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HiP Happenings
President’s message

Dear Beloved Community,

After reviewing our Bylaws 
-- which I highly recom-
mend, by the way, -- I’ve 
made a couple of deci-
sions:

THE BOARD

Yep, I’m going there...
We are still two mem-
bers short; HOWEVER, 
a wonderful member of 
our congregation has 
expressed interest in the 

President-Elect position. I’ve made the decision to 
invite this person to attend Board meetings to learn 
more about the position as President-elect.

6.1. Terms. There shall be a Board of Trustees 
(Board) composed of five members, each of 
whom shall serve not more than two consecu-
tive elected three-year terms. One or two mem-
bers shall be elected at each annual meeting. All 
such elected terms shall begin on the first day 
of the first month of the Church fiscal year.  The 
Board shall appoint a Church member to fill any 
vacancies as may occur prior to the expiration of 
a term until the next annual business meeting, 
at which time the appointment will be ratified 
by a vote.

There is another complication to being short two 
board members AND a minister: we don’t have an 
Executive Committee.

9.1. Executive Committee. The Executive Com-
mittee shall consist of the President, Presi-
dent-Elect, Past President, and the Minister 
(ex-officio). Two members of the Executive 

Robin Laborde
HPCUU President

Committee shall constitute a quorum, excepting 
the Minister.

9.1.1. The Executive Committee shall be respon-
sible for the conduct of the affairs of the Church 
between meetings of the Board, and it shall 
suggest duties and functions to the full Board. 
Recommendations for action must be accepted 
and ratified by the full Board. 



President’s Message

Why is this important? Because the Executive Com-
mittee functions as the Personnel Committee:

9.1.2. The Executive Committee functions as the 
Personnel Committee for the Congregation. Min-
utes of any special personnel meetings shall be 
recorded and kept in a confidential file in accor-
dance with state law.

Without a minister OR an Executive Committee, 
our staff doesn’t have any recourse if they have a 
complaint or an issue. As Board President, I have 
assumed the role of Staff Supervisor. This has been a 
bit challenging, but I’m doing my best to ensure that 
our staff is treated fairly, including having the op-
portunity to voice any concerns. With that in mind, I 
have asked three of our members with HR experience 
to act as the Personnel Committee: Rick Carpenter, 
Lynn Whitacre, and Gretchen Hein. 

Town Hall Meeting

Lastly, a reminder that our Social Sunday activity for 
Sunday, October 30th will be a Town Hall Meet-
ing. Please come prepared to discuss our next steps, 
whether that is moving toward a merge with All Souls 
or exploring other options. 

Blessings to all, 
Robin
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HPCUU MASK POLICY

As of August 25, 2022, masks will no longer be re-
quired while gathering in the sanctuary for Sunday 
service. HPCUU encourages members to follow cur-
rent CDC recommendations that people with symp-
toms, a positive test, or exposure to someone with 
COVID-19 should wear a mask. We are not checking 
for proof of vaccination.

We also urge the following recommended Covid safe-
ty practices, including:

• Ventilating our space as much as possible/
practical.

• Preserving socially distanced seating in the 
sanctuary during the service.
• Providing, and inviting the use of, masks for 

anyone who wants one. 

As always, we encourage our members and visitors 
to make the best decision for themselves based on 
their own health conditions and current data. Our 
congregation will make everyone feel welcomed 
and respected at church – including those who 
choose to wear a mask and socially distance.
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October Worship Services

OCT 2 – HPCUU Community Service Day
Join us in-person for our October Community 
Service Day as we continue our focus on Voting 
Rights.  To help reach underrepresented 
communities in Colorado Springs, we will be writing 
Get Out the Vote postcards for Citizens Project, a 
local nonprofit that “empowers and challenges our 
entire community to embrace equity, inclusion, and 
justice.” We will meet in the fellowship hall at the 
Unity Campus at 3:30.  Bring a pen, and join us for 
fun, fellowship, and service!

OCT 9 – Connecting to Your True Self
Rev. Kelly Dignan will lead 
us in a time of practice that 
helps us pay attention to our 
true selves, our souls, the 
core of our identity.   Rev. 
Kelly is a spiritual director and 
coach who empowers people 
to deepen and accelerate 
their connection to true 
self, community, nature and 
Spirit. She is a mystic with a 

deep connection to the natural world. Kelly holds 
a Master of Divinity from Iliff School of Theology, is 
a Board Certified Coach and an ordained Unitarian 
Universalist (UU) minister. She served three 
Colorado congregations before focusing on spiritual 
coaching, and before that, she had a 22-year career 
in business.

