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Calendar & Services

Events Calendar - November 2017
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

1
Church Council
6:30 pm - 8:30 pm

2
Stitchers
9:30 am - 11:00 am

3

4
DBT Training
8:30 am - 5:30 pm

5
YRUU Youth Group
10:00 am - 12:00 pm
DBT Training
5:30 pm

6
LDC Class Prep
9:00 am - 11:00 am
Navigators USA
6:00 pm - 8:00 pm

7

8
LDC Class
6:30 pm - 8:30 pm

9

10
Covenant Group
2:00 pm - 4:00 pm
CUUPS Class
6:30 pm - 9:00 pm

11
Annual Auction
6:00 pm - 8:00 pm

12
YRUU Youth Group
10:00 am - 12:00 pm

13

14
Faith Formation Team
5:00 pm - 6:30 pm

15

16
Stitchers
9:30 am - 11:00 am

17
Hip Parents Group
6:00 pm - 9:00 pm

18
Issues on Aging
10:30 am - 12:00 pm

19
YRUU Youth Group
10:00 am - 12:00 pm

20
Navigators USA
6:00 pm - 8:00 pm

21
Book Club
6:30 pm - 7:30 pm

22

23
Thanksgiving Potluck
1:00 pm

24

25

26
YRUU Youth Group
10:00 am - 12:00 pm

27

28

29

30

Be sure to check the Events Tag on the website at www.hpcuu.org for additions and corrections to the calendar.

November Services - Abundance
Nov 5: "Bread Communion" with Cindy Fesgen, Rev. Dana Lightsey, and Danielle Heimer. This
Sunday we delve into Abundance by sharing a Bread Communion. Please bring a
bread to share that is special to you. How can we be a people of Abundance within
ourselves, our church, and our community?
Nov12: “The Gifts and Sacrifices of Military Service” with Rev. Dana Lightsey. Join us as we
recognize, honor, and thank our veterans and active duty members of the armed forces.
Nov 19: "The Power of the People" with hip hop artist and activist, Kevin Mitchell. This service
is about how we can strengthen our community in Colorado Springs.
Through his music and his words, Kevin will introduce us to the ideas of
Empowerment, Solidarity, and Network. This will be how we as a
community in solidarity can stand for social justice.
Kevin Mitchell is a local activist, and musician. He is the Executive
Director at The Empowerment Solidarity Network (ESN). Kevin and
other like minded comrades created this grassroots, non profit
organization specifically for the empowerment of the community. ESN
truly believes in All Power to the People because there is no greater
community resource than the people themselves.
Nov 26: "Music Sunday" with Joe Uveges.

Minister’s Musings
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Minister’s Musings
by Rev Dana Lightsey
"When a great ship is in harbor and moored, it is safe, there can be no doubt. But that is not
what great ships are built for." - Clarissa Pinkola Estes

S

ometimes I feel like we are in some great novel. The
Great Adventures of High Plains Church, UU. Yes
my friend, we are out there on the high seas, everybody
doing their part to keep the ship upright in the wind and
turbulence, sailing towards our destination even as we
are tossed up and down on the great swells of the ocean.
Our theme for the month of November is “Abundance”.
How are we a people of “Abundance”? Abundance is a
perspective. It is about seeing and experiencing the
fullness of life all around us. It is recognizing that life is a
gift with every breath we take. It is about engaging with
life, creating our own path out of the abundance that
surrounds us.
We, as a church, realized over a year ago that we have to
move. We don’t have the money to pay for our building
and keep up with its needs, nor does it seem the money
will be there in the future. This is our reality. And now,
our plan to move in with Vista Grande Community
Church is not going to happen. What is the perspective
of abundance with this?
Abundance is not about being blind to the truth. It is
about seeing the possibilities and opportunities in each
situation. We could look at our situation from the
perspective of scarcity, which would cause us to react
from fear, to shut down, circle the wagons, and just try to
survive, which, ironically, is the choice to forget one’s
purpose and instead die slowly. Instead, the board and I,
invite you to choose the perspective of abundance as we
work together to keep this ship afloat and sailing toward
our destiny.
Alcira Estevez found a great quote last week after
learning the news that Vista Grande has pulled out of
sharing their space with us. "Failed plans should not be
interpreted as failed vision. Visions don't change. They
are only refined. Plans rarely stay the same, and are
scrapped or adjusted as needed. Be stubborn about the
vision, but flexible with your plan."- John C Maxwell
So, our plans are changing. It is a time of great
possibility and opportunity for creating the future we
want for High Plains Church, UU. But what exactly is
that future? Last year, as we engaged in a discernment
process with the congregation about whether or not to
sell and move, we learned that the large majority was
supportive of bringing together many faith traditions to

