
Page 1 

Columns 

 

Minister’s Musings 3 

Faith Formation 4 

President’s Post 7 

 

Features 

 

Letters from GA 5 

Move on Out 8 

Fellowship 9 

 

High Plains News 

“Building a liberal spiritual community that welcomes all to lives of wholeness” 

July 2018                            High Plains Church - Unitarian-Universalist                               Vol 25, No. 7 

High Plains Church - Unitarian-Universalist                                     1825 Dominion Way                                                          Colorado Springs, CO 80918 

Our minister, Rev Dana 
Lightsey, will be 
moving to a new 
congregation in August.  
Her last service with us 
will be on July 22nd.  
There will be a 
celebration of her four 
years with us on 
Saturday, July 21st.  

Elected  on June 24th. 

Board of Trustees:   
Ann Harris President 
Jill Forney President-Elect 
Karen Clemmensen Past President 
Sam Waller Secretary 
Gretchen Hein At-Large Member 
 
Leadership Development Committee: 

Matthew Kalkman Member 

On June 24th HPCUU 
said farewell to our 

long time Music 
Director, Joe Uveges.  
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July Services - Invitation, Expectation, & Intention 
 

July 1: "Independence Day" with John Frisbie. An historical view of a founding father - Thomas Paine.  His actions 
during Revolutions, religious views, risks, and his own independence.  

 

July 8: "Flower Communion: Keeping Community Strong with an Invitation to Share the Joy" with Dianne McRae 
and Cindy Fesgen. Bring a few flowers from your yard, from the store, or from that abandoned lot next 
door to share together in this special UU tradition that reminds us of both the distinctiveness of the 
individual and of the beauty of our lives together in this congregation.  

 
July 15: "Saying Goodbye to 1825 Dominion Way" with Rev. Dana Lightsey. Please join us for this Sunday as we 

take time to share our appreciation, tell our stories, and say goodbye to this church property that has 
served this congregation so well.   

 

July 22: "Life Calls Us On" with Rev. Dana Lightsey. This service is a special ritual to close our time at 1825 
Dominion Way and then journey over to Unity to be greeted by their congregation as we install our chalice 
in their sanctuary.  Rev. Dr. Ahriana Platten, the minister at Unity, will also be a part of this service.  Please 
join us for this important moment in the life of this congregation. 

 
July 29: "First Harvest" with Dianne McRae. Celebrate this day, half-way between the Summer Solstice and the 

Autumnal Equinox. We'll bring our awareness to our gratitude to Earth for sustaining us in so many ways, 

consider our lives as part of this cycle, and give appreciation to one another as we invite the harvest of 
community into our midst.  

Calendar & Services 

Events Calendar - July 2018 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

1 
 

2 
 

3 
 

4 5 
Stitchers 
   9:30 am - 11:00 am 

6 
 

7 
Fellowship Team 
   9:30 am - 11:30 am 

8 
   

9 
 

10 
Moving Sale Meeting 
   6:30 pm - 7:30 pm 

11 
Book Club 
   6:30 pm - 8:00 pm 

12 
 
 

13 
 

14 
 

15 
 
 
 

16 
 

17 
 

18 
Faith Formation Team 
   6:00 pm - 7:30 pm 
Church Council 
   6:30 pm - 8:30 pm 

19 
Stitchers 
   9:30 am - 11:00 am 
 
 

20 
Hip Parents Group     
   06:00 pm - 09:00 pm 
Board Meeting 
   6:30 pm - 9:00 pm 

21 
Ceremony for Rev Dana 
   5:30 pm 

22 
 
 

23 
 

24 
 

25 
 

26 
 
 

27 
 

28 
 

29 
 
 

30 
 

31 
 

 

Be sure to check the Events Tag on the website at www.hpcuu.org for additions and corrections to the calendar.  
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I t is hard to believe that this is my last newsletter article 
to you.  From the moment I arrived at HPCUU, I have 

loved working with you. Being dedicated to this 
congregation for four years has enriched my life beyond 
measure.  In the midst of all the meetings, pastoral care 
visits, Sunday services, and other events, new 
relationships have grown and deepened like a beautiful 
garden coming to life.  We have been through a lot 
together, times of great enthusiasm filled with excitement 
and hope, and times when our enthusiasm waned during 
all the long months of the waiting to sell our building.  
Through it all, the hope that comes from love and 
compassion, and your tenacity and determination has 
carried us through. 

