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W

ould you like to get to know the folks
from Vista Grande? High Plains
Church UU and Vista Grande UCC are
having a party! We’ll have some fun getting
to know each other.

If you would like to participate in a white
elephant gift exchange, bring a small,
wrapped item. Nothing fancy or expensive,
just something you have around the house is
fine!

The potluck begins at 5:00 pm on December
3rd at HPCUU. Dinner will be followed by a
White Elephant gift exchange and then a
wonderful concert by the HPCUU Choir, Joe
Uveges, and the VGCC Choir, and caroling.
People of all ages are welcome!

Please sign up on the Fellowship Counter or
by sending an e-mail to
fellowship@hpcuu.org and let us know how
many will be attending and what you plan
to bring.
Childcare will be provided, but please RSVP
with number of children and their ages to
office@hpcuu.org.

Getting in the
Holiday Spirit!
HPCUU is all decked out for the holiday
season! John Atkinsons, Karen Clemmensen,
Ann Harris and Patricia Rose from the
Aesthetics Team would like to send a special
shout-out to the High Plains elves (aka Evee
Waller, Marianne Sheldon, Nancy Bentley,
Dennis Downing and Dianne McRae) who
helped us bring the holiday spirit to our
sanctuary and fellowship area!

High Plains Church - Unitarian-Universalist

1825 Dominion Way

Colorado Springs, CO 80918
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Calendar & Services

Events Calendar - December 2016
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday
1
Stitchers
9:30 am - 11:00 am
Theology on Tap
6:00 pm - 8:00 pm

Friday
2
Social Justice Movie
6:00 pm - 9:00 pm

Saturday
3
Mindfulnes for Youth
9:30 am - 11:00 am
Pageant Rehearsal
10:00 am - 12:30 pm
VG/HP Holiday Party
5:00 pm - 7:00 pm

4
CUUPS Meeting
11:30 am - 12:30 pm
Coming of Age
12:00 pm - 2:00 pm
Our Whole Lives
12:00 pm - 2:00 pm

5
Navigators USA
6:00 pm - 8:00 pm

6
Aesthetics Team
6:30 pm - 8:30 pm
One Dharma
7:00 pm - 8:30 pm

7
Book Club
6:30 pm - 8:30 pm

8
9
Theology on Tap
6:00 pm - 8:00 pm
Holiday Healing Service
7:30 pm - 8:30 pm

10
Mindfulnes for Youth
9:30 am - 11:00 am
Popcorn Theology
6:00 pm - 10:00 pm

11
Holiday Bazaar
11:00 am - 12:00 pm
YRUU Youth Group
12:00 pm - 2:00 pm

12
Spanish Conversation
6:00 pm - 7:00 pm

13

14
Faith Formation Team
5:30 pm - 7:00 pm

15
Stitchers
9:30 am - 11:00 am
Theology on Tap
6:00 pm - 8:00 pm

16
Board Meeting
9:30 pm - 12:00 pm
Hip Parents Group
6:00 pm - 9:00 pm

17
Marian House
7:00 am - 10:00 am
10:00 am - 1:00 pm
Holly King Gathering
2:00 pm - 4:00 pm
Yule Ritual
5:30 pm - 7:30 pm

18
YRUU Youth Group
12:00 pm - 2:00 pm

19
Spanish Conversation
6:00 pm - 7:00 pm
Navigators USA
6:00 pm - 8:00 pm

20

21

22
Theology on Tap
6:00 pm - 8:00 pm

23

24
Christmas Eve Service
7:30 pm

25

26

27
Social Justice Team
5:30 pm - 7:30 pm

28

29
Theology on Tap
6:00 pm - 8:00 pm

30

31

Be sure to check the Events Tag on the website at www.hpcuu.org for additions and corrections to the calendar.