build a strong coalition to affect meaningful change in
Colorado Springs. This sentiment was also very strong
about bringing 3-5 faith communities together in one
facility or campus to create an interfaith center and share
the cost of the facility. I am redoubling my efforts to find
the right organizations to work with us as we pursue this
vision.
As exciting as this idea is, we need to make sure it is part
of the larger vision of our congregation. It is time to
reconsider our vision and the mission of High Plains
Church because we need a clear focus and direction. We
need to understand our purpose for existing if we have
any hope of creating our future. We also need to make
sure it is what the large majority of the congregation
wants. To this end, we will be in a church-wide
conversation throughout the year about our vision, our
mission and our developmental goals.
It is my great hope that throughout this process we can
continue to stay aware of the abundance that surrounds
us. Every day I am around you, I am amazed at what we
manage to create together. It is such a delight for me to
work with all of you, witnessing your talents, skills,
creativity, commitment, and wholehearted good will. I
see clearly how our abundance and vitality comes from
each other.
So take heart, mates. We have the best crew (all of you)
sailing this ship, and by doing the work that lies ahead,
we will find our way to our destiny.
Thank you for being on this
great adventure!
Rev. Dana Lightsey
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Faith Formation

Faith Formation
by Jen Keating

What’s Happening in Faith Formation?
All Month (every Sunday):

Nursery from 10:00 am to 11:15 am
PK-8th Grade Classes from 10:15am to 11:15 am
YRUU from 10:00 am to 12:00 pm

Thursday, November 2:
Friday, November 3:
Saturday, November 4:
Sunday, November 5:

Monday, November 6:
Wednesday, November 8:
Friday, November 10:
Saturday, November 11:
Sunday, November 12:
Thursday, November 16:
Friday, November 17:
Saturday, November 18:
Saturday, November 18:
Sunday, November 19:
Monday, November 20:
Sunday, November 26:

Stitchers from 9:30 am to 11:00 am
The Wailing Ceremony from 3:00 pm to 10 pm
Comprehensive DBT Training:
Working with the Suicide and Self-Harming Epidemic from 8:30 am to 5:30 pm
Bread Communion
Comprehensive DBT Training:
Working with the Suicide and Self-Harming Epidemic from 8:30 am to 5:30 pm
Navigators USA (a co-ed UU scouting group) from 6:00 pm to 8:00 pm
Leadership Development Class from 6:30 pm to 8:30 pm
CUUPS Spirituality Class from 6:30 pm to 9:00 pm
Annual High Plains Auction from 6:00 pm to 8:00 pm
Veteran’s Day Service
Stitchers from 9:30 pm to 11:00 am
Open Covenant HiP Parents’ Group from 6:00 pm to 9:00 pm
CUUPS Spirituality Paths Expo from 10:00 am to 5:00 pm
Issues on Aging from 10:30 am to 12:00 pm
Children’s Chapel from 10:00 am to 10:20 am
Transgender Day of Remembrance
Navigators USA (a co-ed UU scouting group) from 6:00 pm to 8:00 pm
Music Sunday; Thanksgiving Weekend

If you have a group which you believe works toward the goals of Faith Formation please contact Jen Keating at
interimDFF@hpcuu.org about including your meetings on the monthly list of Faith Formation Programming events.

