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Calendar & Services

Events Calendar - February 2017
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

1

2
Stitchers
9:30 am - 11:00 am
Theology on Tap
6:00 pm - 8:00 pm

3
Parent/ Child U&I
6:00 pm - 8:30 pm
Social Justice Movie
6:00 pm - 9:00 pm

4
CUUPS - Imbolc
6:30 pm - 8:30 pm

5
Finance Team Meeting
11:30 am - 1:00 pm
5th/6th OWL Meeting
11:30 am - 12:30 pm
CUUPS Meeting
11:30 am - 12:30 pm
YRUU Youth Group
12:00 pm - 2:00 pm

6
Navigators USA
6:00 pm - 8:00 pm

7
Young Adult OWL
6:30 pm - 9:00 pm
Aesthetics Team
6:30 pm - 8:30 pm

8
Faith Formation Team
5:30 pm - 7:30 pm
Religion and Health
7:00 pm - 8:30 pm

9
Faith Formation Team
5:30 pm - 6:30 pm
Theology on Tap
6:00 pm - 8:00 pm

10
CUPPS Spirituality
6:30 pm - 9:00 pm

11

12
Chocolate Festival
11:30 am - 12:30 pm
Foster Family Support
11:30 am - 01:00 pm
5th/6th Grade OWL
12:00 pm - 3:00 pm
YRUU Youth Group
12:00 pm - 2:00 pm

13

14

15
HPCUU TED Talks
7:00 pm - 8:30 pm
Religion and Health
7:00 pm - 8:30 pm

16
Stitchers
9:30 am - 11:00 am
Theology on Tap
6:00 pm - 8:00 pm

17
Board Meeting
9:30 am - 12:00 pm
HiP Parents Group
6:00 pm - 9:00 pm

18
Marian House
7:00 am - 10:00 am
10:00 am - 1:00 pm
Issues on Aging
10:30 am - 12:00 pm

19
Coming of Age
12:00 pm - 2:00 pm
11th/12th Grade OWL
12:00 pm - 2:00 pm

20
Navigators USA
6:00 pm - 8:00 pm

21

22

23
Theology on Tap
6:00 pm - 8:00 pm

24

25

26
5th/6th Grade OWL
12:00 pm - 3:00 pm
YRUU Youth Group
12:00 pm - 2:00 pm
CUUPS-Bingo/Soup
3:00 pm - 6:00 pm

27

28
Social Justice Team
5:30 pm - 7:30 pm

Be sure to check the Events Tag on the website at www.hpcuu.org for additions and corrections to the calendar.

February Services - Identity
Feb 5: "UU History of Hope" with Rev. Dana Lightsey. We come from a long proud history of both
Unitarians and Universalists. UU’s have been discovering and creating hope during dark times
for hundreds of years. Who were these people and what is the legacy they have given us to
help us hold on to hope now?
Feb 12: "Social Justice in Colorado Springs" with Kevin Mitchell. Kevin is a local rap artist and social
justice activist. He will share his music and words from the Colorado Springs Women's March
and other current endeavors.
Feb 19: "The Humanist Perspective" with Rebecca Hale. Rebecca, President of the American Humanist
Association in Colorado Springs, will speak about the Humanist movement and the history of
Unitarians and Universalists. The Humanist movement has been an integral part of Unitarian
Universalism since the early 20th century. Come learn how it is still a major part of our UU
identity.
Feb 26: "The Story of HPCUU" with Rev. Dana Lightsey. As we look ahead to big changes for the
church, let us revisit the story of High Plains Church, Unitarian Universalist and how we have
arrived at this key turning point.

Minister’s Musings
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Minister’s Musings
by Rev Dana Lightsey
Who am I? My answer: I am everyone whose being-in-the-world affected was affected by
mine. I am anything that happens after I’ve gone which would not have happened if I had not
come. Nor am I particularly exceptional in this matter; each ‘I’, every one of the now-sixhundred-million-plus of us, contains a similar multitude. I repeat for the last time: to understand me, you’ll have to swallow the world. ~Salman Rushdie