Through it all we have worked hard to save this church 
and this has become the primary focus of my ministry 
with you.  These last couple of years especially have not 
been easy. Even though the first contract fell through, it 
looks like we are back on track to have the building sold 
this summer and you will be settling into a new and 
sustainable situation with Unity shortly.  Even though I 
had hoped to be moving with you, this transition feels like 
I have completed my ministry with you and this gives me 
a great sense of relief and joy. 

I continue to have high hopes for High Plains Church-
Unitarian Universalist.  You have tremendous potential 
which is magnified by your new location and relationship 
with Unity.  I hope you are able to fully explore and 
develop this potential. It makes me sad that I will not be 
able to join you on this next, most exciting, adventure for 
it seems you are on the brink of something deeply 
meaningful. However, I too am looking forward to my 
new situation that will allow me to be closer to my family.   

Even though I see this as an exciting time for HPCUU, I 
realize that it is especially difficult to lose your minister 
during this time of transition, and for that I am sorry.  
Leaving is hard and saying goodbye is even harder 
because I have come to care deeply about you. I will miss 
your laughter and your tears. I will miss your generous 
spirit and the ways you care for one another.  I will miss 
your kindness and friendship. I will miss our long talks, 
one-on-one and in groups. I will miss working with you to 
create and recreate this church day by day and year by 
year. I will miss all the kids, who have also become my 
friends.    

Many of you have said to me that you would like to stay 

in touch.  This is the hardest part about leaving - I cannot 

stay in touch with you.  I very much hope you are able to 
find a half-time minister and I want his/her ministry with 
you to be a success.  I am professionally bound to 
maintain my silence with you to give your new minister 
the greatest chance of success.  If you remained connected 
to me, it could create divided loyalties and can undermine 
your next minister. It is a sad reality, but these are the 
rules all UU ministers must abide.  I don’t post on 
FaceBook much, but this is the best way to see what I’m 
up to. I probably won’t post comments on your pages or 
be in dialogue with you for at least a year, so please don’t 
think that I am being cold, rude, or thoughtless.  I am just 
following the rules of ministry. 

To help you through this time of transition, consider all 
that you love about Unitarian Universalism.  What are the 
values that you hold dear? What are the insights that are 
meaningful for you? What gifts of friendships have 
enriched your life?  The answers to these questions are 
what keeps this congregation alive. It all comes back to 
love - love expressed in relationships, love expressed in 
serving each other, love expressed through the work of 
justice, and love and compassion for all people throughout 
world.  This is who you are and who you are called to be. 

“Love is the spirit of this church, and service is our 
calling.”  Come back to this, again and again. This is the 
essence of HPCUU.  Live it everyday, and the 
relationships that develop from this spirit will carry you 
through all the challenges ahead.   

I thank you for the privilege of serving you for the past 
four years.  I am grateful for our work together to move 
this congregation into a new beginning that I hope 
revitalizes your vision and mission to make a meaningful 
difference in the world.  Yes, I will miss you. But in those 
moments, I will also be thankful for the four years we 
have had together. And if and when you think of me, 
know that I am cheering you on and wishing you the very 
best, now and always. 

With love and gratitude, 
Rev. Dana Lightsey 

Minister’s Musings 

Minister’s Musings 
by Rev Dana Lightsey 
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Faith Formation 
by Jessica Laikeman 

 

 

What’s Happening in Faith Formation? 
 All Month (every Sunday):  All Month:  Nursery care for 4yrs and under: 10-11:15am 

   All ages summer programs for 5yrs and up: 10-11:15am 

 

 Sunday, July 1: Heather Southard - Faith Formation Point Person 

  Yoga workshop with Pam Thomas 

 July 1 - 7: Jessica at MDD QUUest/Spirit QUUest Camps at La Foret 

 Sunday, July 8: Learn to Knit with Amy Plapp   

 Sunday, July 15: No Children’s Program, Nursery Care only 

 Wednesday, July 18: Faith Formation Team meeting (via Zoom) from 6:00 pm to 7:30 pm 

