate generously!

High Plains Stitchers
Bring your stitching project (knit, crochet, quilting, or any easily transportable
craft) and join us on 1st and 3rd Thursdays at La Tartine Bistro from
9:30 am - 11:00 am.
Our group mainly works on their own projects - but we also create blankets for
members/friends suffering severe illness, undergoing surgery or experiencing a
loss, and to welcome new babies :)
The cafe is located in a small shopping center on the NW corner of Academy
and Briargate Blvd (opposite Security Service bank, behind the Burger King).
Don't stitch? Why not come anyway and just "hang out" with us??
Questions? Contact Ruby Doyle at stitchers@hpcuu.org.

Articles

Grounds Team
By Vivian Wiley

S

ummer is officially here and Grounds' next Workday
is July 9th from 9:00 am till 2:00 pm. Please be
prepared for the heat. All help is appreciated and there
are sign-up sheets/tasks near the food table.
The June Workday had a very wonderful turnout of 12
individuals who weeded the front areas, picked up trash,
picked up trimmings, cut small trees, mowed and
trimmed shooters. Thanks to all for the many tasks
accomplished with great participation. We hope the July
turn-out will be as successful!
The Grounds Team would like to especially thank John
Frisbie for the riding lawn mower, trimmer, and trash
pick-up on the 1st Workday of the Season. A second
thanks goes out to Bob McGuffee who was available
through week days to help on the grounds with various
tasks and especially the extra hand with one of the
valves. Marshall has completed both repairs on the
valves (with Al’s help as well) and the sprinklers are on
for the summer with the assistance of a rain sensor. A
second task of draining of the ponds was completed at
one point till the afternoon rains have re-filled them, so
seems that will be an on-going job. There are always redo’s of the tasks accomplished and more to defeat the
Grounds growth, but yay we have been able to save
money on the bigger tasks (trees, fence, and valves), save
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the plants/trees, and make considerable changes to
sprucing up the grounds. Great jobs accomplished

Issues on Aging
By Sue Neufeld

O

ur topic for July is Aging in Place. Most of us want
to stay in our homes as long as possible as we age.
What can we do to make our homes more secure and
mobility-friendly? What are potential hazards in our
homes and how can they be reduced?

Intergenerational Book Club
By Heather J Mitchell

T

he Book Club's August theme is "U.S. Outdoors
Adventures." Choose any book, fiction or nonfiction,
on that topic. Some suggestions: Wild by Cheryl Strayed
and Blue Highways by William Least Heat-Moon. We
meet August 3 at 6:30 pm in the Main Sanctuary.
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Sunday Services at 10:00 AM
Come Join Us!
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PrideFest

Please submit your articles for the August newsletter
by July 26, 2016

Rev Dana's Hours:
Tue, Wed, Thu: 11:00 am - 3:00 pm
Please don't hesitate to call her at 970-590-6978
if there is a serious or emergency situation.

editor@hpcuu.org
newsletter@hpcuu.org

Office Hours:
Mon, Thu: 8:30 am - 12:30 pm
Tue, Wed, Fri: 1:00 pm - 5:00 pm

Contact the Publicity team at publicity@hpcuu.org if you would like to place an add in the HPCUU Newsletter.

ReVISIONS by Jonathan
Specializing in Creative Home Improvements - Where ideas Become Reality
Do you need something in your world - fixed, added, or removed?
Projects include: Carpentry, Electrical, Plumbing, Painting, Plastering, Dry walling, Tiling, and many more...
Decks, Kitchens, Basements, Bathrooms, Windows, etc.
Jonathan Herdt - Cell 338-1209

Licensed & Insured

jgherdt@yahoo.com