December Services - Presence
Dec 4:

“Imagine That!” with Rev. Dana Lightsey. Why does this church exist? What is our purpose? What
makes us different from a mere social club? Where does the power and potential of this church and the
needs of the world meet? As we work through the process of creating a sustainable situation for
ourselves, we must answer these questions, to define our purpose and give us a direction that is big
enough and bold enough to be worthy of this congregation.
After the service the board is hosting a “World Café” style meeting with the congregation to gather your
input. Come be a part of this important conversation about our future!

Dec 8:

“Holiday Healing Service” with Rev. Dana Lightsey. The holidays can be an especially painful time
making feelings of loss much more difficult and profound. Please join us for this quiet interfaith healing
service of readings and music to remember and honor those relationships and loved ones who are
missing from our lives this holiday season. Special music by Joe Uveges, Karen Wilsey, and Jessica Laike.
Refreshments and conversation will follow the service.

Dec 11:

Holiday Pageant “Holy Moments: Celebrating Interfaith Holidays” HPCUU Children, youth, Choir,
Rev. Dana Lightsey, Jessica Laike, DFF. This multi-generational service celebrates many faith traditions
from around the world with stories and songs performed by adults and children in our congregation.
Come support our children and families and celebrate the many faiths that are sources of our own UU
faith. This service will be slightly longer than most. We will have a few special guests from other faith
traditions joining us.
(Continued on page 3)
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Minister’s Musings
by Rev Dana Lightsey

From the December Soul Matters packet for Small Group Ministry

What Does It Mean To Be
A Community of Presence?

“S

piritually, presence can mean two
radically different things. On the one
hand, contemplatives talk of “being present.”
Presence from this perspective is all about
awareness and remembering to “live in the
moment.” On the other hand, theologians tend
to come at presence from the perspective of
“otherness.” Their concern is not just that we
pay attention to the present moment, but that
we notice a transcendent Presence that is
woven through all moments.
This month, we refuse to takes
sides. Attentiveness or otherness? Who says
we have to choose? Isn’t it true that, more often
than not, they dance together more than they
compete? Isn’t it true that when we are most
present, a powerful presence emerges? Pay
attention to your child and slowly a confidence
and unique self unfolds. Pay attention to the
flow of your breathing or the flow of the ocean
and something bigger than yourself enters the
December Services

scene. Look for a long time at a singular tree
and eventually it presents itself to you as a
world in and unto itself.
The underlying message here is that the world
is full of unnoticed gifts and grace. It’s a
message perfectly fit for this month that so
often celebrates presents over presence. In the
face of commercials and billboards that tell us
our lives will finally be complete if we stuff
them with a few more shiny objects or plastic
gadgets, our spiritual traditions come along
and remind us that our lives are already
complete. Their message: The greatest gift of
the holidays is noticing the many gifts that have
been sitting there all along.
So how will you engage this dance? What
powerful and meaningful presence is waiting
for you to be present to it? What gift is waiting
and wanting to emerge? What will your
awareness bring into being this month?”
With you in the present moment,
Rev. Dana Lightsey

(Continued from page 2)

Dec 18:

“The Golden Thread” with Rev. Dana Lightsey. Our theme for the month of December is “Presence”. Have
you ever had an experience when you take time to be fully in the present moment, perhaps in nature,
perhaps at key peak moments of your life, and in that moment you transcend your everyday awareness?
You feel connected to all of life. You become aware of a presence that you usually don’t notice. Call it Spirit
of Life, or Interconnected Web of Existence, or nothing at all, but somehow, we truly are all connected. This
service will explore the science and the mysticism of the interconnected nature of reality.

Dec 24:

“Love Arrives” with Rev. Dana Lightsey. Please join us for this beautiful evening of lessons and carols. From
proclaiming the birth of Jesus, to the quiet beauty of lighting candles and singing Silent Night, this evening
service will be a reflection on love being born during the darkest of times. Special music by Joe Uveges.

Dec 25:

There is no Sunday service on Christmas Day.