 Friday, July 20: Open Covenant HiP Parents’ Group from 6:00 pm to 9:00 pm 

 Sunday, July 22: All Ages Transition Service to Unity 

 Sunday, July 29: All Ages Worship - Our First Service at Unity! at 3:30 pm 

 
Jessica will be on-site two Sundays this month, July 22 and 29, she will be working off-site at QUUest and Spirit QUUest Camps 
on July 1st; July 8th and 15th will be her weeks off.  A member of the Faith Formation team will be available to answer questions 
and serve as the Faith Formation point person when Jessica is not on-site. 
 
If you have a group which you believe works toward the goals of Faith Formation please contact Jessica Laikeman at 
dff@hpcuu.org about including your meetings on the monthly list of Faith Formation Programming events. 
 

20s and 30s Young Adult Group 

D id you know that we have a group specifically for members in their 20s and 30s? This group gets together on a 
monthly basis for potluck game and movie nights (usually Friday or Saturday nights). Come join us and meet 

other UUs your age! Stay tuned for our next meet-up and email Dan Keating at youngadults@hpcuu.org for more 
information or to let us know you’re interested in joining! 

Teach Sunday School in September! 

A re you interested in learning more about our UU faith and really discerning what it looks like to live our UU 
values out in the world?  What if you could spend two Sundays a month exploring these topics with our children 

and youth? YOU CAN!! We have just 9 openings left for full time (twice a month) Sunday school teachers and you 

could be one of them! 

All curricula and supplies are provided; all you need to bring is a positive attitude, willingness to have fun, and 
openness to learn from and be inspired by the children and youth of our congregation. 

Want to work with our 9th-10th grade youth on exploring what it really means to be a Unitarian Universalist and 
would rather have a once a month commitment that doesn’t conflict with Sunday worship? Then be one of our 
Coming of Age Mentors! 

If you want to grab one of those remaining slots, are curious or have questions email Jessica Laikeman at 
dff@hpcuu.org. 

mailto:dff@hpcuu.org?subject=Faith%20Formation
mailto:20s%20and%2030s%20Young%20Adult%20Group?subject=Teach%20Sunday%20School
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Why General Assembly Was Important To Me 
By Aidan Helvey 

This year, I had the privilege of being among the few to travel to Kansas City, Missouri to participate 
in the 2018 Unitarian Universalist General Assembly. Participating in this event was a monumental 
occasion and an experience that I will remember and continue to learn from for years to come. I am 
aware it took quite a bit of sacrifice to render me able to attend GA, and to inform you of its 
importance to me is an exceedingly important task. 

General Assembly is a gathering of Unitarian Universalists from around the nation to share beliefs 
and opinions with the majority of the Unitarian Universalist Association (UUA), and to vote on 
current societal issues that we as a faith choose to take action in. During the course of GA, 
participants participate in workshops involving Social Justice, debate as a large caucus about current 
issues and whether to and how to take action, and socialize with fellow Unitarian Universalists.  

GA 2018 was my first General Assembly, and I had the privilege to serve as a delegate, which 
allowed me to share my opinion and vote on the subjects proposed, such as Delegate Status for 
Religious Educators, Official Youth Membership on the UUA Board of Trustees, and a number of 
issues involving abolishing ICE and ending Family Seperation of Immigrants, all of which I feel very 
strongly about. Being able to attend these debates and vote in them was a great honor to me, and an 
experience I will continue to learn from and hopefully share this knowledge with others. 

What I loved most about GA, however, was the community. Over the course of the past week, I 
never failed to be awed by the immense diversity of the UU faith, and especially this gathering. This 
event truly embodied our values of open-mindedness and acceptance to all, no matter the race, 
gender, sexuality, ability, religion, etc. At GA, there were many different groups, the one that I took 
part in primarily was the Youth Caucus. The Youth Caucus was the gathering of the youth of 
General Assembly. In this group, we were able to share our opinions in a more open space, and we 
were also able to meet and talk with the Unitarian Universalist Youth from all around the nation. By 
the end, we all felt very close to each other, and the friendships I made and the people that shared 
their knowledge and experiences with me was a crucial part of my time at GA. However, the most 
incredible parts were when we all came together, and our individual beliefs were conveyed through 
a unified population, such as the Ware Lecture, when Brittany Packnett spoke about the oppression 
of black people everywhere, and how white supremacy reigns free through society unless people 
step in and take action. This unified consolidation of so many diverse individuals, and our mutual 
goals and principles was incredibly beautiful, and the reason G.A. was so spectacularly influential 
for me.  