SATURDAY OCT 15 – HPCUU AUCTION
Our Community 
Building activity for 
this weekend will 

be the HPCUU Auction event on Saturday 10/15 at 
5:30pm at the Black Forest Community Center.  See 
page 8 for more info and get GROOVY for a good 
cause!  

     We will not meet on Sunday, Oct. 16th.  

OCT 23 – Courageously Queer
It takes a profound amount 
of courage to authentically 
engage the world when it 
seems to be in constant 
combat with who you are and 
who you feel you are meant 
to be. Through the sharing of 
original poems and personal 
stories, Susan Peiffer will 

reflect on the courage it takes to show up queer, 
and the courage it requires to create brave spaces 
for queer youth. 

Susan M. Peiffer, ThD (they/them) is a queer poet, 
educator, and youth advocate with twenty years 
experience working with young people in social, 
educational, and summer-camp settings. After 
working in Colorado Springs with the nonprofit 
Hear Here Poetry and having served the region as 
Pikes Peak Poet Laureate, Susan is now Programs 
Manager at Inside Out Youth Services and strives 
with their team to build access, equity, and power 
with LGBTQIA2s+ young people ages 13-24. Susan 
earned a doctoral degree in Christian Gender Ethics 
and believes we each reflect the divine however 
we show up along the spectrums of gender and 
sexuality, and that it is work integral to a full spirit 
to create spaces where individuals are free and safe 
to express themselves boldly. 

Our monthly Donate the Plate will be collected 
this Sunday for Who Gives a Scrap.  Who Gives a 
Scrap is a 501(c)(3) donation-based scrap store that 
carries an impressive mix of arts, crafts, hobbies 
and vintage finds. The reuse of materials is the most 
environmentally friendly way to reduce the waste 
stream.

OCT 30 - Town Hall Meeting

Survey Results and Next Steps  
Let’s continue the conversation about our next 
steps, whether that is moving toward a merge with 
All Souls or exploring other options. Please come to 
share your questions and concerns.

October Theme: Courage

Join us In-Person or Online at 3:30 pm  
unless otherwise noted.  HPCUU Zoom Link

https://zoom.us/j/7192601080?status=success#success
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 Hopefully, by the time 
you are reading this, it is 
beginning to look and feel 
more like Autumn.  The 
leaves are losing their green 
colors and just in time for 
this month’s Soul Matters 
theme of Courage. The 
trees show us how beautiful 
change can be.  Many of the 
holidays that happen at this 
time of year – the Jewish 
New Year, Yom Kipor, Diwali, 

Halloween, and Dia de Los Muertos – all bring 
to mind facing change, taking inventory in self-
reflection, and having the courage to look into the 
darkness to find the loving light.    

This month in Faith Formation, we will explore the 
LEGO Bible stories of the Garden of Eden and the 
Great Flood.  One of the pop culture references to 
the garden and its inhabitants is the famous movie 
WALL-E.  In the movie, WALL-E meets another robot 
whose purpose is to bring humans back to Earth 
from across the galaxy.  There on Earth, the robot 
also plants a tree on an otherwise lifeless planet, 
which could be seen as a way of creating another 
Eden.  The robot’s name is EVE, just like the first 
human female in the book of Genesis.  

My favorite pop culture reference to Noah and the 
Flood is a Shel Silverstein poem and later a song by 
The Irish Rovers titled “The Unicorn.”  What more 
fun way is there to wonder what happened and how 
all the animals were saved except the unicorns?  

Unicorns are magical creatures that appear in the 
Jewish Scriptures.  Do you know where?  If you are 
reading this and know the answer, reach out and 
tell me.  Keep reading the next few newsletters, and 
we’ll see with what Bible trivia I can surprise us all.  
Follow along with us as we also look at more pop 
culture that relates to our Judeo-Christian sources.

I wish you all a month of gentle changes and heart-
felt journeying with Courage.  Whether it be the 
courage to face life’s daily changes, the courage to 
face major medical challenges, or the courage to be 
yourself every day, remember we are a community 
together in strength.  Go watch nature change all 
around you this month, and like the trees, learn to 
see the beauty in the changes, and learn what you 
can let go.