T

he promises and the actions of our new president are
changing the fabric of the world before our very
eyes. And with these changes, we too are changing
through our responses. His actions are awakening beliefs
and passions in this country that are a much more
powerful force than any of us realize. The stunning,
breathtaking proof of this came the day after the
inauguration when almost 4,000,000 people marched in
Women’s Marches around the world. We had 7000 in
Colorado Springs and over 30 from our congregation.
As Salman Rushdie’s quote suggests, for every action we
take, we change ourselves and we change the world.
Never have I witnessed such a powerful example of this
change in action than the day of these marches.
And, in the midst of this new world-wide movement,
HPCUU is taking bold new actions to create a new
sustainable future for us, which will give us the resources
and opportunity to have a much greater impact in the
community and in the world. We have started down the
path of sharing space and collaborating with Vista
Grande Community Church (UCC) and potentially
sharing a building with the Soka Gakkai International
Buddhist Center. The roots of an Interfaith Center are
already growing.
The theme of the month for February is “Identity”.
“How are we a people of Identity?” Our identity is
always changing. It is grounded in the identity of those
UU’s who have come before us and it changes with every
life that is touched by our existence. We are not a
building, and yet, our identity is impacted by the spaces
we inhabit. Moving into a sustainable situation means

moving out of our current location – a location and space
that has served this congregation well for the past 10
years. Your identity went through a big shift when you
moved in and we must celebrate and honor the
enormous positive impact this facility at 1825 Dominion
Way has had for many, many people.
Identity is always shifting and changing, but there is also
a core identity that stays the same. Now is the time for
that core to strengthen us as we face the new challenges
of oppression towards women, Muslims, immigrants,
people of color, poor people, and GLBTQ people. Never
in my lifetime has our country needed such powerful,
organized action, advocacy, and resistance. Our country
and world need us, and our innermost being calls us to
let our identities change into the people who answer that
call, day in and day out.
Change is difficult and painful, even when we choose it.
Feelings are running high and getting raw with each
day’s latest developments. Do not isolate yourself if you
are feeling upset by the changes in our government or in
our church. Reach out and connect. Call me or call
someone else in the congregation. Show up and get
involved in any way that feels right to you, because we
need one another to talk to and to support each other.
For at our core identity is the power of love to heal each
other and heal the world. Our hope lies in our
connections to each other and the wider global
community that shares our values.
In solidarity and union,
Rev. Dana Lightsey

Welcoming 16 new members on January 29
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Faith Formation

Faith Formation
by Jessica Laike

S

upport our youth! This month the
4th Sunday Collection will be going
to support our high school youth trip to
the annual national gathering of
Unitarian Universalists known as
General Assembly (GA). This year GA is
taking place in historic New Orleans,
Louisiana. New Orleans is known as a
place of re-birth following the
devastation of Katrina in 2005. Many
Unitarian Universalists have contributed
time and funds in the effort to rebuild
both the city and the congregations in
the area. By going to New Orleans, we
can both celebrate our successes and
recommit to the relationships that have
been forged with this community.

This will be our fifth consecutive year to bring youth to
this event, and each year our single largest fundraiser is
this 4th Sunday collection. The true cost of this trip comes
out to between $1000 and $1200 per youth, which covers
transportation, registration, accommodation and food.
Needless to say the majority of our families would not be
able to participate in this trip at this cost. It is our goal
each year to keep the out of pocket cost for this trip to
$350 per youth or less, with additional scholarships and
funds available for those youth with serious financial
need. We are committed that finances never be the reason
a youth cannot participate in a church-sponsored trip or
activity, but it order to make this a reality, we need your
help.

“Attending GA made me realize I might want to be a
military chaplain. I feel more connected to my faith than
ever before.” - Kendra Burdick, after GA trip 2013

All funds raised by March 31st will be eligible for
matching by our national association (the UUA), up to
$500 per youth. For the past 3 years we have been
fortunate enough to receive some grants and scholarships
from the UUA, and we are hopeful this year will be no
exception. However, those grants and scholarships are
dependent upon the level of congregational financial
support we are able to show.