To participate in the 2018 General Assembly was an honor for me, and I sincerely hope that more 
people choose to participate in it, because this beautiful experience is far worth the sacrifice. 
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My Experience at General Assembly 
by Rowan Waller 

This past week, I went to my second general assembly.  I must admit, I wasn’t sure how this one was 
going to compare to last year’s, considering that it was held in New Orleans.  However, it well 
exceeded all my expectations; Kansas City is an amazing city, the convention center was beautiful, 
and many of my old friends were there, but perhaps the most important aspect that I enjoyed about 
this year was the general attitude.  In past years, delegates at GA have voted on which actions of 
immediate witness (AIW) we should pick, what our congregational study/action issue (CSAI) will be 
that year, and of course last year we voted on who the new UUA president should be, but it seemed 
to me that this year was the first year that we decided to focus on changing our own UU culture and 
fixing internal issues rather than turning outside.  I personally feel like that theme of this years GA 
was very important to our culture, so that we could really focus on working to end supremacy 
culture within our own church, and it was really made clear to me that one of the best ways we as 
UUs could improve our world as a whole, was to lead by example.  Many of you will remember the 
nationwide #WhiteSupremacyTeachIn organized largely by Aisha Hauser, Kenny Wiley and 
Christina Riviera among others about white supremacy culture in our own church and how we can 
work to recognize and fix it.  And I believe that this teachin contributed greatly to the attitude of 
change and enhancing our community for everyone in Kansas City.  In short, I want to thank you as a 
congregation for helping to send us youth to General Assembly so that we could have this amazing 
opportunity to learn about ourselves, our culture as UUs, and the UUA itself.  I hope that I will be 
able to use this experience to contribute more to our congregation and help better our community. 

Thank You. 

Faith Formation 

fellowship@hpcuu.org 

mailto:fellowship@hpcuu.org?subject=Dana%20Dinner
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High Plains Stitchers 

NOTE: The July 5th meeting will be held at the Egg and I Restaurant, 7816 N 
Academy, Colorado Springs (719)268-0700  

Bring your stitching project (knit, crochet, quilting, or any easily transportable 
craft) and join us on the 1st and 3rd Thursdays of the month at La Tartine 

Bistro from 9:30 am - 11:00 am. 

Our group mainly works on their own projects - but we also create blankets for 
members/friends suffering severe illness, undergoing surgery or experiencing a 
loss, and to welcome new babies. 

The cafe is located in a small shopping center on the NW corner of Academy 
and Briargate Blvd (opposite Security Service bank, behind the Burger King). 

Don't stitch? Why not come anyway and just "hang out" with us?? 

Questions? Contact Ruby Doyle at stitchers@hpcuu.org. 

A Time of Change 

Change is in the air for HPCUU!  
Can you feel it?   
Are you excited by it?  
Are you angry or anxious about it? 
Are you open to embracing it? 
Are you afraid of it?  
Are you willing to hold your nose and just jump in? 

At our June 24th Congregational Meeting, we did what we 
pretty much do every June before the start of a new church 
year. We voted on a slate of nominees for leadership positions. 
We voted on a few changes to our bylaws and we approved the 
new annual budget.  

But this year’s meeting felt different to me and it wasn’t just 
because I was the nominee for president. It felt different 
because things at HPCUU are changing -- and they’re changing 
quickly!   

We’re in transition…. 

 We’ll soon be saying good-bye to Rev. Dana after four 

years as our minister.  

 Joe Uveges is no longer our Music Director – but we’re 

excited that he’ll be back from time to time as a guest 
musician!  

 Our Office Administrator, Jon Forshee, will be leaving later 

this summer and we’re in the process of hiring his 
replacement.  

 We’re planning to share space with another congregation 

for the first time in our church history.  