In Love and Light,
Heather Southard
Faith Formation Coordinator

Heather Southard
Faith Formation 

Coordinator
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Faith Formation
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It has been said that human beings become human by mak-
ing commitments. A covenant is a mutual promise between 
individuals or groups -- to stay in relationship, care about 
each other, and work together in good faith. It is a way to 
seek the good of the whole right along with your personal 
good. As one of the flagship ministries of our church, our 
Covenant Groups are spaces in which we practice loving each 
other and willingly staying at the table again and again (even 
in difficulty).  
 
Fall is the best season to join a covenant group for the first 
time or shift to a new group to deepen friendships with other 
folks if you so choose. So please consider what you would 
like to do for our upcoming church year. 

Contact sgm-steering@hpcuu.org for more information or to sign up with a group. We have morning, af-
ternoon and evening groups. While most groups are returning to in person meetings, we still have groups 
for those that remain more comfortable with Zoom or who live too far away to meet in person. Let us 
know which works for you!

Covenant Groups – Soul Matters

Journaling Workshop

Mindful Journaling Workshops are a opportunity for personal reflection and group support. These work-
shops are held on-line monthly, 9:30am to 11:00am MT. Dates: October 8th, November 12th, December 
10th.

In this workshop we will talk about the value and the practice of journaling. We will have several short 
writing sessions (that won't requiring sharing). Using the zoom break-out room feature, you will share 
with other group participants what you noticed, what surprised you during the writing exercise. Please 
bring a willingness to connect with others and a journal with blank pages (or writing paper) and a pen. 
Click here to register.

Adult Faith Formation

Attention: Young & Young-ish Adults (ages 18 – 39)

NEW young adult group: Navigating Adulthood

• Build Community
• Support & Encourage
• Practice Wellness
• Have Fun

FREE, open to members, friends, and new friends are always 
welcome! NavAd meets at 5:30 PM on the 1st and 3rd Sundays except in September. Upcoming meeting 
schedule: October 2, and October 16. For more info: call 719-510-6981.

Young Adult Group

mailto:sgm-steering%40hpcuu.org?subject=
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/august-journaling-workshop-registration-386146583827
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• Everything you’ll need for the HPCUU 2022 
Auction, including your donation forms, the Auc-
tion Catalog, and the HiP Store, is on our special 
auction website. Check it out and bookmark it 
for easy access!  The HPCUU 2022 Auction web 
address is:

www.auctria.com/auction/hpcuu2022auction

• If you’ve lost track of the auction web ad-
dress, you can always get to it through the links 
in your weekly HPCUU eBlast or from hpcuu.org 
- just click on “Auction” from the header:

 

• SILENT ONLINE AUCTION runs from Sunday, 
October 9th (9 am) until Sunday, October 16th 
(12 pm) – eight full days of auction bidding fun! 
BID EARLY AND OFTEN!

• REGISTER to bid!  If you participated in our 
auction last year, you don’t need to register 
again - your information is still in the system!  If 
you didn’t participate in last year’s auction, click 
“Register” in the website header, complete the 
form and hit “Submit”. You’ll receive a registra-
tion confirmation by email. Now you’re all set to 
get into the auction action! 

• BROWSE the catalog - all events and items 
in the silent online auction are listed in the 
CATALOG. You can star your favorites for quick 
access to all the items you wish to bid on. 

2022 HiP AUCTION:
YOUR QUICK GUIDE TO THE AUCTION FUN

• All BIDDING is done directly from the CAT-
ALOG. Opening bids, raise amounts and quan-
tities are specified in each catalog entry, along 
with a description of each item/auction event. 

• Bids can be entered from your computer 
or on your mobile phone/tablet. To bid from 
your mobile phone or tablet, download the 
highly-rated Free AUCTRIA MOBILE BIDDING 
APP from your App store. With the mobile 
bidding app, you will get notices when you are 
outbid and can bid any time, any place! You will 
also be able to buy extra beverage and raffle 
tickets with your phone at the auction party!

• BUYING MULTIPLE SPOTS AT A PARTY - 
Remember… If you want multiple seats at an 
auction event, you must enter a separate bid 
for each seat!