Jan 1:

Join us for the “Champagne and Chocolate New Year’s Celebration” with Dianne McRae and Cindy Fesgen.
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Faith Formation

Faith Formation
by Jessica Laike

What’s Happening in Faith Formation?
Every Thursday

Theology on Tap at Whistle Pig Brewery at 6:00 pm

December 3:

Mindfulness for Children with Sister Ayya Dhammadhira
for children age 5-8 at 9:30 am – 10:00 am
Mindfulness for Children & Youth with Sister Ayya Dhammadhira
for children age 9 and up at 10:15am – 11:00 am
All Church Holiday Party at 5:00 pm
CUUPS (Covenant of Unitarian Universalist Pagans) Meeting at 11:30 am
Coming of Age (9th-10th grade) & Our Whole Lives (11th – 12th grade) at 12:00 pm – 2:00 pm
Navigators USA (co-ed UU scouting group) at 6:00 pm – 8:00 pm
One Dharma with Ayya Dhammadhira at 7:00 pm
Holiday Healing Service at 7:00 pm
Mindfulness for Children with Sister Ayya Dhammadhira
for children age 5-8 at 9:30 am – 10:00 am
Mindfulness for Children & Youth with Sister Ayya Dhammadhira
for children age 9 and up at 10:15 am – 11:00 am
Holiday Pageant Dress Rehearsal at 8:00 am - 9:30 am
Multi-Generational Holiday Service at 10:00 am
High Plains Holiday Bazaar at 11:00 am
Spanish Conversation Class with Alcira Estevez at 6:00 pm – 7:00 pm
Faith Formation Team Meeting at 5:30 pm – 7:30 pm
Children’s Chapel
YRUU Holiday Party
Spanish Conversation Class with Alcira Estevez at 6:00 pm – 7:00 pm
Navigators USA (co-ed UU scouting group) at 6:00 pm – 8:00 pm

December 4:
December 5:
December 6:
December 8:
December 10:

December 11:

December 12:
December 14:
December 18:
December 19:

If you have a group which you believe works toward the goals of Faith Formation please contact Jessica at
dff@hpcuu.org about including your meetings on the monthly list of Faith Formation Programming events.
Rev. Dana, Jessica and the Faith Formation team hope you will join us on December 11th for our multigenerational
holiday service “Sacred Stories of Light and Dark.” This multi-generational service celebrates many faith traditions
from around the world with stories and songs performed by both adults and children from our congregation. The
children have been practicing every week learning the music for the pageant and can’t wait to show off all their hard
work. Come support our children and celebrate the many faiths that are sources of our own UU faith.
Back again this year, High Plains is having a Holiday Bazaar on December 11th immediately after the service. Join us
as we transform our space into a holiday market for our kids to "shop" (no real money will be exchanged) for treasures
to give their family this holiday season, complete with a wrapping station. What do we need from you? We need
donations! Please bring in your gently used or new items you no longer need to donate for the bazaar. De-clutter your
closets and give to the church at the same time! Donations may be placed in the box located beneath the Faith
Formation board right outside the nursery. Please deliver all donations to the church by December 7th.

President’s Post
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The President’s Post
by Fran Pilch

Hello Everyone!