“I think I might want to be a minister!” – shared by
Dezerai Maul during GA 2015

On February 26th you will have the opportunity to
support our youth and this life-changing trip by giving
during the 4th Sunday collection. Additional donations
will also be accepted throughout the month, simply

include “Youth GA Trip” on the memo line of your check
and drop it off, or mail it, any time this month.
I want to leave you now with a few quotes from youth
who have attended previous trips:

“Not only was this trip a part of my growth in historical
learning, but I grew spiritually as well. It allowed me
alone time, time with my fellow youth, time with the
adults and time for self-reflection in between it all. I
believe that this and other trips I have been on with my
UU community have led me to my calling.” – Morgan
Day, after GA trip 2014

“I think everyone will agree any expectations we
might've had were far beyond met. Not only was the trip
a great learning experience, it was fun, exciting, and
created memories that will last a lifetime.” – Logan Bliss,
after GA trip 2015

Faith Formation
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What’s Happening in Faith Formation?
Please note that this is not meant to be a comprehensive list of everything that has happened in the church in regard to
Faith Formation, but instead to serve as a highlight reel of the last month and a look at what is coming up in the next
month.
Every Thursday: Theology on Tap at Whistle Pig Brewery at 6:00 pm
February 5:
February 6:
February 7:
February 8:
February 9:
February 12:
February 15:
February 19:

February 20:
February 21:
February 26:

February 28:

5th/6th Grade OWL Mandatory Parent Orientation at 11:30 am
YRUU Youth Group at 12:00 pm - 2:00 pm
Navigators USA (co-ed UU scouting group) at 6:00 pm - 8:00 pm
Young Adult OWL at 6:30 pm - 9:00 pm
Religion and Health – What the Science Tells Us at 7:00 pm - 8:30 pm
Faith Formation Team Meeting at 5:30 pm - 7:30 pm
5th/6th Grade OWL at 12:00 pm - 3:00 pm
YRUU Youth Group at 12:00 pm - 2:00 pm
Religion and Health – What the Science Tells Us at 7:00 pm - 8:30 pm
Children’s Chapel
Coming of Age for 9th-10th graders at 12:00 pm - 2:00 pm
Sr. High OWL for 11th-12th graders at 12:00 pm - 2:00 pm
Navigators USA (co-ed UU scouting group) at 6:00 pm - 8:00 pm
Young Adult OWL at 6:30 pm - 9:00 pm
4th Sunday Collection to support Youth Trip to General Assembly
5th/6th Grade OWL at 12:00 pm - 3:00 pm
YRUU Youth Group at 12:00 pm - 2:00 pm
Young Adult OWL at 6:30 pm - 9:00 pm

If you have a group which you believe works toward the goals of Faith Formation please contact Jessica at
dff@hpcuu.org about including your meetings on the monthly list of Faith Formation Programming events.

High Plains Stitchers
Bring your stitching project (knit, crochet, quilting, or any easily transportable
craft) and join us on 1st and 3rd Thursdays at La Tartine Bistro from
9:30 am - 11:00 am.
Our group mainly works on their own projects - but we also create blankets for
members/friends suffering severe illness, undergoing surgery or experiencing a
loss, and to welcome new babies :)
The cafe is located in a small shopping center on the NW corner of Academy
and Briargate Blvd (opposite Security Service bank, behind the Burger King).
Don't stitch? Why not come anyway and just "hang out" with us??
Questions? Contact Ruby Doyle at stitchers@hpcuu.org.
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President’s Post

The President’s Post
by Fran Pilch

Hello Everyone!

A

fter a truly inspirational church service on January 29th, in
which Cindy Fesgen and Rev Dana called upon all of us to
respond, in love, to the challenges we are experiencing as a
nation and world, we held our congregational meeting on the
future of our church.
At that meeting, the congregation voted to accept the
recommendations of the Board, which are included at the end
of this message. The vote was 96 YES, 7 NO, and 2 abstentions.
I am grateful for this clear mandate, and I want to say thank
you to everyone for their respectful questions and concerns. The
next steps for the Board are 1) to decide on a real estate agent
and list our property for sale; 2) to negotiate with Vista Grande
on the contract between our churches concerning the sharing of
space; 3) to negotiate with the owner of the Buddhist Center
building on renting space from them, primarily for our religious
education; 4) deciding on a strategy for our move, upon the
sale of our property (what stays, what goes, what is stored, etc.);
and 5) deciding on next steps in pursuit of the vision of an
interfaith center. I am sure we will need a lot of help as we go
forward with our plans.
The Board has visited the Buddhist Center building, located on
Union, very close to Vista Grande. A portion of that building is
vacant and available for rent (it is located on the Southern side
of the building). In my view it is a wonderful space. The lobby
has a cathedral ceiling and is filled with greenery, and there is
space for administration, with three or four rooms in addition.
It has three restrooms and a mini-kitchen area. The Board
agreed that if we can hold it for rental until the sale of our
building we would have solved a major issue concerning our
move to share space with Vista Grande.