 We’re preparing to say goodbye to 1825 Dominion Way 

and we’ve started to sort, pitch and pack to get ready for 
our move to the Unity Center.  

 On July 29th, we’ll be gathering at 3:30 pm for our first 

official worship service at Unity.   

 Our search for a new half-time minister should begin soon.  

And then there’s Real Estate roller coaster… 

 We were under contract to sell our building, but the 

potential buyer from Denver pulled out on June 28th just 
before the end of the due diligence period. Were we back to 
square one? 

 A few days later on July 3rd, we received a new offer from 

a buyer who wants to reopen 1825 as a miniature golf 
course! Our Real Estate Team made a counter offer which 
has been accepted verbally. Now we’re waiting to receive 
the contract so we can get it signed and the countdown to 
closing can begin. 

Phew! It’s often said that change in life is inevitable, but I think 
it’s a fair question to ask just how much “change” is one 
congregation supposed to be able to deal with in such a short 
period of time?  

Honestly, I don’t know -- but we’d better hold onto our hats 
because we’re about to find out!  

What I know for sure is that we can face whatever challenges 
these changes have in store for us if we work together and stay 
committed to HPCUU and to each other through this process! 

May it be so. 
In Faith,, Ann Harris 

President’s Post 

The President’s Post 
by Ann Harris 
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Moving on Out:  Week by Week set of steps for moving to Unity 
Explanatory Note: 
This is the third version of the moving plan for High Plains Church UU.  Due to rapid changes that included withdrawal of a buyer 
and soon after that receipt of another purchase offer, the sale timelines and conditions changed dramatically.  The new offer allows 
us to have access to the property for 30 days following closing.  This will allow us to begin construction of storage sheds after 
receiving payment for the building.  This version of the moving plan spreads out the work but retains the original plan to hold 
services at the Unity Center beginning July 29.  Also, there may be additional changes to the plan as we proceed. 

Assumptions:   
1.  A covenant between Unity and HPCUU is complete by July 13. 
2.  The Dominion Way building is under contract with the proposed closing in the latter half of August 2018. 

Preparation steps: 
1.   Collection of boxes to be available for packing at the end of due diligence. 
2.   Marking of furnishings for transfer to Unity, Storage, Sale, or Disposal.  Items will be marked with strips of colored tape:  
Green for transfer to Unity; Blue for placement in storage, Yellow for the garage sale; and Red for disposal.  All boxed items 
should be labeled for location of placement. 

Week of July 1-7: 
1.   Teams will begin the packing and marking process for items that  will not be needed for services or the Faith Formation 
program on Sundays July 8, 15 and 22. 
2.  Engagement in the process for storing and moving the piano. 

Week of July 8-14: 
1.  Packing activities will continue. 

Week of July 15-21: 
1.  Some boxed items and  will be transferred to Unity and Fillmore buildings. 
2.  Ordering office furniture for delivery to Unity Center 
2.   Set up of communication at new office:  phone, internet, mailing, etc. (if ready) 
3.   Continue the transfer process of boxed records and some furniture to Fillmore center. 

Week of July 22-28: 
1.   Take down and breakdown of sanctuary: 
 a.  Take down wall hangings and symbols. 
 b.  Breakdown the stage and ready for move. 
 c.   Stacking of folding chairs 
 d.   Disassembly of coffee machine for transfer and installation at Unity. 
 e.   Begin the process of setting up for garage sale 
2.   Packing up of sanctuary  and music items for transfer to storage. 
3.   Packing Faith Formation and Worship Team materials for transfer to storage or the Unity building. 
4.  Separation of furnishings and items for moving sale and those for transfer to storage to different locations in the sanctuary 

Week of July 29- August 4: 
1.  Take down and preparation for storage of the sound system. 
2.   Confirm truck rental and hiring of movers. 
3.   Move major items to the Unity site for placement in the Unity Center building: 

Week of August 5-11: 

1.  Monday - Wednesday--Set up for garage sale 
2.  Receipt of garage sale items from congregants 
3.  Prearrange for pickup of unsold items by charitable organizations (ARC, Goodwill, First Nation) 
4.  Thursday, August 8--Garage sale open for congregants 
5.  Friday and Saturday garage sale open to public 

Week of August 12-18: 
1.  Unsold garage sale items picked  up by charities or sent to waste center. 
2.  Preparation  

Week of August 19-25: 

1.  Sale of Dominion Way property closes. 
2.  Construction of storage sheds 

Week of August 26-September 1: 
1.  Movement of all remaining boxes, furniture, etc. to storage sheds at the Unity and Fillmore sites. 
2.  Any activities necessary to finally vacate 1825 Dominion Way. 