A

K-1 and 7th-9th Grade OWL Offered This Year!

s part of our ongoing commitment to offering comprehensive sexuality education for the
children and youth of our congregation, we are offering both the K-1 and 7th-9th Grade
levels of Our Whole Lives this year in the Spring of 2018. Unfortunately, several of our recently
trained facilitators for the 7th-9th grade level have moved away recently and will be unable to
teach as originally planned. As such we are in need of TWO MORE male or non-female identified
Jr. High OWL facilitators. We cannot provide these life-changing programs without participation from the
congregation. High Plains will cover the cost of training, and the soonest, closest training will be
from Friday, November 17- Sunday, November 19 in Salt Lake City, UT. See the following link for
more information: https://www.slcuu.org/programs/religious-education/item/644-owl-training
-registration. If you are interested in facilitating or have any questions about OWL, please email
Jen Keating at interimDFF@hpcuu.org.

President’s Post
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The President’s Post
by Glenn Rohlfing

C

hange is difficult. Losing my father at the age of
three and living with an alcoholic mother, I moved
often in Detroit, Michigan; when she passed away at the
age of 11, I ended up living with my half sister in
California for only about two years before I moved yet
again to group homes, then to temporary foster homes,
back to group homes, in-and-out of temporary homes for
the holidays, and finally to a permanent foster home at
the age of 15 where I had the most stability in my life as a
child and adolescent. This shuffling around continued
when I joined the military, until I finally landed in
Colorado Springs in 1994. What I remember most is not
the place I made residence in, but the people who along
the way cared about me, showed me compassion
(especially when I believed there was no such thing) and
helped to preserve what humanity I hold today. I am
grateful to all of those people who touched my life and
showed me that community, while filled with complex
relationships, pratfalls, obstacles, and tribulations, is
worth fighting for. Nothing material has ever imparted
that lesson on me.

on our building as they are waiting to sell theirs; they are
currently fielding offers on their property. Our Board
and Real Estate Committee team understand that an offer
is not an offer until it’s made. We are continuing to work
hard with our realtors to draw more interest, and to put
ourselves in the best possible position. Our finance team
and our CFO, Tom Ward, are working hard to create a
budget where we live within our means, create a strong
reserve (something this church hasn’t had since the
purchase of our current building), and preserve this
community. We have not given up on a shared space
model either, and Reverend Dana is looking for other
churches and communities to share resources, and with
an emphasis on our ability to preserve our identity as
UUs at High Plains. Preserving this community is our
first goal; we are also looking to preserve our
programing. Besides living within our means, landing on
solid ground means that we have a welcoming space
where we will hold our services, join in community,
educate our children, and advocate for our principles on
the North side of Colorado Springs.

What an opportunity we have here at High Plains to
preserve our community! The UUA not only sees our
congregation as a community worth preserving, they
want to see us financially healthy. We are working with
them to help this church transition and land on solid
ground. That should be news exciting to everyone. Our
realtors also informed us that the daycare center group
views our facility as their number 1 choice; they are not
balking at our asking price. They haven’t placed an offer

“The people there, the community, the lessons that I
learned,” states former President Barrack Obama,
“they’re all based right in this few square miles where
we’ll now be able to give something back and bring the
world back home after this incredible journey.”
In this time of transition, let’s continue to learn from each
other, let’s help to sustain each other and our church, and
let’s build our church where we gather in community.
Kindest Regards, Glenn Rohlfing

High Plains Stitchers
Bring your stitching project (knit, crochet, quilting, or any easily transportable
craft) and join us on 1st and 3rd Thursdays at La Tartine Bistro from
9:30 am - 11:00 am.
Our group mainly works on their own projects - but we also create blankets for
members/friends suffering severe illness, undergoing surgery or experiencing a
loss, and to welcome new babies :)
The cafe is located in a small shopping center on the NW corner of Academy
and Briargate Blvd (opposite Security Service bank, behind the Burger King).
Don't stitch? Why not come anyway and just "hang out" with us??
Questions? Contact Ruby Doyle at stitchers@hpcuu.org.
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Auctiom