Another new development is a meeting we held on Thursday
evening, January 26th, with the Board of All Souls Unitarian.
This meeting was attended by our respective boards, and we
had a frank and open discussion about our mutual desire to
further the values we cherish, and to strengthen UnitarianUniversalism in Colorado Springs. Rev. Dana presented our
vision of a future interfaith community along with current
trends and thought in Unitarian Universalist churches. We hope
to develop steps to further our collaboration in the very near
future.
This month I want to give a shout out to the Board and to Rev.
Dana. They have worked very very hard on making our
decision-making as inclusive as possible and on providing clear
and comprehensive communication to the congregation.
Special thanks to Rick Carpenter, who has served the Board as
secretary with professionalism and insight! He prepared the
agenda and the ballots for our important vote. Tom Ward has
consistently stepped up to provide his help on understanding
financial issues. Board, and Rev Dana, Thank You! And thanks
to one and all for your engagement in the process and your
respectful dialogue.
It is amazing to me how in the midst of a truly transitional
period for High Plains our wonderful congregation continues to
provide stability and FUN!!! The auction was terrific, and has
provided a much needed boost to our finances. Coming up is
our Chocolate Festival on February 12th. Bring something
delicious and then stay a few moments after Church to watch
our incomparable auctioneer Joe Uveges in action as we decide
what to buy and take home with us.
With love and respect to each of you,
Fran

Board Recommendations, January 2017

W

e, the Board of High Plains Church Unitarian Universalist, recommend the sale of our facility and property
located at 1825 Dominion Way, Colorado Springs.

We additionally recommend that HPCUU rent space from Vista Grande Church, located at 5460 North Union Blvd,
Colorado Springs, for an unspecified period of time, subject to satisfactory resolution of legal and logistical issues.
If legal/logistical issues cannot be resolved satisfactorily, or if the relationship with Vista Grande proves sufficiently
problematic, we recommend further exploration of rental options with a preference for renting from another faith
community.
Finally, the HPCUU Board recognizes the strong endorsement by the congregation for the vision of an interfaith
center in which HPCUU would play a significant role. In light of this endorsement, we recommend that this vision be
promoted and pursued by our minister and our leadership.

Prayer Breakfast
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Interfaith Prayer Breakfast Photos
By Ann Harris

A

number of HPCUU members attended the Interfaith Prayer Breakfast held on Inauguration Day at Vista Grande
Community Church. Special thanks to Rev. Dana, Rev. Clare Twomey, Carla Vogel, Sister Aya Dhammadhira &
Arshad Yousufi who shared messages of solidarity, inclusion and hope with those in attendance. The event was
covered by both KKTV and the Gazette (http://gazettecom/colorado-springs-interfaith-prayer-breakfast-called-agathering-for-hope-after-election/article/1594818).
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Auction Report

Auction Report
By Gretchen Hein - Auction Chair

W

e had a very successful Auction last Saturday night. As of now we made $14, 573.00. We have 2 items that
could potentially bring in another $3000.00. I’m keeping my fingers crossed.

It’s always a pleasure to head it up because everyone steps up to make it successful. All of us have different gifts and
the following folks make the Auction happen because of their gifts.
Let me start by thanking Rick and Gloria Carpenter, John Donlin and Joe Nerad. They are the ones who really work
with the software to input everything so we can have bid sheets, bid numbers, a catalogue, and purchase sheet so we
can collect the money from you.