Moving Schedule 
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Covenant Groups 
 By Beth Blakney 

C ovenant Groups are part of the church’s Small 
Group Ministry.  The groups meet once per month 

to discuss the Soul Matters theme of the month.  Whether 
you are new to the church or a long-time member, it is a 
great way to get to know people.  The new year for 
Covenant groups will be starting in August  so in July we 
will be having sign-ups for those who wish to join a 
group or those who wish to change to another group.  
Look for the Covenant Group sign-up table after service 
or contact Beth at bethblakney@outlook.com.  We need 
your information by July 22 to get you assigned to a 
group by August. 

High Plains Book Club 
By Heather Southard 

H igh Plains Book Club next meets on Wednesday, 
July 11, 2018.  We will meet at 6:30 pm at Pikes 

Perk.  Due to our transition, we will meet at this new 
location, which is at 5965 N Academy, Suite 203.  Our 
theme for July is How Movies Compare to the Book.  
Please read a book and watch the movie that was made 
from the book.  How close were the plot lines?  How 
different were they?  Which did you like better and why?  
Come ready to talk about your book and to help pick the 
next theme.  We are always looking for new members 
and look forward to meeting new people.  Please join us 
for a great night of book and movie discussions.  If you 
have any questions, please see Heather Southard. 

Help Plan the HPCUU Moving Sale!! 
THANK YOU!!!! To everyone who signed up to help with the sale. 

August 9, 10 and 11 will be coming up sooner than we think. It is time to get the HPCUU act together and Karen and 
Ann are asking everyone who has experience, ideas and/or willingness to oversee any activities related to the sale to 
attend an organizing meeting on July 10 at 6:30 pm at church. 

We will be brainstorming all myriad activities that need to happen to make this sale the BIGGEST AND BEST EVER! 
We  will need someone to organize publicity activities, pricing activities, sale personnel, stevedores, etc., etc.., etc. You 
probably have better ideas than we, so Please Please Please come to the meeting.  

If you can’t make the meeting, email your ideas/willingness to help to Karen (kclemmensen@mac.com) or Ann 
(aharris0407@comcast.net). 

Again, THANK YOU!!!  

mailto:kclemmensen@mac.com?subject=Moving%20Sale
mailto:aharris0407@comcast.net?subject=Moving%20Sale
mailto:aharris0407@comcast.net?subject=Moving%20Sale
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  HPCUU 

  1825 Dominion Way 

  Colorado Springs CO 80918 

 

 719-260-1080 

 

Member of Unitarian Universalist Association 

Sunday Services at 10:00 AM 

Come Join Us! 
 

 

Revisions by Jonathan 
Specializing in Creative Home Improvements  - Where ideas Become Reality 

Do you need something in your world - fixed, added, or removed? 

Projects include: Carpentry, Electrical, Plumbing, Painting, Plastering, Dry walling, Tiling, and many more... 

Decks, Kitchens, Basements, Bathrooms, Windows, etc. 
 

Jonathan Herdt - Cell 338-1209                        Licensed & Insured                        jgherdt@yahoo.com                       

Inside: 
 
Minister's Musings 
Faith Formation 
Letters from GA 
President's Post 
 

 
Send Comments to: editor@hpcuu.org 
Send Articles to:   newsletter@hpcuu.org 
 
All articles for the August newsletter must be received by the end 
of day on July 26, 2018. 

Contact the Publicity team at publicity@hpcuu.org if you would like to place an add in the HPCUU Newsletter. 

Rev Dana's Hours: 
Tue, Wed, Thu: 11:00 am - 2:00 pm 
Please don't hesitate to call her at 970-590-6978 
if there is a serious or emergency situation. 

Office Hours: 
Mon thru Fri: 10:00 am - 2:00 pm 