High Plains Annual Auction

“Rockin’ the Summer!”
Fun
Music
Silent Auction
Live Auction
Saturday November 11th, 2017
from 6:00 pm to 8:00 pm
Donate Here

Articles

“Church on the Move”
by Karen Clemmensen

I

n the early 1990s an intrepid group of about 20
members of All Souls Unitarian Universalist Church
planted a new UU church slated to be “a beacon of liberal
religion in northern Colorado Springs." Jack and Sue
Majors spear-headed that effort and current members,
Betty Davis and Sue Neufeld were important to its
success..
From that moment until 2007 High Plains ChurchUnitarian Universalist was a “church on the move”—literally. As its membership grew, HPCUU housed itself
in homes, office buildings, store fronts, and educational
institutions. For many years it was a “church in a box”
storing important documents and objects in the homes of
its leaders or occasionally in tiny closets allowed by its
landlords and bringing out those objects each Sunday
morning to prepare for worship services and carefully
storing them away until the next Sunday. Board and
team meetings had to be held in homes or in public
places like Pikes Perk. A permanent home was always a
dream of that growing congregation.
Then in 2006 Rev. Matthew Johnson-Doyle discovered
that Mountasia Family Fun Center had been put up for
sale at a significantly lowered price. Investigations by the
church’s facilities task force suggested that this could be a
permanent home for HPCUU and the congregation
overwhelmingly voted to purchase the property. Then
there ensued a massive effort by three-quarters of the
membership to physically convert the family fun center
to a family worship center.
Under the construction
guidance of Jonathan
Herdt, they pulled green
grass carpet from walls
and floor and laid grey
carpet tiles on the floor
and cut, installed,
mudded, primed and
painted sheetrock below
the chair rail in the
sanctuary area. They jack-hammered up dirty and
cracked tile in the fellowship area and installed new
ceramic tile on the floor. A few men received a “red
badge of courage” from flying tile chips. Whole families
primed and painted over the dark walls in the nursery
and main building. To replace the dilapidated ones from
Mountasia, Larry Sargent designed and built two
counters that could house long tables when not in use. A
church family donated kitchen cabinets that were
installed in the church kitchen. The tiny owner’s office
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and closet was remodeled to serve first as the DRE’s
office and more recently as the minister’s office. Lights
and sound system were installed. A boat pond which
served a family of ducks for a while had to be
demolished both for liability reasons and to become the
base for four modulars that were lifted by cranes over the
main building and
settled on foundations
built there. The
modulars became
classrooms so that the
church’s children did
not have to trek across
the parking lot for
religious education.
Eighteen twenty-five Dominion Way has served the High
Plains Church family well in the ten years of its existence.
It brought the church membership together as a family
working to create their church home. It has served us as a
worship center on Sundays and as a site for social events,
for educational events, for community concerts, for fund
raisers like our church auction and for weddings and
memorials. Unfortunately, the economy dealt us a blow
almost immediately after we negotiated loans to
purchase the property. With the loss of long-time
generous donors recently, the HPCUU church family
simply cannot afford to maintain the property.
This is a sad time for the long-term members who
remember the effort it took to create this physical church
home and who remember the big dreams we had for its
continued development and consequent influence on
northern Colorado Springs. This is also a time of anxiety
for those newer members who have never known High
Plains Church except in its home on Dominion Way.
While we need to honor those feelings, I invite you to
reread paragraph two above. For over half of its history
High Plains Church as been a “church on the move”.
With each move the congregation stayed intact and grew.
With each move we recognized that High Plains Church
is more than its physical surroundings. With each move
the congregation has stayed committed to the principles
of Unitarian Universalism. With each move we have
upheld the truths of love, unity and service that have
made us a “beacon of
liberal religion on the
north side of Colorado
Springs”. With this next
move and with whatever
challenges it brings, we
will continue to be High
Plains Church whose
spirit is love and whose
calling is service.
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Leadership Development Workshop
By Kim Hollm