• BUY IT NOW! All items in the catalog have 
the option to Buy It Now! If you opt to use the 
Buy It Now feature, you may pay a little more, 
but no one can outbid you. This is also a great 
option for those who prefer not to enter the 
bidding wars.

• PROXY BIDS can be set on any single buyer 
items (optional). With proxy bidding, you can 
specify how high you are willing to go and the 
system will automatically increase your bids 
up to that amount. An email notification will 
let you know if bidding has gone above your 
proxy amount so you can then decide whether 
to drop out, keep bidding, or set a higher proxy 
bid amount.
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http://www.auctria.com/auction/hpcuu2022auction
http://hpcuu.org


• BIDDING EXTENSION: Online bidding is scheduled to end at noon on Sunday, October 16th. 
However, if there is still bidding on items within 5 minutes of closing, bidding on those items will be 
extended in 10-minute increments for as long as active bidding continues. So don’t give up! If you 
want to win something special, you can continue to bid beyond the official 12 pm auction closing 
time!

• HiP STORE is HPCUU’s online thrift shop. It’s an important component of our 2022 auction and is 
open for business NOW! New and gently used goods, donated by HPCUU members and friends, are 
available for sale at fixed prices in the HiP STORE. 100% of proceeds from the HiP STORE benefits 
High Plains Church UU.

• CASH DONATIONS - Were you outbid and didn’t spend all of your auction allowance? Or are you 
unable to participate as a host or a party-goer this year -- but still want to be part of HPCUU’s biggest 
fundraiser of the year? Please consider making a one-time donation to help us reach the $14,000 
fundraising goal needed to meet this year’s operating budget. Your cash donation may be made 
through the auction website under the heading “Cash Donations”.

• GROOVY AUCTION BASH: DINNER, DJ, DANCING & LIVE AUCTION FUN, October 15th (5:30 – 10 
pm) at Black Forest Community Center. MARK YOUR CALENDARS for an all-church, all-ages party 
you won’t want to miss! Hippie dress encouraged, but optional. Watch your eBlasts and email for 
details! 

PEACE, LOVE & COMMUNITY
HiP Church … it’s a Groovy Good Cause!

 

76

https://event.auctria.com/71d73f23-1217-431a-9c63-3271bf571295/f602c230e26d11ea96df17de08f16c4e
https://event.auctria.com/71d73f23-1217-431a-9c63-3271bf571295/f602c230e26d11ea96df17de08f16c4e
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Come ride the HiP bus with us as we travel back in time for HiP Church’s GROOVY AUCTION 
BASH! This all-church, all-ages celebration will be held at the Black Forest Community Center 
(12530 Black Forest Road) on Saturday, October 15th from 5:30-10 pm.

You’ll enjoy dinner, DJ, dancing, live auction bidding, and maybe even a bit of karaoke fun … 
you won’t want to miss it! 60’s dress is encouraged but optional.

Dinner Donations: Please let us know you’ll be coming by making your 
dinner donation ASAP (we need to know how much food to order!) 

A donation of $15 pp ($10 for children under 12) is suggested to 
help defray the cost of your catered meal. 

Click Dinner & Tickets to purchase your dinner tickets 
TODAY and to pre-pay your beverage and raffle tick-

ets, if desired.

Questions? Contact fundraisers@hpcuu.org. 
Also, please reach out if you are unable to 
drive at night and need extra help finding 
transportation. 

GROOVY AUCTION BASH: 
Saturday, OCTOBER 15th  

https://event.auctria.com/71d73f23-1217-431a-9c63-3271bf571295/7f841120208a11ec907701da400cb643
mailto:fundraisers%40hpcuu.org?subject=


Fun with Fellowship

In-Person Friday Fun @ 5
October 21st, 5 pm 
OCC Restaurant & Brewery, 2316 W Colorado 
Blvd (north corner of 23rd)

You are invited to join High Plains Church UU’s 
Friday Fun gang each 3rd Friday of the month 
for a little R&R at the end of the workweek. This 
month, we will head to Old Colorado City to try a brewery that serves up great beers, delicious cocktails, 
and quality food in an inviting, friendly atmosphere. If the weather holds, we will meet on the new rooftop 
patio that boasts one of the best mountain views in town! We hope you will join us! 

Food: House-made appetizers and sandwiches with an international twist.