A

s some of you know, I have been pretty busy in
South Carolina dealing with hurricane devastation
to my sons’ house there. While I was there I saw a cute
cartoon – one blue heron standing by a lagoon faces
another blue heron. An alligator is creeping up on the
latter. Blue heron #1 says, “By the way, I want to talk
over an important issue with you.” Blue heron # 2 says,
“I hate talking about issues! Let’s discuss something
else!”
I am HAPPY to report that I DON’T think this applies to
High Plains Church. I have been gratified by the extent to
which our congregants have engaged in the issues facing
the church regarding our financial security and our
facility. Our first priority, as the HPCUU Board, has been
to provide our membership with information and
transparency about the process in which we are all
participating. Our second priority is to actively seek your
input and preferences on the options that the board has
deemed the MOST viable for our church. The December
4th meeting after the church service will be focused on
that end. Once we have as complete an idea of our
membership’s preferences as possible, we will consider
those and finalize our board’s recommendations, which
we plan to present at the congregational meeting on
January 8th. We will do everything we can to be sure that
everyone is informed of our recommendations AND the
reasoning behind those recommendations.
Since my last report to you, the board has met biweekly
to develop a survey that will fairly represent the viable
options facing us, and solicit your preferences. We will
have this survey ready on December 4th. Prior to
completing the survey, please give deep consideration to
one very important issue. Would you be willing to
engage in a capital campaign, and if so, what kind of
financial contribution would you be able/and or willing
to contribute. Would you be willing to increase your
pledge to the church? Do you see your financial

contribution to the church increasing, decreasing, or
staying the same each year for the next five years or so?
Before we can truly assess our options, we NEED you to
answer this question honestly. For example, you might
think, “I would be willing to make a onetime donation of
X amount to a capital campaign to reduce High Plains’
debt burden, while maintaining my current pledge
level.” OR, “I cannot/do not wish to increase my
financial commitment to High Plains at this time nor in
the foreseeable future.” I simply want to remind you that
our financial problem is not trivial. Raising an extra
$30,000 will not provide us the sustainability that we
need for balancing our budget PLUS deferred
maintenance like fixing up the parking lot and dealing
with the golf course, let alone making the changes that
are desired by many of us – like renovating the kitchen or
providing restrooms for the RE modular. We are talking
about a truly substantial additional commitment from as
many of our members as possible, if we are to pursue the
option of staying in our present facility.
Our community needs High Plains now more than ever.
A friend of mine, Stephany Rose, was just put on a
“watch list” of “liberal” professors. This truly frightens
and appalls me. Stephany is an Associate Professor in
Women’s and Ethnic Studies at UCCS and is the pastor of
the Ebenezer Baptist Church. She has indicated to me that
she would love for our churches to get together sometime
to stand in solidarity against the rising tide of hatred,
racism and bigotry in our country. I hope we can make
that happen soon. We can be the liberal voice of Northern
Colorado Springs. There is no issue with our need to
“stay relevant.” We ARE relevant, and we need to
support each other and all those who stand for fairness,
respect, and justice for all.
Looking forward to working with each and every one of
you as we make this journey together.
Fran Pilch,
President of the Board of Trustees
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Articles

Auction News:
By Gretchen Hein
High Plains Annual Auction Saturday January 21, 2017 6:00 pm to 8:00 pm

T

his year more than ever the Auction team hopes to raise
over $15,000 for the church. In order to do that we need
to think outside the box about donations for this fundraiser.
This year the team has written a script for all of you to use
when you speak with merchants that you frequent. By
asking businesses to contribute to our auction, we will offer
them the opportunity to be in a High Plains directory of
local businesses and organizations. This directory educates
church members on those who supported the church, and
provides businesses /organizations ongoing marketing. The
script will be on the church website under Auction as well as
donation forms.
Another new idea this year was to ask for members to
decorate a Silent Auction Table based on our theme of Rock
and Roll. There will be a signup sheet on the Fellowship
counter along with the signup sheet for the Appetizers.
Please consider decorating a table, members of the Auction
team will help you with ideas, just ask.

SAVE THE DATE
2017 High Plains Church Annual Auction

When: Saturday January 21, 2017
Where: High Plains Church
Time: 6:00 pm to 8:00 pm
There will be a Silent Auction and Live Auction
Live entertainment
Food and Beverages
Opportunity for drawings
CONTACT Gretchen Hein for more information

We are taking donations, hard copy sheets are on the right hand side of the desk at church. That is where you can
return them. Soft copy forms are on the church website under Auction. Remember your personal donations of
dinners, services, and art are the most popular so start getting them in.
And finally, this is a party!!!!!!
We need times to celebrate as a community, to support our ongoing message to the greater community, so please put
this date on your calendar: Saturday January 21, 2017 6:00 pm to 8:00 pm.