T

he Leadership Development Committee (LDC) is hosting a monthly lay leadership workshop following the UU
curriculum “Harvest the Power” around themes of self, community, leadership, and vision. This is open to all
members and visitors who are interested- no leadership experience required! Board members, team, and committee
members are especially encouraged to attend to explore challenges and responsibilities in their current roles. Classes
will be held on the 2nd Wednesdays of the month (6:30-8:30pm) in September-November and February-April, with
guest speakers appearing in February and May (exact times TBD). Our next class will be on Wednesday, November
8th (6:30-8:30pm) at the church. Classes are free of charge and facilitated by the LDC at High Plains. You are
welcome to attend one, two, or as many classes as you feel called to. Please fill out the following registration form to
let us know you’re coming:
https://form.jotform.com/HighPlainsDFF/leadership-development-class-regist
We’re so excited to share in this leadership journey with you!
The remaining class dates are as follows:
Wed, 11/8
Sat, 2/3
Thurs, 2/15
Wed, 3/14
Wed, 4/11
Sun, 5/6

Purpose: Fated to be Free/Caring for Ourselves and Each Other
Gregory Rouillard leadership workshop (Time TBD)
Purpose: Integrity/Imagination and Creativity
Path: Facing Danger/Understanding Systems in Your Congregation
Path: Keeping Distress Productive/Adaptive Leadership
Church leaders share their leadership journeys; Potluck to follow from noon to 2:00 pm

Book Club

Auction News

By Heather J Mitchell

By Gretchen Hein

Book Club meets on
November 21 in the
Main Sanctuary at 6:30
pm. We will discuss

High Plains Community:

The Happiness
Project book.
“The Happiness
Project describes one
person’s year-long
attempt to discover
what leads to true
contentment. Drawing
at once on cutting-edge
science, classical
philosophy, and realworld applicability,
Rubin has written an
engaging, eminently
relatable chronicle of
transformation.” —
publisher’s description

T

he planning is done for our biggest party THE
AUCTION, but we are terribly short of donations.
Fill in this form to make a donation. Ask businesses to
donate. Volunteer to decorate a Silent Auction table
based on our “Rockin’ the Summer” theme. Wear a
costume depicting summer vacations. Sign up to bring
an appetizer. Plan to come in two weeks November 11th
from 6:00 pm to 8:00 pm.

Issues on Aging for November
Challenges for Aging Drivers

A

t 10:30 am on November 18th, Sue Neufeld will
facilitate a discussion on challenges for aging
drivers at HPCUU. As we drivers age, it’s not only our
vision and judgment that may be clouded. Reaction
times can also slow considerably, and physical limitation
or disabilities can make it hard for the body to follow the
commands even a sound mind can give. Come join us as
we explore issues we face when deciding if we should
continue to drive, gradually give up, or take local classes
to improve. We will take a self-rated quiz to identify our
strengths and weaknesses. Everyone is welcome.
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Sunday Services at 10:00 AM
Come Join Us!
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All articles for the December newsletter must be received by the
end of day on November 25, 2017.

Rev Dana's Hours:
Tue, Wed, Thu: 11:00 am - 2:00 pm
Please don't hesitate to call her at 970-590-6978
if there is a serious or emergency situation.

Office Hours:
Mon: 8:30 am - 12:30 pm
Tue thru Fri: 1:00 pm - 5:00 pm

Contact the Publicity team at publicity@hpcuu.org if you would like to place an add in the HPCUU Newsletter.

Revisions by Jonathan
Specializing in Creative Home Improvements - Where ideas Become Reality
Do you need something in your world - fixed, added, or removed?
Projects include: Carpentry, Electrical, Plumbing, Painting, Plastering, Dry walling, Tiling, and many more...
Decks, Kitchens, Basements, Bathrooms, Windows, etc.
Jonathan Herdt - Cell 338-1209

Licensed & Insured

jgherdt@yahoo.com

