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Holiday Services
December 7th at 7:00 pm
Holiday Healing Service
With Dianne McRae
December 10th at 10:00 am
Connection: Our Universal Hope
3rd Annual Interfaith Holiday Service
December 24th at 10:00 am
Rekindling Hope
With Rev Dana Lightsey
December 24th at 7:00 pm
Rekindling Hope
With Rev Dana Lightsey

1825 Dominion Way

Colorado Springs, CO 80918

Page 2

Calendar & Services

Events Calendar - December 2017
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday
1
Parent/Child U&I
6:00 pm - 8:30 pm

Saturday
2

3
YRUU Youth Group
10:00 am - 12:00 pm

4
Navigators USA
6:00 pm - 8:00 pm

5

6
Church Council
6:30 pm - 8:30 pm

7
8
Stitchers
CUUPS Spirituality
9:30 am - 11:00 am
6:30 pm - 9:00 pm
Covenant Group Meet.
2:00 pm - 4:00 pm
Holiday Healing Service
7:00 pm

9
Pageant Rehearsal
3:00 pm - 5:00 pm

10
Pageant Rehearsal
8:00 am - 9:30 am
YRUU Youth Group
10:00 am - 12:00 pm
Holiday Bazaar
11:30 am - 12:30 pm

11

12
FF Team Meeting
5:00 pm - 6:30 pm

13

14

15
Hip Parents Group
06:00 pm - 09:00 pm

16
Marian House
7:00 am - 10:00 am
Issues on Aging
10:30 pm - 12:00 pm
CUUPS Yule
6:30 pm - 10:00 pm

17
YRUU Youth Group
10:00 am - 12:00 pm

18
Navigators USA
6:00 pm - 8:00 pm

19

20

21

22

23

24
YRUU Youth Group
10:00 am - 12:00 pm
Christmas Eve Service
10:00 am
Christmas Eve Service
7:00 pm

25

26

27

28

29

30

31
YRUU Youth Group
10:00 am - 12:00 pm
Be sure to check the Events Tag on the website at www.hpcuu.org for additions and corrections to the calendar.

Photos from the HPCUU Thanksgiving Day Potluck
November 23, 2017
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December Services - Hope
Dec 3: "Necessary but Not Sufficient: Good Intentions and Healing the World" with Amanda UdisKessler. We have often heard that the road to hell is paved with good intentions, but isn't it
interesting that the road to heaven must be as well? Without good intentions, we have no
reason to begin working for a better world; at the same time, good intentions are not enough to
heal the brokenness we see around us. Let's reflect together about intentions and actions, faith
and works, hope and wisdom, and why these need to embrace each other for us to move
forward toward the world we seek.
Dec 7 at 7:00 pm: "Holiday Healing Service" with Dianne McRae. We've built up a lot of baggage
around the Winter Holidays – happy families together; health; meaningful songs and stories.
But for many folks, the holidays are a time of sad memories, fresh losses, feelings of emptiness.
On this Thursday evening, we look into the shadows together, opening our hearts to quiet and
solace and healing. Please join us in candlelight, music, words, and contemplation as we share
time together in a safe and loving space.
Dec 10: "Connection: Our Universal Hope" with the Children and Youth of HPCUU, HPCUU Choir,
guest speakers, and Rev. Dana Lightsey. This is our 3rd Annual Interfaith Holiday Celebration!
It is a joy to feature our children and youth in this service filled with singing and lots of fun as
we hear stories from faith traditions around the world told by guest speakers from these
traditions. Our children and our choir will present songs from each tradition. Plan on the
service being a bit longer than usual.
Dec 17: "Rekindling Hope" with Rev. Dana Lightsey. How is your hope-o-meter these days? Is it
running high, or not so much? What is it that gives you hope? Writer Valarie Kaur asks,
“What if this darkness is not the darkness of the tomb, but the darkness of the womb? What if
our America is not dead but a country still waiting to be born?" This service will focus on all
the possibilities within us and within the world waiting to be born. This is a service for
rekindling hope, for ourselves and the world.
Dec 24 at 10:00 am: "The Birth of Hope" Christmas Eve Service with Rev. Dana Lightsey. Join us for this
fun Christmas Eve service during our usual Sunday service time of 10:00 am. This service will
be full of readings and carols and include some fun ways for everyone to be involved in the
telling of the Christmas story.
Dec 24 at 7:00 pm.: "The Birth of Hope" Christmas Eve Service with Rev. Dana Lightsey. Please join us
for this beautiful evening of readings and carols. An evening of stories of hope and beauty and
the the quiet beauty of lighting candles and singing Silent Night, this evening service will be a
reflection on love and hope being born during the darkest of times. Special music by Joe
Uveges and guests.
Dec 31/2017: "Songs of Starting Over: New Beginnings" Music Sunday with Joe Uveges.
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Minister’s Musings