Coffee Morning
October 14th, 10am 
Pikes Perk Coffee & Tea House, 5965 A Academy Blvd

Join your HiP (High Plains Church UU) friends for coffee and 
a visit every second Friday of the month. This is a purely 
social time to visit over a cup of coffee and a yummy treat – 
AND ALL ARE WELCOME! Hope to see you there! 

Questions? Contact fellowshipfun@hpcuu.org.

Save the Date! 

Friendsgiving Potluck
Sunday, November 27th @ 3:30pm

Bring a dish to share and gather with your HPCUU friends.
Unity Campus Fellowship Hall 

9

mailto:fellowshipfun%40hpcuu.org?subject=
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Sundays at 3:30pm 
1945 Mesa Road
Colorado Springs, CO 80904

HPCUU Zoom Room
https://zoom.us/j/7192601080, Meeting ID: 719 260 
1080, Password: 25Years!
(Password is case sensitive)

Facebook.com/HighPlainsCUU

Join the Conversation!

Instagram.com/hpchurchuu/

Soul Matters

Facebook.com/HipDiscussionGroup

Join Us In-Person or Online

Office Hours
To contact, email office@hpcuu.org or leave a voicemail on the church phone (719-260-1080). 

Or by phone: +1 669 900 6833 US (San Jose)
+1 646 558 8656 US (New York)
Meeting ID: 719 260 1080

Once you are in our Zoom personal meeting room there 
will be a message about waiting to enter.
Our admin will let you out of the waiting room when the 
service starts. We will record services for later play on 
YOUTUBE with the link sent by email distribution.

Shop AmazonSmile!

When you shop for Father's 
Day gifts at smile.amazon.
com/ch/84-1273754, Am-
azonSmile will donate a 
portion of your eligible 
purchases to High Plains 
Church Unitarian Universal-
ist at no cost to you!"

King Soopers Loyalty 
Program

If you'd like to join the King 
Soopers Community Re-
wards program and benefit 
HPCUU, go to: King Soop-
ers.

For more details
go to: donate.

Text To Give

Now, not only can you give 
with a credit card, but we 
also offer VANCO "Text to 
Give." It's easy! Just text 
your donation amount to
844-252-5506.

Support HPCUU

https://zoom.us/j/7192601080?status=success#success
https://open.spotify.com/playlist/0aM94q7PC7rErK0dA5wIHk
https://open.spotify.com/playlist/4rS7EkGTPQY1R1VjK9oDAW?si=b21755e3c370442b&nd=1
https://www.facebook.com/HighPlainsCUU
https://www.instagram.com/hpchurchuu/
https://open.spotify.com/playlist/0aM94q7PC7rErK0dA5wIHk
https://www.facebook.com/groups/286403054759530
mailto:office%40hpcuu.org?subject=
https://smile.amazon.com/?ein=84-1273754&ref_=smi_ext_ch_84-1273754_dl
https://smile.amazon.com/?ein=84-1273754&ref_=smi_ext_ch_84-1273754_dl
https://www.kingsoopers.com/i/community/community-rewards
https://www.kingsoopers.com/i/community/community-rewards
https://www.hpcuu.org/donate/


HPCUU
1945 Mesa Road
Colorado Springs, CO 80904

Member of Unitarian Universalist Association
Sunday Services at 3:30 pm

Come Join us!

Office: 719.260.1080
www.hpcuu.org

Facebook.com/highplainscuu

Instagram.com/hpchurchuu

All submissions for the newsletter 
must be received by the 22nd of each 
month. Please send to  
communications@hpcuu.org.

HiP Board

Robin Laborde, President
PresidentElect@hpcuu.org

Danielle Jernigan, Secretary
Secretary@hpcuu.org

Sam Waller,  
Church Financial Officer
CFO@hpcuu.org

Office Hours:
Sunday: 3pm–5pm

Phone calls and emails 
answered during week day hours.

Bookkeeper’s Hours
Mondays, 10 am – 2 pm

In an effort to live more deeply into the reality of beloved community, we will be offering a small space in the newsletter 
each month for members and friends to share important milestones in their lives. If you have something important  
happening personally that you would like the congregation to know about, please submit a small 2– 3 sentence note 
about it by the 23th of each month to communications@hpcuu.org. 

Interested in placing an ad in next month’s newsletter? Email: communications@hpcuu.org 
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