Snoi Fellows made beautiful album cover posters. Everyone is a work of art and they are now in the hands of members
who bid on them in the Live Auction. Thank you Snoi.
Our band was fantastic, providing us with toe
tapping, dancing Rock and Roll while we
munched and bid. Thank you Joe Uvegas, Eddie
Lieberman, and Amanda Udis-Kessler, and our
backup singers, Patricia Rose and Deb Donley
Joe Catalano brought us a great selection of wines
and hard cider and served as our bartender. Thank
you.
Gail Prothero never, ever, leaves an event until the place is in tip top shape. Thank you Gail.
And to everyone who helped set up, put back and brought appetizers. Thank you.
Thank you to my husband Bill Hein who as always steps up and does everything I ask him to do.
Carol Harper for her creative talent, hard work and moral support for me. And Pamela Brown, our Auctioneer
Saturday night. Everyone asked if Pam would be back. Her daughter Wiley Fry, said she is moving to Wyoming, but
she will do her best to coax her mom back for our next Auction in November. Your talents all mesh with my passion
which is to give everyone a great time and make money for our church. I consider the Auction a community building
event. (I sincerely hope I have not misspelled anyone’s names.)

Articles

Book/Media Sale

Issues On Aging For February

Fundraiser At HPCUU In March

Senior Discounts
By Sue Neufeld

S

ue Neufeld and her book-loving Covenant Group
friends will hold a used book/media sale at HPCUU
on March 19th. All proceeds will be given to the church.
Please go through your adult and children’s books, CDs,
and DVDs and consider donating them to the church for
the sale. You may deliver them to the church between
the 12th and 18th of March, in bags or boxes. We will
sort them and have them out for sale on tables before and
after the Sunday service on March 19th. Please don’t
bring textbooks and older media (audio- and
videotapes), as they don’t sell well. This will be a great
chance for you to purge your bookshelves before you
reload them with these great bargains. We will set up for
the sale the afternoon of March 18th, so get your
donations in. You may call Sue Neufeld if you have
questions (260-9625).

Book Club
By Heather Mitchell

B

ook Club's topic for March is
Inventors and Inventions.
Read any book, fiction or
nonfiction. Some suggestions: the
novel The Last Days of Night by
Graham Moore, Inventology: How
We Dream Up Things That
Change the World by Pagan
Kennedy. We will meet on March 7
at 6:30 pm in the Main Sanctuary.
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D

id you know that the best kept secret for seniors
has been the $10.00 Lifetime National Park Pass?
There will be a big jump in the cost for a lifetime pass for
those over 62 sometime this year – to $80! If you qualify
and don’t have one, get yours soon. At our next Issues
on Aging meeting, 10:30 am -12:00 noon on Saturday,
February 18, 2017 in the Middle School classroom, Sue
Neufeld will discuss some local and national offers for
seniors only. Come and learn about ways to save.

From the Editor
By Ed Kortman - Newsletter Editor

T

his is your newsletter. If you attend a church event
or an event that supports our goals and beliefs,
please think about writing an article for the newsletter.
Everyone carries a camera with them everywhere, take
photos of your event and send them to the newsletter
editor.

Joys and Sorrows are brief statements at Sunday services.
If you would like to share additional information, it can
be published here. Joys, sorrows, concerns, and life
events like birthdays and anniversaries, births and
deaths, graduations etc can all be acknowledged here.
If you are in a small group or U&I group, think about
writing an article about what your group did last month.
Please send articles and photos to newsletter@hpcuu.org.
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HPCUU
1825 Dominion Way
Colorado Springs CO 80918
719-260-1080
Member of Unitarian Universalist Association

Sunday Services at 10:00 AM
Come Join Us!

Inside:
Send Comments to:
Send Articles to:

Minister's Musings
DFF on GA
Presidents Post
Auction Report

editor@hpcuu.org
newsletter@hpcuu.org

All articles for the March newsletter must be received by the end
of day on February 23, 2017.

Rev Dana's Hours:
Tue, Wed, Thu: 11:00 am - 3:00 pm
Please don't hesitate to call her at 970-590-6978
if there is a serious or emergency situation.

Office Hours:
Mon, Thu: 8:30 am - 12:30 pm
Tue, Wed, Fri: 1:00 pm - 5:00 pm

Contact the Publicity team at publicity@hpcuu.org if you would like to place an add in the HPCUU Newsletter.

Re

by Jonathan

Specializing in Creative Home Improvements - Where ideas Become Reality
Do you need something in your world - fixed, added, or removed?
Projects include: Carpentry, Electrical, Plumbing, Painting, Plastering, Dry walling, Tiling, and many more...
Decks, Kitchens, Basements, Bathrooms, Windows, etc.
Jonathan Herdt - Cell 338-1209

Licensed & Insured

jgherdt@yahoo.com