Minister’s Musings
by Rev Dana Lightsey
“Look at the facts of the world. You see a continual and progressive triumph of the good. I do not pretend to understand
the moral universe; the arc is a long one, my eye reaches but little ways; I cannot calculate the curve and complete the
figure by the experience of sight; I can divine it by conscience. And from what I see I am sure it bends towards justice.”
Theodore Parker

A

s I ponder our monthly theme of HOPE this holiday
season, my mind wanders to old Christmas Carols
that speak of goodwill, joy to the world, rejoicing, all of
these notions that seem so distant, foreign and outdated.
I love Christmas carols, but I have to be honest, that in
the world we are living in, many of these sentiments
seem like irrelevant platitudes meant only to placate the
masses with false hope. Our culture today is so full of
cynicism, sarcasm, mistrust and divided loyalties that we
can hardly relate to these old notions of goodwill.
But these are not just old values, these are ancient values
that have been around as long as humanity itself. The
great spiritual teachers, Jesus, Moses, Buddha, Krishna,
Mohammed, Lao Tzu, Zoroaster, etc., don’t have a corner
on the great, universal ideals of morality and ethics. For
instance, they, and countless others, taught the
importance of the Golden Rule, a universal value of
every religion and faith tradition (many of those who
practice indigenous traditions do not consider their faith
a religion).
But these lessons are available to each and every one of
us, not just to a few divinely inspired teachers. We each
have the capacity to pay attention to how life works realizing that it is in all of our best interests to care not
only for ourselves but all of life, human and otherwise.
Cooperation and compassion are of far greater
importance than competition when it comes to the
wellbeing of people and of our planet.
These great teachers (and countless unnamed others)
stand out for us because they are the ones who had the
courage to stand up to the tyranny of their day and
remind the people of their true values in order to live a
life filled with peace, harmony, love and beauty, both
within their own individual selves and in the culture at
large.
For all the criticisms religion deserves, religions and faith
traditions have also been a beacon of hope in this world
because they bring people together with the purpose of
creating and amplifying good will through the teaching
of ethics and morality. These are intended to bring out
the best in each of us and help us all live our best lives.
The goodness created in this world and the healing that
has happened throughout human existence has always

come through the influence of people’s dedication to
their beliefs in these moral truths of caring for one
another through goodness, compassion, equality and
justice.
But this is not enough. The ethic that will save this
planet must also include understanding, acceptance, and
tolerance for other people of goodwill who are different
and hold different belief systems and come from
different cultures. This planet, with all of its deep
interconnectivity, cannot survive if we do not learn how
to reach across the chasms of difference and
disagreement to find our way towards healing.
These values, these ethics and morals, are the song of
humanity, that, when sung, calls each of us into living
not only for ourselves, but for others as well. But the
melody to this song has become alarmingly faint lately.
Sometimes I am concerned that it is about to be lost
altogether. Our world desperately needs as many people
as possible to sing this song, the heart and soul of
humanity, back into existence. And yet, the song must be
adapted to speak the language of our times because our
world is a very different place than just 20 or 30 years
ago. The song must reach beyond helping individuals to
get along, and begin helping groups of people all around
the world not only to get along, but to work together for
the good of the planet.
This year has been a frightening crescendo of
developments that threaten our wellbeing, the wellbeing
of our country, and the wellbeing and existence of our
planet. It is easy to fall into despair and hopelessness.
Empty platitudes about hope are just plain insulting to
the depth of the challenges that we face. And yet, we
need honest, real hope to sustain us. Where can we find
it?
Unitarian Universalism is uniquely well suited to
spearhead this effort of bringing people together for the
sake of renewing moral conscience and singing
humanity’s song back into existence. We have a long
legacy of doing this. Here are just a few examples:
Unitarians, such as Rev. Theodore Parker and Julia Ward
Howe worked to free slaves and end slavery during the
Civil War. Unitarian & Universalist women, such as
Mary Wollstonecraft and Elizabeth Cady Stanton