Thanksgiving Day Potluck

O

ur annual Thanksgiving Day potluck was held again this
year with 38 HPCUU members and friends joining together
to enjoy each other’s company and share a fabulous dinner! A
very special thanks to HPCUU newcomer, Connie Wiggins, for
coordinating this year’s event! Thanks, too, to everyone who stayed after dinner to help clean-up and to Jennifer
Wiggins, Connie Wiggins, Robin Laborde, Robin’s father Jack, Dennis Downing, Ann Harris and Gail Protheroe for
setting up on Wednesday. We are truly a blessed community with much to be thankful for!

High Plains Stitchers
Bring your stitching project (knit, crochet, quilting, or any easily transportable
craft) and join us on 1st and 3rd Thursdays at La Tartine Bistro from
9:30 am - 11:00 am.
Our group mainly works on their own projects - but we also create blankets for
members/friends suffering severe illness, undergoing surgery or experiencing a
loss, and to welcome new babies :)
The cafe is located in a small shopping center on the NW corner of Academy and
Briargate Blvd (opposite Security Service bank, behind the Burger King).
Don't stitch? Why not come anyway and just "hang out" with us??
Questions? Contact Ruby Doyle at stitchers@hpcuu.org.

Articles
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Holiday Bazaar: Donations Needed

B

ack again this year, High Plains is having a Holiday
Bazaar on Dec. 11 immediately after the holiday
pageant. We transform our space into a holiday market
for our kids to "shop" (no real money will be exchanged)
for treasures to give their family this holiday season,
complete with a wrapping station.
What do we need from you? We need donations!
Please bring in your gently used or new items you no
longer need to donate for the bazaar. De-clutter your
closets and give to the church at the same time!
Donations may be placed in the tub located beneath the
Faith Formation board outside the nursery.

High Plains Youth Stand with Standing Rock

O

ur high school youth group believes that the water
protectors at Standing Rock are protecting not just
their own water and land, but waterways which affect all
of us and therefore have decided that their service project
this year will be to collect donations to support the water
protectors at Standing Rock and make a weekend
pilgrimage up to the reservation to deliver them.
The water protectors are in desperate need of items to
help them make it through the impending winter these
include winter jackets, boots, heavy socks and sub-zero
sleeping bags as well as Lowes and Verizon pre-paid gift
cards. Please also take a look at their Amazon wish list
for additional items they need.

If you would like to make a donation, please contact
Jessica to coordinate.
If you are interested in supporting our pilgrimage to the
camp or in joining us, please contact Jessica directly at
dff@hpcuu.org
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Sunday Services at 10:00 AM
Come Join Us!

Inside:
Holiday Potluck with Vista Grand Church
Minister’s Musings
President’s Post
Auction Information

Rev Dana's Hours:
Tue, Wed, Thu: 11:00 am - 3:00 pm
Please don't hesitate to call her at 970-590-6978
if there is a serious or emergency situation.

Send Comments to:
Send Articles to:

editor@hpcuu.org
newsletter@hpcuu.org

Please submit your articles for the January newsletter
by December 26, 2016

Office Hours:
Mon, Thu: 8:30 am - 12:30 pm
Tue, Wed, Fri: 1:00 pm - 5:00 pm

Contact the Publicity team at publicity@hpcuu.org if you would like to place an add in the HPCUU Newsletter.

Re

by Jonathan

Specializing in Creative Home Improvements - Where ideas Become Reality
Do you need something in your world - fixed, added, or removed?
Projects include: Carpentry, Electrical, Plumbing, Painting, Plastering, Dry walling, Tiling, and many more...
Decks, Kitchens, Basements, Bathrooms, Windows, etc.
Jonathan Herdt - Cell 338-1209

Licensed & Insured

jgherdt@yahoo.com