Page 5
spearheaded the suffragette movement to gain the vote
for women. During WWII, Rev. Waitstill Sharp and his
wife, Martha, worked undercover in Czechoslovakia to
smuggle 1000’s of children and adults to freedom. Watch
the Ken Burn’s documentary of their lives: http://
www.pbs.org/show/defying-nazis-sharps-war/ Rev.
Dr. Norbert Fabian Capek was killed in a concentration
camp for speaking out against the Nazi regime and
encouraging his Czech Unitarian congregation of 5000 to
resist their brutality, oppression and injustice. Countless
Unitarians and Universalists were involved in the Civil
Rights movement, the women’s rights movement,
marriage equality and LGBTQ rights movement. This is
who we are and this is what we do.
Today, UU’s are united in our diversity. We have the
capacity to bring together a widely diverse population to
work together for the betterment of humanity. This is
why I believe that the future of Unitarian Universalism
lies in developing networks of interfaith cooperation.
Already, UU congregations across the world are involved
in working with interfaith coalitions to bring positive
change into their communities and the world at large.
We, as UU’s, are inherently grounded in interfaith and
we are in a unique situation of having the ability to
facilitate the growth and development of interfaith
networks to bring significant and lasting positive change
where it is needed most.

As the American cultural anthropologist, Margaret Mead
said, “Never doubt that a small group of thoughtful,
committed citizens can change the world; indeed, it's the
only thing that ever has.” But the trick is that this small
group must engage countless others to bring on powerful
waves of change. We are in the middle of an epic part of
the history of the world right now. The future of our
entire planet hangs in the balance. Ironically, this is also
true of our church. The future is in our hands. Do we
give up or do we take on the challenge of creating a true
and meaningful hope for the future through our bold and
courageous actions of reaching out and building
connections with those who are different from ourselves?
My hope lies in how each of us, and the rest of humanity,
chooses to answer this question.
Its time to sing, my friends! I hope you join me in lifting
up the song of humanity, now and always,
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Rev. Dana Lightsey

Wishing you
Happy Holidays
and a
Wonderful New Year
Glenn Rohlfing
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Announcements

Announcements

High Plains Stitchers
Bring your stitching project (knit, crochet, quilting, or any easily transportable
craft) and join us on the 1st Thursday of the month at La Tartine Bistro from
9:30 am - 11:00 am.
Our group mainly works on their own projects - but we also create blankets for
members/friends suffering severe illness, undergoing surgery or experiencing a
loss, and to welcome new babies :)
The cafe is located in a small shopping center on the NW corner of Academy
and Briargate Blvd (opposite Security Service bank, behind the Burger King).
Don't stitch? Why not come anyway and just "hang out" with us??
Questions? Contact Ruby Doyle at stitchers@hpcuu.org.
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HPCUU
1825 Dominion Way
Colorado Springs CO 80918
719-260-1080
Member of Unitarian Universalist Association

Sunday Services at 10:00 AM
Come Join Us!

Inside:
Holiday Services
Minister's Musings

Send Comments to:
Send Articles to:

editor@hpcuu.org
newsletter@hpcuu.org

All articles for the January, 2018 newsletter must be received by
the end of day on December 26, 2017.
Rev Dana's Hours:
Tue, Wed, Thu: 11:00 am - 2:00 pm
Please don't hesitate to call her at 970-590-6978
if there is a serious or emergency situation.

Office Hours:
Mon: 8:30 am - 12:30 pm
Tue thru Fri: 1:00 pm - 5:00 pm

Contact the Publicity team at publicity@hpcuu.org if you would like to place an add in the HPCUU Newsletter.

Revisions by Jonathan
Specializing in Creative Home Improvements - Where ideas Become Reality
Do you need something in your world - fixed, added, or removed?
Projects include: Carpentry, Electrical, Plumbing, Painting, Plastering, Dry walling, Tiling, and many more...
Decks, Kitchens, Basements, Bathrooms, Windows, etc.
Jonathan Herdt - Cell 338-1209

Licensed & Insured

jgherdt@yahoo.com

